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APOLOGY. 


ALTHOUGH  a  Work  fent  into 
the  World  confeffedly  abounding 
in  Error,  will  not  allow  a  Defence,  it 
is  hoped  it  aiay  admit  an  Apolpgy. 

The  Hiftory  of  Ellen  was  compofed 
at  a  Period,  when  the  Writer  was,  in 
confequence  of  Engagements,  entered 
into  oii  laudable  Motives,  involved  in 
the  greateft  Diftrcfs,  both  of  Mind  and 
Circuiuftances. 

a  The 


APOLOGY. 

The  few  who  know  the  Author's 
Hiftory,  for  the  laft  Eighteen  Months, 
know  alfo,  the  little  reafon  fhe  had  to 
apprehend  the  evil  fhe  has  encountered. 
But  it  is  to  Him  only,  who  fafhioned  the 
Mind  of  Man  to  the  deftined  Trials,  her 
Sufferings  can  be  kno«rn. 

Four  Hundred  .^iles  diftant  from 
Home,  Family  and  Friends,  a  Stranger 
in  a  Country,  where  fhe  was  literally 
taken  in,  her  Spirit  broken,  her  Health 
impaired,  her  little  Fortune  finking, 
the  unoffending  Vidim  of  a  Party,  who 
forgot  their  Character  and  Manhood, 
to  combine  againft  the  Laws  they  pro- 
feffed  to  Support,  and  the  Sex  they  were 
born  to  protedl,  her  Domeftic  Peace  and 
dearefi  pride  totally  deftroyed,  what  won- 
der Female  Fortitude  funk  under  fuch 
accumulated  Ills?  and  that  as  a  Re- 
source   from  Mental  Derangement  fhe 

4  fought. 


APOLOGY. 

fought^  in  the  airy  Regions  of  Fancy,  any 
Subject  which  by  diverting  thought  from 
**Self/'  might  fometimes  afford  a  tempo- 
rary "  oblivion  of  Sorrow." 

At  this  Time,  and  under  thefe  clr- 
cumftances,  was  Ellen  conceived  and 
brought  to  maturity:  Thus,  then,  fhe  is 
prefented  to  the  Public,  as  an  alleviation 
of  Grief  and  Misfortune ;  and  as  fuch, 
may  her  demerits  meet  indulgence  from 
the  Bofom  of  Sympathy,  and  her  Errors 
efcape  the  keen  Edge  of  fevere  Criticifm; 
may  the  Reader,  happier  than  the  Author 
was,  and  more  capable  than  fhe  ever 
will  be,  become  at  once  both  Judge  and 
Protedor. 

LONDON,  MARCH  12,  1794. 


/ 


ELLEN, 

COUNTESS  OF  CASTLE  HOWEL. 


CHAP-    1. 


ON  one  of  the  dark  ftormy  nights  of  De- 
cember, when  the  wind  and  fnow  with- 
out, Qppofed  to  a  cheerful  circle  round  the 
blazing  fire  within,  formed  a  ftriking  contraft 

0 

in  favor  of  the  latter,  the  family  of  an  anticnt 

Baronet,  whofe  feat  was  embofomed  in  the 
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brown  mountains  of  North  Wales,  were  /ud- 
denly  difturbed  by  a  noife,  which  caUed  forth  i 

its  native  guards*  \ 

Lion,  Whitcfoot,  Bruin  and  Dulcet,  quiet-  ; 

ly  ftretched  at  the  feet  of  the  domeftics,  be- 
fore a  large  kitchen  fire,  were  inftantly  roufed. 
Scarce  had  Edward  Griffiths,  the^ey-headcd  - 
butler  and  houfc  fteward,  unbarred  the  folding 
doors,  which  lead  into  the  court-yard,  than  the 
aforefaid  guards  ruflied  <mc  in*full  cry  i  and 
in  a  fecond,  the  report  of  a  piftol  was  heard. 

But  before  I  proceed  further,  it  may  be 
proper  to  defcribe  the  fiimily  and  manfionf 
thus  unufually  difturbed« 

» 

Code  Gwyn,  is  a  large  Gothic  manfion, 
built  at  a  tiaie,  when  impcrfeft  laws  and  civBl 
difcord  obliged  the  chiefs  of  the  country  to 
confult  iafety,  more  than  pleafure  and  conve- 
nience, in  the  conftruftion  and  fituation  of 
their  houfcs  j  k  ftood  at  the  foot  of  a  very 
high  mountain,  on  the  top  of  which  ftill  re- 
mained. 
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rfained  the  rubs  of  a  fort,  which  was  its  dc- . 
fence  to  the  north ;  it  was  furrounded  by  in- 
numerable trees,  planted  time  out  o£  mind, 
and  forming  avenues  in  all  dircftions,  which, 
us  the  branches  entwined,  excluded  the  folar 
ray :  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  front  avenues 
ran  a  rapid  and,  now,  difcoloured  torrent,  over 
which  was  an  antient  (lone  bridge,  the  fcene 
of  many  a  bloody  fray,  when  the  gallant  an- 
ceftors  of  the  prefent  family  maintained  their 
right  againft,  the  broads  of  the  mountaineers. 

The  building  itfelf  was  in  the  form  of  a  for- 
.  trefs ;  it  was  enveloped  with  high  walls,  and 
furrounded  by  court  yards ;  the  top  of  the 
piiddle  biiljiding  was  crowned  with  turrets,  and 
at  the  four  corners  flood  towers,  whofe  nod- 
ding ruins  fecmed  to  tremble  at  the  ravage 
of  all  deflroybg  time:  the  entrance  was 
through  a  pair  of  large,  heavy  oak,  foldbg 
doors,  bto  a  fjmcious  hall,  ornamented  with 
rufty  fwords,  (hields,  helmets,  trophies,  ban- 
ners and  bucks  horns.  On  the  oppofite  fide 
were  a  pair  of  corrcfpondent  doors,  which 

B2  '       opene^ 
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opened  to  the  mpuntain ;  but,  as  a  lawn  in- 
tervened, free  from  the  heavy  plantations, 
which  were  carried  in  a  Terpentine  form  to 
the  old  fort,  they  admitted,  what  was  excluded 
from  every  other  part  of  the  houfe,  the  unin-^ 
terrupted  light  of  heaven.  The  windows 
were  large,  heavy,  and  ill  painted  i  the  (but- 
ters and  frames,  oak,  which,  the  long  labour* 
of  houfhold  damfels  had  converted  into  mir- 
rors :  the  floors  and  grand  ftaircafe  were  of 
the  fame  materials,  and  in  the  fame  order  -,  the 
furniture,  particularly  of  the  beft  apartments, 
was  grand,  but  antique  i  and,  though  every 
pr^rt  of  the  houfe  exhibited  proofs  of  great 
female  management,  the  damaflc  hangings, 
fpite  of  neat  darning,  were  in  a  ruinous  Hate, 
The  hall  appeared  to  be  the  bond  of  union 
between  the  heads  of  the  family  and  the  do- 
mcftics — there  the  harper  had  his  feat,  ^.nd 
there  tlie  avocations  and  labours  of  the  day 
conftantly  clofed  with  a  dance,  in  which  all 
the  younger  part  of  the  inmates  mingled, 
without  a  frown  on  the  brow  of  pride,  or  pre- 
fumption  in  the  bofom  of  poverty. 

Sir 


ELLEN.  S 

Sir  Arthur  Meredith  was,  at  the  period  this 
hiftory  opens,  in  his  feventy-fifth  year,  tall, 
^  corpulent,  and,  apparently,  robuft;  a  profufion 
of  white  waving  locks  parted  on  his  fair  open 
forehead,  and  conveyed  fome  idea  of  their  hy- 
acinthian  beauty,  before  age  had  filvered  them 

*  over  5  his  large  blade  eyes  ftill  retained  the 
'  fire,  which,  when  animated  by  fenfibility,  or 

•  inflamed  with  anger,  was,  in  either  degree, 
pleafing  or  awful;    a  Roman  nofe^  florid 

.  cheeks,  and  teeth  flill  perfedUy  found  and 
white,  formed  a  face,  that,  from  youth'  to  a:ge, 
could  hardly  be  laid  to  decay,  fince,  in  both, 
it  was  remarkably  handfome ;  but  tiiti^  had 
been  lefs  lenient  to  his  perfoA  j  that  had  be^n 
fo  tortured  by  habitual  gout,  and  chronic  dK- 
eafe,  as  to  render  the  ufe  of  a  wheel- chair 
neceflary,  whenever  he  remorved  from  one  a- 
partmcnt  to  another,  on  which  account,  the 
room  adjoining  the  great  parlour,  formerly  a 

^  library,  w^s  his  bed-chamber. 

Lady    Meredith,  fix  years   younger  than 
Sir  Arthur,  was  a  tall,  thin  woman>whofe 

B  3  mild 
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mild  blue  eyes,  fair  complexion,  and  a  certain 
placidity  of  countenance  and  manners,  invitc4 
confidence,  and  infpired  relpefts  her  heart  was 
the  feat  of  truth,  and  her  tongue  the  law  of 
kindnefs :  She  was  .the  heirefs  of  a  noble 
Welch  family,  whole  dignity  far  exceeded 
their  wealth  j  1»ct  eftatc  was  exceedingly  in- 
volved when  fhe  married  Sir  Arthur,  who  was 
of  too  thoughdefs  a  turn  to  attend  to  payment 
of,  either  principal  or  intereft  j  the  mortgage 
had  been  fore-clofed,  and  the  eftate  long  palTed 
into  other  handst 

This  venerable  pair  had  been  blefled  with 
a  numerous  offspring,  four  of  whom  were 
now  living. 

Edmund  Meredith,  who,  as  lecond  fon, 
was,  according  to  the  antient  cuftom  of  the 
family,  brought  up  to  the  church,  in  order  to 
enjoy  the  living  of  Code  Gwyn,  into  which 
he  was  indufted  by  his  father  j  having  teft  his 
elder  brother,  was  now  heir  to  the  eftate  and 
tide.    His  charader  will  be  bcft  told  by  his 

actions  } 
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adions  J  his  oftcnfible  refidcnce  was  at  the  rec- 
tory, but  moft  of  his  time  was  paffcd  at  Code 
Gwyn. 

Catherine,  a  virgin  of  thirty-two,  had  early 
in  life  imbibed  a  tafte  for  reading.  The  old 
library  abounded  with  romiances,  and  ihe  b^ 
been  eighteen  years  dreaming  of  dwarfs,  tour- 
naments; diftrefied  damfels  and  wounded 
knights :  She  read  'till  day-light,  flept  'till 
noon,  wrote  verfes,  took  ihuflp  and  feldbm 
wore  whole  ftockings  j  but,  with  all  her  cc  - 
centricities,  her  heart  was  fenfible  to  the  finef 
feelings.  Withoutaregularfyftemofcondud, 
Ihc  was  benevolence  itfelf  j  (he  could  feldom 
keep  a  (hilling  in  her  purfe,  and  as  it  happened 
that  there  always  were,  in  or  out  of  the  fa- 
mily,  who  wanted  fome  article  of  cloathing, 
and  as  Catherine  Meredith  was  fure  to  be  the 
confidant  of  fuch  wants,  her  wardrobe  was 
very  ill  furniflied. 

Lewis  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  who, 
on  account  of  the  eminent  affiftance  of  Sir 
i  B4     .  Arthur 
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Arthur  at  a  ftrongly  contcftcd  cleftion,  had 
been  recommended  to  the  patronage  of  a  naval 
commander  j  but  the  party  intcreft  having 
coalefced,  and  Sir  Arthur  of  no  further  ufe  in 
that  point  of  view,  the  young  man  had  fcrved 
ten  years  a  lieutenant,  and  had  been  now 
abfcnt  on  the  Weft  India  ftation  four  years* 

Agnes,  a  handf9me  woman  of  twenty-fix, 
a  great  manager,  who,  in  conjunftion  with 
.  Mrs.  Martha  Griffiths,  houfekeeper,  and  fifter 
to  the  butler,  made  the  bcft  paftry,  pickles 
and  prcferves  in  the  kingdom  -,  Ihe  was  alio 
femous  for  home-made  wines,  mead  and  vi- 
negars ;  the  brewer  had  his  direftions  from 
her/  and  Ihe  had  all  the  merit  of  the  fine  fla- 
vored cyder;  ihe  infpefted,  with  Mrs,  Grif- 
fiths' afliftance,  both  dairy  and  poultry,  and 
if  the  female  fervants  were  difpofed  to  be  idle, 
they  were  furc  of  a  lefture,  for  flie  exaftly 
knew  the  quantity  of  knitting  or  Ipinning 
their  other  bufmefs  would  permit;  and,  as  the 
profits  were  her  own  allowance,  ihe  was,  com- 
paratively, rich, 

Mary, 


Mary,  a  very  plain  girl  of  twenty-two,  had 
the  rage  of  fcribbling  on  her :  She  was  fo 
happy  as  to  have  a  bofom  friend  in  the  next 
parifh,  fubjedt  to  the  fame  difeafe ;  and  as  their 
correlpondence,  which  was  carried  on  in  fic- 
titious names,  was  the  mutual  joy  of  their 
lives,  it  is  not  impoflible,  but  the  world  may 
be   one  day   favored    with    the  letters  of 

LucRETiA  and  Amanthis. 

% 

There  was  alfo  in  this  family  a  petted 
grand-daughter,  the  pofthumous  child  of  their 
'cldeft  fon,  who  died  in  a  decline,  and  was 
followed  by  a  beautiful  young  woman,  his 
wife,  within  one  hour  after  the  birth  of  her 
infant. 

Sir  Arthur  Meredith  fucceeded  his  father 
in  an  eftate  of  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
charged  with  a  heavy  mortgage,  and  younger 
childrens'  portions. 

The  family  lived  precifely  in  the  lame 
ftyle>frdm  generation  to  generation  i  the  fame 
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number  of  domeuics,  the  fame  mode  of 
living,  and  the  fame  rental  from  their  farms  j 
and  having  neglefted  to  raife  their  tenants, 
equivalent  to  the  advance^of  every  neceflary 
of  life,thefe  had  grown  into  opulence,  as  their 
generous  landlord  had,  infenfibly,  become  in- 
volved in  difficulties. 

Sir  Arthur,  therefore,  fo  far  from  difcharg- 
ing  the  debts  and  old  incumbrances,  was  Qvg/jf^ 
day  adding  new  ones.  * 

John  Morgan,  Efq.  a  rich  neighbour, 
willingly  advanced  to  Sir  Arthur,  on  every 
cmergency,and  the  eafc  wherewith  money  was 
obtained,  fo  lulled  the  Baronet,  and  he  was, 
befides,  of  fo  eafy,  hofpitable  and  benevolent, 
a  difpofition,  that,  while  he  faw  the  long-fa-* 
miliar  faces  of  his  train  of  domeftics,  while  his 
old  coach  held  together,  and  the  almoft  foun- 
dered coach  horfes  could  draw  his  Lady  and 
family  to  church,  while  that  family  were  tran- 
quil and  happy,  he  fcldom  burthened  his 
thoughts  with  the  date  of  his  finances.    As 

he 
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the  rents  catpe  in,  the  ftcward  paid  them 
away  j  when  money  was  wanting,  Mr.  Mor- 
gan provided  it,  without  giving  Sir  Arthur 
any  other  trouble,  than  juft  figning  a  parch- 
ment, by  way  of  fecurity,  in  which,  indeed, 
lately,  it  had  been  thought  propeY-  for  Mr. 
Edmund  Meredith  to  join. 

On*  the  evening  the  difturbance  happened 
^bcgan  to  relate,  the  family  at  Code  Gwyn 
hOTf  according  to  antient  cuftom,  been  dan- 
cing out  the  old  year,  and  the  younger  part 
had  juft  left  the  great  hall  on  a  fummons  to 
fupper,  when  the  "firing  a  piftol  called  every 
being  out,  fave  Sir  Arthur,  who  was  lame, 
land  his^f^ady,  whO:j  being  fubjcft  to  nervous 
afFeftions,  had  not  power  to  ftir. 

Sounds  of  different,  voices  approaching  the 
houfe,  mingled  with  joyful  exclamations,  ftill 
iHore  excited  the  wonder  of  Sir  Arthur,  when 
a  fun-bumt  young  man,  in  blue  un^m,  en- 
tered and  knelt  before  him,  followed  by  the 
whole  poffe  who  had  gone  out,  and  two  other 

B6  ftrangersi 
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ftrangcrs  5  one,  a  fquare  built  man  in  blue,  the 
other,  a  tall,  fickly  looking  perlbn,  enveloped 
in  great  coats. 

Lewis  Meredith  had  nearly  fallen  a  martyr 
to  the  climate,  rather  thaA^eave  his  ftiip, 
when  the  Colonel  of  a  regiment  on  the  fta- 
tion  became,  unexpeftedly,  by  the  death  of 
his  uncle  and  coufin,  a  Peer  of  the- Realm  of 
Great  Britain  5  fome  wild  exccfles  having  rtsj^ 
dered  his  abfcnce  from  England  convenient  and 
nec^cffary,  he  had  exchanged  a  lieutenantcy  in 
the  guards  for  a  company  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  after  long  refidence  was  thought  to  be 
dying,  when,  by  the  opportune  departure  of 
his  relation,  he  became  a  Peer,  and  a  man  of 
fortune.  Mr.  Maclhean,  furgeonof  the  mari 
of  war  to  which  Lewis  Meredith  belonged,  a 
Scotchman  of  great  mjedical  knowledge,  had 
been  perfuaded  by  the  lieutenant,  to  give  his 
attendance  to  Colonel  Ciaverton,  who  wanted 
confide^  in  the  Surgeon  of  his  own  com- 
pany, and  Meredith,  out  of  his  Httky  afliftcd 
the  Colonel's  very  reduced  purie. 

The. 
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The  firft  thing  Colonel  Claverton  did,  on 
receiving  die  news  of  his  good  fortune,  was, 
to  take  his  paflage  home,  and  as  nothing  was 
fo  dear  to  him  as  felfi  and  as  he  believed 
Lieutenant  Meredith  one  of  the  beft  failors, 
and  Macfliean  one  of  the  befl:.I)o6tors  in  the 
world,  he  prevailed  on  the  X^ommander  in 
chief  to  give  each  of  thefe  Officers  leave  to 
return  to  England,  on  account  of  health,  and 
generoufly  engaged  to  pay  their  paflagc. 

Meredith,  as  we  have  faid,  was  an  invalid  j 
but  Macfhean's  motives  for  accompanying 
his  noble  patient  were  too  deep  and  manifold 
to  be  at  this  time  delineated.  They  fet  fail 
in  a  Merchant- fhip,  which  brought,  them,  after 
41  tempeftuous  voyage,  ofFAnglefea, where  they 
were  obliged  to  put  in,  and,  to  the  LieutCr 
nant's  great  joy,  he  found  himfelf,  after  a  few 
hours  travel,  thirty  miles  only  from  his  p^ter- 
jBal  hoaie.       :      . 

r 

.  The  weather-  was  intenfely  cold ;  great 

quantities  of  fnow  had  fallen,  and,  before  the 

:  5  mails 
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mails  were  cftabliflied,  every  traveller  knows 
how  tedious  and  difficult  a  journey  from  thofe 
parts  to  London  was ;  Lord  CJ  aver  ton  was, 
really,  too  much  indifpofed  to  undertake  it, 
and  the  inns  being  inconvenient  and  ill  fur- 
niflied,  it  was  with  great  fatisfaAion,  he  heard 
a  chaife  and  four  would  carry  them  in  the 
courfe  of  one  day  to  a  comfortable  habita^ 
tion. 

At  the  rattling  of  the  carriage  over  the 
ftone  bridge,  the  dogs,  who  were  unufed  to 
the  found  of  any,  but  the  heavy  old  coach 
wheels,  took  the  alarm,  and  the  foremoft  ha- 
ving reached  the  chaife,  juft  as  the  friends 
were  aflifting  the  invalid  out,  he,  who  was 
not  remarkable  for  patience,  fired  his  piftol 
and  (hot  the  animal  dcad^. 

Never  was  family  more  united  than  that  of 
Code  Gwyn  :  Sir  Arthur  wept  aloud  on  his 
fon's  nelk,  while  his  daughters  were  dividing 
their  attention  between  their-  almoft  fainting 
mother  and  the  welcome  brother,  Mr.  Me- 
redith 
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redith  preft  the  Lieutenant  to  his  fraternal 
heart,  the  fervants  crowded  in,  and  old  Grif- 
fiths fobbed. 

Thofe  exquilite  fcnfations  in  fome  degree 
fubfided,  in  refpeft  to  the  ftrangers,  and  the 
Lieutenant  had  no  fooner  introduced  Lord 
Claverton  by  name,  than  Griffiths  hurried 
the  domeftics  out  of  the  parlour. 

Lady  Catherine  rofe  with  dignity  to  wel- 
come them ;  Mifs  Catherine  figured  to  her- 
felf  the  idea  of  a  fick  knight,  and  adjvanced 
nearer,  to  take  a  full  view  of  a  perlbn,  whofe 
arrival  favored  much  of  the  books  fhe  had 
ftudied.  Mifs  Ag«es  retired  immediately  to 
confult  Mrs.  Griffiths  on  the  new  arrange- 
ment  of  the  table ;  and  Mary,  having  a  Lord 
for  herfubjeft,  was  determined  to  begin  a 
letter,  that  very  night,  Xfi  her  friend,  Mifs 
I'eggy  Jones. 

Sir  Arthur  and  Mr.  Meredith  were  in- 
born gentlemen  -,  they  rcfpcded,  without  be- 
ing 
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ing  abafhed  at  the  prefence  of  a  nobleman, 
and  the  true  politeneYs,  inherent  to  the  cha- 
rafter  they  fupported,  i-endered  their  compli- 
ments eafy  to  their  guefts,  and  had  the  efFecEl, 
of  compofing  the  reft  of  the  family :  mutual 
introduftions  took  place,  an  eafy  chair  was 
drawn  next  the  fire  for  the  invalid,  Mifs  Agnes 
fent  in  a  falver  of  cordials,  and  old  Griffiths 
fet  about  forae  additions  to  the  table  and  fide- 
board,  with  the  aftivity  of  twenty-five. 

.The  company  being  thus  comfortably 
feated,  congratulating  eacTi  other  on  the  event 
of  the  night,  were,  a  fecond  time,  alarmed  by 
a  voice  of  female  diftrefs :  The  folding  doors 
were  thrown  open,  and  a  young  girl  appeared, 
tears  ftreaming  from  her  eyes,  her  hands  and 
face  fmeared  with  blood,  and  dragging  in  her 
arms  the  ftill  bleeding  carcafs  of  poor  Lion. 
A  fight  fo  new  and  unexpefted,  (truck  them 
with  amazement,  particularly  the  ftrangcrs. 

"My  dear  girl,"  faid  Mr.  Meredith, 
*' where  have  you  been,  in  the  joyful  confufion 

of 
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t>f  the  night  I  had  quite  forgot  you/'  "  Sec," 
laid  (he,  finking  under  the  weighrof  the  dead 
animal,  "fee  what  the  ftrange  men  have  done! 
0,my  dear  dear  Lion,"  throwing  herfclf  byhis 
fide,  ^^  what  harm  had  you  done  to  them?  you 
only  took  care  of  your  own  matter  and  mif- 
trefs,  and  they  have  killed  you  for  being 
better  than  themfclvcs." 

Lion  was  a  great  favorite;  joy  at  the  arrival 
of  their  young  matter  had  licenfed  the  incru- 
fion  of  the  iervants,  regret  for  the  animal, 
again  brought  them  to  the  door  s  an  awk- 
ward girl,  niece  to  the  houfekeeper,  fome- 
times  maid,  fometimes  champion,  and,  ottener, 
companion  to  the  dittreffed  damfel  on  the 
ground,  pulhed  in,  and  taking  the  dog  in  her 
ftrong  arms,  defired  the  fair  mourner  to  be 
comforted ;  for  a  very  good  reafon,  all  the 
crying  in  the  world  would  not  bring  Lion  to 
life;  and,  for  her  part,  (he  nas  fure  the  ttran- 
gers  were  negers,  for  none  others  would 
hurt  fuch  a  harmlefs  creature ;  and,  inteed, 
ihc  thought  Matter  Lewis  might  a  come  to 

his 
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his  own  home,  without  bringing  lavage  ne- 
gers  with  him/'  at  the  end  of  this  Ipeccht 
Winifred  Griffiths  thought  proper  to  ftalk 
out  with  the  dead  anioial  in  her  arms,  with- 
out deigning  to  caft  a  look  around. 

*^  My  dear  child/^  laid  Lady  Meredith,  "wc 
are  all  forry  for  poor  Lion  s  but  you  muft  not 
forget  your  uncle/' 

The  Lieutenant,  though  very  fond  of  this 
young  relative,  could  not  help  laughing  at  her 
appearance,  which  fhe  obferving,  retreated 
behind  Sir  Arthur's  chair,  who  advifed  her  to 
go  and  compofe  herfelfi  "  In  the  morning," 
faid  lie,  fmiling and  looking  at  the  blood,  "you 
will  not  be  quite  fo  much  in  diftiabille.*^ 

This  gentle  hint  turned  her  attention  to  her 
own  figure;  "  Gracious  !"  {he  exclaimed,  and 
happening  to  encounter  the  face  of  Mac- 
Ihean,  diftended  into  a  broad  grin,  ran  out  of 
the  room  covered  with  confufion, 

'^A  very  extraordinary  young  lady  this>" 
faid  the  peer,  fmiling  ironically. 
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"  She  Is  a  very  good  g^rl,  my  Lord/*  an- 
fwcrcd  Lady  Meredith,  "the  accident  to  Lion 
wholly  engroiTes  her ;  you  'will  like  her  better, 
when  you  know  her  more.'' 

''Every  body  Hkes  Ellen,"  faid  Sir  Arthur, 


€€ 


Your  grand-daughter,  I  prefume  ?" 


Lady  Meredith  bowed* 

''Lion  was  the  largeft  of  his  kind,'*  conti- 
nued his  Lordftiip,  "  I  ever  knew  to  be  a 
lady's  favorite.'* 

''  His  appearance,  it  muft  he  confcfled,  was 
a  little  formidable,"  anfwcred  the  Surgeon. 

«'  I  expefted  him  at  my  throat,"  returned 
the  Peer. 

"  I  dare  fay,  my  Lord,"  faid  Mifs  Meredith, 
gravely  advancing,  ''  you  took  him  for  fomc 
mifcreant  Knight  m  difguife  ?" 

«  Madam!" 
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"Madam!" 

"  I  fay,  my  Lord,  I  prefumc  your  prowc6 
would  not  have  been  exerted  againft  the  poor 
dog,  had  you  believed  him  to  have  been  a 
dog  J  but,  as  Code  Gwyn  has  certainly  the  air 
of  an  enchanted  /caftle,  and  Lion  was  fo  un- 
courteous,  it  was  natural  for  you  to  conclude 
he  was  fome  difguifed  enemy;  I  am  extremely 
concerned  your  arms,  which  have,  doubtlefe, 
been  bright  in  conqueft,  Ihould  be  dilgraced 
by  fo  ignoble  a  fubjeft  j  I  heartily  rejoice, 
however,  the  deed  was  done  with  piftols, 
which  are,  indeed,  weapons  fit  only  for  the  ca- 
nine race;  your  bright  fword,  my  Lord,  which 
••'I  make  no.  doubt  you  have  often  drawn  in 
defence  of  virtuous  daimfcls,  and  renowned 
knights,  remain  unfuUied  by  a  mean  contcft." 

"Madam  I"  repeated  his  LordlHp  in  ado-- 
nifhment. 

Mifs  Meredith  had  made  her  ipeech,  and 
retired  to  her  feat. 

When 
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When  the  reader  knows  how  fanaous  Lord 
Claverton  was  for  'refcuing  ^'virtuous  dam-' 
fels,'*  and  what  reafon  he  had  to  admire  ^*  va-* 
loroys  Knights/'  they  will  account  for  the  en-- 
tire  change  of  countenance  Mjls  Meredith's 
'  abfurd  fpeech  produced ;  he  complained  of 
indifpofition,  wiflied  to  retire,  and,  with  a  cold 
determined  air  declined  partaking  of  the  fup* 
per,  which  was  fetting  on  the  table ;  the  fur- 
geon  offered  to  attend  him,  but  his  fervicea 
were  rejefted ;  the  valet  was  fummoned,  and 
fo  exit  my  Lord. 

Perhaps  a  happier  fet  never  met  than  the 
fupper  party  this  night  at  Code  Gwyn:  Lewis 
fat  between  Sir  Arthur  and  my  Lady ;  Cathe- 
rine refted  hqr  arms  on  the  table,  while  fhe 
defended  her  a^drefs  to  Lord  Claverton  againft 
the  good-rwttured  attacks  of  Mr.  Meredith, 
1^  whofe  roinantic  turn,  though  he  knew  he 
could  not  cure,  he  wiflied  to  curb*  Doftor 
Macflie^n  wa3  now  liltening  to  Mifs  Agnes's 
procefs  of  making  d;ftillcd  waters,  now  ftying 
civil  things   to  Mpjry,   and    now   drinking 

bumper 
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bumper  after  bumper  of  Welch  ale  to  Sir 
Arthur,  an^  his  meffmate's  health ;  and  wc 
muft  confefs,  the  Baronet  and  his  fon  pledged 
htm  until  it  was  time  for  the  ladies  to  retire. 


CHAP.    II. 


LORD  Claverton's  ill  humour  was  not 
leffened  by  the  morning's  refleftionsj  he, 
very  charitably,  configned  Code  Gwyn  and 
its  inhabitants  to  the  devil ;  and  curfing  their 
outree  civility,  made  two  refolutions  before 
he  rofe  from  the  bed  of  down,  which,  for 
nea'tnefs  and  comfort,  might  repofe  a  Prince. 
Firft  then,  he  recoUefted  feveral  circumftan* 
ces  it  was  no  longer  agreeable  to  remember, 
fuch  as  ads,  innumerable,  of  kindnefs  from 
Lieutenant  Meredith,  and  which,  therefore, 

having 
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having  no  further  ufc  for,  it  woiild  be  con- 
vement  to  bury  in  oblivion.  To  break,  there- 
fore, with  the  hofpitablc  family,  under  »vhofe 
rocrf,  he  was  at  that  moment  enjoying  com- 
forts, he  which  to  had  long  been  a  ftrangcr, 
was,  refolution  the  firft.  And,  fecondly,  to 
leave  Code  Gwyn,  and  all  its  horrid  inhabi- 
tants, the  moft  dilgufting  of  whom,  was  the 
awkward  girl  and  her  friend  Lion,  the  inftant 
a  carriage  could  be  procured.  He  had  juft 
arranged  thefe  important  manoeuvres,  when 
Mrs.  Griffiths  bounced  into  his  chamber,  and 
having  difcovcred  he  was  awake,  withdrew 
the  window  curtains,  opened  the  fliutters,  and 
alked  if  his  Lordfhip  was  ready  for  breakfaft, 
which,  on  account  of  his  ficklinefs,  Mifs  Ag- 
nes had  ordered  to  be  fcnt  to  his  chamber. 

*'  Sicklinefi  !'*  returned  he. 

'^  Oh,  aye,  to  be  fure,  my  Lord,  you  does 
look  very  deadly,  but  our  clear  air,  and  goats 
ivhey/'— 

^Curfe 
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**  Curfe  your  whey,  you  ftupid  old  devil/* 
interrupted  his  Lordfhip,  in  a  kind  of  inward 
voicew  which,  as  Mrs.  GriiEths  was  a  little  hard 
of  hearing,  excited  her  attention,  without  mak- 
ing her  acquainted  with  his  inveftives. 

"  Did  your  Lordfliip  pleafe  to  fpeak?" 
"  Where  is  my  fcoundrel  ?*' 

«  Where's,  what—"  The  valet  at  that  in- 
ftant  entered.  ^^Oh,  Mr.  Jofeph,  your 
Mafter  wants  you."  He  was  followed  by  two 
rofy  cheeked  damfels,  carrying  each  plates  of 
different  eatables ;  three  forts  of  rolls,  buttered 
anddrytoaft,  bifcuits,  cakes,  eggs  and  home 
made  fweetmeatsj  then  came  Edward  Grif- 
fiths, with  a  mafly'tea  equipage  of  the  laft 
century,  and  after  him  a  ftraight-haired  foot- 
man, with  a  large  tea  ketde. 

''My  Lord  wants  Ibmething,  I  cannot 
make  out  what,  to  be  fure,  poor  gentleman,, 
his  lungs  be  infedlcd." 

«'Arc 


'  **Are  you  laying  in  pcovifions  fbi^  ^Hege  V! 
cried  Lord  Clavert6nj  in  a  mazc>as  he  viewed 
the  breakfafl. 

"  Dear  me  !  my  Lord/*  anlwcred  die  old 
houfekeeper,  officioufly  arranging  the  tea- 
board,  and  finiling  exultingly,  "  Peace  and 
Plenty,  that's  our  way  at  Code  Gwyn.'" 

"Are  the  whole  family  coming  hisre  t9 
breakfafl:  ?" 

*'  Here !  oh  dear,  no,  they  be  all  in  die 
.great  hall,  as  merry  as  grigs,  God  blefs  *em, 

but  here,  lord  'tis  new  year's  day  j  I  wilh  your 
^Ijordfliip  a  happy  new  year,  if  pleafe  God  to 

refiore  you. 

*  Lord  eiaverton's  looks  tcftified  difgqft  and 
impatience.  Mrs.GrifEi!hs  faw  ibmethipg  was 
the  matter,  and  as  (he  feldom  was  ac  the  trou- 
ble of  puzzling  herfelf  ^bout  caufes,  fhimbled 

'  on  the  one  moft  mordfying  to  oyr  Pcen    < 

.  '*  Well,  well,  don't  dc^air ;  comej  to  be  furc 
,  yQu>  dp  look  mortal  bad>  and  Mifs  A^nes 
,,.  .vQL.i.  ,jL     .     ,  .  C  thinlU 


t<  EX  L  £  liL 

thifdcsBA  kwfyou  have  bcrii  pdifimed  by  the 
Iblacksj  and  if'foibic 


"Turn  the  beldame  out  of  the  room," 
faid  his  Lordlhip^  in  a  rage  he  no  longer 
fought  to  repel. 

Jofeph  was  a  fhrewd  fellow,  who  liked  toO 
"well  die  entertainment  at  Code  Gwyn,  to 
venture  affronting,  on  his  azvn  account,  a  lady, 
whofe  authority  in  the  fcrvants-hall  was  en- 
tire i  he  faw  his  X-ord  was  decidedly  angry  -, 
but  Mrs.  GriHiflis,  who  began  to  fufpeft  the 
fame  thing,  had  not  the  mdft  diftant  idea  df 
the  caufe  j  her  preceding  the  breakfaft  into 
his  chamber ;  her  remarks  on  his  bad  looksj 
?iM>d  p«iy5er  for  their  amendment,  were  fo 
.n»i^  dtfffv&nt^m^ms  -of^p^ying  her  court  to 
^Loid,aiid  obeying  Mifs  A£ne$,  .who  Iwl 
:pi]ticidfuiy  charged  her  over.njght,  to  fnind 
and  jcrtdic  iheir  mutml  management  an  .^e 
ixiorning   repaft,  Ihe  had  no  apprehenfion 
'/&^  coiiWhave  given  offence,  it  was  ^iherefore 
'  k^  turn  tolddk  amazed.    Jofeph  becikohed, 
*  nodded}  and  winked  in  vain*    To  6e  'turned 

out 
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#tit  of  a  room,  or  be  Spoken  h^ily  to,  isras 
perfectly  new  to  Mrs^Griffithsj  who,  wich  tha 
garrulous  propcn^  of  old  egr,  blended  fuch 
an  unafiedted  goodnefst  of  heart,  fuch  an  eager- 
nefs  to  enter  into  the  tnisfoitunc^  of  everjr 
being,  for  the  fake  of  alleviating;  as  well  as 
talking  of  therp;  (he  had  pafled  from 
Lady  Meredith's  pretty  yau9^  waiting  makly 
to  the  deaf  old  houfekeeper,  in  an  unkn<» 
peached  gradation  of  honefty  and  afFedion : 
In  fliort,itwas  not  mpre<  dangerous  to  rpi^ 
Lion  ihanafiront  heri«««fhe  ej^culatedi  ^^De« 
lirer  me,  good  Lordl'^ 

^^  Get  out  of  the  room,  you  candng  old-hy« 
pocrice,"  roared  XiOrdCkvettoa. 

«  Tou  a  lordr  laid  fhe  oW  Lady,  with 
bitter  emphafu,  and  flie  ftalked  (lowly  out  of 
the  chamber,  all  her  Cambrian  bJood  mounts 
ing  to  her  cheeks,  without  deigning  to  iook 

one  way  or  the  other. 

^This-fhoment  get  me  a  carriagej  let  me 
get  out  of  this  infernal  femily/* 

C*  We 
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.  Wc  h^ve  faid  what  were  his  Lordfhip's 
rcfoludons,  but  it  was  not  to  be.  The  fiiow 
had  fallen  fo  heavy  in  the  night,  the  road  over 
the  mountains  was  impafTable ;  no  carriage 
qould  be  got  neari^r  than  ten  miles,  and  it 
was.  noi:  fafc  to  venture  even  a  horfe,  as  the 
wind  fet,  the  fnov/  drifting  againfl  the  fide  of 
a  declivity,  by  which  they  muft  pafs,  in  theit 
way  to  England.  So  unaccountable  was  the 
averfion  Lord  Claverton  had  taken  to  Code 
Gwyn,  that  could  the  journey  be  undertaken 
with  any  thing  leis  than  fer/onal  danger,  it 
would  not  have  been  delayed  i  but  ill  healths 
change  of  climate,  the  heat  he  had  left,  the 
coldihe  had  to  encounter,  contributed  to  re- 
concile  him  .to  the  warm  room^  which  he  rc- 
folvcd  to  leave  as  litde  as  poffible,  while  he 
•v^ais  cortpetled  Co  ftay ':  He  had  juft  feht  away 
half  a  dozen  plates  of  provifion,  and  fet  down 
to  his  coffee,  when  the  Suiigeon  and  Lieute- 
niintip^  him  the  comj^iments  of  the.  morar 
ing.  /  ; 

NotwitbftwcSog 
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-  Notwithftanding  the  prudential  refolvcs 
which  an  hour  before,  were  the  refult  of  his 
pillow  cogitations,  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
commence  his  operations,  when  it  was  uncer- 
tain how  loi^  he  might  remain  under  the 
roof  he  defpifcd,  but  his  invincible  diflikc  to 
the  whole  family,  determined  him  to  make 
his  indifpofition  an  excufe  for  avoidmg  theiip 
fociety — ^he  had  thehead-ach,  his  nerves  were 
(battered,  he  could  not  bear  converfation : 
,  He  had  in  reality^  been  often  attacked  in  this 
way  before  he  embarked  for  England,  it  was 
therefore,  no  unnatural  conclufion,  that  his 
complaints  were  returned,  the  Lieutenant  very 
good  humouredly  offered  to. fit  in  his  cham- 
ber, though'  he  added,  that  his  mother  made 
a  great  point,  of  his  accompainymg  her  to  ^ 
chu^-ch. 

"To  church!"  cried  l<ord  ClavcrtOA, 
•ftaring. 

"  Juft  fo,  my  Lord,"  anfwered  Dr.  Mao 
flieari,  '*  though  it  is  three  miles  oflj  ^"^  ^^ 
/now  two  foot  decp/^ 

C3 


^  Oh,  pray  go  to  church/'  faid  Lord  Cla- 
vdrton,  if  onicaUjr,  **  I  hope  all  the  curious  fee 
will  follow/' 

The  Lieutenant,  a  littltS  fwqued,  affurcd 
him,  that  excepting  diofc  neceflary  to  attend 
eA  his  Lordfhip,  and  hisf^her,  the  whole 
*femily  would  folhw^ 

Lord  Ckverton  knew  what  was  right,  tho' 
he  feldbm  conde&c»uihrd  to  a6t  c^  to  that 
knowlcdgr,.  and  dpoiogs2vdj  he,^  however, 
wioidd  not  accept  of  the  company  of  either  of 
hb  felfow  ti<airelk«s,  but  infifted  on  t^ir  obey** 
tng  Qifdtm.  thef  had  not  beie^ti  gond  five 
inkuite$>  when  Jdfeph>  who  hod  the  gig  of 
]$iei%cracing  hisliOrdlhip^&dilpoAHofii,  in  a  vefy 
fuperior  degree,  and  confequendy  underftood 
the  Code  Gwyn  family  were  objeAs  of  his 
contempt,  came  in,  with  a  £ityrical^  grin  on 
his  fece,  to  beg  his  Lordfliip  would  go  into 
the  gallery,  and  /ee  the  old  fanciily  cart  take 
^  iAs  loadr 


ti 


The 


£LL£K 
*«The  gallery!  where  the  deiril's tfaatf* 


Jofeph.  opened  a  door  oppofiis  to  the  one 
they  entered  from  the  ftair*caie  inix>  z  long 
gallery,  furmfhed  with  a  great  number  of  old 
portraits)  with  a  very  large  painted  bow  win^ 
dow  at  the  fijrther  end,  which  fervtd  only  w 

More  for  exercife^than  curiofity^LordCla^ 
verton  ftalked  down^  but  inftead  of  troubling, 
hkiiftlf  ab^ut  tht  ftmUyr  m^/^  m  jPofirph  fo 
ii^tily  termed  the  cooefc^wat  reMrrMg^  whMj; 
ihr^d^gb  theg^Mm  at  ito  fefdwr  trtd>  he  fvm 
It  io6r  open,  andf  a  form  approach,  whkh-^* 
warm  imaginailoft  Hkeiied  m  die  Juuiriet  ol 
Mahometan  Paradife, 

It  was  si  Hkm  ekgant  female,  dre (Ted  !n  a 
callico  jacket  and  coat,  fiiort  enough  to  dif-- 
Mwet  a  beamiftd  tusned  ancle,  ofenacfhe 
neck,  and  armt  M  wU«e  at  fM^,  a  profufioiv 
of  light  brown  hair  b  natural  ringlets^  (haded 
ha  ^bafter  forehead^  a  pair  of  lovely  brows 

C  4»  2*"^ 
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and  hShtSy  two  (hades  darker,  gave  her  elf  ar 
blue  eyes  a  hazle  caft,  her  features  were  more 
beautiful  than  regular,  her  lips  of  the  deepeft 
rofe  pink,  half  open,  difplayed  a  fet  of  fmall 
white  teeth,  her  complexion  pure  and  ele- 
gant^  and  her  form  a  model  of  fymmctry  5 
ihe  tript  along  the  gallery,  tying  on  a  ftraw 
hat,  and  was  followed  by  a  (hort  thick  black 
eyed  girK'Carrying  a  white  dimity  cloak  and  a 
pair  of  mittens. 

Lord  Glaverton  was  ftruck-^fuch  a  crca^ 
ture  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  dark  dun-^ 
geon  1  his  ardent  gaze  as  fhe  drew  near  raifed 
a  crimfon  glow  over  Ae  moft  lovely  face  and 
feireil  neck  he  ha4  «wr  fecn— ihc  courtcfied 
and  went  oru 

/  <«  What  a  Hehei"  exclaimed  the  Peer; 

^'  Her  name  is  EUen,*'  quoth  the  waiting 
damfel,  alfo  courtefyingi  and  paflcd  on. 

ft 

Lord 


't 
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Lord  Clayerton  having  followed'  the  fair 
vifibn,  as  he  was  half  inclined  to  think  heri 
with  his  eyes,  haftily  returned  to  the  bow 
window  to  fee  if  it  made  any  part  of  the  loadr 
ing  Jofeph  defcribed*  -  She  was  lifted  up  the 
ftep,  light  as  a  Goffemer,  by  Lewis  Merecfithj 
the  carriage  drove  very  flowly  off,  but  Lord 
Claverton's  eyes  were  rivetted  to  the  Ipot. 
Jofeph  was  at  hand  and  as  penetrating  as  ever, 

'^  Shall  I  make  any  enquiries  about  that 
young  lady,  my  Lord  ?" 

"  This  moment^'* 

Jofeph  .defcended  to  the  fervant^  haU,  Lord 
Qaverton  returned  to  his  chamber,  the  face, 
fhape,  complexion^  and  innocence,  he  piet  in 
the  gallery,  ftill  before  his  eyes.  Jofeph  foon 
returned  with  a  meaning  face.  It  was  the 
identical  yovtng  lady  ;whofe  warm  embraces, 
though  they  might  animate  a  ftatue,  failed  to 
Recall  the  maltifF.  to  life,  and  her  maid,  the 
fame  civil  being,  who  had  '  beftowed  on  his 
Lordfhip  the  epithet  of  neger. 
«         :  C.<  .■  -     •         :    -K 
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L/>td  Claverton  had  Bred  foiM  years 
ftbroadihis  connexiorui  were  a  little  among  the 
fellow  beaotiesi  whom  ftttw  tempted  to 
al)af)don  their  eounftry  and  health  together,  and 
0  ^fsat  deal  among  their  wrct<5hed  flares,  the 
feee  of  every  young  wontan  he  had  fecn  fince 
hiSr  arrival  iri  Britain,  appeared  therefore  to 
advantage,  but  this  girl  was  beyond  any  thing 
he  remembered  in  Jiis  coftnexion*  even  before 
he  left  England ;  very  ignorant,  and  indeed 
foolifh,  the  tears  flie  Ihed  for  her  dog  evinced 
her,  but  no  matter,  he  fliould  have  the  lefs 
trouble  in  getting  her,  which  if  he  liked  her 
as  well  at  the  next  interview,  he  was  refolvcd 
upon.  'Tis  true,  beautiful  as  Ellen  was,  it 
was  the  beauty  of  a  tall  child ;  but  neither 
did  that  mutter^  it  Was  a  faidt  eveiy  day  would 
iiiend* 

**Joe,  faid  the  noble  Lord,  I'll  have 
that  girl.'*  (Joe  thought  as  much  from  tht 
moment  he  «iet  her  in  the  gallery)  •*  There^ 
fore  (picking  his  teeth)  do  you  contrive  to 
kno.w  every  thing  about  her/' 


«  Her  maid  is  fo  cuffed  ugly!  my  Lord. 


>» 


I 

i 


*'  That's  your  affeir,  I  flwdl  only  keep  At 
Miftrrfs— Damn  it,  I  wifti  I  had  not  been  15 
itt  this  mornhig/* 

"  To  be  fure,  my  Lord,  that  ia  a  pityi  be*- 
eaufc  you  cannot  poflibly  leave  your  room 
to-day,  and  the  femily  — ** 

<<Ofa3  curft  ^  &mily>  don't  talk  of  Am^, 
but,  d'ye  hear,  you  may  get  acquainted  witb 
1^  old  beldame." 

Joe  promifedto  do  his  beft  and  my  Lord's 
impatience  foon  ient  him  on  his  honorable 
million.  Meanwhile  his  Lordfliip  very  deli-f 
be^tely  be^n  to  lay  the  plan  of  his  future 
eftabliffimenta.  ia  which,  however,  he  confi- 
dered  it  as  too  ^eat  an  honor  for  a  litdc 
country  ruftic  to  be  included,  and  therefore 
intended  to  keep  her  for  his  hours  of  rclax^ 

atiOD,,iaa  finaU  bM^eear  the  imeiopoHs., 

It  was  thus  the  noble  Peer  contrived  to- 
elude  the  enemy  while  the  ^fle  Knight^, 
under  whofe  holpitable  roof  he  was  enter* 
t^nedj  not  being  able  to  go  to  church,  read 

C:6  the^ 
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the  leflbns  of  the  day  to  Mr.  .Griffiths,  and 
while  his  as  fimplc  family  were  aikbg  the 
blefling  of  the  Being  they  fcrved  on  the  new 
year,acuftom  ftill  adhered  to  in  many  parts  of 
a^irieht  Britain, 

«  ■  •        T  ■ 

The  return  from  over-fea' of  die  fon  of  a 
beloved  chiefi  was  news  too  interefting  to 

^  his  tenants  and  neighbours  to  be  concealed; 

k  had  fpread  over  the  Parifti  with  the  addii* 

1  tion  that  Mafter  Lewis  brought  home  with  him 

a  Lord,and  another  great  man,  who  would  un- 
iq^ueftionably  be  at  church  with  the  family 
on  fo  great  a  feftival  as  New  -  Year's  Day, 
The  foliy  of  thefe  ignorant  people  was  par- 
donable,  ,  fince  it  was  impoITible  they  cpuld 
conceive  how'  little  refpeft  the  lords  arid 
great  men  of  the  world /pay  even  to  the  Sab- 
bath  day : 

But  althOB^  the  pea&nisi  waded  ^  j;hrougte 
the  fnoyr,  fome  to  fay  their  prayers,  others 
to  fee  x!kt  ftrarigers,,  a  lord  was  not  the 
tery  ftrahgcft  fight  they  had  ever  fceri, 
for  there  aftually  was  at  that  time  a  noble- 
man, who  refided)  from  Jline  'tiUFebruary 
'   '  »  '  every 
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pvery  year,  at  his  Caftle,  within  three  miles 
of  Code  Gwyn  churchy  and  though  a  lord 
is  a  Lord  every  where,  they  are  hot,  we  pre- 
fume,  all  exaftly  alike  -,  the  Lord  of  Caftle 
Howel  for  Inftance,  was  (as  reported)  a  crofs, 
proud,  referved,  old  man ;  yehereas,  him  at 
Code  Gwyn  was,  if  not  young,  much  young- 
er, and  moreover, .  had  come  from  beyond 
(ea  with  Sir  Arthur^s  fon,  who  was  well  re- 
membered :  to  he  the  beft-  hearted,  beft  tem- 
pered  youth  in  the  world,  and^  )vho,  as  they 
had  been  conftant  hearers  of  all  his  dangers) 
either  from  his  own  letters  or  the  weekly 
papers,  which  Sir  Arthur  read:  to  them,^  was 
expeftcd,  ^j  he  cfcaped^he  .perils  of  the  fea, 
to  be  a  fecond  Bcnbow,  or  Matthews  at 
leaft,  two  of  the  gr^ateft  Admirals  they  had 
ever  heard  of   / 

C^B^Gwyn  Chifi^^h  wag  crowded,  and  a 
genlMMklle  in  the  congregation,  with  wKif- 
pers  that  hiflcd  through  t;|ie<.aifles^.faluted,the 
young  officer  as, be.  led  hi|s'  mother  to  the 
pew.  foUowj^dr.  by  Pr>  Mac{hean>  his  filters, 
and  niece.    This  had  <fcarc«  Aibf?ded,  and 

.      ,     '     ■  '      -Mr.' 
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Mn  Meredith  moiJnted  the  pulpit,  before  ^ 
iecond  objeft  of  curiofity,  and  wonder  ap- 
peared. In  the  perfon  of  a  lady  of  the  bauf 
tOHy  whofe  chariot  wheels  had  rattled  the  few 
villagers  who  Were  not  at  church  irrto  cor^- 
ftefnation,  and  whofe  drefs,  (the  extremity  of  ~ 
the  fafhion)  free  ftep,  and  undatinted  maff- 
ner^  had  the  fame  effeft  on  thofe  who  were. 

Lady  Margaret  Howel  vtry  rardy  rifited 
any  place  of  worfhip,  but  being,  to  her  infi* 
ftite  mortification,  confined  to  the  duH  man* 
Hon  of  Caftk  Howel,  and  having  heard  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Lieutenant  and  his  friends,  came 
to  Code  Gwya  ehurch,  ia  hopes  to  fee  fonae-i 
thing  human  in  the  fhape  6f  man.  Up  then, 
tripped  Lady  Margaret  to  Sir  Arthur's  pew,, 
and  aftonifhed  Macfhean  with  the  eafe  of  hef 
*  faChionaWc  courtefy— "  Who,"  faid  he,  in  a. 
whilper  to  Catherine,  **is  Aat  old  Ij^jf^' 

<^OId  Lady,'^  replied  Catherihe,  ^^fee 
would  deem  you  a  very  tncourteous  knight 
to  call  her  fbs  (he  isT  a  fpinfter  of  great  ^floiioni 
has  read  very  Ktde/' 
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The  fcrvicc  began,  Mac(hean*s  obfcira- 
tiom  were  foil  of  matter :  Ladjr  Mai^garct's 
f  offing  grey  eyes  often  encountered  his  more 
penetrating  black  ones,  and  thofe  (he  faw,  did 
not  indicate  any  of  that  cold  refcrve,  whidi 
had  frozen  her  fenfibifity  m  the  parfon,  who^ 
fometime  back,  ftie  condeftended  ro'  thfaik 
tolerable. 

Lady  Margaret  had  an  entire  averfion  to 
her  family  name,  and  finding  her  fmall  fertune 
an  infurmountable  objeftion  to  any  exchange, 
was  taking  great  pains  to  remove  it,  by 
acaimtilations,  at  her  brother's  expencc,  and 
.  had  it  already  in  her  power,  amply  to  reward 
the  kindne6  of  any  gentfeman  who  fhould 
afEft  her  in  convertmg  Lady  Margaret  Howd 
into  Lady  Margaret  any  thmg  elfe. 

JHUMacihean  was  the  younger  Ton  of  ^ 
reSHRcotch  femily,  poor,  dependent,  and 
excepting  his  patron  the  Peer,  (for  whom,  by 
the  bye,  he  had  not  the  moft  profound  re- 
fpcft)  friendlcfs,  he  had  been  taught  by  many 
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a  bitter  leflbn  of  experience,  the  art  of  accom- 
modating himfelf  to  the  whims  and  caprices, 
and  even  tyranny  of  others,  when  his  owr\ 
difpofition,  with  power,  would  have  qualified 
him  to  be  as  whimfical,  capricious,  and  ty- 
rannical, as  the  ie/l.  Lady  Margaret  came  to 
church  in  an  elegant  carriage>^ith  two  foot^ 
men  in  fplendid  liveries,  and  as  he  perceived^ 
notwithftanding  an  immoderate  bloom  on  her 
^heek,  (he  was  an  old  lady  with  young  incli- 
nations, he  concluded  from  her  equipage  flie 
poffeffed  the  nc  plus  ultra  of  bis  wifhes,  in 
confequence,  he  certainly  looked,  and  faid,  as 
many  paflionate  things  as  the  time  and  place 
would  admit.  Lady  Margaret,  in  wonderful 
good  humour,  invited  herfelf  home  with'  the 
Code  Gwyn  family,  merely  to  congratulate 
Sir  Arthur  on  th,e  arrival. of  his  fon,.whom 
Ihe  obliged  to  take  a  feat  in  her  carriage,  and 
although  (he  had  made  a.  thoufand  j|flkft^ 
ations  againft  ever  venturing  on  tfa4[PRInT 
tainous  fide  qf  Caftle  Howel,  now  condcr 
(bended  to  be  dragged,  ftep,  by  ftep,  after  the 

dd 
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pld  coach^  in  momentary  danger  of  havings 
her  carriage  broken,  and  herfclf  thrown  out. 

^.  When  the  great  court  bell  rang,  and  Lord 
Claverton  ftrided  acrofs  the  gallery,  to  ftcal 
a  glance  at  the  beautiful  ruftic,  he  was  not  a 
little  furprifed  at  recognizing  Lady  Margaret 
Caftle  Howel,  whofe  face  had  many  years 
been  a  fixture  at  every  public  place  of  polite 
refort ;  he  fwore,  the  old  hag  had  laid  her 
fangs  on  the  Lieutenant,  and  congratulated 
himielf  on  his  refohitioii  not  to  (Ur  out  of  his 
apartment ;  but  a  quick  foot  afcending  the 
ftair,  foon  made  him  -regret  every  moment 
paiTed  in  it. 

Ellen,  more  beautiful  from  the  glow 
which  air  and  exercife  left  on  her  cheek,  hfCf 
hair  difordercd  by  the  wind,  the  fmile  of  Coa^ 
tent  dialing  round  her  mouth,  and  her  na* 
tural^^Hky  increafed  by  the  happinefs  th^ 
arrival  oTthe  Lieutenant  diiFufcd  in  the  far 
niilyi  gaily  tripped  to  her  apartment,  followe4 
by  her  faithful  fhadow  Winifred,  and  agaip 

dropped 
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dropped  a  courtdjr  to  his  LordJbip  zs  fhe 
paffedt 

^*  Heavens !  what  an  chjc6i  for  attention— 
for  admiration— for  ruin/' 

» 

His  eyes  followed  'till  Ihc  was  foft  at  the 
farther  extremity  of  the  gloomy  gdlery,  when 
he  retired  flowly  to  his  room. 


.,    ;    MM  $m 
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GOOD  humour  and  e^xmviaUfy*  MW 
reigned  in  arery  part  of  Codie  Gwyn 
Hbiife,  firre  that  where  bb  L/)rd{hi||^||Ks  ho*^ 

MTdiAf  agii^ted  by  ifeeMngs  nc40K^^^ 
new,  though  more  violent  than  he  had  lately 
experienced.  The  eafe  with,  wbieh  he  bod  a 
tmmtt  before  fettled  the  birfkiefr  vamAied, 
'  difficulties 
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difficuldes  innumerable  prcfented  thenafelves 
to  his  imaginadon,  but  it  is  the  province  of 
daring  minds  to  overcome  difficulties  —  by 
daring  I  do  not  mean  bravery,  no  ;  there  is  a 
ibrt  of refolution,  more  bold  than  bravery; 
more  perfevering  than  courage  $  more  witty 
than  wife  $  more  pliant  than  good  humour-^ 
pf  this  ibrt  was  the  daring  of  Lord  Claverton ; 
The  girl  he  was  reiblved  to  ha;ire,  but  how 
that  glorious  point  was  to  be  accompUlhed ; 
how  a  mind-  formed  in  the  very  bofintv  of 
porky  was  ta  be  eomnptcd  >  haw»  after  fise^ 
a»dmg^  to  eftapeche  fc^r  dignified  releiiu 
RMne  of  Mr,  Mcre(fidi^  or  die  paflSonaor  fe* 
venge  of  the  young  officer,  for  tbe  bveack  of 
•very  law  of  hofpitality,  were  points  theK  b^ 

gao  to  puzzk  him. 

f  « 

A  bcMled  chicken  and  white  foupj  which 
Mrs*  Jjl^ths  pron^amced  proper  for  a  fick 
bmfyj  wVprrved,  aftd  fent  back  umoodsed^ 
on  whrcb>  as  bis  of  appetite  was^in  her  opi^ 
nion^  tbe  greatefty  ifaot  onfy  fign  of  danger^ 
ihe  rcry  gravely  prefented  herfelf  a(  the  eU 

bow 


bow  of  Lady  Meredith,  and  affured  her,  the 
Lord,  above  ftairs,  was  in  a  very  bad  way. 

Lady  Margaret's  warm  congratulations,  her 
politenefs  to  the  Lieutenant,  and  her  conde- 
fccntion  to  every  body,  had  quite  eclipfed 
Lord  Claverton ;.  and,  as  to  Mr.  Macfhean, 
be  was  as  deeply  engaged  in  laying  plans,  as 
his  Locdftiip  himfelf  could  poffibly  be,,  and 
with  moxc  probability  of  fuccefs.;  he  by 
this  time  underftood,:Lady  Margaret  was  the 
only  fifter  of  the  Earl  of  Cattle  Howel  %  he 
faw,  jiotwithftanding  a  yaft  deal  of  powder, 
ftic  was  grey  j  and  a  vaft  deal  of  rouge,  flie 
was  ugly  i  but  it  was  a  defirablc  thing  to  be ' 
Mlated  to  an  old  Early  and  a  very  undefirable 
one  to  be  dependent  on  a  profligate  Peer| 
he  therefore  "  lighed  and  looked/'  But  deeply 
engaged  as  his  externals  were  in  befieging 
Lady  Margaret,  and  as  his  internalsJ|^re  in 
grrabgbig  every  advantage  thereflK  he  did 
not  forget  the  poffibility  of  a  difappointment^ 
X^^  ioiUnt  Mrs.  GrifHths  mentioned  his 
Lordfhipt's  lUnefs,  he  aroie  from,  table  witLaa 
.     .  apologizing 


apologizing  bow^  and  hailened  to  his  patron, 
followed  by  the  lieutenant:. 

Lord  Claverton  was  in  {o  profound  a  re-r 
verie,  that  the  Do&or  began  a  florid  apology 
before  he  perceived  they  were  in  the  roomj 
the  fight  of  the  Lieutenant^  however^  reflored 
the  invalid  to  his  ufual  prefence  of  miiid>  and 
"Ha!  Lewis,  how  are  you?"  with  a  fmsile^ 
dmt  proved  he  had  not  taken  ofience, 
dndan  animation  of  countenance>  tha;  alio 
evidenced  nearer  approach  to  convaltfcence 
than  he  had  yet  obferved,  fet  the  Do<5tor's 
inind  at  reft.  In  ihort>  it  was  one  part  of  his 
Lordlhip^s  preient  fcheme  to  be  wonderfully 
good  humoured ;  he  attribtited  his.  want  of 
appetite  to  confinement^. deter  mkied  on  a  rc^ 
form,  and,  being  mod  cordially  invited,  ac- 
tually condefcended  to  join  the  ba4>py  ^^arty 
below... 

.  Lady  Margaret^  whole  tedious  years,  had 
rolled  infipjdly  oil  between  London!  and.Caftle 

Howelt  p^r&AIy  reniemheced  .Cipcaui,'  now 

Lord 
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Lord  Cbvenon»  and^as  I  have  before  Taid^ 
Lord  Claverton  4cnew  her  Ladyfliip^  they 
were,  or  profeffed  to  be,  very  happy  at  fo 
unexpedcd  a  rencontre;  theirmutual  congra- 
tidations  kept  the  company  ftanding,'to  the 
great  edtfioatien  df  die  domeftics,  who  were 
fixed  in  open-^moudied  admiration,  *nli  Sir 
Arthur  from  his  wheel-ehair  interrupted  #)e 
fine  breecHng  of  <hi$  quality  guefls. 

**  Set  a  chaif  here,**  faid  he,  pointing  to  his 
rij^t'hand,  «* My  Lord,  you  are  welcome." 
^he^benevoleniit  finile,  the  fincere  look,  and 
cordial  Iha^e  ofthe  haaid,  drefTedt^  i»ih(mi 
in  nature- s  moft^ttra^iive  garbs  truth,  ha* 
»e%,  and  inbred  potitenefs,  graced  every  ac<* 
tion. of >Str  Arthur  Meredith. 
•-.».■'•• 

.  •^|E«'*t^^neis  in  hijn  was  not  the  eff^ftof 
familiarity,  but  the  caufe  of  it,"  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  god*s  making.  Lor#'^Claverton 
todk'the  offered  feat  with^rnqre  pleafure,  as 
on  part'Of^die  gouty  flool,  at  her  grand^^ 
iher'slcct^  h«friblue  eyes  mi^dto  hjl%  wich>a 

mixture 


smxture  af  love  aod  vtvtxitnc^  fat  the  bloiom- 
ing  Ellen. 

4 

There  wsere.praient^  who  ennuaUy  4ined  dC 
Code  Gwyn,  on  New  Ycar^  Day>  befides  the 
gueib  w^  h9v>e;nanied»  Mr.  James,  the  Sur^ 
gcM^  AgQthecwy,^  Man-Midwife,  and  Phy^ 
ilcian  of  the  village^  Mr.  Percival  Evelyn,  a 
youth  of  eighteen,  an  eleve  of  the  redtor's, 
and  John  Morg^  Ef(}.  Lord  of  -the  next 
Manor,  before  introduced  to  the  reader,  9$ 
tbe  CQiwmvi  .moaey-knding  friend  of  Sir 
Arthur  Metedieh^  a  gentleman  who  will  make 
a  con^ieiHms^yre  in  thf  events  of  this  hif- 
tdry,  and  who  will  gradwUy  unfold  his  own 
charafter,  J  (hall  therefore  only  fay,  few  men 
^i^dni&Ai^nXtfpmfm  with  moj^  ferriUty, 
or  treated  his  equate  with,  more  ;^parient 
franknefs  and  plaufibility,  which  was  indeed 
»xtGQ^ed!ti>)f\iebof  his  i^riori  as  v^e^ot 

soi-p^plt  itt  nn>4e  ip  ievfig^;  fcnfe  feel  Jb^ir 
civn  littlenefs,  an^M,cwf^uence :  he  .was  ^ 
perfect  adept  in  the  whole  art  of  bowing,  and 

managed 


managed  the  bend  of  his  body  according  to 
the  rank  or  riches  of  thofe  he  addreffed,  with 
an  exa<5litude  that  would  have  done  honor 
to  Sir  Pertinax  Mac  Sycophant  himfelf — to 
every  branch  of  the  Code  Gwyn  family 
Efquire  Morgan  bowed  pfe^ticularly  low,  to 
Lord  Claverton  and  Lady  'Margaret  Howcl 
ftiil  lower. 

4  »  T  ■  .  • 

flis  Lordjhtfs  eyes  were  fixed  on  £llen> 
Efquire  Morgan  perceived  fhe  was  grown 
tall,  and  prodigioufly  ,  improved, '  he  drank 
Sir  Arthur's  health,  and  a  happy  new  yiear. 
In  a  glafs  of  ale,  which  he  declared  lie  pre- 
ferred to  Champaignc.  .    » 

.  "Who  is  this-  gehtlemen  ?*^  whifpered  Mac* 

Ihcan  to  Mifs  Meredith.   .  /  •  / 

(         • 

? 

"He  is  the  disemoh  of  avarice  !*'  rg)lkd 
(he,  "and  owns  the  great  hdilfe  on  the  hill 5 
he  buys  evci-y  body'i  eftates^  and  lives  ifi  a 
corner  of  his  ownmanfion.'*        '      .       •> 

« 

r  • 

Macfliean 


I 
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Macftican  knew  enough  of  the  world  to  be 
certain  it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  take  a 
look  from  Lady  Margaret  to  bcftow  on  Joha 
Morgan,  Efquire. 

The  good  humour  of  the  company  was 
increafed  by  the  addition  to  their  focicty,  the 
lieutenant  rallied  his  fillers  on  their  being  old 
maids ;  Mifs  Meredith  gloried  in  the  title^ 
rather  than  unite  herfelf  to  any  man  who  had 
not  atchieved  fome  great  adventure,  and  ^ivcn 
proofs  both  of  valour  and  love. 

• 

'Squire  Morgan  called  the  young  man  to 
order,  he  declared  the  ladies  were  all  too 
young  to  fall  under  that  odium;  he  was 
warmly  feconded  by  Mr.  Macftiean^whohad 
his  doubts  whether  a  woman  of  twice  Mifi 
Meredith's  age  could  be  properly  called  an 
old  maid ;  a  woman,  who  could  feel  and  in- 
fpire  the  tender  paffion,  was  notfurely  pf  that 
defcription;  there  werewomen^  «$  me  of  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  knoufy  who  had  pa;fi[ed  the 
childhood  of  their  days,  but  who  were  ftill 

VOL.  u  D  objc6ts 
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t)bje6ts  of  dcfirc,  and  more  worthy  the  at- 
tachment of  rational  beings  than  it  was  poffiblc 
a  mere  girl  could  be. 

Three  pcrfons,  and  three  only  of  the  com- 
pany fully  comprehended  Mr.  Macfliean— 
thefe  were  Lady  Margaret,  Lord  Claverton, 
and  'Squire  Morgan,  the  latter  bowing  very 
low  to  hfer  Ladyftiip,  replied, "  exce  fignum." 

Whea  the  ladies  retired,  the  noble  invalid 
attended  them,  and  the  Reftor's  young  elcvc, 
who  appeared  to  be  quite  at  home,  after 
helping  Ellen  to  adjuft  Sir  Arthur's  culhion, 
followed  her  into  the  drawing  room, 

Percival  Evelyn  was  too  handfome  and  too 
attentive  to  Ellen,  to  efcapc  Lord  Claver- 
ton's  notice  i  the  plainnefs  of  his  drefs,  his 
unobtruQve  manners,  the  bludi  that  crimfon- 
ed  his  naturally  pale  interelling  face,  when 
called  on  to  (1,7c  his  fentiments  by  the  Rec- 
tor, the  diffidence  and  bafhfulnefs  that  ac- 
companied all  his  aftions^  (hewed  him  a  very 

defpic^le 
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dcrpicablc  rival,  but  a  rival  his  Lordftiip 
feared  he  certainly  v^as,  and  was  therefore  par- 
ticularly watchful  of  both  Ellen  and  him. 

The  night  being  very  cold  and  dark,  Lad^ 
Margaret  was  prevailed  on  to  accept  the  fe- 
cond  bed  room  -,  cards  and  the  gendemen 
appeared  together,  but  the  harp  in  the  hall 
was  a  more  welcome  fummons  to  the  younger 
part,  and  even  Lord  Claverton  would  dance 
if  Ellen  would  be  his  partner. 

Whether  it  was  the  difafter  of  her  dead 
favorite,  which  Winifred  did  not  fail  to  re- 
mind her  of;  whether  his  Lordfhip  was  a  bad 
parmer,  or  from  what  other  caufe,  certainly 
this  arrangement  did  not  particularly  pleafc 
Ellen ;  fhc  was,  however,  lb  fond  of  dancing, 
the  gloom  vanifhed  by  degrees,  (he  chatted, 
fung,  and  laughed  herfclf  fo  completely  into 
Lord  Claverton's  heart,  that  before  they 
parted  for  the  night  it  had  ftruck  him,  a  little 
polilh  Would  render  her  fit  to  grace  his 
Peerage. 

D  2  The 
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The  education  of  Ellen  had  indeed  been 
extraordinary;  ftie  had  learnt  to  read  of 
the  Re<5tor,  to  write  of  his  Clerk,  to  dance  of 
old  Griffiths,  to  fing  and  play  of  the  family 
Harper,  and  to  ride  of  the  BailifF:  Jn  this 
exercife  Ihc  was  fo  expert,  that  it  was  com- 
jnon  for  her  maid  Winifred  and  herfelf  to 
catch  a  horfe  on  the  mountain,  no  matter 
whofe,  and  gallop  two  or  three  miles  without 
bridle  or  faddles  fhe  was  very  famous  for  dif- 
covering  birds  nefts,  and  minded  not  any 
height  to  get  at  them ;  ready  to  follow  any 
body's  hounds  through  thick  and  thin,  and 
was  even  ah  excellent  fhot.  With  all  thefe 
accomplifhments  fhe  was  now  but  in  her  fif- 
teenth year,  with  the  &ce  of  Venus,  the  form 
of  Diana,  and  the  greateft  romp  in  the  world ; 
yet  the  natural  fcnfe  (he  was  bleffed  with,  the 
example  of  Lady  Meredith  and  her  daugh- 
ters, the  fcntiments  ihe  imbibed  from  them, 
and  the  conftant  practice  of  every  virtue,  even 
in  her  lanpoliftied  ftate  of  nature,  rendered 
her  ardels  conver£ujion  charming  and  enter- 
taining. 

To 
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To  his  LordIhip*s  great  joy  fhe  Was  evi- 
dently entertained  by  the  glowing  picture  of 
London,  he  contrived  to  mix  in  his  conVc?- 
iation ;  but  he  could  not>  with  all  his  art^  ex« 
tort  one  wifh  froth  her  to  fee  or  be  feen  there. 

The  'Squire  took  his  leave  at  a  late  hour> 
and  the  company  fcparatcd,  ap^  arcntly  dc* 
lighted  with  each  other* 


CHAP.    IV. 


AT  breakfaft,  the  three  pcrfons,  bent  on 
conqueft,  met  with  all  poflible  advan- 
tage 5  Lady  Margaret  gave  a  formal  bvita- 
tion  to  ail  prefcnt  to  fpend  that  day  week  at 
Caftlc  Howelj  Lord  Claverton  having  found 
frodigious  benefit  from  the  air^  no  longer  talked 
oi^Juddcn  removal. 

D3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Maclhcan  and  the  lieutenant  attended 
Lady  Margaret  on  horfeback,  and  were  intro- 
duced to  the  Earl  of  Caftle  Howel  j  when 
her  Ladylhip,  with  unufual  volubility,  diC- 
canted  on  the  prefent  happinefs  of  the  Code 
Gwyn  family,  explained  the  reafons  fhc  chofc 
to  aflign  for  her  vifit  there,  protefted  they 
were  the  beft  creatures  in  the  world,  and  that 
fhe  was  particularly  indebted  to  the  polite- 
nefs  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  efcorted  her 
home. 

«  ■ . 
The  Earl  bowed  to  each :  Lady  Margaret 
lamented  living  fo  long  in  the  neighbourhood 
without  having  cultivated  fuch  agreeable 
fociety ;  fhehad  engaged  them  to  fpcnd  a  day 
at  Caftle  Hbwel. 

-  The  Earl  bowed  a^ain,  and  Lady  Mar- 
garet having  opened  her  fcheme,  was  filent, 
confidering  on  the  next  ftep  towards  com- 
pleating  her  conqueft  over  the  irrefiftiblc 
Macfhean,  for  fo  he  now  appeared  to  her 


warm  imagination. 
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Mr.  Macfliean,  who  was  always  upon  tfie 
watch  for  any  thing  that  might  be  eventually 
advantageous,  attempted  to  enter  into  con- 
verfation  -,  but  a  grave  bow,  or  a  fingk  nnono- 
fyllable,  was  all  he  could  gain  from  the  Earl, 
and  perceiving  his  Lordfhip  was  totally  indif- 
ferent to  whatever  fubjeft  was  ftarted,  and 
that  Lady  Margaret  looked  reillefs  and  dif- 
iatisiied,  while  the  Lieutenant  was  attentively 
examining  fome  fine  charts  of  the  fea  coaft, 
which  hung  over  the  chimney,  he  arofe,  and 
cafting  a  languifhing  look  at  her  Ladyihip, 
wnd  moft  profoundly  bowing  to  the  Earl* 
aiked  the  lieutenant  if  he  would  go. 

The  (ailor  was  on  his  hobby -horfe,  he 
loved  his  profeflion,  and  every  thing  apper- 
taining to  it  interefted  him.  The  Earl  was 
oot  fo  abftradted  but  he  could  fee  the  young 
man  ^;yas  uncommoitly  pleafed^  he  patronized 
^  the  artift  who  publiftied  the  charts,  and  gra- 
tified at  fo  unequivocal  a  mark  of  approba- 
rion,  from  one  who  muft  be  a  profeffional 
judge  of  their  merit,  invited  him  to  his  drefs- 

D  4  ing. 
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ing-room,  where  he  had  another  (ct,  by  the 
fame  hand. 

flere  was  a  golden  opportunity,  which 
Macfhean  did  not  fuffer  to  efcape.  The  win- 
dows overlooked  a  rich  profpeft  oFland>  wood 
'  and  waters  eafe  and  afHuencc  feemed  the  na- 
tural inhabitants  of  this  magnificent  caftle  j  the 
ornaments  and  furniture  were  fuperb,  there 
was  even  an  air  of  contented  grandeur  in  the 
livery  of  the  fervantsj  and  Lady  Margaret^  the 
Medea  who  had  the  clue  to  this  golden  fleece: 
could  a  lover^  a  poor  lover^  and  a  fcotch 
lover  !  be  lefs  than  eloquent  ?  What  Mr. 
Macfhean  faid,  or  what  he  did^  we  leave  our 
readers  to  imagine  from  their  owA  feelings* 

The  Earl  of  Caftle  Howel  was,  at  the  pe- 
riod this  hiftory  commences,  in  his  fiftieth 
year ;  he  had,  in  his  youth,  difobliged  his  fa- 
ther, by  marrying  the  beautiful  daughter  of 
an  obfcure  Attorney,  in  London,  who'  he  ac- 
cidentally faw  in  the  ftreet,  and  following 
home,  became  fo  enamoured  of  her,  that  he 

confidered 
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confidered  all  other  bleffings  of  life  as  mere 
trifles  in  comparifon  of  the  poflcflion  of  her. 
It  however  frequently  happens  that  the  wifeft 
of  frail  mortals  are  fo  little  able  to  decide  on 
the  right  road  to  happinefs,  that  they  take  the 
exaft  oppofitej  of  this  the  Honorable  Mr. 
Howel  was  an  inftance :  He  offended  his  fa- 
ther, and  all  his  noble  relations,  by  marrying 
Mifs  Capus,  of  Spital-Ficlds,  and  after  Mifs 
Capus  had  been  one  month  looked  up  to  as 
the  Honorable  Mrs.  Howel,  he  difcovered 
he  had  mortally  offended  her,  by  railing  her 
out  of  the  reach  of  a  fmart  young  m^n,  who 
officiated  as  clerk  to  her  father,  and  who  had 
indeed  entirely  forcftalled  Mr.  Howel  in  the 
polTeflion'  of  his  fair  bride's  perfon  and  af- 
fedion. 

The  reader  will  expeft  the  confcqucnces : 
Mr.  Howel  was  dependent  on  a  Aem  obfti« 
nate  father  -,  Mifs  Capus  would  not  be  the 
Honorable  Mrs.  Howel  for  nothing;  if  Ihc 
might  not  have  the  fplendour  of  an  EarFs 
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daughter,  (he  might  as  well  have  (laid  in  Spl- 
tal-Fields,  with  her  father's  clerk. 

Too  charming  to  he  without  admiration, 
and  too  vain  to  be  dilpleafed  at  exciting  it, 
her  acquaintance  became  very  general,  and 
very  fufpefted;  for  fome  litde  time  Mrs. 
Howel  could  drefs  and  fhew  with  the  mod 
expenfive,  without  any  vifible  fund  to  fupport 
her  fine  tafte :  Mr.  Howel  was  the  firft  who 
chofe  to  make  enquiries  into  fo  ftrange  a  mat- 
ter, he  was  followed  by  the  whole,  .beau 
monde ;  thefe  indeed  were  better  and  fooner 
informed,  but  a  very  little  time  returned  the 
fair  bride  to  Spital-Fields,  and  her  father*s. 
clerk.  Mr.  Howel  had  proofs  enough  of  her 
ill  conduft  to  obtam  a  divorce,  but  he  had 
taken  a  difguft  to  the  fex,  and  refolved  never 
to  marry  again,  and  as  he  became  indolent 
and  carelefs  in  the  matter,  it  dropped  of 
courfe. 

A  few  years,  however,  rendered  the  legal 
divorce  of  importance  5.  his  two  elder  bro- 
thers 
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thers  died,  the  honors  and  cftates  of  Caftlc 
Howcl  were  entailed  on  the  male  heir,  the 
next  in  fucceffion  after  Mr.  Howcl  was  a 
pcrfon,  who  had  rendered  hinifclf  particularly 
obnoxious  to  the  family,  and  it  was  a  very 
ferious  matter  with  the  old  Earl  and  two 
maiden  fitters.  Lady  Frances,  and  Lady  Ger- 
trude Howel,  to  difappoint  his  expeftations^ 

The  Earl  of  Cattle  Howcrs-  exprefs  found 
his  fon  in  a  remote  corner  of  Switzerland, 
ftudying  Botany.  He  received  the  news  with 
great  philofophy,  and  returned .  to  England 
by  eafy  ttages,  within  two  months  after  he 
was  expe6ted. 

The  firft  bufinefs  that  engrofled  the  old 
Earl,  and  his  two  fitters,  was  that  of  fettling 
the  divorce,  and  fixing  on  a  proper  perfon  to 
bring  an  heir  into  the  family. 

His  fon  was,  on  his  part,  no  Icis  engaged 
in  plannfng  and  laying  out  apiece  of  ground 
for  botanical  experiments. 
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,The  divorce  could  not  be  obtained ;  the  ' 
time  had  elapfed ;  one  witnefs  was  dead,  ano- 
ther not  to  be  foupd,  and  the  lady- wife,  by 
experience  had  become  cautious  j  the  Earl  was 
grieved,  the  two  noble  fpinfters  outrageous, 
and  Lord  Hdwel  purfued  his  botanical  expe- 
riments. 

Lord  Howel  fucceeded  his  father  in  tide 
and  eftate,  but  his  aunts,  who  were  rich,  re- 
tired to  an  eftate  they  had  in  the  North  of 
England ;  the  Earl  died  inteftate  and  infolvent^ 
Lady  Margaret,  his  only  furvivirg  daughter^ 
received  a  cold  invitation  to  accompany  her 
^unts  to  the  North,  but  Ihe  had  fenfe  enough 
to  obferve,  that  while  her  father,  who  played 
high,  kept  race  horfes,  and  was  at  the  head 
of  eveiy  faihionable  expence,.  out-li/ed  his 
income,  her  aunts  were  making  the  very  mojl 
of  his  brotherly  affeftionj  from  them  ftie  im- 
bibed a  laudable  regard  to  the  grand  move- 
ment of  all  our  2L&\onSy /elf  interejfy  and  wifely 
refolved  to  continue  with  a  brother,  whofe 
fituation  was  a  fccurity  againft  his  marrying, 

aod 
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and  abftrafted  turn  of  tnini  left  her  fovcreign 
miftrcfs  of  his  houfe;  Ihc  therefore  declined, 
under  the  plea  of  fifterly  regard,  her  aunts 
invitation  j  the  force  of  that  plea  they  per- 
fectly comprehended,  and  gave  her  prudence 
due  credit. 

The  ladies  departed  on  civil  terms  with 
their  nephew  and  niece,  having  extorted  a 
promife  from  the  former,  that  as  foon  as  it 
was  poflible  to  get  legally  rid  of  his  Wife,  he 
would  marry  fome  young  woman,  and  make 
them  all  happy  in  the  long  defired  addirion 
to  the  family ;  on  their  part  engaging  his 
male  heir  ihould  be  theirs  alio. 

Lord  Caftle  Howcl  had  many  antediluvian 
notions  of  honor  about  him;  he  inherited 
Caftle  Howcl  eftate  entail,  no  debt  of  his  fa- 
ther's was  binding  on  him,  but  he  confidered 
he  had  long  lived  with  comfort  to  himfelf  on 
^ool.  per  annum,  he  was  now  in  the  receipt 
of  20000I.  the  debts  of  the  Earl,  including: 
thofe  of  honor,  amounted  to  lixty  thouiand  s 

thefe 
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thefe  debts  he  confidered  as  part  of  his  inhe- 
ritance, and  appropriated  one-third  of  his  in- 
come to  pay  off  principal  and  intereft,  which 
reduced  his  rent-roll  to  14000.  The  apathy 
of  his  difpofition  was  not  removed  by  excels 
of  fortune,  but  innate  honefty  of  heart  predo- 
minated fo  far,  as  to  bring  him  to  his  clofet 
once  a  week,  for  the  firft  year,,  to  arrange  his 
expences  according  to  his  ideas  of  filial,  honor,, 
and  having  fo  arranged  them,  he  refigned 
the  command  of  his  family  to  his  fitter,, 
taking-  her  vouchers,  for  the  general  dif- 
burfements,  while  he  amufcd  himfclf  with, 
botanical  and  philofophical  experiments,  and. 
patronizing  genius  wherever  he  met.it. 

Mondays,  during  the  feafon,  the  huntfmen, 
with  a  fine  pack  of  dogs,  were  in  the  field,  and 
ufually  coUeded  a  large  company  of  plain 
country  'fquires,forwhofe  entertainment  there 
was  a  public  dinner  -,  but  as  their  general  con- 
verfation  neither  fuited  Lord  Caftle  Ktowel, 
nor  Lord  Caftle  Howel  theirs  j  and  as  Lady 
Margaret  y>  as  neither  handfomc  nor  rich,  few. 

vifitors>. 
6 
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"wjGytors,   except  on  hunting   days,  troubled 
Caftle  HoweJ, 

Lady  Margaret,  though  doomed  nine 
months  of  the  year  to  this  infipid  vegitation, 
paffed  the  other  three  more  to  her  tafte;  they 
had  a  houfe  in  Grofvenor-Street,  and  her 
Ladyfhip  was  among  the  leaders  of  the  high 
ton,  fhe  was  conftantly  in  the  circle,  had  a  box 
at  the  opera,  patronized  the  fafhionable  favo- 
rites of  either  theatre,  was  a  fubfcriber  to  all 
the  njufic  meetings,,  had  her  Sunday  concerts 
and  aflerablies;  in  Ihort,  as  the  old  fong  fays, 
"  Wherever  a  fiddle  was  heard  (he  was  there," 
but  year  after  year  elapfing  with  equal  fame- 
nefs,  without  one  offer  of  marriage,  was  a 
terrible  drawback  on  her  enjoyments;  fhe  had 
long  perfuaded  herfelf  it  was  want  of  fortune 
that  deprived  her  of  the  attentions  fhe 
law  paid  to  older  ladies  than  herfelf,  and  as, 
long  had  been  endeavouring  to  remedy  the 
cviL 

The 
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The  Earl's  family  were  thus  fituated,  when 
a  certain  honeft  peculiarity  of  manners,  and  a 
blunt  freedom  of  addrefs,  added  to  an  un- 
common good-humoured  fet  of  features,  in- 
terefted  his  Lordfhip  in  favor  of  Lieutenant 
Meredith,  and  gave  Doftor  Macftiean  an  op- 
portunity to  breathe  his  paflion  at  the  feet  of 
Lady  Margaret. 

Dinner  was  announced  before  cither  of  the 

* 

tete-a-tete  parties  were  up,  and  before  the 
vifitors  made  their  bow,Xord  Caftle  Howcl 
joined  Lady  Margaret's  invitation  to  be  better 
acquainted. 


CHAP.    V. 


MEANWHILE  the  hours  paffed  at  Code 
Gwyn  with  little  fatisfaftion  to  Lord 
Claverton,  his  affairs  went  on  in  rather  a  re- 
trograde 
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trograde  motion>  though  he  had  done  fo 
much  violence  to  his  polite  naturCj  as  to  fa- 
crifice  two  whole,  hours  to  the  back^gammon 
table  vrith  Sir  Arthur,  had  liftened  to  a  favo- 
rite rhapfody  from  Clelia,  by  Mifs  Meredith, 
admired  the  csconomy  of  her  lifter,  and  read 
three  long  letters  from  Lucretia  to  Arnan^ 
thus :  EUen  and  her  maid  Winifred^  infen- 
fible  to  both  caufe  and  efied  of  fuch  great 
humiliation,  had  ftrolled  away  to  the  parfon^ 
age,  and  it  was  dark  before  [ihe  returned ; 
her  abience,  when  he  found  flic  did  not  ap- 
pear at  the  dinner  table,  took  away  the  litdc 
af^tite  he  had,  and  his  chagrin  got  the  better 
of  even  his  confummate  art  i  he  afked,  with 
feigned  indifference>  if  Mifs  EUen  had  ac« 
companied  JL^dy  Margaret  ? 

"  Oh  !•'  replied  the  oM  Baronet,  "this  is 
too  fine  a  day  for  Ellen  to  be  at  home,  (he 
will  return  as  blooming  as  a  rofe  i  Have 
you  feen  her  ?"  addrefling  Mr.  Meredith. 
"  No,"  anfwered  he,  "  but  I  dare  fay  Pcrcival 
has  i  I  fwppofQ  they  are  together," 

Lord 
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Lord  Claverton  coloured,  and  removed 
from  table  really  unwell;  the  facility  with 
which  he  had  planned  to  feduce  the  young 
beauty  was  no  more;  not  that  a  fingle  fcruple 
as  to  the  means  neceflary  to  be  empioycd 
troubled  him  ;  no>  it  was  his  obfervations  on 
Ellen  herfelfy  and  a  rifing  jealoufy  of  the  tall 
awkward  youth,  whom  one  moment  he  dc- 
fpifed>  and  the  next  feared^  that  difturbedT 
him,        .       • 

A  long  feries  of  ill  healthy  the  confequencet 
of  early  irregularities  and  a  hot  climate,  entirely 
pervaded  the  nervous  fyftem  of  ibard  Cla- 
verton,  the  leaft  oppofition  ta  hk  paffions 
both  irritated  and  weakened  him>  he.  was  on 
the  prcfent  occafion  therefore,  in  a  very  tin*^ 
enviable  (late ;  he  retired  to  his  chamber,  and 
was  joined  by  Doftor  Macfhean,  fo  much 
worfc,  that  he  talked  of  medicine,  but  was  in- 
terrupted by  his  Lordfhip*s  impatient  inquiry 
qfi  "  who  was  below  ?" 

''la 
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'*In  troth/'  replied  the  Doftor,  *'my  Lord, 
I  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  account  I  heard  — " 

Lord  Clavcrton  turned  pale,  "  AccountJ 
what  has  happened,  is  Ellen  returned?** 

Had  hiis  Lordfhlp  fent  for  Dr.  Macfhean 
on  purpoie  to  make  him  the  full  confidant  of 
what  pailed  in  his  mind ;  had  he  taken  the 
utmoft  pains  to  elucidate  every  prefent  fen* 
iadoiij  and  minutely  explained  every  future 
intendon,  the  wary  DoAor  could  not  have 
been  let  more  fully  into  his  patron's  fecrets^ 
than  by  the  voice  and  manner  which  accom* 
panied  the  fimple  interrogation.  «-• 


*'  Is  Ellen  yet  returned  ? 


>» 


Dr.  Macftiean  immediately  fcated  himfelf, 
and  improving  on  this  unguarded  lapfe,  wai 
in  five  minutes  invefted  with  as  much  au- 
thority, as  prime  agent  to  Lord  Claverton, 
as  he  himfelf  chofe  to  accept  -,  that  is  to  fay^ 
Lord  Claverton  did  hot  propof(?,  nor  did  Dr^ 

Maclheaa 
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Macfhcan  hint  at  the  fcduftion  of  the  girU 
each  party  undcrftood  the  other  too  well,, 
to  be  fo  much  in  citherns  ^  power  5.  but  the 
friendlhip  of  his  Lordfhip  to  the  Mercditk 
family,  and  his  particular  liking  of  die  pretty 
£l]en>  on  account  of  her  innocence  and  vruacUy, 
might  certainly  infpire  a  wilh  to  ferve  and 
a  blamelcfs  defire  of  knowing  every  thing 
that  concerned  her,  and  the  Doctor  might 
engage  to  gratify  fuch  his  patron's  wifli  and 
defire,  without  the  kaft  refieftiononhisowiik 
moral  charaden 

Lord  Claverton  and  his  friend  had  yet  the 
tea  <ups  before  theni„  when  Ellen's  voice 
warbling  a  welch  air,  as  flle  paflcd  the  gai- 
lery,  gave  the  welcome  information  of  her 
return,  and  as  the  Peier's  Ipirits  were  imme- 
diately above  parjt  he  propofed  joining  the 
family. 

.  'Squire  Morgan,  whoft  bufinefs  at  Code 
Gwyn  became  every  day  more  frequent,  was 
iiiL  the  parlour,  and  Lieutenant  Meredith  hav- 
ing 
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ing  anvufed  his  father^  and  gratified  his  mo- 
ther, wiA  an  account  of  Lord  Caftle  Hewers 
particular  goodnefi  to  him ;  the  inftanf  Lord 
Ckverton  entered,  the  'Squire  took  occafion 
to  congratulate  the  family  on  the  acquilition 
of  /ze;a  fudi  noble  friends  2^  the  £arl»  and 
.^[bowing  very  low)  Lord  Claverton. 

.    As  EUen  undefignedly  drew  her  chair  be* 
twccn  her  grandfather  and  the  Peer,  he  waf 
in  high  good  huniour^  and  appeared  to  liftea 
fo  attentively  to  the.  long  ftories  Sir  Arthur 
loved  to  tell,  flae,  for  the  firft  time  looked  at 
him  with  attention ;  the  pale  and  languid , 
though  handfome    countenance  of  a  Lord» 
who  feemed  to  like  her  dear  grandfather,  and 
who,  the  'Squire  moft  humbly  infinuated, 
might  eflentially  fcrv«  her  uncle,  the  Lieu- 
tenant, ioterefted  her ;  after  a  ftedfaft  obfer- 
yance,  which,  though  he  affeded  to  be  wholly 
engroffcd  by  the  lung  ftory,  di^  not"  efcapc 
his  Lordfliip,  Ihe  plcafed  apd  furpr^ed  him 
by  an,  addrefs,  in  which  foftneis  and  fympathy 
were  blended. 

"How 
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"  How  do  you  find  yourfelf  this  evening^ 
my  Lord  ?  Griffiths  faid  you  were  worfe/' 

In  fpite  of  all  his  art  the  blood  mounted 
to  his  cheek;  theDoftor's  looks  encountered 
his  Patron's,  and  both  concluded  matters 
were  en  train. 

*Squire  Morgan,  without  feeming  to  dare 
to  raife  his  eyes  to  Lord  Claverton,  or  to  at- 
tend to  any  thing  but  the  long  ftory,  which 
he  had  heard,  at  leaft,  one  hundred  times 
before,  had  his  obfervations  too,  but  he 
concealed  them  in  a  low  bow,  and  took 
his  leave, 

Winifred  Grijffiths  was  an  ill  made  girl,  not 
yet  eighteen,  with  black  hair,  eyes,  and  eye- 
brows, (hort  nofe,  wide  mouth,  ftrong  white 
teeth,  high  cheek  bones,  and  z'  very  frelh 
colour,  fpoke  very  bad  Englifli,  and  worfc 
Welch :  Jofeph  Wilks,  however,  by  his 
Lord's  commands,  fell  defperately  in  love 
with  Winifred's  beauty,  prefented  her  with 

'  two 
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two  handfome  filk  handkerchiefs^  and  a  pair 
of  filver  buckles,  and  preffed  very" hard  for  a. 
promifc  of  marriage, 

«^  Why,  as  Cot  fhall  fafe  me,  Mr.  Jofeph, 
your  cifts  are  fery  coot,  and  you  are  a  fcry 
well  behafed  footman,  put  my  uncle  Grif^ 
fiths  will  not  civc  me  a  farthing  of  fortune  if  I 
don't  afk  his  confent.*' 

*' Fortune!  what  did  his  charmer  think  he 
valued  fortune  ?  No;  Joe  Wilks  would  have 
Winifred  Griffiths,  if  Winifred  Griffiths  would 
have  Joe  Wilks,  in  Ipite  of  her  old  crofs  un- 
cle, or  his  fortune/' 

**  Ay,  Cot  knows,  crofe  indeed :  But  then 
Miis  Ellen  5  oh,  (he  would  not  leave  Mifs 
Ellen,  no,  not  for  all  Code  Gwyn  was  worth, 
and,  to  be  fure,  it  was  the  fineft,  the  beft,  and 
greateft  place  in  all  the  world!" 

This  declaration  led  to  a  fecret  Mr.  Jofcpli 
wouldn>ll  his  fair  Winifredj  under  the  fid  of 


.  I 
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Je^ityy  which  was,  that  as  Lord  Claverton 
was  as  much  in  love  with  her  miftrcfs,  as  he 
was  with  herfel^  (he  might  iafcly  promifc  to 
marry  him,  without  leaving  Mifs  Ellen, 

This  .point  being  fettled,  Winifred  veiy 
readily  folded  -up  the  handkerchiefs,  put  the 
filver  buckles  in  her  (hocs>  %xi^  proudly  an- 
.ticipating  the  day  when  Ellen  Meredith 
ihould  be  Lady  Claverton,  promifed  to  marry 
his  footman;  the  agreement  being  figned  and 
fealed  in  the  ufual  way  fuch  agreements  arc 
commonly  figned  and  fealed  between  footmen 
and  waiting  maids,  the  parties  leparatcd; 
"Winifred  to  flicw  her  cifts  and  boaft  of  her 
conqueft,  to  the  reft  of  the  maids,  keeping, 
however,  licr  promifc  of  fecrecy  in  regard  to 
her  miftrefs ;  and  Jofeph  to  report  to  his  Lord 
the  progrefe  of  his  paflion. 

The  day  fixed  on  for  the  vifit  to  Caftle 
Howel  arrived,  Ellen  begged  to  ftay  at  home 
with  Sir  Arthur,  and  Lord  Claverton  was  im- 
mediately too  much  indilpofed  toi  itend; 

-  5  Lady 
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Liaidy  Meredith  could  not  prefs  his  Lordfhip, 
but  her  pride  as  well  as  that  of  her  daughter's 
was  too  much  gratified  by  the  admiration 
Ellen  always  excited,  to  difpcnfe  with  her  i 
and  Lord  Claverton,  to  his  great  mortifica- 
tion^ had  another  day  to  pafs,  either  in  his 
chamber,  or  at  the  back-gammon  table,  as; 
though  he  might  be  very  fuddenly  and  dan- 
geroAiAy  taken  iiiJifpofedy  he  was  too  cautious 
to  raife  fuipicion  in  the  family  by  a  too  fud<^ 
'den  reayuery. 

Lady  Meredith  drcflKI  Ellen  hericlfj  Mift 
Catherine  adjufted  her  fine  hair,  and,  indeed^ 
by  the  uncommon  attention  of  all  the  ladies; 
one  woul^  be  led  to  believe  they  had  a  pre- 
fentiment  of  the  confequcnce  of  that  day's 
vifit,  to  Caftle  Howel. 

Doftor  Maclhcan  was  alfo  particularly  at- 
tentive to  bis  drefs,  and  the  ladies  being 
xeady,  he  handed  them,  with  great  ceremony; 
to  the  coach,  into  which,  (as  he  declined 
riding  on  horfcbrack  in  rcfpeft  to  the  drefling' 

VOL,  I,  E  of 
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of  his  very  thin,  and,  in  many  parts,  grey 
hairs)  he  alfo  fteppcd  hinifelf. 

•  Edward  Griffiths,  who  always  attended 
Lady  Meredith,  and  two  other  grey  headed 
fervants,  followed  the  old  cQach»  in  its  fure 
though  flow  progrefs. 

As  they  entered  the  fme  Park,  ^nd  ap^ 
proached  the  Cailk,  hy  roads  kq)t  in  the 
niceft  order,  Ellen,  whofe  longeft  journey 
had  been  to  Code  Gwyn  church,  was  charm- 
ed withfcenes  fo  new  i  ftie  had  never  once 
conceived  there  was  in  the  world  any  thing 
fuperior  to  Code  Gwyn,  where,  thougj^  the 
Farksb  and  all  the  walks  and  grounds,  (poke 
too  plainly  the  gradual  decay  both  of  the 
health  and  property  of  the  venerable .  owner, 
there  yet  remained  a  fuperiority  and  grandeur, 
lb  much  out  of  all  comparifon  above  what 
ihe  had  feen  at  the  houfe  of  ^Squire  Morgan* 
Mr.  James,  the  Apothecary,  or  any  of  th<j 
cpulent  farmers  in  the  neighbojurhood,  tha^ 
flxe  had  not.  entertained  a  d(Hibt  but  Code 

• 

Gwyn 


Giryn  was  the  fiheft  feat,  and  Sir  Ar^ur  the 
firft  gentleman  in  the  world,  not  excepting 
Lord  Claverton,  of  whofe  importance  Ihe 
had,  within  the  laft  twenty-four  hours,  by 
the  h^  of  Dr.  Maclhc^n  and  Winifred 
Griffith,  formed  a  very  high  opinioiu 

lady  Meiedidi,  who  had,  in  her  youths 
been  die  compaaioin  and  friend  of  the  Ladies, 
Gertmde  and  Frances  Howd,  while  thqr 
reiided  at  the  Caftle,  was  revoking  as  the 
carriage  rumi^d  flowly  on,.Qv^r  the  plea* 
iant  hours  of  Jlivenile  hilarity :  Miis  C^thch- 
rine  could  recoUefi:  many  fine  d^ri{^€ii|S 
<>f  Caffiinc|ra  and  CJi^lia,  when  the  Oroondates 
ahd  Akxaniders  had^^hed. brider  fuch  ftiulca 
as  thofe  they  were  paffing :  Mifs  Agnes  kt* 
mented  the  pafhire  at  Code  Gwyn  ^as  muioh 
inferior  to  that  at  Caftie  Howel  t  Mary  was 
ftudying  fine  fenteiices  to  adorn  a  defci$fnive 
letter  to  iier  fiiend,  Mifs  Peogy:  Jo^es :  Bxid 
Do&or  Madhean  ^-^^^-^  but  it  is  impoflibic 
to  defineace  the  variety  of  thoughts  tl^at  Oi^*- 
cujned  IHs  ideas  ^ .  a  marriage  intt>  the  Barfs 

£  2  family 
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family  had  fo  many  glittering  appendages-3^ 
one- would  be  firft,  another  would  be  firft, 
and  all  would  be  firft— What,  however,  was 
"rather  extraordinary,  the  fair .  lady  who  was 
the  grand  mover  of  all,  was  not  thought  of 
'dll  the  coach  ftopped,  and  he  faw  her  iignlr- 
ficant  fmile  -from  the  bow  window  of  the 

•        #        • 

•drawing-room,  then  indeed  the  Do&br  3aw 
Lady  Margaret,  and  though  h^  had  handed 
the  pretty  Agnes  into  the  carriage,  and 
prefled  her  band  with  great  gallantry,  he  now 
"ideclin^d  any  civiiities  to  the  younger  part  of 
the  family,  and  transferred  all  his  care  to  Lady 
'McrediA. 

'-•-■■  ■    ..  .  > 

^  tAr*  Meredith  arid'  the  Xieutenaht,  who 
'Tode  Ofi  horleback,  were  at^r^^y.  with,  the 
•Earii   ■     '        '  [ 

-  The  grand  ft  air-  cafe,  the  marble  hall,  gild^ 
ornaments,  fine  figures,  and  rich  vafes,  which 

-  filled  a  number  of  niches  as  they  pa0ed,  aft(f- 
-^niftied  Ellen,  ihe  had  not  eyes  enoT;igh  tt> 

look  round,  and  die  reft  of  the  party  were  ii>- 
\  .    ,  troduced 
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troduced  and  feated,  while  (he  ftood  at  the 
door,  afraid  either  to  advance  or  retreat,  the 
Earl  himfelf  was'the  firft  to  take  notice  of  the 
young  vifitor. 

Lord  Cadle  Howel  was  an  cinthuCaftic 
admirer  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  his  heart 
had  p2ud  homage  to  one  of  the  fineft  works 
of  the  creation,  uncultivated  by  education 
and  unbleft  by  talent  \  from  her  he  had  re- 
treated with  difguft,  and  the  vegetable  world 
next  attrafted  his  attention :  His  misfortune, 
with  refpeft  to  his  wife,  was  a  continual 
guard  on  hi3  paffions,  liii5  eyes  were  m  fubjcc- 
tionto  hisfituation;  and  though  the  fublime  an4 
beautiful  of  all  deicriptions  attradted  him,  he 
choie  to  live  iecluded  from  temptation,  and 
it  was  feldom  he  allowed  himfelf  to  contem- 
plate the  face  of  a  beautiful  woinan;  but  one 
now  prefented  itfelf,  from  which  he  appre- 
hended no  danger,  where  all  the  charms  of 
modefty  and  innocence  were  blended  with  a 
ibmething  more  than  beauty.    , 

E  3  Impelled 
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ImpeKed  hy  admiration  he  haftlly  advanced 
towards  Ellen,  took  her  hand,  and  led  her 
blufhmg  to  Lady  Margaret. 

"Whofe  litde  angel   is   this?'Vfaid  hc> 
**How  Game  you  not  to  introduce  her  ?** 

Lady  Margaret  had  been  too  long  a-  fedu- 
lous  obferver  of  her  brother,  to  miftake  any 
of  his  adions,  fhe  directly  faw^  Elkn  would 
be  a  favorite,  and  from  that  moment  fhe  was 
a  little  divinity, 

jyhmr  was  ftrved  with  all  pofliUc  mag-« 
nUicence,  and  cards  introducied  but  not  at-* 
tended  to:  Lady  Margaret,  with  all  that 
marked  attention  which  finerbred  women  coft 
pay,  to  thofe  on  whom  they  condefcend  to 
form  defigns>  won  on  the  uniiifpe6):ing  heart 
of  Lady  Meredith :  She  prefented  Mifs  Me- 
redith with  fev-eral  old  Romances  out  of  the 
library  i  chatted  with  Agnes  on  the  merit  of 
domeftic  economy;  and  prefented  Mary  witli 
a  handfome  ebony  ink  ftand,  filled  with  crow 
.    '  pens 
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pens  and  french  paper :  Mr.  Meredith  ad- 
mired a  fine  pointer.  Lady  Margaret  begged 
kof  the  Earl  for  him— -In  Ihort^  fhe  was 
c^ery  thing  to  every  body. 

Do£h>r  Macikean^who  hitherto  confidered 
only  the  immediate  advantage  of  hi»  union 
with  Lady  Margaret>  could  not  but  be  pkaied 
with  a  woman>  whofe  internal  policy  fo  ex- 
actly dorre^nded  with  his  own,  and  whofe 
eafy  manners  and  addrefs,.  at  her  brother's 
table,  gave 'his  Scotch  femrly  pride  a  plea- 
fing  eameft  of  what  (he  would  be  at  her 
own.  When  his  vifionary  caftles  fhould  be  re- 
alized, and,  by  her  intcrcft,  he  fhould  be  an 
ettablifhed  Phyfician,  in  die  Metropolis,,  which, 
was  the  goal  of  his  ambition,. 

In  the  mean  while  Ellen  and  the  Earl  were 
feated  on  a  fofa,  at  a  diftance  from  the  reft 
of  the  company,  the  latter  too  much  engaged 
with  his  new  acquaintance,  to  attend  the  ma* 
nceuvres  of  his  fifter. 

E4^  Hi«^ 
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His  heart  (torpid  as  his  early  diiappoint-t 
ment  and  dilguft  had  rendered  it)  inlenfibly 
y^armed  to  a  beings,  on  whofe  countenancfi 
the  finger  of  nature  legibly  ^ifplayed  everji 
amiable  trait  of  the  human  mind  —  the  face 
of  Ellen  was  a  wonder>  yet  her  beauty;  ceofed 
to  attract  where  he^  natural  balhfulnefs  gave. 
Vay  to  franknefs  and  vivacity. 

The  reliilt  of  the  favorable  fentiments  fhc 
thus  artlefsly  infpired,  was  an  inquiry  into  her. 
education,  and  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether 
Lord  Caftle  Howel  moft  regretted  her  defi- 
ciences  in  modern  accomplilhments,  or  ad* 
mired  her  native  graces  without  them  i  he  was 
fer  from  fatigued  when  fupper  put  an  end  tq 
the  tete-a-tete,  and  bid  Ellen  good  night  with 
paternal  complacency^ 


chap; 
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CHAP.    VIL 


LADY  Meredith  was  amufed  while  urr* 
drefluig>  by  EUen's  rapturous  praifes  of 
I/>rd  Caftle  Howel,  he  was^  Ihe  declared,  al- 
moft  as  handfome  as  her  grandfather^  and 
quite  different  from  Lord  Claverton* 

**  He  is  fo  fwect  tempered,  Gra^a^mn^a, 
fb  like  my  uncle  Edmund ;  and,  do  you  know> 
he  fays  fo  many  fweet  things." 


He  is  very  good,  but  what  does  he  lay  ?'*' 


•'  That  my  uncle  Lewes  was  bora  to  be 
an  Admiral,  and  that  you  mu(t  have  been 
very  handfome  when  you  was  youngs,  and  in^ 
deed  I   told  him,,  fo  you  are  now  i  and  he 

Ec  laid— 
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laid — now  what  do  you  think  he  faid  i  He 
faid,  that  i^was  like  you,  but  many  people 
have  told  me  that^  and  when. I  have  looked 
in  the  glafs^^  I  do  think  1  am/' 

*^  Th€n>  my  dear,  by  that  rule,  you  think 
yourfelf  handibmc  S** 

**  Why^yes,  Grandimamnw,  I  do  think  my 
fece  is  hahdfomcr  than  many  people's,  there's 
Wimfred*s,  you  lcnow>  ftic  has  very  pretty 
black  eyes,  and  more  colour  in  her  check, 
and  yet  I  think  I  like  my  own  &ce  beft;  but 
mow.  Grandmamma,  only  tell  me  what  you 
think  of  Pefcival  Evelyn's  fere,  is  not  his  a 
pretty  one  ?** 

•^  Prettier  than  you^ow^,  Ellen  ?'^ 

*'  Oh,  yes,  a  vaft  deal ;  his  eyes  are  prettier 
than  Winifred's,  ou  any  body's,  excrcj*  ixif 
Graitdpapa's ;  and,,  tfiough  he  is  pde,  what  a 
fwect  GolouF  be  h£s  fomedmes  5:  why  did  he 
not  come  with  us^  I  dare  fay  Lord  Caftle 
Rowci,  would  have  Hfced  him  very  well,,'*' 


.-  F£££  n;:  t^: 

^  Oo  to  ikep,'  cUld,  and  dream  of  Lord 
Caftic  HoweU" 

**  Ko>  I  don't  thmk  'I  f3eeS\  cb-eam  <:£bHit» 
hat  1  daie  &>y  I  ih^  of  Perctyal." 

^lodecdr 

^<  YeSv  indeed,  I  am  always  fiire  to  (ireans 
^f  hia>  ^  ahd»  do  yoQ  know,  GrandmiamRiar 
diougb  i  asm  a&amcd when  he tdb  mefo,  he 
dieams:  o£me  tooV  he  toki  ttvt  this  mdrning 
be  dreamied  laft  night  that  he  law  me  carried 
Offer  towers,^  and  bi|^  buildings,  he  was^afiaid 
of  tof  hH&SBgf  and  yet  he  could  not  get  at 
me,  and  he  faid  he  cried  fb  his  pillow  was 
mttt  Wasn't  ic  very  fhockingji" 

^^  Ohr   fxe^  dxzty  you  mu&  not  mind 
dreams*" 

^^  No,  I  don't  mind  them,  otify  I  thought 
of  l^erciT^,  wh»il  ikw  die  top  of  ch^  Ca^la 
ibis  nuNmrng/' 

E.5»  While 


•4  ELLEN/ 

.  While  Ellen  was  thus  poui:traying  her  ktU 
ings  to  her  venerable  pareiit^  ^jord  Caftle 
Howel  was  traverfing  his  apartment^  and  ru- 
minating on  the  lovely  child^  whofe  mind  and 
peribn  promifed  fo  much  perfedion:  He  was[ 
a  man  of  nice  honor  and  great  generofity,  I 
have  no  children^  faid  he,  I  mil  adopt  her> 
educate,  and  bring  her  into  life;  (he  will 
amule  my  heavy  hours,  and  adora  my  feftive 
ones  5  but  the  world! — the  world !  ■  Aye> 
well>  if  the  cenfure  of  the  world  forbids  me 
to  indulge  myielf  b  her  ibciety,  I  will  educate 
her  for  the  world :  and  firmly  refolving  fo  to 
do,  he^went  to  reft,  fatisfied  with  his  own  iiv^ 

r 

tentions  towards  Ellen  and  sdl  God's  creation. 


'»■ 


The  morning  IhewciLord  CaftlcHowel  hie 
fair  vifitant  by  day  light,  for  although  the  hour 
of  dining  at  Caftie  Howel  arid  London  differed 
by  at  leaft  two  hours^  yet  lights  muft.bein^ 
troduced  with  the  dinner^  Ellen  was  ftill 
Ellen,  the  morning  being  frofty>  (he  who 
hailed  the  rifing  fuA  at  hon3e>  had  now  been 

rambling 
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rjimbling  out^  long  before  Lad^  Margaret  left; 
lier  room. . 

Lord  Caftle  Howel  and  his  young  friend 
were  again  feated  on  the  fofa,  the  tete*a* 
tete  of  the  preceding  night  w^s  renewed  witK 
increafed  approbation  on  both  fides,  and  be-v 
fore  the  Meredith  fannily  took  leave,  the 
Earl  afked  Lady  Meredith,  half  joking,  if 
Ihe  would  give  him  her  grand-daughter^ 
which  Ihe,  in  the  fame  good*humoiir,  pr<K 
mifed. 

■ 

From  this  period  Po(5tor  Madhean  be-> 
came  a  regular,  thoiigh  private,  vifitor,  m 
Gaftle  Howel. 

Jt>ieph  apprifed  hh  Lord  of  the  return  of 
the  carriage,  who  flew  with  avidity  to  the 
ball  door  to  receive  Eilenw 

•        ♦ 

'  Ready,  for  the  fame  fervice,.  but  too  mo*^ 
deft  to  keep  his  ftation,  when  his  Lordflup 
appeared>  ftood  Fercivai  Evelyn^  the  proud 

Peer 
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Peer  attempted  ta  look  hkm  into  contempt^ 
it  was, however,  but  an  attempt;  for  Percival 
Evelyn,  under  his  ruftic  bafhfulnefs,  had  fine- 
natural  feuffe,^  and  great  per ibnal  courage,  and 
^diough,  by  his  own  immUitf,  Lord  Cla* 
vefton  got  fb  far  the  advantage  of  him  as?  to> 
receive  Ellen  from  the  coach,  be  refolutely 
advanced  to  wekonie  ber  home;  fhe  ex- 
tended her  hand  to  htm  with  an.  air  of  the 
moft  fajniEar  frierndfli^,  alked  a  mimber  of 
qweftions,  which,  her  vivacity  did  not  giver 
him  time  to  anfwer,  and  entirely  regardle& 
of  Lord  Claverton's  ill  health,  of  which  he 
complied,,  or  of  the  intenfe  cold,  which  fhe 
£eemed  not  to  fee]^.  ftood  chatting  away  'tBl 
reproved  by  Lady  Meredith,  when  ihe  fiif- 
fered  herfelf  to  be  led  in  by  the  fmiling, 
chough  inwacdly  enra^d  Lonl  Claverton; 

Mr.  Meredith,,  who  did  not  flecp  at  CafUe 
Howel,  was  indifpofed ;  a  difappointment  of 
riieiieartm  the  eiarly:  part  of  his  life,  faadex.- 
tremely  mjiMned  his  heaichf  he  was^fubje^  to^ 
Aerrou^&veis^ajndbiUioQSconbpIaints,  which; 

•  J.  often 
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o6en  confined  him,  amd  fiikd  ius  Noilly  with 
apprehenfions  for  his  life  :  He  ufually  left  the 
rcdlory  on  the  firft  fymptoms  of  an  attach 
but  Lord  Claverton's  ftay  rendered  ,  Code 
Gwyo  iefii  defirable,  and  kis  convenient  than 
his  own  houfe>  and  Percival  was  now  come  to 
ietch  Mtis  Meredith,  who,  with  ail  her  ro^^ 
mance,  was  hi«  favorite  filler. 

The  converiadon  of  the  preceding  night 
dwelt  on  Lady  Meredith's  mind ;  Percival 
£velyn,.flie,  for  the  fiill  time  difeovercd,  was 
too  much  in  Elkn's  thoughts }  bis  expecta- 
tions were  moderate  indeed !  EUen-s  no  leis 
lb ;  togethier  they  muft  be  wretched,  feparatc 
each  mi^ht  be  fortunate  t  Thefe  reflexions 
occurred  to  Lady  Meredith,  during  her  ride 
home,  and  the  improprkty  df  fuffering  tW(^ 
amiabk  young  people,  partial  to  each  other^ 
to  be  ta  the  famet  houfe,  with  their  feelings 
engrofiH  by  the  {amfe<»obje6iv  alio  occurred, 
while  Elkft  pleaded^  with  great  eloquence 
bodi  of  %eech  and,k)dk>  the  neceffity  of 
fi>£ncbody's  aeeoopanying;  her  aunt,  in  the 

care 
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care  of  her  dear  uncle  i  but  a  grave  negative^ 
from  Lady  Meredith,  filenced  and  difcoiw 
certed  hen 

The  next  morning  Lady  Meredidi  went  to 
vifit  her  fon  alone ;  this  was  the  fecond  real 
fotrow  Filen  had  ever  felt,  and  as  it  was  an 
unufual  deprivation  of  indulgence  without  a 
confcioulhcfs  of  offence,  that  forrow  was 
blended  with  fome  little  refentment. 

^     Winifred  happened  to  be  alfo  in  great 
trouble ;  fhe  had  unfortunately  burnt  a  iheet 
of  paper,  wrote  all  over  by  Amanthis  to 
Lucretia,  giving  a  full  and  particular  account 
of  the  vifit  to  Gaftle  Howel ;  and,  in  running 
out  of  the  way  of  Mary>  who  was  a  little  of  the 
vixen,  ftruck  Sir  Arthur's  gouty  foot  in  fuch 
a  manner^  as  to  exeite  anger  in  the  bofbm  of 
meeknefs  kfelf   Lady  Meredith  recommend- 
ed it  to  Mrs,  Griffiths  to  puniih  her  for  her 
careleffnefs,  and  forbid  her  to  appear  in  her 
fight     Winifred's  forrow  was  always  boiftc- 
rous,  and,  her  difgract  happening  while  Mr. 

Jofeph 
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Jofeph  was.  prcfent,,  was  fuch  an  aggnayatipny 
that  the  fcrvants'-hall  echoed  with  her  inju- 
ries. Ellen  went  haftily  to  enquire  what  could 
Qccafion  fuch  violent  exclamations  of  grief. 

Winifred  no  (boner  beheld  her  young  mif- 
tefs  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  than  all  her  own 
qares  vanifhed. 

*'  A$  Cot  (hall  plefs  me,  Mifs  Ellen,  you- 
have  been  crying  your  eyes  out,  vat  the  t»"il 
U  the  matter  fith  my  lady?*' 

.  EUen  was  furc  (he  did  not  know,  but  fhe, 
was  very  crois. 

Winifred  believed  the  tivil  himfelf  had  got 
his  cloven  foot  among  them. 

Miftrefs  and  maid  being  united  in  one 
caufe,  were  proceeding  to  Ellen's  room,  ta 
unbofom,  when,  m  the  gallery,  they  were  mco 
by  Lord  Clavcrton,  who  very  anxioufly  en-: 
quired  of  Mr.  Meredith's  health.      .     .... 

i  This 
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This  was  the  right  key. 

Elten  immediately  entered  into  a  hiftory  of 
his  diforder,  and  lamented  her  grandnnamnia 
vrould  not  let  her  go  to  him. 

Lady  Meredkh's  eondaft  did  not,  it  will  be 
prefumed,  appear  fo  very  unreafonable  to  his^ 
Lordfhip  5  but  it  was  not  his  bufinefs  to  dif- 
pute  the  point,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
fee  thing  her  vexation,  and  fpeakiiig  well  of  the 
objcfts  of  her  warmeft  afFeftions,  cyen  Evelyn 
came  in  for  fome  (hare  in  his  compliments, 
and  &x^  by  degrees^  leffismrd  ber  agitation,  and 
prevailed  on  her  to  walk  up  and  d^^wn  the 
gallery  with  him  'till  fhe  had  recovered  hef 
^iritis  and  temper. 

When  a  man  once  stakes  it  into  his  head> 
he  will  be  very  fond  of  a  woman ;  or,  when  a 
woman  feeis  the  fame  difpofition  towards  a 
fimn,  it  is  amazing  with  what  ingenuity  they 
(pin  out  every  Kttle  thread  of  event  'till  it 
forou  a  web  of  happineis  or  mifery. 

Lord. 
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Lord  Clavcrton  confidcred  Lady  Merc* 
dith's  ill  humour  as  a  moft  fertunate  circum* 
ftance^  for  it  procured 'him  the  company  of 
Ellen  two  whole  hours  after  (he  had  ceafed 
to  remember  her  vexation,  without  forgeting 
the  kindneis  of  his  eonlblation. 


CHAP.    Via 


LADY  Meredith  having  found  her  ftm  in 
no  immediate  danger,  made  her  vifit 
fliort,  and  returned,  eager  to  impart  to  Sir 
Arthur  her  obfervations  on  EHen's  conver- 
iation  with  her,  at  Caftle  Howel ;  He  agreed 
with  her,  that  a  permanent  attachment  to 
Percival,  who  was  wholly  dependent  on  their 
fon^  and  (except  as  his  eleve)  totally  unknown 

to 
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to  them,  would  ruin  their  child,  without  bet- 
tering him,  they  were,  therefore,  defigning  pro? 
per  means  of  feparating  them,,  when  Lady 
Margaret  Howel  was  announced. 

In  the  fame,  breath  th^t.  Ihe  afked  for  th^ 
fweet  Ellen;  (he  congratulated  Sir  Arthur  and 
Lady  Meredith  on  their  good  fortune,  and 
proceeded,  with  an  apparent  candid  liberality, 
to  inform  them,  her  brother  had  taken  an  un- 
common liking  to  the  charming  child,  that  he 
thought  fhe  promifed  to  be  oneofthegreateft 
beauties  of  the  age,  that  he  confidered  her 
want  of  education  as  a  ferious  misfortune, 
which  he  would  be  happy  to  redrefs,  by  in- 
ftantly  fending  her  to  Bath,  at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  and  give  her  every  advantage  which 
the  firft  inffruftions  could  beftow. 

Sir  Arthur  and  Lady  Meredith  looked  at 
each  other,  they  thought  of  the  benefit  their 
darling  would  derive  from  this  generous  offer 
©f  Lord  Caftle  Howel,  and  their  bofoms 
fwcllcd  with  gratitude  \  but  they  recollefted 
t  they 


<h<^ 'nhifl:  part  with  her^  and  their  ejre$* filled 
with  tears. 

'  Dr.  Mac(hean  entered,  and  neither  ont 
fcnfation  nor  the  other  was  obfcrved  i  Lady 
Margaret  faid,  j(h(^  would  leave  the  Bardhet 
^nd  hie  Lady  to  confider  of  the  bufin^fs^and 
kft  the  roonn  with  the  Dodor.  ' 

After  a  Ihort  filence, 

••  What  good  will  a  fine  education  do  her?* 
faid  Sir  Arthur, ''  without  we  could  give- her 
a  fuitabk  fortune  i" 

••Very  true;"  anfwered  Lady  MereditK, 
^  but  ihe  is  {o  charming,  th^t-— and  befider. 
Sir  Arthur,  we  have  fo  little  in  our  powers  i 
am  thinking,  in  depriving  her  of  fo  generous 
an  offer,  w-e  really  Ihall  be  guilty  of  an  z&  of 
-injuftice  f  what  can  we  do  £;>r  her  V* 

Sir  Arthur  fighed.  "  What  fliall  I  do  for 
a^^^cbmpanion,  when  I  am  tiud  up  with  the 
gout?'' 


fl  E  L  £.  E  N. 

^' A»d  ^0  wQl  read  add  prattle  away  the 
long  evenings  with  me  ?'^  faid  Lady  Mere- 
didi.  *^  But  thefe  regrets  are  felfifti,  we  muft 
prnqutr  /iS^^the  dear  child  may  make  friends." 

"  A^j^/*  anfwered  Sir  Arthur,  **fhc  wiUi 
her  /ace  is  a  recommcndarion  of  her  heart 
from  God  himfelf,  fhe  inW  be  in  his  protec* 
tion,  let  her  go." 

This  converfation  had  long  and  frequent 
tiifcrruptioos  from  the  feelings  of  Sir  Arthur 
wid^his  Lady,  the  determination  was  pamful 
in  the  extreme,  but  as  they  were  both  con- 
vinced  it  was  right,  Lady  Meredith  followed 
Xady  Margax et,  and  thankfully  acquainted *her 
ymh  &eir  ^ccq)tancc  of  the  Earl-s  generous 
JDfifer. 

Ellen  was  now  fummoned  s  fhe  was  ftiU 
with  Lotti  ClavertoD  and  her  favorite  Wini- 
fred. 

«A8 
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'  « As  Cot  fluUfafe  mc,"  cried  Winifred, 
^^  my  Lady  has  learnt  to  bear  maliciousj  I  am 
feart  to  co  down." 

Ellen,  without  ipeaking,  obeyed  the  fum^ 
;inofls  her  little  heart  again  fwelling  with  r^ 
femment^  but  when  informed  of  t;he  changie 
that  was  ibon  to  take  place  in.  her  fityadon^ 
that  (he  was  to  leave  her  family,  to  be  moved 
from  the  i^v'd  fpot,  where,  'till  Jjfew  Year's 
^ve,  (he  had  not.  known  a  fad  moment^  sdl 
r^g^f  t.  (or  her  hte  di&Rpointmenc  vanifhed  ^ 
(he  lodc^^t  her  v^nerabk  parents,  wheia  told 
Ihe  wa$.  to  Ie,av^  the/n  i  bqrftii^  into  a  flood 
of  anguifh,  (he  flew  to  the  bpfemof  Sir.A^* 
thur,  her  arms  round  his  neck,  his  involunta- 
rily  cjfc^ing  fa^r. 


'<  ^y  dear  gcandpapa,  will  yoH  then  pact 
•withypiuEUcn?" 


Tjie  aflia^.qwfti<)iQ9foU(ywied  by  fobs 

aiid  dufloib :6}cpMiions  of  i^i^fi  ofYeKame  Sir 

Arthiuv 

lady 
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Lady  Meredith,  in  whofe  placid  -  ftiind 
mceknefs  and  fortitude  were  blended,  led  her 
to  her  chamber,  and  there  explained  to  her 

the  generous  motive  that  diftated  an  offer  oT 

•■      »  •        •         •        -  ^  • 

ilich  advantage,  but  in  vain  was  the  good 
iady  doqiient  on  every  advantage  that  would 
-rcfijlt  from  the  offered  protedion  of  Ix>rd 
tCaftic^owel, 

^  To  beaccpmplilhed,  elegant,  and  well  in'- 
iforified,  was  fine  $  but  to  ftay  at  Code  Gwyn 
twitk  Sip  Arthur  and  Lady  Meredith,  to  bt 
'ihftru^ted  by  her  iincle  and  aunt,  and  ihare 
■in  the  amufemems  of  Pcrcival  Evelyn,  wits' a 
thoufaad  times  finer. 

Two  liours  pafTed  in  adducing  folid  rca^ 
fons,  on  the  part  of  Lady  Meredith^  why  the 
Carl's  offer  fhould  be  accepted,  ard  in  hear- 
ing th?  innocent  and  no  lefs  feafible  ones  of 
Ellen,  why  it  fhould  be  reje£led :  But  her's 
'•was  the  Vokc  of  uninformed  fimj^icity,  warm 
in  its  natural  attachments,  and;  totally  unat^ 
quainted  with  the  world:   Lady  Meredith 

was 
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was  herfcrlf  a  child  in  experience,  yet  fhe 
could  argue  as  well  on  a  point  where  the  ob- 
vious intereft  of  EIl^  was  concerned,  as  thc^ 
bed  counfel  in  the  world. 

Strongly  impreffcd  with  the  idea,  that  a 
fecret  attachment  was  takmgrootin  her  heart 
to  young  Evelyn,  the  more  flie  fefleftcd  the 
more  earneft  fhe  was  to  remove  her  from  fo 
dangerous  an  attraction ;  and  as  all  oppofitioni 
to  her  wifti  was  perfeftly  new  to  the  child  of 
her  heart,  Ihe  at  length  prevailed ;  Ellen  con- 
fcnted  to  return  to  Caftlc  Howe!,  wirfi  Lady 
Margaret,  and  thankfully  accept  the  Earl's 
noble  and  difiinterefted  offer. 

By  the  time  this  conference  was  ended, 
the  purport  of  ILady  Margaret's  viRt  was 
Iprcad  over  the  houfe.  Wimffedi  notwith- 
ftanding  Lady  Meredith^s  commands  not  to 
appear  in  her  fight,  was  fcatcd  on  the  ground 
at  the  door  of  the  chamber,  and  it  no  fooner 
opened,  than  fhe  fet  up  a  cry,  and  fcH  down 
at  Lady  Meredith's  feet  in  ftrong  hyfterics. 

VOL.  I.  F  Ellen 
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EIlen>  fondly  attached  to  the  humble  friend 
of  her  youth,  bathed  her  fece  with  her  tears, 
and  was  kneeling  by  her,  when  Ijord  Claver- 
ton,  alarmed  at  the  extraordinary  noife,  ap- 
peared in  the  gallery,  and  with  an  exclama- 
Uon  of  furprifcy  aiked  the  caufe  of  Winifred's 
ibrroiiy.  The  anfwer  he  received  was  as  great  a 
blow  to  him  as  it  had  been  to  Winifred,'and 
^  unexpected  too;  he  defcended  with  hafty 
and  perturbed  Acps  to  the  parlour,  where 
Ifdj  ^f argaret  fat,  with  undiflurbed  coun- 
tenance, apparently  hearing  tHe  fond  regrets 
of  the  old  Barony,  but  really  engrofled  by 
the  tqnder  looks  of  DoCbor  Macfhcan. 

Lord  Claverton,  too  much  interefted  to 
be  on  his  guard,  immediacely  alked  the  caufe 
of  a  commotion  that  wi^  visible  in  the  coun- 
tenance of  every  inhabitant  of  Code  ,Gwyn, 
Do£tor  Macihean  and  Jofcph  Wilks  only 
excepted.  . 

Xady;  Meredith  and  her  weeping  child  en* 
lered  i>€fore  he  was  anfwered,  the  latter  with 

her 
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her  ftraw  bonnet  tied  over  her  ^oWing  h^ir, 
ready  to  attend  Lady  Mai^ret,  but  ber 
fwoUen  eyes  and  deje^ed  looks  were  to  Lord 
Claverton  a  welcome  proof  of  her  rekiftai^et 

The  fond  grandmother  entreated  Lady 
Margaret  to  allow  for  the  caprice^  wl^h>  ia 
youth3  is  often  the  relult  of  unlimited  indulf 
gence:  Lady  Margaret  embraced  ^  en- 
courage the  fair  novice^  and  protnirmg  ihf 
(hould  return  to  Code  Gwyn  in  pNo^^jSk 
took  her  in  her  carriage^  which  was  foUaiired 
by  the.tcsu*s  and  vocifeipua.cxclaniaticms  of 
poor  Winifred.  Her  Ladyihip>  at  her  bror 
ther's  requcft^  invited  the  LicaitenaAt  to  ac^ 
company  his 'niece,  but  as  hi$  gueft^vlnord 
Claverton,  who  prdftfled  an  uncommon 
friendihip.for  him,  complained  of.fudden  in^ 
diipofidonj  he  politely  excufed  hiipfelf.^. 

The  feelings  of  his  Lprdihip  at  this  mo- 
ment were  rather  troublelbm^^ :  What  could 
induce  Lord  CafUe.Howd.  to  take^a  ypung 
girl  und^r  his  proteftioa  but  beauty  ?  ^  Wl^ 

F2  was 
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was  her  Want  of  accomplifhments  to  a  man, 
who  did  hot  mean  her  attainments  fhould 
be  facrificed  to  his  pleafyrcs?  Judging 
from  himfelf,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  -Earl 
meant  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  young  beauty 
for  his  own  private  amiilcment ;  but,  aS  he 
was  ^me  years  younger  than  Lord  Caftlc 
Howd,  and,  as  he  rightly  prcfumed,  as.  fu- 
perior  in  the  art  of  intrigue  as  in  pcrfon,  the 
fcheme  of  fending  her  to  a  fchool  at  Bath, 
which  he  found  was  propofed,  did.  not,  on  re* 
coUeftionj^  appear  fo  terrible.  Ellien,  in  the 
bofom  of  her  family,  under  the  affeftionate 
eye  of  Lady  Meredith,  and  the  piercing  one 
of  her  fon,  in  the  habit  of  ftroUing  about 
with  Pcrcival  Evelyn,  orliftemng  to  the  he- 
roic reading  of  Mifs  Meredith,  was  certainly 
a  more  difficult  conqueft,  tlian  Elkn  at  a 
public  boarding  fchool. 

There  were  governeffes,  znA/ome  he  knewy 
who  were  alfeilable  j  the  medical  quality 
of  the  Bath  waters  was  a  pretence  for  his 
openly  going  there  >  the  Code  Gwyn  fiimily 

could 
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could  not  fiifpefl  his  motive  for  vifiting  a 
young  lady>  with  whom  his  acquaintance 
commenced  under  their  own  roof,  befidcs 
he  might  very  naturally  invite  the  Lieutenant 
to  accompany  him,  Thefe  thoughts  fuc- 
ceeded  each  other  in  rapid  progreflion,  while 
Sir  Arthur's  family  were  purfuing  Lady  Mar- 
garet's carriage  'till  it  was  no  longer  viiible. 

LordClaverton  was  indilpofed-— SirArthur's 
gout  threatened  him—the  ladies  had  head- 
aches— ^and  the  Dodor  and  Lieutenant  being 
left  to  themfelves,  the  latter  propofed  to  wallc 
to  the  Reftory  to  vifit  the  Paribn. 

They  found  Mr.  Meredith  afleep,  Per- 
rival  by  his  bed-fide,  and  Mifs  Meredith 
reading  in  the  ftudy ;  reft  and  quiet  being  the 
ufual  fpecific  in  Mr.  Meredith's  diforder, 
aftef  juft  looking  at  the  fick  man,  tea  was 
ordered  and  Percival  fummoned  to  join 
them. 
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iTie  extraordinary  whim,  as  Doftor  Mac** 
ihean  chofe  to  call  it,  of  Lord  Caftle  Howel, 
had  bfeen  difcuffed  over  and  over,  between 
liim-and  the  Lieutenant,  and  rt  recommenced 
sit  tea.     .  '^ 

*  Mils  Meredith,  for  her  part,  wifhed  there- 
was  not  a  black  defign  at  the  bottom,  to 
fpirit  her  niece  away,  and  fo  keep  her  out  of 
the  knowledge  of  her  friends,  'till  iortrt  gal- 
lant youth  atchicved  wonders  in  effedHng  her 
releafe ;  for,  as  to  her  education,  fhe  fotemnly 
affured  the  Dodor,  Jbaf  was  pcrfeftly  com-* 
pleat  J  fhe  had  herfelf  heard  her  read  through, 
.ieven  quarto  volumes  of  CafTandra,  the  folios 
of  Clclia,  and  Princefe  of  Cleeves,  zfki.  few 
people,  fhe  would  fey,  could  give  iriope  force 
to  thegreatnefs  of  Orooftdate's  foul,  or  more 
grace  to  the  tendernefs  of  Gaflfandra's,  than 
Ellen  Meredith. 

Young  Evelyn,  too  much  ufed  to-  Mifs 
Meredith's  rhapfodies  to  attend  to  her  con- 
verfationj  was  looking  over  an  old  news-pa- 
per. 
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per,  and  fipping  his  tea,  in  a  kind  of  abfcnC 
liftlcffnefs,  when  the  found  of  a  hame  moft 
fanviliar  and  dear  to  his  heart,  and  a  confuted 
recoUe&ion  of  the  converfatioh,  brought  a 
crimfon  glow  into  his^face,  which  retreated  in 
one  moment,  and  left  it  pale  as  afhes  j  hii 
cye.s,  naturally  full,  fwellcd  in  their  fockets; 
his  eye- brows  were  diftended,  and  every  fcnfe 
was  converted  to  ear,  when  Mifs  Meredith 
proceeded  in  her  eulogium  on  the  finiftied 
educari'oii  of  her  niece,  her  furmifes  of  th<t 
«au(es  of  fending  her  away,  %er  prognofties 
^  the  confequences,  her  diflike  of  a  modern 
education,  and  her  regret  at  parting  wkk 
£Ben ;  the  Lieutenant  laughed  at  her  ro^ 
mantic  phrafes  and  odd  notions;  the  Do<5tcr; 
who  made  it  a  rule  to-be  all  things  to  «8 
fnen,  though  he  f^oke  not,  looked  a  coind- 
Ance  with  Mifs  Meredith,  when  foddehljr 

-•yefdval  Evelyn  fell  back  in  his  chair.  - 

••  .  •  »  .  .    .  '      • 

^  Mift  Meredith  Ihrieked,  the  maids,  brie  of 
whom  was  old  enough  to  be  a  grandmother, 
rufhed  in>  and  fet  up  a  lamentation  in  their 
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own  harmonious  language,  which  very  mucli 
rfcfembled  the  Hibernian  howl.  Mr.  Mere- 
dith waked  out  of  thefirft  natural  repofe  fincc 
)as  indirppQtion,  rang  his  bell,  no  regard  was 
paid  to  it,  he  with  great  difBculty  reached  his 
Biiorning  gown  and  got  to  the  door,  but  could 
diftinguilh  nothing  but  a  confufion  of  founds, 
now  moderated  by  the  Doftor,  now  increafed 
by  the  women,  and  feeling  himfelf  weak  was 
returning  to  his  bed,  there  to  wait  an  expla- 
nation, *titl  fome  part  of  the  family  were  at 
leifure  to  give  it  him,  when  a  yell  reached  hi? 
car^  that  quickly  banifhed  all  attention  to  his 
OWQ  weaknefs;  it  was  Martha,  hisold.maid, 
who  fcreamcd,  "  Percival  is  dead.'*  There 
was  now  no  apparent  want  of  health  in  Mr« 
Meredith,  he  rufhed  down  aiul  found  his 
young  eleve  without  any  figns  of  life,  a  cold 
dew  on  his  forehead,,  and  Doftor  Macfhean 
in  the  aft  of  letting  him  blood ;  Mifs  Mer/** 
dith,  in  terror  at  the  accident,  appealed  to  her 
trother,  without  wondering  at  his  prefcncc,t 
whether  he  fhould  or  (hould  not  be  bled. 
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"  Mr.  Mcrcdidii  looked  on  the  paHd  face 
With  fpeechlefs  agony  and  aftonifhment ;  the 
incifion  was  made  but  no  blood  followed  the 
lancet;  DoAorMacfhean  looked  very  ferious; 
,Mr^.  Meredith  in  fadj  but  folemn  compofure, 
ordered  the  door  and  windows  to  be  opened, 
and,  no  longer  weak,  raifed  the  body  in  his 
arms,  loo&ned  his  coll^*,  *  and  direded  Mar- 
tha to  bring  a  tub  of  warm  water;  fhe  obey- 
ed, but  in  her  hurry  a  trifling  miftake  oc- 
cured ;  as  they  were  brewing,  ftie  fubftituted 
warm  wort  for  water,  but  by  the  time  fhe  re- 
turned, the  young  man  had  opened  his  eyes, 
he  bled  freely,  and  the  colour  of  life  re-ani- 
mated his  face. 

It  was  in  vain  he.  was  urged  ta  aflign  a 
caufe  for  this  fudden  attack,  in  vain  he  was 
prefled  to  defcribe  his  prefent  feelings ;  his 
eyes  were  fixed,  and,  to  the  furprife  of  every 
body,  he  continued  filent ;  a  tear  ftrayed  in- 
voluntary  from  either  eye,  they  dropped  on 
the  hand  of  Mr,  Meredith,  and  increafcd  his 

F  5  aftonifhment. 
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aftonifhment.    Mifs  Meredith  now  recoflcdf- 
cd  her  brother's  fituation. 

^  •^  Good  God !  brother/'  Ihe  excfenmec^ 
^*  why  did  you  come  dowft  i  You  wiU  get 
your  death/' 

Percival  heard  this  and  recovered  his 
Ipeech  J  lamented  having  expofed  his  friend  to 
fuch  hazard,  intreated  him  to  return  to  his 
chamber,  and  begged  with  fuch  eameft  fad* 
neft  that  he  might  accompany  him,  that  they 
retired  together,  attended  by  Martha,  who 
went  to  put  her  mafter  to  bed>  leaving  the 
Lieutenant,  Doftor  Macfhean,  and  Miis  Me« 
redith,  to  talk  over  and  wonder  at  the  ftrangc 
event,  'dll  the  moon  arofe,  when  the  Doftor 
and  Lieutenant  walked  home. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX. 
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THE  Earl,  delip;htcd  with  Ellcn^^s  (impli- 
city,  and  that  franknefs  of  heart,  which 
mingled  ^preflions  of  tender  regret  for  the 
friends  fhc  was  fo  foon  to  leave,  with  grati- 
tude to  him  for  the  caufe ;  and  finding  his  at*- 
tention  much  nmore  pleafantly  attrafted  by  the 
beauty  of  a  human  than  a  field  flower,  under- 
took himfelf  to  begin  the  formation  of  a  mind 
fo  open  and  naturaQy  ductile. 

Lady  Margaret  had  already  fent  meafures 
and  orders  to  VigOTLane,  for  a  complete  af* 
fortment  of  fine  linen  and  cloaths,.  fuitable  ta 
the  age  and  appearance  of  a  fchool  girL 

« 
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The  deprcffion  of  Ellen's  fpirits  was  in- 
creafed  when  (hewn  to  her  elegant  apartment^ 
Ihe  had  hitherto  ftept  in  a  fmall  chamber  ad- 
joining her  grandfather's,  Winifred  was  her 
bed-fellow,  and/had,  ufually,  fome  light  heart- 
ed tale  or  other  to  ariiufe  her  with  while  im- 
drefling,  when  her  venerable  parents  called 
out  the  ialutations  of  the  night. 

She  V  as  now  in  a  large  room  fiiperbly  hxmg, 
richly  carpeted,  furniflied  with  gi|^  cabinets, 
and  large  mirrors,  but  with  a  lonelinefs  o£ 
grandeur  that  recalled  the  comforts  of  her  own 
little  chamber,  in  fuch  vivid  colours,  (he 
burft  into  tears ;  the  fervant  who  attended  her 
reported  this  to  the  Earl  and  his  fifter>  the 
former  immediately  conjedured  the  caufc, 
and  begged  Lady  Margaret  to  invite  her  to 
take  half  her  bed.  Lady  Margaret's  rule, 
from  which  (he  never  fwervcd,  was,  to  be  al- 
ways of  her  brother's  opinion :  She  called  z 
fmile  into  her  features,  faid  (he  was  juft  think- 
ing of  the  fame  thing,  and  fent  her  woman 
^to  fetch  Ellen  into  her  apartment. 

To 
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To  ^ofe,  ufed  to  kindnefs  and  afFedion, 
every  deprivation  is  grievous,  and  a  heart 
pining  under  a  change  fo  wounding  to  ien(i« 
hHky^  opens  to  every  approach  of  the  treat-* 
ment  it  regrets :  Ellen  found  herfelf  foothed 
by  this  marie  of  attention,  her  tears  ditperfed, 
Ihe  went  to  bed>  and  her  mind,  hurried  by 
die  events  of  the  day,  being  now  com* 
po(ed>  lunk  to  reft.  -  But  however  ready  het 
LadyJhip  had  been  to  obli^^;;  her  brother,  (he 
had  not  in  this  cafe  been  civil  to  herfelf  ^  the 
admitting  Ellen  to  her  room  was,  in  fome  de*^ 
gree,  to  admk  her  to^  her  confidence  i  for  ber 
woman,  who  was  her  privy  counfeUor,  had 
as  many  things  to  amufe  her  Lady  as  Winl-t 
fred  had  for  Ellen. 

Doftor  Maelhean  had  alre^  found  the 
fecret  of  conveying  his  amorous  vows».  thro*' 
Mrs.  Gibibn,  and  though  he  had  not  nota  a 
vaft  deal  of  gold  to  give  her,  yet,  as  ihe  knew 
her  Lady  abounded,  and  as  ihe  faw  it  was 
very  probable  bodi  Lady  and  gold  woukl  in 
time  be  his^  ihe  very  -^purteoully  delivered 

the 


If  9  £  L  £  E  H. 

th€  letters  and  meffige&  he  continued  daify  ta 
iend,  and  entertained  her  lady  wkh  a  number 
of  good  qualides,  with  which  (he  kindfy  en^ 
dowed  him^  as  weH  as  with  many  pcrdnent 
reniarks  on  his  handfome  perfbn  and  pkafin^ 
addrefs, 

Thofe  who  have  fixed  their  private  afiec- 
donS)  where  they  do  not  chufe  publickly  to* 
avow  »  pardalityy  and  thofe  onlf>  know  the 
value  of  acon&b,  at  bed  tinie>  with  a&vorice 
fervant ;  Lady  Margaret  was  refolved  not  to 
be  deprived  of  fuch  a  treafure>  and  therefore, 
as  EUen  was  attached  to  her  maid,  ibe  pro* 
poied[  fendkig  for  her>  in  pure  kindnefs,  which 
gave  her  great  credit  in  4tbe  option  of  her 
brother>  who  fent  a  card  to  Code  Gwyn,  with 
arequeftj  that  Wirtifred  might  attend  her 
young  lady,  and,  at  the  iame  tivne,  a  hght 
cart  carried  a  hamper  of  fine  old  Madeira^ 
for  Sir  Arthur's  own  drinking, from  hisLord* 
ibip,  and  a  large  canifter  of  very  fine  tea^ 
for  Ladt  Meredith,  fimft  his  filter. 


But 
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Bat  ndther  Madeira^  tea>  iior  any  of  tbe 
advantages  which  pvomifed  to  rcfidtfitom  the 
patrona^  of  the  Eafl^  could  difpel  tht  re<* 
grecs.  wiiich  fiUcd  their  hearts*  for  the  abfencc 
of  their  fevonce;  with  a  tear  cm  etch  v«ne« 
rable  dieck^  hady  Meredith  w«tt  bcr&lf  19 
the  hQufe-^keeper^s  rooitit  to  isforxn  Mrs. 
Grifilths  of  Lord  CflflJe  Howel's  meOage : 
Mrs*  Griliiths  rccemddpe  news  of  her  ntece'i 
advancemenc^  far  btiherways  than  hier  Ladpr 
had  done  that  of  Ellen. 

For  the  firft  time  in  her  life  jojr  fiiperced^ 
ed  reijpeA  ^  fte  haftened  to  confidt  her  bro- 
ther^ old  Griffiths^  oa  the  mutual  alTiftanoe 
neccffary  for  them  to  give  their  niece;  and 
as  faft  as  the  old  man  could  hobble  from  his 
pantry,  they  ntturned  to  Lady  Meredith,  who 
remained  in  the  h€ui«jiecper*s-poofn>  with 
the  lueid  drops  fti  11  dil^ing-  from  either  eye. 

The  two  old  ferrants  readily  confen^e^ 
Winifred  fhould  go  to  her  lady;    Edward 

brought 


brought  out  the  contents  of  his  leadier  ptiHcr 
and  Mrs.  Griffiths  ranfacked  her  drawers  for 
the  remains  of  her  old  finery.  Winifred  v^s 
called  for,  but  no  Winifred  was  to  be  found 
in  or  near  the  houfe ;  Mrs.  Griffiths  fomed^ 
and  Lady  Meredith  confidcrbg  die  fending 
ioF  her  as  a  proof  that  Ellen  was  not  yet  re* 
conciled  to  her  good  fortiaie,  was  angry  at 
her  abfence,  and  impatient  for  her  return »  as 
flic  was  noty  however,  to  be  found,  the  fer-^ 
vant  was  difmifled,  with  a  grateful  card  from 
Lady  Meredith,  and  as  much  of  Winifred's 
wardrobe  as  Mrs.  Griffiths  could  find,  with 
an  addidon  from  her  own  heards,,  that  fht 
might  not  difgrace  either  her  Lady  or  her 
relations. 

In  half  an  hour  after  the  fervant  was  gone, 
home  came  Winifred  i  not  as  ufuaj,  fihging 
'till  the  woods  echoed  her  wil4  coarfc^ftrains, 
nor  with  her  natural  hop,  fkip,  and  jumpi 
but  filent,  flow^  and  heavf-^ihe  enteif^^her 
aunt's  room. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Griffiths,  who  had  not  much  of  the 
virtue  of  patience  in  her  difpofition,  began  to 
rate  herYoughly  for  her  abfence,  and  demand- 
ed where  fhe  had  been,  in  a  key,  that  reached 
the  hall.  Winifred>  out  of  humour  and  irri- 
table, anfwered  in  equal  tone. 

The  duet  was  in  alt;  one  ftormed,  the 
other  half  crying,  half  fcolding,  made  up  in 
volubility  what  her  aunt  poflefled  in  autho- 
rity, and  it  was  not  'till  Lady  Meredith  had 
twice  raifed  htr  mild  voice,  either  party  could 
be  iilenced. 

Winifred  confefled  that  ihe  haditfcn  out 
all  dajj  but  to  where>  or  with  whom,  fhe  was 
ihibbornly  filent,  and  was  retiring  in  great 
fullennefs  when  Lady  Meredith  bid  her  pre- 
pare to  follow  Ellen  to  Caftle  Howel. 

All  traces  of  ill  humour  immediately  va-» 
nilhed,  ihe.  laughed^  fung,  and  capered,  but 
fuddcnly  (topping— 

"  Cot 


M4  5*  ^  ^  E  >!.' 

"  Cot  Almighty  lafe  us,  furc  my  miftre& 


is  not  coing  to  day  at  that  tiflifh  place. 


>♦ 


t< 


DeviUh  place  !'*  returned  Mrs.  Griffiths, 
*'.*tis  the  fineft  place  in  the  thirteen  counties  j 
I  was  with  my  Lady  there  forty  years  ago."' 

"If  it  was  wth  Cot  Almighty,  Cot  forgive 
us,  I  had  rathtr  come  back  to  Code  Gwyn; 
but,  to  be  fore,  if  Mi&  EHen  is  there  that  iji 
cnuf."  '  :  .       •         :  . 

Lady  Meredith  defired  Winifredtobetwd/ 
early  next  morning,  and  Mrs.  Griffiths  having 
oftenfiNy  inventoried  aft  the  artlcfes^  ftk:  had 
fetedted  to  fend  wirfi 'her  to/C^lt  Hbwef; 
^recommended  it  to  her  to  devote  the  re- 
maining time  to  gettmg  her  things  in  nice 
order.    •  

-  B\«t  WHTiJprf  had  other  concerns  to  fottle  ; 
flie  firft  met  Jofcph  Wilks,  by  appointment,- 
in  the  great  barn,  and  gfavely  affured  htm, 
that  all  matters  mufl:  end  betwixt  him  and  her^ 

fprr 
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fbr,  that  her  miflrefs  would  never  have  Lord 
Claverton^  and  as  (he  was  refolved  to  live  and 
die  with  her,  defired  he  would  t^ke  his  hand« 
kerchiefs  and  buckles,  and  get  another  fweet 
heart. 


u* 


Joe  was  aflronifhed ;  he  had  made  love  to 
Winifred  by  order  of  his  Lord,  the  girl,  tho' 
very  far  from  handfome,  was  young,  playful, 
and  innocent  i  Jofeph  had  fomehow  perfuaded 
himfelf  into  a  liking  fer  her,  and  as  he  had  at 
little  of  the  coxcomb  In  bis  difpo{ition>aswell 
-as  bis  mafter,  his  vanity  was  hinnbled  at  her 
fang  froid. 


» t 


\     ; 


He  attempt^to  |)crfifede; 

^       *  . 

**  No,  no,  Mr.  Jc^feph  muft  no€  think  to 

come  over  her." 

^    •        »  «  •       •  •        » 

■  '  •       - 

He  threatened  ta  han^  him&lf. 


*'  It  matters  not,  Mr.  Jofcph, 
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He  would  marry  the  firft  girl  who  woufd 
have  him — but  all  his  rhetoric  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  'till  he  fworc  he  would  leave  Lord  Cla- 
verton>  as  foon  as  he  had  faved  money  to  ftock 
a  farm,  and  live  at  Code  Gwyn :  This  molified 
the  fair  damfel,  who  then  confented  to  keep 
his  prefents,  and  fuffercd  him  to  accompany 
her  on  a  fecret  expcdirioa  to  Code  Gwyh 
village^ 

In  the  way  Jofeph  was  ica  happy  hot  to  be 
very  fond,  and  as  Winifred  looked  on  her 
marriage  as  a  fctded  thing*  fee  was  eafily  per- 
fuaded  there  fhould  be  no  fecrets  between 
man  and  wife  i  his  blandifhments  obtained 
what  all  Lady  Meredith's  authority^  and  her 
aunt's  fcolding,  had  failed  to  do^  the  hiftory  of 
her  morning's  excurfion.' 

Mr.,  Meredith*s  man  had  been  before  day 
at  Code  Gwyn,  on  a  feoret  meilage  to  Mrs. 
Winifred  Griffiths,  to  beg  Ihe  would  direftly 
come  to  Mr*  Evelyn,  who  was  very  ilK 

Mr. 
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■  Mr.  Evelyn  was  too  great  a  favorite  not 
to  b^' at  all  rifles  obtyed;  but  what  was. poor 
Winifred's  confternation  to  find  her  friend  with 
his  eyes  fwellcd  almoft  out  of  his  head,  his 
hair  difordered,  bb  hands  trembling  and 
burning,  and  his  whole  frame  fpeaking  at 
once  grief  and  difeafe,  hardly  articulate,  he 
ftammered  the  name  of  £Ikn,  and  burft  intd 
tears. 

-  Winifred  had  not  flept— the  night  had  been 
almoft  as  tedious  to  her  as  it  could  be  to 
him,  and  on  account  of  the  fame  objeft,  fhc 
therefore  wept  too,  and  a  few  minutes  con- 
verfation  let  her  into  a  fecret  fhe  had  never 
fofpeded,  and  engaged  her  in  a  caufe,  which 
fo  accorded  with  her  own  wiQies,  that  fhc 
fwore  vehemently,  both  in  Welch  and  Englifli, 
flic  would  die  by  it.' 

Xvelyn  declared  he  could  not  live  without 
Ellen,  and  his  confidant  faid,  it  was  not  fit  he 
ihdiild. 

Evelyn 
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Evelyn  detsefted  all  I^rds^— Winifred  flap- 
pofed  ^y  were  a  parcel  of  oudandifh  tivels. 

■  'I 

ft 

^^Oh,  what  fhall  I  do,  Winifred,  if  I  can- 
not hear  of  my  dear  Ellen  ?^* 

I 

She  promifed  ihe  would  walk  barefoot  to 
Caftle  Howel  but  he  ihould. 

Winifred  communicated  this  confidence  to 
Joc^  with  her  opinion,  that "  true  Iqf  was.pet- 
tet^than  cowld,"  in  which  he  accorded,  and; 
after  a  promife  on  her.part>  to  meet  him 
again  in  the  parlour,  wh.eo  Sir  Arthur  and 
Lady  Meredith  were  gone  to  bed,  he  returned 
back,  and  (he  proceeded  to  the  redory,  ac-^ 
aording  to  agreement. 

.        •  •        ■  • 

,.  She  went  up  die  back  (loirs  to  Evelyn's 
room,  whom  (he  found  extended  on  the  bed 
and  his  eyes  Ihut. 

■  ft  *  • 

*  •  * 

**  Fat,  are  you  afleep,  Mr.  Evelyn,  Cot 
ple(s  us  ?  Cet  up  I  have  news  for  you.'* 

Percival 


• 
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Pcrcival  opened  his  eyes,  but,  in  attempt- 
ing to  rife,  fell  back  with  fuch  violence  as 
alarmed  his  confidant ;  he,  however,  in  a  faint 
voice,  begged  Ihe  would  tell  him  her  news 
direftly. 

It  was  with  vifible  joy  he  heard  Winifred 
was  to  follow  EUeh,  he  entreated  her  to 
let  him  knew  every  thing  that  happened,  and 
above  all,  to  conceal  the  fecret  he  had  en- 
trufted  to  her  from  all  the  world,  even  from 
Ellen  hericlf^  and  not  tell  the  deareft  friend 
Sue  had,  he  was  fick  of  love. 

Winifred  fworc,  as  (he  had  done  before, 
without  the  fmalleft  inward  reproach;  for  as 
Jofeph  was  to  be  her  hufband,  (he  had  no 
idea  it  was  any  breach  q{  confidence  to  tell 
him  all  (he  knew«. 

Mifk  Meredith's  foot  on  the  (lair,  comir^ 
to  enquire  after  Evelyn's  health,  (hortened 

her  vifit ,  and,  after  promi(ing  to  write  to  him 

by  David  (the  reiJbor's  man)  away  went  YfU 

ntfred. 
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POSSESSED  of  Winifred's  declaration, 
that  Ellen  would  not  have  Lord  Claver- 
ton,  Jofcph  communicated  it  to  his  Lordftiip, 
and  received  five  guineas  in  reward  for  paft 
and  earned  of  future  fervices  j  the  terms  he 
was  on  with  his  fweetheart  gave  him  an  exoife 
to  vifit  Caftle  Howel  as  long  as  Lord  Cla- 
yerton  chofc  to  (lay  in  the  country,  which,  his 
Lordlhip  refolved  fhould  depend  on  events. 

In  the  mean  tihie,  as  the  whole  family  now 
at  Code  Gwyn  were  his  averfion,  as  the  in- 
tenfe  coldneft  of  the  weather  prevented  his 
going  out,  and  as,  indeed,  he  would  have  no 
pretence  for  flaying  if  he  was  able  to  travel, 
it  was,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  the 
mofl  convenient  plan  he  could  adopt,  to  be 

too 
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too  much  indifpofed  to  leave  his  apartment, 
and  as  Mrs*  Griffiths  was  a  perfon  he  now 
chofe  to  be  well  with,  he  patiently  liftened  to 
her  diffcrtations  on  water  gruel  and  white 
foups. 

Jofeph*s  laft  interview  with  Winifred  was 
very  tender,  he,  confequently,  knew  every 
fyllable  that  had  paffed  at  the  reftory  j  and 
the  five  guineas  in. his  pocket  was  a  ftimula  to 
induftrv  he  was  refolved  todeferve ;  but  he  was 
too  artful,  at  this  interview,  to  drop  a  word  in 
favor  of  his  Lord :  No,  all  Jofeph's  wifties 
were  centered  in  the  litde  farm,  with  his  dear 
"Winny  1  and  as  he  confirmed  this  aflerdon 
with  many  fafhionable  oaths,  they  feparated 
in  mutual  good  humour,  and  unbounded  con- 
fidence, on  one  fide,  at  Icalt. 

The  noble  owner  of  Caftle  Howel  now  ex- 
perienced there  were  amufements  more  grate- 
ful to  his  feelings  than  even  Botany;  he  pointr 
cd  out  to  Ellen  the  difierent  claflcs  of  learn- 
ing and  literature  that  enlightened  the  world  % 
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deicribed  the  progFcfs  refinement  and  luxury 
had  made  in  modem  times ;  fpoke  of  the  im*^ 
mortal  Shakelpeare,  and  quoted  feveral  beaur 
tiful  pafl&ges,  fuitable  to  her  comprehenfion, 
and  fo  adapted  his  information  to  the  expe- 
rience of  his  fair  pupil,  that  after  a  long 
morning  paffcd  in  the  library.  Lord  CafUe 
Howel  had  the  fatisfadion  to  perceive  the 
•rcftlefs  abfence  of  thought,  witl;  which  (he 
*had  at  firft  heard  him,  jgradually  change  into 
eager  attention  -,  her  eyes  fparklcd  with  plea- 
fufe,  the  rapidity  of  her  queftions  and  the 
quicknefs  of  her  apprehenfion  flattered  and 
delighted  bim^  and  often  did  he  regret,  that 
the  tyranny  of  cuftom  forbad  him  to  undertake 
the /ole  information  of  fuch  a  mind  himfcifl 

In  the  evening  his  Lord&ip  taught  her  the 
gamut,  both  vocal  and  inftrumental.     She 
-played  on  the  harp  a  number  of  tunes  by  ear, 
and  accompanied  it  with  her  voice,  but  the 
Jcience  of  mufic  was  a  matter  (he  was  totally 
unacquainted  with  \  how  this  and  other  fe- 
male attainments  came  to  be  unknown  to  the 
Z  -Mifs 
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Mifs  Merediths,  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hlftory  j  all  they  knew  they  had  taught 
Ellen. 

The  hour  of  retirement  was  left  irkfome 
than  the  preceding  night ;  fhe  had  fufficicnt 
fubjeft  for  recoDeftion,  equally  new  and  de- 
lightful, and  her  only  wifh,  after  the  welfare 
of  her  friends  at  Code  Gwyn,  was,  that  Per- 
cival  Evelyn  could  witnefe  and  fliare  in  the 
cxpanfion  of  her  mind. 

Winifred  arrived  early  next  morning,  and 
the  Lieutenant  and  Doftor  Maclhcan  rode 
over  before  dinner. 

The  Earl  received  them  with  the  utmoli 
cordiality,  and  the  reader  will  fuppofe  Lady 
Margaret  was  not  lels  condefcending. 

In  the  mean  time  Lord  Claverton  was  deli- 
berating  on  the  ftep  he  fliould  next  take  -,  Jo- 
fcph  was  fhut  tip  with  him  the  moft  part  of 
the  day— -^and  as  it  wis  purpofed  Ellen's  fchod 

Gr  2  education 
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education  ftiould  take  place  when  the  Chrift- 
mas  recefs  ended,  it  was  fettled  between 
Dodor  Macfliean  and  his  noble  Patron,  that 
Bath  was  the  precife  place  likely  to  renovate 
a  conftitution,  injured  by  the  hot  climate  from 
•whence  they  were  juft  arrived  -,  and,  prepa- 
rations were  accordingly  began  for  their -de- 
parture. 

The  communication  between  the  femilies 
of  Caftle  Howel  and  Code  Gwyn,  became 
every  day  more  frequent;  the  Mifs  Merediths 
were  good  horfe- women,  and  Ellen  delighted 
to  fee  them ;  the  fcverity  of  the  weather  was 
the  Earl's  objeftion  to  her  riding,  but  he  was 
pleafed  when  his  fifter  took  her  in  the  chariot 
to  vifit  Code  Gwyn,  bccaufc  ftie  returned 
more  cheerful  and  happy. 

»  A  Nobleman  of  Lord  Claverton's  rank  in 
the  neighbourhood,  was  alfo  an  objeft  for  po- 
litenefe :  The  Earl  rode  over  to  vifit  -  Sir 
Arthur,  and  invite  Lord  Claverton  to  Caftle 
Howel.    The  cultivation  of  this  acquaintance 

was 
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was  of  too  much  importance  to  Lord  Cla* 
verton's  views  to  be  negleftcd  i  he  accepted, 
with  great  fatisfaftion,  an  offered  corner  in  the 
Earl's  carriage,  and  during  the  courfe  of  the 
vifit.  Lord  Caftle  Howel  underftanding  he 
meant,  as  well  as  themfelves,  to  make  fome 
.  ftay  at  Bath,  very  politely  preffed  him  to  ac- 
cept of  the  fame  convenience  thither,  whichy 
the  reader  will  be  fure,  he  as  politely  accepted^ 
and  immediately  wrote  to'  order  his  carriage"^ 
and  fervants  to  meet  him  there. 

Every  thing  thus  en  train,  Winifred,  fuft 
of  her  importance  at  the  fine  Caftle,  of 
the  finc'cloaths  making  for  Ellen,  of  the  fine 
vows  of  her  lover,  and  a  long  etcetera,  of 
finery-*— entirely  forgot,  both  Evelyn  and  her 
promife.  At  every  excurfion  to  Code  Gwyn, 
as  Ellen  was  the  oracle  of  the  parlour,  Wini- 
fred gave  her  orations  in  the  fervant's-hall. 

Sir  Arthur,  who,  from  his  fedentary  life, 
greedily  devoured  every  bit  of  news,  kept 
Ellen  at  his  elbow  from  the  moment  of  her 

G  3  arrival 
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arrival  to  her  departure,  diking  a  thoufand 
queftions'i  while  Ihe,  who  knew  no  pleafiire 
fuperior  to  his  amufemciit,  ftored  up  every 
anecdote  (be  heard,  and  every  occurrence  that 
happened,  for  his  entertainment. 

I 

Lord  Claverton  faw  there  was  no  poflibiHty 
of  obtaining  a  nioment  of  her  attention,  and 
therefore  became,  with  the  fainily,  an- auditor 
of  her  fenfible  prattle. 

Winifred,  on  her  part,  held  forth  to  the 
fervancs,  in  their  different  wayS)  with  air  aixof 
profound  knowle^dge  s  flie  told  her  aunt,  thac 
all  her  experience  would  not  cacry  her  the  day 
through  at  Caftle  Howel ;  and,  as  to  her  un- 
cle, "  Cot  help  the  owld  man,  his  white  hairs 
would  (land  an  end  if  he  had  as  many  forts  q£ 
liquors  to  cork  and  uncork  as  the  putler  at 
Caftle  Howel ;  the  cook.  Cot  knows,  was  a 
dilh  waflier,  and  the  tairy  rhait  mate  coot 
putter  enufF,  but  nothing  like  the  putter  at 
Caftle  HoweL" 


<c 
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"And  foyou  havckarn'j;*  faid  old  Grif- 
fiths, "  already  to  dcfpife  your  native  home, 
I  forcfce  thou  wilt  return  as  ragged  as  a  cdte/* 

"  Cot  help  you,  uncle,  ragget!  why  there's 
no  end  to  the  riches  ^^t  Caftle  Howel." 

Old  Griffiths  fhook  his  head  in  token  of  in- 
credulity and  difguft,  and  the  reft  of  the  malt 
domeftics  followed  his  example. 

Mr^  Grifikhs  called  her  an  upltftrt  igno* 
rant  wendv ;  (he  wdrraftted  (he  tx^M  manag? 
^  good  ai.  femtly-  at  any  ia  the  Couiltyv 

The  maids  felt  themfelves  doubly  hurt  i 
fifft,  in-  having  their  abilities  degraded,  next, 
in  feeing  their  old'  fellow  fcrvant  fo^  finely 
drtfS^y  and  lo  futt  of  airsj  fo- that  poor  Wi- 
nifred^  abufed  by  all,  was  obliged  to-feek  con- 
folation,  where,  indeed  it  was  always  ready, 
from  Mr.  Jofeph,  and  declared^  Oie  would  not 
diik  to  comt  again  wi^h  Mifs  Elkn,  among 
Iticfa  a  low  fee  -,  yet,  as  oktc^  zk  tl)e  carriage 

G4  was 
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v/as  ordered  flie  made  the  fame  requeft,  re- 
peated the  fame  (lories,  with  the  fame  efFe6t, 
and  left  Code  Gwyn  with  the  fame  declara- 
tion. 

At  length  the  day  being  fixed  for  their  de- 
parture, Ellen  chofe  to  go  on  the  Sunday  to 
take  leave  of  her  friends,  and,  wich  the  little 
vanity  natural  to  her  fex,  had  her  hair  dreffed 
by  Lady  Margaret's  woman,  wore  a  new 
green  fattin  habit,  with  a  white  beaver,  hat, 
and  green  feathers,  and  attended  by  Winifred, 
in  a  drab  cloth  Jofeph,  a  black  hat  and  hand- 
fome  band :  They  met  the  family  at  Code 
Gwyn  church. 

Every  eye  was  turned  from  the  Creator  to 
the  created',  it  was  not  that  Ellen  looked  more 
beautiful,  but  flie  was  finer  and  more  unlike. 
themfelves. 

Lady  Meredith  and  her  daughter's  hearts 
dilated,  the  pew  door  was  thrown  open,  they 
handed  her  in,  and  even  the  good  Reftor  fuf- 

fered 
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fercd'his  attention  to  be  a  moment  taken  from, 
his  duty. 

Mutual  gratulations  however  foon   fub- 
(ided  i  the  refped  (he  had  ahvays  been  taughc 
was  due   to  a  place  of  worlhip,  foletnnized 
her  features,  but  her  eye  glanced  involunta- 
rily to  the  Reftor's  pew,  where  Evelyn  ufcdr 
to  fit ;  no  Evelyn  was  there ;  (he  eagerly  ex- 
plored every  part  of  the  church,  and  ftill  no/ 
Evelyn  was  to-  be  feen.. 

She  coloured. 

What!  did  Percival  Evelyn  know  (he  was, 
coming  to  Code  Gwyn,  for  the  laft  time,  fo!« 
file  did  not  know-  how  many  months^  and  was 
he  not  defirous  of  bidding  her  farewell  ?  — 
"Well,  who  cares!"  and  (he  latdown  in  the 
middle  of  the  Pfalmsi. 

"I  have  not  fccn  him  fince  I-  lefr  my 
grandfather's !  no,  not  once  !  and  my  oncle,  I 

G  5  have- 
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have  not  fefcn  him  either!  and  it  is  now  above 
a  fortnight." 

^•fPray,  aunt  Mary,,  where   is   Percival 
Evelyn  r 

*^  Lord,  child^  did  you  not  receive  my  let- 
ter about  him  ?" 

"  Letter !  no :  I  never  received  a  letter  in 
all  my  life,  when  did  you  fend  it  V* 

*'  Above  a  week  ago,  Mr.  Jofcph,  Lord 
Claverton*s  man,  promifcd  to  give  it  Wini- 
fred for  you." 

.^'Then  I  am  fure  he  forgot  it;  but  what 
of  Percival?'' 

"Why,  my  dear  he  has  been  dying. "" 


y 


Elkn  turned  pale. 
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«*  But  he  is  better  now  and  wiH  dme  with 
us — my  brother  thou^  him  too  werfc  to  fit 
in  thcxold  church." 

Ellen's  face  changed  to  the  deep^  fe»rler> 
and  flie  fixed  her  eyes  on  the  pi&ures  in  the 
prayer  book,  without  attending  to  the  fcrvice> 
'till  roufed  by  Lady  Meredith  at  the  end. 

Nothing,  during  the  ride  home^  occupied 
Ellen,  but  Pcrcivaris  illnefij  and  though  Lord 
Chverton  was  eagerly  waiting  to  hand  her 
put  of  the  carriage,  and  though  her  Patron 
had  explained  to  her  the  propriety  of  attend- 
ing  to  the  laws  of  politcnefs,  (he  could  think 
of  nothing  but  Percival.  Winifred  having 
feen  Lady  Margaret's  maid  always  attend 
he;-  Lady  immediately  on  her  alighting,  and 
willing  to  fhew  her  fellow  fervants  her  im- 
provements, aftually  pulhed  before  Lord 
Claverton. 

'^  Where,''  faid  Ellen,  without  taking  the 
kail  notice  of  the  Peer,  or  any  other  being, 

Gd  "where 
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"  where  is  the  letter  my  aunt  Mary  fent,  by 
Mr.  Jofeph,  about  Pcrcival  ?" 

Winifred  coloured ;  it  was  the  firft  thought 
fhe  had  given  Percival  fince  fhe  left  him  fick 
at  the  Reftory,  after  having  entered  into  a 
folemn  engagement,  to  do  him  all  manner  of* 
kind  offices  with  her  miftrelsj  but  as  fhe  was 
too  great  a  lady  at  Cattle  Howel  to  be  vifible 
in  any  part  of  the  houfe  where  fuch  bumkins 
as  the  parfon's  man  had  accefs,  (he  had  not 
been  in  the  way  of  receiving  a  fingle  meflage 
from,  or  in  the  recoUeftion  of  faying  a  civil 
thing  of,  the  forgotten  Percival :  Winifred's, 
though  fimple,  was  not  a  bad  heart,  her  con- 
fcience  fmote  her  for  her  breach  pf  promifc 
to  Percival,  but  no  letter  had  (he  received 
from  Mr.  Jofeph,  and  therefore  none  could 
have  been  forgotten. 

"  Give  me  the  letter  direftly,'*  laid  Ellen> 
Tulhing  by  Lord  Claverton,  up  ftairs,  without 
even  thinking  on  Sir  Arthur. 

"  What 
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"What  letter,  and  where  are  you  going, 
Ellen?"  afked  Lady  Meredith. 

Winifred  followed  her  miftrefs  to  her  room, 
and  Lord  Claverton,  who  underftood  more 
of  the  matter  than  any  odier  perfon,  retired  to 
his,  and  rang  for  Jofeph.  They  had  very 
little  time  to  arrange  affairs,  before  Winifred 
rapped,  and  defired  to  fpeak  one  word  with 
Mr,  Jofeph,  who,  on  being  interrogated  about 
the  letter,  confeffed  (with  many  proteftations 
of  forrow.  for  his  careleflhefs)  that  he  had  loft 
it  out  of  his  pocket,  on  the  road  to  Caftle 
Howel. 

She,  whofc  partiality  for  Jofeph  was  far 
from  decreafing,  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  for- 
give ;  but  Ellen,  impatient,  uneafy ,  and  anxious 
to  know  every  thing  about  Pcrcival,  declared 
he  was  a  very  idle  young  man,  and  never 
fhould  do  any  thing  for  her  again. 

I 

Winifred  called  Cot  to  witneis  Jofeph  was 
a  fery  oneft  lat,  and  would  not  hurt  a  worm ; 

but 
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"  You  have  forgot  me,  Ellen,  quife,  quiU 
forgot  me.'* 

Ellen  did  not  anfwcr,  her  arm  reftcd  onr 
him,  and  his  hand  involuntarily  clafped  hers,, 
as  it  hung  over  his  (houlden  He  then  began 
to  anfwer  his  friends,  and  fay,  how  much  bet- 
ter he  was  -,  he  breathed  freer,  and  although^ 
the  obfervations  Lady  Meredith  could  not 
hdp  making,  were  not  the  mdl  pleafing,,  ei- 
ther to  Sir  Arthur  or  berfelf,  yet,  as  this  was 
to  be  the  laft  interview,  and  as  fhe. loved 
Percival,  IJie  chofc  rather  to  /eem  not  to^^,. 
than  be  obliged  to  cenfure. 

,  They  'were  in  this  fituation  when  Lord^ 
Claverton  made  his  appearance:  Strange  ef-- 
fefts  have  been  related  from  looking  on  the 
Gorgon*  Lord  Claverten  did  not  adbually 
turn  to  (tone,  but  all  the  colours  of  the  rain^- 
bow  were  by  turns  predominant  in  his  faCe.. 

Lady  Meredith  endeavoured  to.  divert  the 
attention  of  Lord  Claverton  from  the  youpg 

pair, 
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pair,  and  them  froni  eachr  other,  but  havrrig 
tried  all  ways  (he  could  think  ofi  gave  the 
matter  up.  The  dinner  was  the  moft  lilent 
meal  they  had  ever  made,  and  was  dif- 
patched  with  that  impatience  of  rcftraint, 
which  a  family,  in  the  full  confidence  of  each 
other,  muft  be  fuppofed  to  feel,  on  the  eve 
of  feparation,  in  the  prefence  of  a  ftranger. 

Lord  Claverton  felt  he  was  himfelf  that 
reftraint. 

The  paufes  in  converlation  growing  longer 
and  more  frequent,  could  not  be  mifunder- 
ftood :  No  man  was  better  acquainted  with 
the  etiquette  of  fine  breeding,  yet,  in  this  in- 
ftancc,  he  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to 
leave  to  themfelves  a  family,  whofe  infipidity 
was  his  averfionj  whofe  plain  manners  were  his 
contempt  5  for,  oppofite  to  him  fat  Ellen  and 
Percival>  folely  occupied  by  each  other,  and 
fceming  to  wait  with  impatience  the  moment 
when  the  many  eloquent  things,  fpoke  in  their 
mutual  glances,  might  be  put  into  words. 
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"  ^at  moment/*  faid  the  haughtyPecr,  in- 
wardly, "  they  (hall  not  have.'*  He  endea- 
voured to  enter  into  converfation  with  Cathe- 
rine. 

What  was  now  the  ftibjeft  of  her  ftudies  ? 
Would  fhe  honor  him  widi  a  commilfion  to 
fend  her  books  of  any  kind  ?, 

Catherine  thanks  hun>  but  (he  had  enough 
for  her  life  time;  befidesj  there  werenonew 
Romances. 

A  ^nce  en<b«d.  He  ww  ftitl  mim  wi* 
fortunate  m  hb  next;  effort 

"Had  the  earfy-  kmbs  fiaflered  bf  ch^ 
cold  wcafcher,**  was  a  queftion  to-  Mils  Agnes> 
firoqn  whidr  he  had  great  hopes. 


It  was  anfwcred  with  a  fbrnoal  "  No. 


Again  a  dead  fifcrrce*. 
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Mr.  Meredith  vexed,  and  really  offended, 
at  a  reftraint,  which  grew  more  intolerable 
€very  moment,  afked  Lady  Meredith  if  fhe 
would  not  order  coffee,  and,  as  foon  as  it  was 
over,  taking  Ellen  and  his  mother  in  each 
handi  and  bowing  to  Lord  Claverton,  he  led 
them  out  of  the  room  j  they  were  followed 
by  ^c  other  ladies. 

Poor  Percival  fat  with  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  door,  which  clofcd  after  them  -,  not  being 
afked  to  go,  he  wanted  refolution  to  move, 
and  endured  a  dn*ee  hours  iilence  the  pidure 
of  deipair.  * 

;  Sir  Arthur  did  Indeed  enter  into  a  kind  of 
forced  converfation  for  fome  time,  but  fell 
infenfibly  into  his  evening  nap. 

Lord  Claverton  flill  perfevered  in  his  plan, 
which  Percival's  modefly  alTifted  i  for  though 
not  confidered,  by  the  Peer,  of  importance 
enough  to  be  fpoken  to  on  any  other  occa- 
fion,  yet  now  he  condefcendcd  to  addrefs  a  few 

infignificant 
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infignificant  queftions  to  him,  and  fo  contrived 
to  render  him  his  entertainer  who  was  the 
objeft  of  his  hatred. 

At  length,  fupper,  and  Lady  Meredith  with 
her  family,  relieved  all  parties.     Ellen's  eyes 
were  red  and  fwellcd,  (he  drew  her  ftool  be- 
tween her  grandfather  and  grandmother,  and, 
grafping  a  hand  of  each,  fat  totally  abforbed 
in  her  own  refleftioas)  and  although  Lord 
Claverton  had  the  mortification  to   remain 
quite  unnoticed,  that  mortification  was  much 
foftened  when  he  obferved  fhc  was  not  more 
attentive  to  any  other  part  of  the  company, 
except  indeed  at  the  moment  when  Mr.  Me-  * 
redith  and   his  eleve   departed,    when   her 
adieus  were  more  tender  and  oftener  repeated 
than  fat  entirely  eafy  on  him  j  he,  however, 
confoled   himfelf  in   the   certainty  that  this 
would  be  the  laft  interview,  at  leaft  for  fome 
time,  with  the  formidable  Percival,  for  the 
next  day  he  isiccompanied  her  to  Bath,  where 
Lord  Caftle  Howel's  carriage  fet  her  down 
at  the  firft  fchool  in  that  polite  city. 

CHAP- 
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CHAP.     XI. 


THUS,  then,  a  new  world  was  opened  to 
our  heroine  J  the  well  qualified  gover- 
nefs  of  this  little  feminary  was  a  woman,  whofc 
reputation,  as  a  female  writer,  had  been  efta- 
blifhed,  without  eftranging  her  from  the  duties 
of  her  fituationi  and  Ihe  wifely  employed  her 
excellent  fenfc^a  the  cultivation  of  the  human 
inind. 

Under  fo  good  a  judge,  both  of  matter  and 
manner y  the  improvements  of  her  pupils  was, 
as  might  be  expc&ed,  rapid  and  fyftematical: 
Mrs.  Forreft,  though  prepoflcffed  by  the 
beauty  of  the  young  ftranger,  immediately 
difcovcred  the  deficiencies  in  her  education/. 

Ellen, 


142  ELLEN. 

EU^n,  on  her  part,  was  confounded,  to  fee 
ladies,  much  younger  than  herfel^  perfeft 
miftrefles  of  accomplifliments,  for  which  fhe 
had  but  juft  began  to  acquire  a  tafte ;  com- 
paring herfelf  with  her  new  affociates,  how  ig- 
norant, how  contemptibk  did  Ihe  appear; 
what  time  would  it  not  require,  what  appli- 
cation, to  become  what  they  now  were. 

With  the  playful  avidity  natural  to  young 
minds,  ufed  to  a  regular  fuccefEon  of  inftruc- 
tion,  ftie  faw  them  varyir^  mufic,  drawing, 
reciting  in  different  languagcs^and  fine  works, 
to  all  which  (be  was  a  total  ftrangcn 

Unable  to  bear  a  compa^.ron  fo  humili- 
ating, tears  filled  her  eyes,  and  dropped  on 
her  white  bofom. 

The  fenfible-govemefs  was  not  Icfs  atten- 
tive to  her  new  charge,  and  drawing  the  moft 
favorable  conclufions  from  the  obfervations 
ftie  had  fecn  her  make,  irifinuated  herfelf  into 
her  confidence,  by  a  judicious  mixture  of  in- 

ftruftion 
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ftru£lion  and  compliment,  and  defcribed,  \9ith 
fuch  apparent  eafe,  the  gradations  through 
which  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  all  female  ac- 
compliftiments  were  to  be  attained,  and  fo  en- 
tirely entered  into  the  true  fpirit  of  politenefs, 
by  contriving  to  raifc  her  pupil's  opinion  of 
her  own  ability,  as  Ihe  impreft  her  with  refpeft 
for  and  attention  to  herfelf,  that  all  her  une^fy 
fenfations  fubfided ;  Ihe  wrote  a  (hort  letter  to 
Lady  Meredith,  and  then  joined  her  fchool- 
vsxdXts  in  perfect  good  humour. 

Lord  Caftle  Howel  gave  every  charge  re- 
lative to  his  protegee  5  he  obtained  as  a  great 
favor,  that  Winifred  ftiould  be  admitted  into 
Mrs.  Forreft*s  family,  but  all  converlation 
was  ftridly  forbid  with  her  young  lady :  The 
truth  is,  that  though  Ellen  approached  as  near 
pcrfcftion  as  mofl:  heroines  of  her  age,  yet 
Ihe  certainly  had  a  welch  accent,  which,  to 
the  refined  ears  of  Mrs.  Forreft,  and  her  la- 
dies, founded  a  little  uncouth  ^  and,  as  Wini- 
fred's was  a  barbarous  jargon  of  neither  Welch 
nor  £ngliib>  but  a  bad  mixture  of  both,  which 

'      Ihe 
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but  her  rhetori'c  was  thrown  away.  Ellen's 
difpleafure  continued,  and  flic  went  to  Sir 
Arthur  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  and  her  cheeks 
glowing  with  anger :  Immediately  after  Mr. 
Meredith  and  Percival  entered,  the  latter  fup- 
portcd  by  his  reverend  friend. 

Ellen  flirunk  from  the  paternal  embrace 
of  Six  Arthur,  and  ftood  aghafL 

The  countenance  of  young  Evelyn  was,  as 
before  defer ibed,  always  pale;  but  it  was  the 
palenefs  of  fentiment,  a  thinking  habit,  and  a: 
pcnfive  turn  of  mind ;  his  face  was  oval,  per- 
haps  beyond  the  escaft  line  of  beauty ;  his 
complexion  clear  brown>  and  his  eyes  large, 
black  and  piercing,  which,  with  his  dark  ejre- 
brows'  and  eye  lafhcs,  gave  a  moft  interefting 
turn  to  his  countenance  j  he  was  prepofleffing. 
and  agreeable,  and,  fai  beyond  mediocrity, 
handfome*  But  this  was  the  fliadow  of  his 
former  felf.  His  eyes,  no  longer  brilliant, 
funk  in  his  head,  his  face  thin  and  yellow,  his 
lips  parched  and  burning  with  heftic  fever,, 

his 
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his  voice  trcmulousj  and  an  umvcrfal  weak- 
nefs  pervading  his  whole  frame — he  gafped 
for  breathy  and  unable  to  anfwer  the  kind  en- 
quiries of  the  family,  fat  down  oa  the  nearcft 
chair. 

Ellen  looked  round,'  the  glance  of  compaf  • 
fion,  of  forrow,  met  her  from  every  eye. 

Shc^  burfl  into  tears. 

*•  Percival,  my  dear  Percival/'  cried  fhe, 
running  towards  him,  **  what  is  the  matter  ? 
How  long  have  you  been  ill  ?" 

Percival  tried  to  fpeak,  but  failing  in  the 
effort  turned  away  his  head. 

**  What  !**  cried  fhe,  half  turning  to  Mr. 
Meredith,  *'  can*t  he  ^eak  ?  Percival,  won't 
you  fpeak  to  me^  to  Ellen,  your  own  Ellen  ?'* 

"Widiout  turning  his  head,  the  blood  faintly 
mantling  into  his  face, 

«you 
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Lord  Clavei'ton^  though  he  appeared  in« 
udHre,  and  even  inattendye,  to  what  was  go- 
•ing  forward^  never  loft  fight  of  his  original 
{3ian  ^  from  the  inftant  he  beheld  Ellen  he 
ithafked  her  for  his  owti^  rude  and  ignorant  as 
ihe  ^  firft  appeared^  her  graces  foftened  qn 
lits  obfervation^  what  ihe  might  be  ^^^^^ftruck^ 
ifim  no  lefs  forcibly  than  it  did  Lord  Caftle 
Ho>wel>  though  without  the  fame  difmterefted 
ardl>r  to  affift  the.  nolMe  work  of  nature. 

To  be  Lord  Clavertoh's  toy,  his  amufe- 
inent,  as  he  had  early  planned,  it  was  no  mat- 
ter  how  little  EUen  knew ;  but  to  be  his  often** 
fible  Miftrcfs,  to  Jbew  hini  the  envied  poC- 
fefTor  of  grace,  eafe,  undefftandingy  and  fuch 
beauty!  (he  could  not  know  tda  mucby  it  was 
indeed  curfed  impertinent  of  Lord  Caftle 
Howel  to  be  meddling  j  an  old  fool!  ftireiy  he 
might  lay  out  his  money  to  more  advantage; 
and  fo  thought  both  Dodor  Macftiean  and 
Lady  Margaret  3  but  the  more  attached  the  Earl 
continued  to  his  young  favorite,  the  more 
difficult  of  acccfs  fhe  would  prove  to  him  j  to 

wean 
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wean  him,  therefore,  from  an  obgeft  on  which 
his  mind  voluntarily  turned,  when  Lord  Cla- 
verton  could  fo  much  better  difpofe  of  that 
objeft  himfelf,  was  a  point  too  defirable  and 
important  to  be  neglededj  he  knew  the  Doc- 
tor's views  in  the  Caftle  Howel  family,  and 
the  prudential  caution  with  which  he  proceed- 
ed was*  an  example  not  loft  on  the  Peer  5  the  > 
Dcftor  indeed  was  a  Socrates  in  love. 

Although  Lady  Margaret  affured  h;^  flic 
liad  realized  fomething  very  comfortable  for 
a  matrimonial  garnilh,  (he  had  only  affured 
him,  and  he  was  refolved  to  have  proof  i.  for 
he  had  no  reafon  to  flatter  himfelf  his  alliance 
would  be  eligible  to  the  Earl,  and,  as  in  cafe  of 
the  worft,  there  were  many  fnug  litde  things  to 
be  procured  by  intereft,  as  well  for  medical  as 
other  men,  he  was  determined  to  be  flow 
and  fure ;  Lord  Claverton,  therefore,  eafily 
convbcedDo6borMacftiean,it  was  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  proceed  immediately  to  London, 
and  Lady  Margaret,  who  was  as  anxious  to 
retain  her  conqueft,  as  his  Lorufiiip  couLi  be 

Ha  tQ 
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to  fecure  btSy  became  an  immediate  Convert 
to  Mr.  Macfhcan's  opinion i  her  nervous  coni- 
plaints  returning,  (he  could  not  live  without 
Dr.  Warren ;  (he  retired  to  her  ^partiiitnt 
the  lame  evening,  and  continued  growing 
worfe  'till  the  hour  was  fixed  for  their  depar- 
ture for  London. 

The  Earl  employed  the  laft  morning  in 
feleding,  from  the  different  (hops,  a  variety 
of  r^-^ful  and  ornamental  trinkets,  which,  with 
a  purfe  very  liberally  filled,  he  fcnt  Ellen,  af- 
ter he  had  taken  leave,  and  Lord  Claverton, 
with  great  apparent  mbdefty,  entreated  Lady 
Margaret  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  prefent 
Mifs  Meredith,  in  his  name,  a  very  elegant 
little  watch,  and  folic  montre,  as  a  faint  me- 
morial of  the  happy  hours  he  had  paffed  under 
the  hofpitable  roof  of  her  venerable  grand- 
father. 

Ellen's  heart  ached,  feparated  from  every 

being  and  every  fcene  which  happy  childhood 

had  endeared  to  htr  memory.  Lord  Caftje 

5  '  Howt-1 
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Howel  was  the  rock  of  her  confidence,  a  fu- 
perior  being,  10  whom  Ihe  looked  up  with  a 
mixture  of  afFedion  and  refpeft,  Ihe  dropped 
involuntarily  6n  her  knees,  as  he  Cook  her 
hand,  "  Be  fure  you  write  to  mey  Ellen,"  faid 
he,  raifing  and  preffing  her  to  his  bofom. 
*^  And  me,"  faid  Lady  Margaret. 

•  Lord  Clav^rton  coloured,  he  even  trem- 
bled, as  he  kiffed  the  fair  hand  of  Ellen,  whofc 
eyes  followed  the  carriage  'till  it  was  obfcurcd 
by  the  duft  of  the  London  road. 

« 

A  calm  fucceeded  the  bufy  fcenes,  which, 
for  the  laft  four  months,  totally  occupied  our 
heroine,  very  favorable  to  inftrudlion  and  to 
recolledion  5  the  avidity  with  which  (he  re- 
ceived the  former,  rendered  her  a  great  favo- 
rite with  her  governefs ;  the  mortification  flic 
felt  at  her  own  deficiencies,  was  a  fpur  to 
emulation,  and  the  idea  of  furprizing  the  friends 
fhe  loved  with  her  acquirements,  a  conftant 
incitement  to  application. 

H3  N<^ 
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No  longer  in  habits  of  the  robuft  exercifc 
in  which  flie  had  hitherto  delighted,  her  per-' 
fon  grew  delicate,  and  her  air  became  (from 
the  unifon  of  improved  mind  and  body)  eafy 
and  eleganti  her  manners,  ftill  charmingly  vi^ 
vacioua,  were  foft  and  politely  refined;  (he 
had  naturally  a  fweet  as  well  as  ftrpng  voice, 
under  Ruzzina  it  became  poffefTed  of  all  thofe 
thrilling  graces,  which  mek  on  the  car,  and 
Teaches  the  &)\jI  of  haxmony. 

The  harp,  &om  her  early  pradticc,  was  the 
inftrument  fhe  foon  moft  excelled  on,  but  her 
general  improvements  in  mulic  were  aftonifh- 
ingly  rapid 

"Winifred,  though  kept  at  humble  dlftance, 
continued,  neverthelefs,  to  make  Ellen  thcl 
confidant  of  Mr.  Jofeph*s  conftant  paflion, 
by  Ihewing  her  the  letters  fhe  received  from 
him ;  it  was  not  indeed  in  nature,  fo  paffionatc 
9  lover  lho\4d  forget  a  miftrels,  of  whom  hia 
Lord  fo  often  reminded  him  i  nor  could  EUea 
help  underftanding  how  frequently  Lord  Cla- 
^  vcrton 
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fserton  Ipoke  of  the  pkafent  hcHirs  he  pafied 
at  Code  Gwyn,  and  that  he  propofed  being, 
at  Bath  early  in  the  Sprmg  Seafon. 

That  Nobleman  continued  to  keep  up  hi^, 
acquaintance  in  Grofvenor-Streetj  and  Doc- 
i30r  MaciheaA  h^viog  iatisfkd  himfelf  as  tO/ 
Lady-  ^feixgaret's  prudcni:  ajcqwremcsKs,,  took 
9  houfe  in  Cooduit-Street,  whicU  he  elegantly 
iurniftiedj  ajgd  in  which  he  gave  haoidfcKn^ 
cncertainaients  to  felciJk  parties* 

By  meaos  oShbi  P^ron^  and  Patrofflcls,  he, 
was  getting  into  fnug  practice  ;  he  kept  one 
maid,  and  two  men,  at  board  wages,  jobbed 
his  horfes,  generally  dined  with  Lord  Claver-  v 
ton,  in.  Portman-Squa^e,   and  fuppcd  U'.ith 
Lady  Margaret,  in  GrofYeaor- Street.. 

Habits  and  cuAoms  of  many  years  may  be 
fulpendcd,  but  will  not  foon  be  totally  eradi- 
cated—the Earl,  by  degrees,  returned  to  his 
botany  i  this,  however,  did  r^t  leffen  the  plea- 
fure  of  Ellen's  correfpondcnce,  or  prevent  his 

H  4  pundually 
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punftually  and  afFeftionatcly  anfwering  her 
letters. 


The  Lieutenant  was  an  inmate  of  his  houfe, 
and  fellow  labourer  in  the  botanical  experi-' 
ments,  but  although  few  noblemen  might, 
with  more  certainty  of  fuccefs,  afk  a  favor  of 
the  Minifter,  his  mind  was  fo  ftrangeiy  ab- 
ftrafted  from  common  occurrences,  that  it 
never  once  ftruck  him,  how  defirable  to  a 
young  officer  promotion  was  -,  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant, though  panting  to  be  employed,  was 
too  diffident  to  drop  a  fentence  that  would 
remind  him  of  it» 

Lord  Claverton  was  often  favored  with  ^ 
fight  of  Ellen's  letters,  heard  of  her  improve- 
ments, and  languifhed  for  an  opportunity  of 
again  beholding  a  face,  that  (in  fpite  of  all 
the  blandifliments  with  which  quality  and  for- 
tune arc  furroundcd  in  London)  was  ever  be- 
fore him. 

V 

Nobody 
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Nobody  was  more  eager  to  pay  court  to 
every  new  beauty,  to  admire,  to  toaft ;  no- 
body entered  with  ifiore  gout  and  lefs  deli- 
cacy into  every  fafhionable  intrigue,  than  Lord 
Claverton;  his  fortune  large  and  indepen- 
dant  j  his  title  and  family  ancient  and  refpeft- 
able ;  his  face  handfbme,  and  his  pcrfon,.  for  a 
man  of  quality  who  had  been  fcven  years  in 
the  guards,  ftill  tolerable:  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  there  were  father5,  guardians, 
and  brothers,  who  had  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  him,  he  vifited  every  where — but  the 
fair  Ellen  fwam  on  the  furface,  fhe  floated  on 
his  imagination,  and  whatever  variety  or 
beauty  met  his  eye,  fancy  painted  her  in  co- 
lours more  glowing,  and  all  that  pleafed  in  the 
many  combined  in  her. 

Intrigue,  the  bufinefs  of  his  life,  when  com- 
pared to  the  tranquil  poflcflion  of  Ellen,  was 
no  longer  deGrable  s  the  ftyle  of  her  writing 
was  poliflied  and  animated,  and  what  moft 
charm^  him,  was,  that  the  fame  innocence 
and  inexperience  which  infpired  and  kept  hope 
alive,  ran  through  all. 

Hs 
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A  Rjlachiavel  in  intrigue,  no  point  efcaped 
him  that  led  to  the  haven  of  his  wifhcs,  and, 
in  confeqi^ence  6f  his  j^litics,  Ellen  and  Wi- 
lufred  had  letters  by  the  &me  poft,  which,  a$ 
they  are  originals,  we  beg  the  reader  will  ac* 
cept  in  their  native  drefi. 

"  Dear  Ellbn, 


t€ 


Never  let  the  noble  heart  deipair,  as  we 
*'  fay  at  fca  j  for  here,  when  I  had  been  aH 
*'  the  year  lagging  at  i.ord  Caftle  Howel's 
**  elbow,  and  often  dining  with  the  firft  Lord; 
^*  wichpvt  his  fo  mych  as  mentioning  me. 
**  To  be  fure,  he  did  not  think  of  it,  that  I 
*5  muft  fay,  but,  God  help  me,  I  thought 
*'  enough. of  it,  I'm  fure.  Well,  all  of  a  fud- 
^^  den.  Lord  Claverton  fends  for  nie ;  **  My 
**  brave  lad,  faid  he,  and  he  took  my  hand, 
you  are  fo  taken  upvi^ith  the  Earl,  you  for- 
get your  old  friend.  So,  you  may*  be  furC; 
I  apologizedT-^Hit  m^rk.  Says  he, ,  I  re- 
*^  member  how  ygu  fQW^ht  ia  the  LJon,  when. 
**  you  wa%  woipipdi    J^nd  (o  I  w^^^  EUcn, 


€C 
tt 
CC 
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"^  I  thought  I  fhovld  h^ve  gont  to  S)a¥id 
«*  Jones's  locker.  Now,  lays  hc>  i  don\ 
*^  like  fuch;  a  brave  lad  as  you  fhould  lye  l^^^ 
^  and  fo  go,  to  dip  Adniiralty^  and  there  lie« 
*^  a  commiQipn  for  yoi|.  WeJU  £l]en>  I  c<Htld 
'^  not  fpeakj  but  a^ay  I  fbampered^  and  ww: 
**  am*  Captain  of  the  Hyflpp)^  ^nd;  we;  ajo. 
^^  ilationed  to  the  Eail  Indies,  I  fhall  go  dowo 
^'  to  take  leave  of  my  good  father  and  mo- 
^^  ther ;  Lord  Claverton  iS:  CEomipg.  t9  gath, 
*'  and  conveys  me  fo '  far  on  my  way ;  you 
«  may  b©  furc  I.  will  brbg  you  a  cargo  of 
^'  diamonds  fron?  India^  as  big  as  Potatoef*''^ 


u 


FrQipyour  t^kSAw^iO^  mde^ 


*' Lewis.  MMLBOiTHt 

*'  Captain  ofthc  HyOop  Sloop  of  War/* 

Before  this  letter  was.  read  quite  through;^ 
in  thp  prcfence  of  the  govcmefs,  the  voice 
Qf  Winifred,  ncmarksybly.  flirill,  was  heard  at, 
tji^  door  of  the  room. 
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^'  As  Got  (hall  help  me,  and  plefs  me,  and 
I  wifli  I  may  co  to  the  tivil  himfelf,  if  I  don't 
fpeak  to  Mifs  Ellen ;  why,  fure  you  are  worle 
than  the  children  of  Ifralitifli,  not  to  let  me 
carry  my  miftrefs  coot  tidings,  about  my  ma- 
iler's fon,  the  Captain,  who,  as  Cot  fhall  fafc 
me,  will  foon  be  an  Admiral,  and  a  Commo- 
dore. 


"But  I  tell  you  no. 


99 


**  Tell  me  nothing,  I  (hall  tell  my  miftrefs,'* 
and  in  bounced  Winifred,  her  face  in  a  glow, 
and  an  open  letter  in  her  hand,  which  fhe 
eagerly  prefented  to  EUen^  who,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  rule  of  the  fchool,  handed  it  to  the 
govcrncfs. .     . 

*'  As  Cot  fhall  judge  me,  Mifs  Ellen>  that's 
very  civil  of  you ;  if  you  won't  read  my  letters 
ydurfelf,  I  am  fure  you  need  not  cive  it  to 
other  people;  pray,  Mifs,  read  it  yourfelf,  and 
yo\i'}l  fee  what  a  precious  coot  creat  man  Lord 
Claverton  isi  my  Cot!  my  Cot!  I  would  cive 

forty 
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forty  coot  fhillings  to  be  at  Code  Gwyn  when 
the  news  reaches  there/' 

•  This  was  the  exad  chord,  it  vibrated  on 
all  EUen^s  feelings. 


"My  dear, dear  grandmamma! 


f> 


"  Ay,  and  my  old  mafter!  As  Cot  (hall 
lafe  me,  he  will  not  want  his  wheel  chair :  Oh, 
what  a  brave  man  is  Lord  Claverton!" 

"How  happy  will  it  make  my  aunts!'* 

"  Yes,  and  the  Reverent  too;  aye,  and  Mr. 
Percival — I  dare  for  to  fay,  with  Cot's  plef- 
fmg,  he  will  co  beyond  fea,  with  the  Captain. 
Oh,  what  a  fine  man  is  Lord  Claverton  1" 

Such  a  period  has  elapfed  lince  the  name 
x)f  Percival  has  been  mentioned,  the  reader 
will  conclude  he  has  not  been  much  the  fub- 
jeft  of  our  thoughts,  that,  however,  is  a  fecret 
which  time  only  muft  difcover  — •  it  called  a 

bluflx 
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bjiufli  into  Ellen's  checks,  and  fuddjenly  ftopi» 
pcd  her  rapturous  cxpreffions  of  joy. 

Mrs.  Forreft  having  (lightly  run  over  Wi- 
nifred's letter,  returned  it  to  her,  faying,  it 
was  not  of  importance  enough  to  require  Mils 
Meredith's  perufaL 

Winifred  received  it  with  an  air  of  pique, 
and  a  fly  w,ink  at  Ellen,  which meant^  "we'll 
read  it  together  however." 

The  hours  of  reft  were  literally  lefs  fo  to 

cur  heroine  than  any  (He  had  hitherto  pafTed 

at  Bath,  (he  got  into  a  chain  of  re<:olle6irions 

which  did  not  befriend  fleep,  and  early  in;  th^ 

morning  Winifred  was  at  her  bed-fide  witiit 

the  letter,  which^  as  it  is  the  duty  of  a  faithful; 
hiftorian  to  relate  fafts,  I  muft  own  (he  had 

not  fortitude  to  decline,  re^ipg— it  r^.thua* 

**  Me  dcraft  Winny  I 

«'  Ever  fens  I  faw  your  butiful  eys,  I  never 
«^  get$  any  reft  nor  never  goes  no  were,  but 

4  *^  wat 
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<'  wat  i  think  on  you,  as  for  a  good  noble 
**  maftcr  thank  God  i  have  that,  an  now  I 
**  muft  tell  you  my  Lord  is  very  grate  with 
**  the  king,  an  he  need  only  ax  and  have,  and  ; 
^'  he  has  axd  the  king  to  make  the  noble  tef- 
**  tenant  a  Captain,  and  to  be  certain  if  that 
•*  is  not  prefering  him  i  dont  no  wat  is,  it  is 
*'  with  ifome  peple  out  of  fitc  out  of  mind, 
**  but  God  forbid  that  fliould  be  my  cafe,  or 
*'  my  mafter*s,  tho'  to  be  fure  Lord  Caftle 
*'  Howel  mite  a  done  it  pver  and  oyer,  but 
fome  people  will  not  do  themfclvcs  good, 
nor  any  one  elfe  cither ;  an  my  Lord  fays 
*'  to  me,  Jofeph  fais  he,  I  wifh  I  could  juft 
'f  peep  in  at  Code  Gwyn,  juft  to  fee  old  Sir- 
**  Arthur,  wen  the  Captain  goes  home,  and 
"  fweete  Mifs  Ellen,  and  then  he  fighs  and 
**  moans  —  Oh  !  Winnjj,  if  there  is  one  tru 
^^  lover  m  the  hcrxjti,  it  i^  my  mafter,  and. 
**  me — ^we  IJxaU  be  at  bath  in  a  week  at  fqr- 
'[  deft." 

5*1  am  tijl  deth.dp  i}s  part 

*'Your  true  lover 

f 

f'JOSZPH.*! 


9C 
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f^  What  a  noble  man  is  Lord  Claverton/* 
whifpered  Winifred,  fearing  to  awake  two 
young  ladies,  who  lay  in  the  fame  room. 

"  He  is  very  good  indeed,"  faid  Ellen,  "  I 
could  not  have  thought—" 

*'  As  to  that  old  fully  odd  mortal.  Lord 
Caftle  Howel—" 

**  Hulh,  Winifred,  I  won't  have  you  (peak 
difrefpedlfully  of  him." 

«  As  Cot  (hall  fafe  me,  Mifs  Ellen,  I  be- 
lief you  hate  Lord  Claverton,  for  making  my' 
young  mafter  a  great  man." 

This  exclamation  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
verfation,  for  Winifred's  voice  and  colour  was 
fure  to  rife  with  her  paiBbns,  and  the  ladies 
were  difturbed. 

»        -       •  «  •• 

From  this  period  Ellen  began  to  cxpe<9: 

the  arrival  of  the  Captain  and  his  Patron,  a 

kind 


ELLEN.  i»r 

kind  of  perturbation  and  fufpence  agitated 
her,,  and  the  feeds  of  vanity,  afterwards  con- 
fpicuous  in  her  charafter,  Ihcwed  itfelf  for  the 
firil  time.  She  was  unufually  attentive  to  her 
drefs,  and  praftifcd  an  infinite  variety  of  graces 
in  order  to  aftonilh  Lord  Claverton. 

At  length  the  cxpedted  vifitants  were  an- 
nounced. 

Lord  Claverton  had  heard  Ellen  was  taller 
and  much  improved,  but  by  the  admiration 
with  which  he  appeared  to  be  ftruck,  it  would 
feem  this  was  the  firft  time  he  had  ever  feen 
her. 

Her  hair,  no  longer  partly  fliading  and 
pardy  dilplaying  her  white  neck  and  fore- 
head, in  a  profufion  of  wild  ringlets,  was  drefled 
in  the  niceft  order  j  her  fine  falling  (houlders 
innured  to  braces,  now,  of  themfelves,  fell  in 
the  moft  graceful  form  j  her  fhape,  which  was 
only  fmall  and  ftrait  when  fhe  came  to  Bath, 
was     forming  into  woman;    her    eyes,  in 

which 
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which  a  laucy  vivacity  was  ufed  to  play,  now 
withdrew  from  his  ardent  gaze,  and  dropped 
in  modeft  dignity  on  the  floor.  The  Captain 
falutcd  her  in  his  blunt  way,  with, 

"  Ellen,  you  look  like  an  angel,  and  'tis  an 
angel  only  can  (peak  my  gratitude  here,'*  lead- 
ing her  to  Lord  Claverton. 

Ellen  courtefied — "  Permit  me,  my  Lord, 
to  thank  you  for  my  uncle.  Sir  Arthur,  for 
Lady  Meredith,  for  — '* 

"For  yourfelf,  dear  angeV*  interrupted 
Lord  Claverton,  in  a  tranfport  he  could  not 
reprefs. 

Ellen  bluflicd,  Mrs.  Forreft  offered  her 
congratulations,  and  the  conv«rfai:ion  became 
genejal. 

As  the  Captain  was  impatient  to  pay  hia 
duty  to  his  parents,  that  he  might  be  ready 
to  fail — and  Lord  Claverton  faw,  that  without 

die  , 
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the  particular  favor  of  the  governefs  he  could 
fiOt  hope  to  be  admitted,  when  his  friend  was 
gone ;  he  aflailed  her  in  the  vulnerable  part> 
by  a  judicious  and  fenfible  critique  on  female 
writing,  in  which  he  contrived  to  give  hers  ^ 
delicate  preference. 

However  acceptable  to  the  woman>  and 
Battering  to  the  author,  the  praife  of  a  man 
of  Lord  Claverton's  ienfe  and  rank  3  however 
foothing  to  the  vanity  to  which  the  wiieft  of 
the  iex  are  a  litde  inclined,  Mrs.  Forreft's 
ewn  ftri6):  conduft,  as  well  as  regard  to  the 
iacred  truft  repofed  in  her,  by  the  parents  and 
guardians  of  her  pupils,  rendered  her  very 
difficult  of  accefs,  but  Lx)rd  Claverton's  mind 
was,  as  before  (aid,  a  daring  and  inventive 
one,  he  foon  hit  on  an  expedient  to  remove 
thofe  impediments. 

There  are,  the  polite  world  well  know,  a 
defcription  of  women,  who,  having  done 
every  thing  in  their  litde  power,  to  fcandalizc 
one  fex,  and  dupe  the  other  in  their  youth, 

carry. 
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carry  their  propenfities  fo  far  into  age,  as  t6 
become  odious  to  fociety ;  and  there  are  alfa 
even  among  xh^it^fomey  who  have  art  enough 
to  (hield  themfelves  from  general  deteftation, 
by  a  profufe  expenditure  of  ill  gotten  wealth  ; 
by  playing  high,  giving  fplendid  entertain- 
ments, opening  their  doors  to  an  indifcrimi- 
nate  mixture  of  company,  and  making  their 
houfes  convenient  and  agreeable  to  all  par- 
ties ;  by  thefe  means  they  are  fure  of  getting 
by  degrees  into  fomc  fort  of  eftimation  :  — 
Ladies  beginning  to  get  a  name,  luch  as  mif- 
treflcs  made  wives ;  ladies  beginning  to  lofc 
a  name,  fuch  as  wives  made  miftrefles ;  old 
women  with  money  who  want  hufbands^ 
young  ones,  with  none,  who  want  any  thing 
that  ofFers ;  gamblers  of  both  fexes ;  fortune 
hunters,  old  debauchees,  and  military  fmarts, 
are  fure  to  grace  their-  affcmblics>  if  a 
great  deal  of  money  is  either  won  or  loft,  the 
high  bred  ladies  will  fwallow  the  bait,  and 
fb  the  houfc  of  a  wretch,  whofe  charafter 
IS  not  only  notorious,  but  dangerous,  becomes 
the  fafhion. 

Mrs. 
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.  -  Mrs,  Eldcrton,  an  Irifti  lady  of  this  de- 
Xcription,  led  die  ton  at  Bath,  Lx)rd  Claverton 
•was  her  very  old  friend,  and  it  was  not  in 
nature  for  her  to  penetrate  further  into  his 
defigns  than  he  literally  intended.  Mrs.  For- 
refl:>fhe  faid,  was  a  charming  fenfible  woman, 
(he  wilhed  to  fee  her  fchool,  and  Lord  Cla* 
,verton  begged  to  efcort  her. 

Never  was  any  thing  fo  delightful!  She 
invited  the  amiable  governefs  and  a  feleft 

.  number  of  her  lovely  pupils,  to  her  public 
dinnfer :  If  Mrs.  Forreft  had  a  foible  it  was 
fondnels  for  falhionabk  company,  and  though 
ill  natured  people  talked  freely  of  Mrs.  El- 

.  derton,  who  would  not  ill  natured  people  talk 
freely  of?  Mrs.  Forreft  thought  her  ex- 
tremely amiable,  and  from  this  period  fhe  and 

,  her  ladies  were  often  invited  to  Mrs.  Elder- 
ton's  large  parties,  and  often  fupplied  ty  her 
with   tickets   tor  all    public  places  y   as  fhc 

.,,could  notobjedt  to  fuch  flattering  attentions 
from  her,  and  as  Mils  Meredidi  was  a  parti- 
cular favorite,  iDtic  was  always  one  of  her  com- 
panions. 
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panions.*  Lord  Claverton,  who  was  every 
where,  took  care  to  be  at  hand,  to  pay  the 
moft  rcfpeftful  attention  to  Mrs.  Forreft,  and 
the  moft  oblique  ones  to  Ellen. 

It  had  been  intended  by  the  Caftle  How- 
cls  to  vifit  Ellen,  on  their  return  through 
Bath,  but  an  event  happened  that  detamed 
them  in  London  the  whole  year  —  this  wa$ 
the  indifpofition  of  Mifs  Capus,  (for  (he  had 
never  affumed  the  title  of  Caftle  Howel)  the 
unhappy  woman  had  long  been  affliftcd  with 
a  dropfy,  which,  at  length,  baffled  the  art  of 
medicine :  When  the  Doftor  pronounced  her 
doom  fhe  began  to  think  of  the  bourne,  from 
whence  there  is  no  return,  and  fervently  im- 
plored Lord  Caftle  Howel  would  deign  to 
pronounce  his  perfonal  forgivenefs;  his  re- 
fufal  added  ftrength  to  her  naturally  peevifli 
and  obftinate  temper,  Ihc  wearied  him  and 
Lady  Margaret,  and  finding  both  inexorable^ 
wrote  to  the  ladies — ^Frances  and  Gertrude,  fbr 
their  influence  in  favor  of  a  dying  penitent. 

**  Dying? 
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^'  Dying !  and  k  the  wretch  really  dying  ? 
and  is  it  yet  poflible  we  may  live  to  fee  an 
heir  to  our  family  honors  we  do  not  dcteft  ?'' 
cried  the  elder  maiden. 

"  I  forgive  every  thing  if  ihe  will  but  die  V[ 
anfwered  the  younger. 

**What  docs. flic  fay?"  refumed  Lad;^ 
Frances,  looking  at  the  letter,  •*  She  cannot 
die  in  peace  'till  flie  is  forgiveft  by  the  Earl.*' 

**^Blefs  me,*'  exclaimed  Lady  Gertrud^j 
^*  was  there  ever  any  thing  {o  fi)olifli>  not  to 
let  the  creature  die  !'* 

Pen  and  ink  was  called  for,  and  both  the 
ladies  figned  a  ftiort  letter,  requcfting  their 
nephew  to  let  his  wife  die !  and  to  give  them 
the  carlieft  notice  of  the  happy  event,  as  they 
would  immediately  leave  their  feat  in  the 
North,  and,  notwithftanding  the  length  aijd 
expenee  of  the  journey,  join  him  in  London. 

Radier 
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Rather  forced  into  the  meafure  than  con- 
vinced it  was  neccffary.  Lord  Caftle  Howcl 
took  a  reluftant  journey,  where  love,  in  Ijis 
juvenile  days  often  carried  him,  and  exchanged 
forgivenefs  with  his  fick  wife :  But  the  lady 
did- not,  as  the  fage  maidens  feemed.  to  ex- 
pcdt>  expire  immediately,  her  diforder  turned 
fo  perverfely  favorable,  it  was  five  months 
doubtful  whether  the  ftrength  of  her  confti- 
tution  would  not  at  laft  conquer. 

During  this  time  Ellen  was  purfuing  her 
ftudies,  and  Lord  Claverton  not  an  inftant 
oegleftful  of  hi& — he  had  gained  what  he  con- 
fidered  fo  great  an  advantage  in  his  familiar 
accefs  to  Ellen,  that  he  did  not  doubt,  with 
the  aid  of  Winifred,  but  his^bufmefs  was  in  a 
fair  way;  bur  the  fame  objeft  always  feen  in 
.  the  fame  party,  and  the  feafon  being  arrived 
when  it  is  the  fajfhion  for  people  to-  run  from 
Bath  with  as  much  avidity,  as  two  months 
before  they  run  to  it,  furmifes  began  to  be 
difperled  about  the  few  remaining  card  tables, 
not  cxaAly  to  the  credit  of  Mrs,  Elderton, 

and 
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and  tending  to  injure  her  new  friend,  the  go- 
vcrnefs;  of  this  Lord  Claverton  was  one  of 
the  firft  to  be  acquainted,  and  as  he  poffcffed 
the  happy  art  of  turning  moft  common  events 
to  his.  own  advantage,  he  was  ^alfo  the  firft 
to  communicate  it  to  Mrs.  Forrcft,  who 
was  charmed  with  his  candour,  and  confi- 
dered  his  immediately  leaving  Bath  (which 
he  protcfted  he  did  folely  on  her  account) 
as  a  very  proper  and  delicate  compliment : 
Thus  then  he  left  Bath  in  high  favor,  and 
proceeded  to  his  houfe  on  the  fgreft  in  as 
high  fpirits,  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the 
little  charmer,  who  he  was  refolved  to  allure 
thither,  when  he  returned,  which  he  intended 
fhould  be  very  early  in  the  winter  -,  but  fate 
had  otherwife  difpofed  of  her. 

It  w4s  Auguil  before  Lord  Cattle  Howel 
could  fend  his  aunts  the  account  of  his  en- 
franchifen[)e.nt  j  it  \;as  September  before  they 
arrived  in  xbwn  -,  ia  Odober  Mr.  Meredit^ 
brought  a  card  from  Lord  Cattle  Howel,  to 

vol;-k  I  requeft 
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requeft  Mils  Meredith  might  be  configned 
to  his  care. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  wild  fenfa- 
tions  of  joy  our  heroine  felt  at  this  unex* 
pefted  fummons ;  Ihe  could  hardly  believe 
fhe  was  indeed  going  home  to  Code  Gwyn, 
to  fee  all  the  dear  relatives  on  whom  flic  ftill 
doatedj  nor  was  Winifred  Icfs  delighted; 
they  ran  from  room  to  room,  embracing  and 
congratulating  each  other  j  the  cloaths  werei 
haftily  packed,  not  without  feme  little  mur- 
muring from  Mrs.  Forreft,  who  really  felt 
regret  at  parting  fo  fuddenly  with  a  pupil  fpr 
whom  flie  had  the  mod  perfcft  friendftiip ; 
the  chaife  was  at  the  door  before  fix  the  next 
morning,  and,  attached  as  Winifred  was  to 
Jofeph,  (he  even  neglefted  to  apprife  him  of 
their  journey. 

The  carriage,  though  they  travelled  poft, 
bore  no  proportion  to  the  celerity  of  Ellen's 
ideas ;  (he  remembered  every  town  they  went 
through  on  their  way  to  Bath,  flept  at  the 

fa;2ie 
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fame  inns,  and,  at  length,  eagerly  recognifed 
the  turning  from  Caftle  Howel  road  to  Code 
Gwyn ;  but  at  the  ftone  ftyle  of  the  church 
there  was  no  Percival — Winifred  looked  too, 
*^  Well,  Cot  forcive  tncV  cried  fhe,  recoUeft- 
ing  her  broken  promife. 

The  carriage  paflVd  with  great  velocity, 
and  foon  flopped  at  Code  Gwyn.     The  fame 
placid  benevolent  countenances    and  affec- 
tionate hearts  —  thcT  fervants,  the  houfe,  ex- 
actly in  the  flate  fhe  left  it,  raifed  a  thoufand 
tender  fenfations  in  her  mind — fhe  flew  ra- 
ther than  ftepped  from  the  chaife,  the  fer- 
vants were  clamorous  in  their  joy,  and  the 
family  mingled  tears  with  embraces  i    Wini- 
fred was  received  with  va(l  deference  in  the 
fervants  hall,   and  even  her  uncle  and  aunt 
called  her  Mrs.  Winifred.    Ellen  fancied  (he 
faw  a  furrow  more  on  her  grandfather's  cheeks, 
and   fometimes  a  penfive  glance  (hoot  from 
Lady  Meredith's  eye,  but  as  joy  and  tender- 
ncfswere  moft  predominant,this  was  the  fancy 

I  2  of 
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of  the  moment,  fhe  retired  early  by  Lady 
Meredith's  defire,  and  never  did  innocengc 
enjoy  more  fwect  repofe. 


CHAP.    XIL 


THE  next  morning  the  momentary  ob- 
fervations  made  the  preceding  night 
were  renewed,  an  unaccuftomed  gravity  pre- 
fided  in  every  countenance, 

"  Set  by  me,  my  love,  my  own  Ellen," 
faid  Lady  Meredith,  taking  her  hand. 

'*  Well,  my  child,  you  have  been  a  travel- 
ler, does  not  our  plain  houfe  appear  little  and 
contemprible,  after  — " 

^*  Dear 


ELLEN.  173 

"  Dear  madam,  what  are  you  faying  ?  — 
Little!  contemptible!  'tis  a  paradife  I  wifh 
to  live  and  die  in/' 

Lady  Meredith  kiflcd  her  forehead,  "  But 
there  are  changes,  my  dear,  in  life." 

"Changes!  What  changes!  What  do  you 
mean  ?  Speak  out,  my  dear  grandmamma." 

Lady  Meredith  hefitated.  "  I  knew  I  could 
not,  your  iincle  will  retire  with  you,  he  will 
read  you  fome  letters/' 

Ellen  ftood  up  —  **  This  moment,  then, 
dear  Sir,"  faid  (he,  "  don't  keep  me  m  fuf- 
pence." 

He  accompanied  her  to  another  room- 
But  it  is  now  neceffary  to  carry  my  reader 
back  to  fome  family  anecdotes  which  we  have 
barely  hinted  at, 

I3  The 
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The  want  of  an  heir  in  the  Caftle  Howcl 
family  was  a  fubjed  of  the  fevereft  regret  to 
every  part  of  that  branch  of  it  in  which  the 
titles  and  eftates  were  now  veiled  i  on  demife 
of  the  preFent  Earl  it  returned  to  the  defend- 
ants from  a  fccond  fon,  whofe  reprefentative> 
a  libertine  on  principle,  had  aftually,  with  fc- 
crct  and  felfe  profcffions  of  love,  deceived 
both  his  coufins.  Lady  Frances  and  litdy 
Gertrude  Howel,  at  the  fame  time  that  an 
artful  and  low-bred  woman  had  drawn  him 
ioto  a  private  marriage;  the  children  of  this 
low  union  were  the  prcfumptive  heirs  <rf 
Caftle  Howel  -,  the  father  braved  the  refcnt-. 
menc  of  the  injured  }adies>  the  wife  fcoffed^ 
at)  ami  the  fons  derided  it.  At  At  death  of 
Lord  Caftle  HoweFs  wife  the  exafperated 
virgins  difclofed  the  full  extent  of  provoca- 
tion to  a  hatred  fo  inveterate  j  and  it  was  then 
tht^t  they  entreated  him  to  be  the  avenger  of 
their  injured  honor,  by  taking  a  wife  from 
whom  they  might  hope  a  difappointment  to 
their  wicked  coufm  ^  both  ladies  offering  to 

fettle 
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fettle  their  whole  fortune  on  the  iffiie  of  fuch 
marriage. 

Lord  Caftle  Howcl  fancied  bimfelf  attached 
to  EUen^  merely  as  a  beautiful  and  amiable 
child  i  but  now,  urged  to  make  choice  of  a 
wife,  from  family  realons,  his  heart  claimed  a 
different  intereft  in  her,  and  that  choice  in* 
ftantly  fell  on  Ellen. 

He  mentioned  her  to  his  fifterj  and  to  his 
aunts :•— -Lady  Mai^ret,  in  her  heait,  little 
caring  who  poiTelTed  Caftle  Howel  after  ht*r 
time,  was  onlyfolicitous  to  retain  *the  good 
things  of  it,  as  long  as  fhe  could,  to  herfelf ; 
it  was,  therefore,  a  very  unpleafant  thing  to 
hear  her  brother  talk  of  a  wife  at  all  ^  but^  if 
he  muft  marry,  certainly  the  young  thing  he 
chofe  would  be  more  governable  than  a  town 
lady  i  and,  feeing  it  was  not  to  be  avoided^ 
entered,  with  a  tolerable  grace,  into  an  ani-* 
mated  defcripdon  of  the  &if  Ellen  to  her 
aunts. 

1 4  When 
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When  old  ladies  get  certain  matters  into 
their  heads,  it  is  marvellous  with  what  ad*- 
-drefs  they  conduft  them,-  they  would  not 
fufFer  his  Lordfhip  to  fleep  before  he  wrote 
his  propofals  to  Sir  Arthur  Meredith,  en- 
clofing  the  card  to  Mrs.  Forreft,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  our  heroine  returned  to 
Code  Gwyn. 

This  propofal,  then,  was  the  grand  fpring^ 
on  which  all  the  movements  at  Code  Gwyn 
depended.  Mr.  Meredith  opened  the  bud- 
nefs  with  becoming  gravity,  he  read  the  Earra 
letter  through  with  as  litde  variation  of  voice 
as  if  it  had  been  a  church  brief,  when  finiihed 
he  laid  it  down,  and  looking  anxioufly  at 
Ellen,  faw  fuch  unfeigned  aftonilhment  in  her 
countenance,  fuch  a  vague  indefinite  attempt 
at  recoUe&ion,  that  he  afked  if  he  ihould  read 
it  again,  and  again  went  through  it  with  the 
fame  inflexible  gravity,  and  laid  it  down,  wait* 
ing  for  her  anfwer. 

«'  What 
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"  What  is  all  this,"  cried  EUcn,  "I  cannot 
underftand  you;  is  it  Lord  CaiUe  Howel, 
who  has  been  fo  good  to  me>  that  writes 
this  ?^'' 

^*  There  is  no  other  Lord  Caftle  Howel, 
EUen." 

*'  And  has  he  been  difgracefuUy  married  ? 
And  is  his  wife  now  only  dead  ?  I  never  be- 
fore heard  he  had  one.  And  is  it  pofllble  ? 
Can  fo  grave,^  fo  wife  a  man,  ad  fo  much  like 
a  limpleton  I  Me !  Does  he  want  to  marry 
jne !  Such  a  thoughtlefs  giddy  girl  as  me ! 
Uncle,  are  you  not  very  forry?" 

**  Sorry,  my  dear,  foi^  what?'* 


*'  That  fo  refpeftable  a*  being  fliould  be 
{o  very  ridiculous." 


"Then,"  faid  Mn  Meredkh,  ftifl  more 
gravely, «'  you  will  not  accept  hU  Lordlhip'^ 
offer?" 

I;  5  **  Accept 
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«  Accept  it^  no,  to  be  fure,  you  would  not 
wifli  me  to  marry  any  body  yet,  much  lefs  an 
old  man !" 


•'  But  he  is  an  Earl,  Ellen. 


» 


*'So  much  the  worfc,  his  folly  will  be 
more  conlpicuous." 

"  If  the  folly  of  the  a6t  is  your  principal  ob- 
jcftion,  fuppofe  we  could  prove  it  one  of    ^ 
confummate  wifdom  ?" 

"Nobody  doubts  your  logic,  unde,  when 
your  heart  is  in  the  argument,  but  I  hope 
that  is  not  the  cafe  now." 


'^  And  why,  my  dear,  do  you  hope  fo? 


>> 


"  Becatfe  I  feel  I  Ihall  be  very  ftubborn/' 

"  That  is  not  like  you,  Ellen,  to  be  pre- 
meditately  ftubbos  n*" 


"I 
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*'  I  cannot  help  it,  I  will  not  be  married. 


If 


Mr.  Meredith  arofe,  "  Am  I  to  give  this 
definitive  will  ncty  to  my  father  and  mother?" 

'*  No,  I  will  go  to  them  myfelf  dircftJy ; 
or,  if  you  pleafe — but,  uncle,  tell  me,  upon 
your  honor,  do  you  think  they  wilh  m^  to 
marry  Lord  Caftie  Howcl  ?'* 

"You  afk  me  on  my  honor, Ellen ?" 

Mr.  Meredith  changed  colour,  hem'd,  and 
drew  Ellen's  chair  nearer  his  own. 

All  the  concerns,  engagements,  and  inte- 
rcfts  of  this  family,  had  hitherto  been  con- 
duced with  fuch  confidence  in  each  othen  i[> 
little  referve,  either  among  themfelves  or  to- 
wards the  world ;  the  to-dayj  were  fo  exactly 
like  the  yeftcrdays,  fo  little  feemed  to  be 
hoped  from  the  future,  that  could  leiTen  the 
enjoyments  of  the  prefent  5  fo  Utde  to  fear, 
except  in  the  eternal  feparation^  for  which 

I  6  every 
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every  member  of  it  was  in  fomc  degree  pre- 
pared^ diat  Ellen  could  only  fuppoie  the  ap« 
parent  agitation  of  Mr.  Meredith  proceeded 
from  fome  intereft  he  took  in  the  af&irs  of 
Lord  Caftlc  Howel  5  or,  that  he  was  difap- 
pointed  in  her  reje£bion  of  fo  iplendid  an  offer: 
In  the  former  cafe,  her  own  heart,  open  to 
fympathy,  and  generoufly  alive  to  every  fen- 
fation  of  pity,  was  ready  to  adopt  his  inqui- 
etudes ^  but  in  the  latter,  as  ambition,  or  a  de- 
fire  of  riches,  had  not  yet  biaffed  one  thought, 
fhe  fat  down  predetermined,  to  combat  his 
prejudices,  and  retam  her  own  freedom* 

It  was  thus  Ellen  accounted  for  Mr.  Me- 
redith's change  of  countenance,  and  reflec- 
tions like  thefe  occupied  her  during  a  filence> 
which,  in  Ipite  of  every  effort  on  his  part,  to 
conquer  his  feelings,  preceded  what  he  had 
further  to  fay. 

Poor^  Ellen!  litt'e  did  fhe  forefce  that 
the .  laft  happy  hour  fhe  was  to  fpcnd  at 
Code  Gwyn  was  already  paft,  that  the  morn-.- 

ings 
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ings  of  tranquillity^  the  noon  of  eafe>  and  the 
evening  of  peace,  had  abandoned  the  habi- 
tation of  Sir  Arthur  Meredith  and  his  fore- 
father& 

Before  Mr. ,  Meredith  could  fpeaky  a  tear 
dropped  from  his  eye  and  fell  on  Ellen's 
cheek,  but  afliamed  of  a  weaknefs,  degrading, 
as  he  thought,  to  manhood  and  chriftianity, 
again  he  hem'd,  and  in  a  voice,  which,  though 
tremulous  at  firft,  foon  acquired  its  ufual 
ftrength  :  He  informed  her,  that  from  va-r 
rious  and  accumulating  expences,  fome  of 
which  could  not  be  avoided.  Sir  Arthur  had 
been  induced  to  borrow  money  of  a  rich 
neigbboury.  "  Perhaps,"  faid  he,  fighing,  "  it 
would  have  been  better  we  had  not  been  fo 
readily  fupplied ;  had  any  difficulty  attended 
our  borrowing,  we  fhould  have  recolledted 
the  ftill  greater  difficulty  of  repaying :  My 
father's  inBrm  ftate  of  health  ;  your  father  and 
mother's  death  i  my  mother's  grief,  which  a 
long  time  endangered  her  life;  my  own  natural 

indolence  of  temper^  are  no  excufes,  though 

they 
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they  were  complicated  caufes  of  our  negli- 
gence :  In  Ihort,  Ellen,  — 


The  equality  of  Mr.  Meredith's  tenipcr 
here  gave  way  to  the  excefs  of  his  feelings! 
again  the  big  tear  dropped  on  the  cheek  of 
his  equally  agitated  auditor,  who,  totally  un- 
acquainted  with  money  concerns,  and  never 
having  heard  of  pecuniary  wants,  except  any 
of  her  fchool  fellows  had'  been  particularly 
profiilc,  wants,  which  the  liberality  of  her 
patron,  and  the  generofity  of  her  own  heart, 
enabled  her  to  fupply,  could  comprehend 
very  littk  of  what  Mr,  Meredith  wifhed  to 
difciofe ;  fhe  underftood,  indeedj  for  the  firft 
time,  that  Sir  Arthur  had  not  every  thing 
in  his  own  power ;  that  Lndy  Meredith  was 
not  happy ;  that  her  uncles  and  aunts  muft 
therefore  be  in  affliftion,  and  that  the  origin 
of  thcfe  evils  was  borrowing  money  of  a  rich 
friend  :  All  this  v.ras  hew,  but  it  was  enough 
for  Ellen,  the  relatives  fhe  loved  were  in  dif- 
trels,  to  overwhelm  her. 


€t 
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"  How  miftaken  have  I  been/'  faid  fhr, 
"  I  thought  the  bleflmgs  and  comforts  of  the 
world  were  made  on  purpofe  for  the  good,  I 
knew  you  were  «11  good,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  you  bad  every  thing  you  wanted." 

Mr.  Meredkh  fighed.  **  Wc  may  not, 
Eilen,  be  in  pofleffion  of  this  fiinuly  manlion 
another  y^r." 

Ellen  ftarted. 

*^We  have  notice  of  the  foreclofurex>f  the 

mortgage." 

*^  Mortgage!  Who,  what  is  that  ?  Not  live 
in  our  own  houfe.  How  can  my  grandpapa 
live  any  where  eUc  ?  it  is  impoflible,  he  will 
die,  he  will  break  his  heart  j  his  wheelchair, 
you  know,  would  not  run,  without  danger, 
except  the  fioor  was  very  even," 

"  That,  that  and  my  dear  mother's  feel- 
ings, is  all  that  affli<5ts  me  i  for,  as  to  the  red, 
as  xny  houfe  — •" 
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^  ^'Oh,  dear!  I  dare  fay  we  could  aUlive 
very  eafy  there  -,  but  who  is  this  Mortgage  ? 
What  right  has  he  ?" 

Mr.  Meredith  then  explained  demeaning 
of  mortgage,  and  foreclofure,  and,  to  her  fur- 
ther aftoniflitnent,  informed  her,  that  their 
kind  friend,  John  Morgail,  Efquire,  was 
the  gentleman,  whofe  occafions  for  money 
was,  at  this  time,  fo  prefling,  that  though  it 
was,  as  he  declared  himlelf,  with  extreme  re-, 
luftance  and  diftrefs  of  mind  he  put  them  ta 
any  inconvemence,.  he  could  not  poflibly  do 
without  it,  Mr.  Meredith  flatcd  the  impofr^ 
Ability  of  raifihg  die  money,  the  moft  to  be 
hoped  for  was,  to  join  his  father  in  affigning 
over  the  whole  eftate,  referving  only  the  man- 
lion-houfe,  and  the  grounds  belonging  to  it, 
for  the  life  of  his  parents,  and  even  this  he 
doubted  whether  Mr*  Morgan  would  or 
could  agree  to :  He  continued,  that  it  was 
proper  fhc  fhould  know  the  very  narrow 
compafs  in  which  all  their  future  hopes  of 
comfort  lay,,  before  fhc  fiiaally  rcfolved  to 

forego 
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forego  the  profperity  and  advantage  which 
were  offered  to  her  in  Lord  Caftle  Howel's 
alliance ;  he  trufted,  that  while  he  lived  he 
ftiould  have  a  peaceful  afylum  for  her  beauty 
and  innocence ;  but  his  life  was  an  uncertain 
tenure^  and  defirous  as  he  hoped  he  always 
fliould  be  to  put  his  firm  truft  in  the  God 
of  righteoufnefs,  he  owned,  that  when  he 
looked  on  Ellen,  and  recoUedted  the  flate  in 
which  bis  death  would  leave  her,  he  dared 
not  exprels  his  feelings : — "  My  health,  my 
dear  Ellen,''  added  he,  <'is  already  impaired.'^ 

*  Ellen  fixed  her  tearful  eye  on  his  pale  hct^ 
and  relumed  Lord  Caftle  Howel's  letter  j  the 
furprife  and  aftonifhment  which  at  firft  filled 
her  was  no  more,  (he  read  it  over  in  anxious 
fearch  of  fomething  alleviadng  of  the  poig« 
nancy  of  her  feelings. 

'^  Has  Lorf  Cafllc  Howel  power  ?"  alked 
fhe,  in  a  half  whifper,  ^'to  remove  theie  mis- 
fortunes ?" 

Mr, 
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Mr,  Meredith  gently  took  the  letter  from 
her.  *'Hc  has  it  amply  in  his  power  to  fhield 
you  from  iharing  in  it." 

*^  And  is  that  all  ?'*  cried  Ihe,  with  vivacity, 
as  if  a  load  of  anguifh  had  beerl  removed  from 
her  heart,  ^<  then  never  mention  his  propofal 
more :  But  you  fee  that  he  ftill  promifcs  to  be 
my  Patron  and  proteftor^  a  much  more  honor- 
able as  well  as  fuitable  chara&er  for  him.  If^ 
indeed^  he  could  have  made  my  dear  grand- 
father happy^  and  fatisfied  that  ugly  nrmo^  who 
I  always  hated,  though  he  ufed  to  bow  fo  low> 
and  flatter  me  fo  much.  I  believe  I— I— But 
as  he  can*t,  you  know  uncle,  we  will  pray  to 
God,  and  truft  in  God,  and  none  of  us  can 
tell  what  may  yet  happen." 

The  happy  ea^ernefs  with  which  Ellen  fatis* 
fied  herfelf  it  was  not  in  Lord  Caftle  Howel's 
power  to  make  her  family  happy;  and  the  joy 
that  darted  from  her  eyes,  when  £he  declared 
(he  \vould  hear  no  more  of  his  propofals, 
were  fuch  convincing  proofs,  not  only  that 

the 
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the  dazzling  offer  of  making  heraCoui^tels 
had  no  weighty  but  that  her  heart  recoiled 
from  the  difproportionace  union  i  Mr.  Mere* 
dith  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  hint  what 
really  was  true,  though  he  was  too  generous 
to  urge  it  as  a  plea  in  favor  of  the  marriagej 
chat  Mr.  Morgan's  necefllty  would  certainly 
give  way  to  his  refpeft  for  a  family  allied  to 
Lord  Caitle  Howelj  befides  the  likelihood 
that  his  Lordfhip  would  afTift  fo  old  and  re* 
fpedtaUe  a  relation  of  his  young  bride ;  but 
thefe  and  many  other  flattering  pr obabiliiiea 
which  n^ight  follow,  was  dilregarded  when 
he  faw  her  heart  was  averfe  ^  convinced  that 
if  Ifae  acceded  to  the  Earl's  predial  (he  would 
9dd  to  the  wretched  lift  of  young  females^  who, 
with  the  beft  of  difpofitions,  bound  to  men  for 
whom  they  have  no  prediledion,  feel  ioo  late 
they  have  hearts  as  well  as  hands,  he  refolved 
to  communicate  his  fendmencs  to  his  father, 
and  (pare  his  niece  any  foUcitatioa  on  a  fub* 
jeft,  agaioft  which  his  own  heart  reyoked. 

The 
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T^c  calamity  that  threatened  the  Code 
Gwyn  family  was  not  likely  to  remain  con- 
cealed from  domeftics,  who  would  be  fuch 
Iharers  in  the  common  misfortune.  Mrs.  # 
Griffiths  cried  fo  violently  in  communicating 
it  to  Winifred,  that  it  was  neceffary  for  her  to 
take  a  portion  of  her  own  double  diftillcd 
peppermint  water  -,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  was  too 
fick  tatake  his  morning  pipe. 

-  "  It  fignified  nothing,"  the  bailiflp  faid,  "  to 
manure  that  meadow^  or  crop  this  fields  it  is 
too  good  for  old  Morgan/'  '      s 

* 

A  general  laffitude  and  defpair  blunted  the 
edge  of  induftry,  and  in  the'  common  afpcA  of 
domeftic  management,  things,  in  the  vulgar 
phrafe,  were  aduaily  going  to  rack  and  ruin. 

A  little  flower  garden,  which  Ellen  and 
Percival  had  made,  in  a  corner  of  the  pad- 
dock, was  the  only  fpot  that  ihewed  a  carefiiL 
manager ;  the  thickfet  hedge,  fet  by  herfelfi 
was  cut  in  the  niceO:  order^  and  particularly 

thhvingi 
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thriving ;  the  fmali  parterre,  edged  with  box 
and  nnignionet,  which  forming  a  double  cy- 
pher of  P  E  and  E  M,  was  filled  up  with  the 
choiceft  flowers  in  fuccelTion,  and  appeared 
in  <:ontinual  bloonu 

ElHcn  obfcrved  her  garden  as  they  drove 
tip  to  the  houfe,  and  longed  to  revifit  the 
fcene  of  her  childifh  labour  and  amufement ; 
as  foon,  therefore,  as  Mr.  Meredith  left  her, 
flie  took  her  ^at  and  began  her  little  walk  -, 
croSing  the  paddock,  (he  was  overtaken  by 
Winifred,  with  fwoUen  eyes  and  grief-worn 
countenance,  her  fighs,  not  quite  fo  gentle  as 
the  zephyr,  nor  her  moanings  fo  foft  or  har- 
monious as  the  d6ve,  little  afFefted  her  gen- 
tle miftrels,  who,  truth  to  fay,  had  already 
forgot  the  mortgage,  foreclofure,  the  offered 
marriage,  and  even  the  affli<5lion  of  Sir  Ar- 
^ur,  and  walked  along  with  her  eyes  fixed 
on  the  fpot  (he  was  approaching,  every  other 
(acvky  totally  abfbrbed  in  tjhat  of  thinking. 

*'  The  tivel  tak  riches,  and  afl  falfe  hearted 
people,"  quoth  Winifred. 

Ellen 
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Ellen  was.  filent* 


<t 


That  'Sqirire  Morgan  is  a  tivcl  in  garnet^ 
no  wonder  his  houfe  his  haunted  by  a  great 
black  tog  in  a  winding  fheet," 

EHen  advanced  to  the  wicket, 

**  Why  to  be  fure.  Cot  Almighty  will  let 

the  tivel  fetch  him  in  a  whirlwind ;  his  own 

tear  fweet  taughter  was  left   to  be  ftarved 

,  alife,  and  now,  you  fee,  he  has  no  chick  nor 

child.". 

Ellen  Hopped,  and  gazing  on  i  beautiful 
pafEon  flower,  that' twined  round  every  bufli 
in  the  garden,  foftly  and  fweetly  fung, 

"  Alas !  where  whh  lum  I  liave  ilray'd 
« I  could  wantier  with  pkafurc  ai<me/* 


€€ 


Are  you  there,  Winifred?" 


"Yes,  Ma'am,"  whined  Winifred,-  who 

though  ihe  had  expended  Ijer  Ibock  of  forrow, 

;  thought. 
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thought,  on  the  ftrengch  of  her  aunt's  example, 
(he  muft  ftill  be  doleful 


€i 


Don't  you  think  it  very  odd,  Whiifred  J" 


^'  Yes  inteet,  Mifs,  Cot  help  us  all  out  of 
our  mifery." 

**  Why,  what's  the  matter  ?"  cried  Ellen, 
Curprifcd. 

Winifred  ftared,  but  prefently  conjeduring 
that  it  was  poflible  Ellen  was  not  yet  ac- 
quainted with  the  impending  misfortune,  and 
that  it  did  not  fignify  whether  (he  was  or  not, 
as  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  do  any  good." 

**  Nay,  I  am  fure.  Mils,  I  don't  know  what 
is  the  matter^  but  that  lazy  tog  of  a  partner 
have  let  all  my  holly  hogs  and  poUy  haaches 
die." 


"  But  dorft  you  think  it  very  odd,  that- 


» 
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"  Hod,  no,  Mifs  i  I  think  nothing  hod  in 
this  world,  fince  David,  the  Parfon's  man, 
married  the  ftillroom  maid,ofCaftleHoweL" 

David  at  this  inftant  appeared,  with  a  Ipadc 
and  watering  pot,  but  kept  aloof, 

"  But,  Winifred,  what  is  become  of  Per- 
cival  Evelyn ;  is  it  not  very  odd  he  is  not 
here  with  my  uncle  ?"  ^ 

"  Not  hod  at  all,  Mifs,  becaufe  he  is  gone 
19  college." 


4C 
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To  college!" 


Why,  to  be  fure,  Mifs ;  becaufe,  poor 
poy,  you  know  he  has  not  cot  a  prafs 
fardin  of  fortin,  and  fo,  as  my  ailnt  fays,  our 
poor  tere  Reverent  does  all  the  coot  he  can 
for  every  poty,  and  fo  he  is  to  be  his  curate  5 
half  a  lof  is  petter  as  no  preat." 

"  God  forbid,"  faid  EUen>  feriouQy, «  Per- 
cival  Evelyn  ihould  ever  want  bread." 

j6  •'  Amen ! 
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*'  Amen !,  amen !  pray  Cot>  Mifs;  and  Fm 
fure  it  would  be  a  marcy  if  Mr.  Jofeph  and 
Lord  Claverton  was  to  hear  of  our  troupks 
and  our  mifcries  and  come  to  — — " 

Winifred  was  never  guilty  of  thinkings  but 
if  fhe  had  ftudied  for  an  unfavorable  moment 
all  her  life  to  mention  his  Loixiihip»  (he  could - 
not  have  fuccecded  better.  , 


€( 


Lord  Claverton !"  laid  Eflen^  fcornfuUy. 


^*  You  forget,  Mifs,  how  many  fine  places 
he ,  titated  you  to  at  Bath," 


f''  't 


*/I  hatejiim."  .      "^     'i 

^*  And  you  forget,  Mifs,  he  made  your  un- 
clea  Captain, but  the  fin  of  ib^;rateful  is  worfc 
eyenasdeatht" 

'•  Ah!  Winifred,  fo  I  had— buti  wifli  I  could 
fee  Pcrcii^  Evelyn;  dooit yov^thatd^he  will 
make  a  very  handibme  paifoA  ??      :  o 

VOL.  I.  K  «^  Humph, 
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'*  HumjA,  well  enuff  for  a  parfiw  l" 

"  What  doei^  my  uncle's  man.  wait  for  P' 

Winifred,  immediately  bawled  out  "  Fine 
times  for  you,  Mr.  Tavy,  to  be  ftamfing  with 
your  hands  iii  yx^ur  pockets,  I  lu{>pofe  your 
wife  works  for  both^" 

Nature,  fpeaks  the  fame  language  every 
where.  Da>vid,  ifho  bad  been  i  kind  of 
dangler  to  Winifred,  and  had  often  experi- 
enced her  miid  temperi  exjp^i^ed,  as  he  had 
prefumed  to  mar^  anothei;,  be  lliould  not' 
efcape  without  a  fatyrical  fling,  he  took  nb 
notice  of  her,  but  leifurcly  adrianced  to  rfie 
litde  garden,  and  began  to  work. 

*^Atid  pTttf  %faQ  felyxikJ  ta  work  bere^ 
I  dare  fay  the  parfon's  garden  wiH-  emjdoy 
you." 

■•     ■■'...  -\    '  V  :    :     :        ;     •/    >. 

work,  but  as  I  not  Mtiltkil  fygter  foiks^  faf 

/     t)iie 
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one  thing  and  do  another  —  I  like  to  ferve 
Mr.  Pcrcival  when  bis  back's  turned  as  well 
as  when  I  (ee  htm ;  and  fo>"  bowing  to  £llen» 
who  having  been  two  years  in  England^  and 
being  moreover  dreffcd  in  a  fopcrior  flyle, 
he  had  not  preAimed  to  accofi;»  aldiough  he 
had  formerly  been  one  of  her  favorites^  ^-^  and 
£>^  as  he  laid^  he  vaioed  every  litde  feed  fet 
in  Miis  Ellen's  garden  ntiare  than  gold  i  I 
promifed  I'd  take  care  of  it;  and  I  thinks  Mrs* 
Winifred,  (leaning  on  his  Ipade,  and  looking 
proudly  round)  1  think  I  have  kept  my 
word." 

The  hint  of  broken  promifes  called  the 
colour  into  Winifred's  guilty  cheeks;  fhe 
could  not  help  recoilaSHng  certain  tokens,  and 
cert^  promifes,  all  of  which  fhe  had  moft 
iHiconfcionabiy  fufltred  to  flip  her  memory : 
fiut  it  pequires  a  greater  mkid  than  her's  to 
fed  a  fault  and  own  it,  particularly  to  an  in^ 
ferior,  for,  fo  fhe,  who  *  was  aidreffed  by  a 
Lord's  valet^  confidc^red  the  pavfon's  man  of 
ialtwotk ;  with  afr  haughty  a  look,  «hci^re,  as 

K2  fhe 
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Jhe  could  affume,  (he  endeavoured  to  hide 
her  guilt,  and  turned  out  of  the  garden,  leav- 
ing Mifs  Ellen  and  David  to  look  at  the  imr 
provements  and  talk  of  Percival :  This  was  a 
fubjeft  not  eafy  exhaufted — it  would  have 
lafied  a  long  fummer's  day  without  intermif- 
fion  \  and  Ellen  was  fummoned  to  dinner  be- 
fore Ihe  was  tired  of  David's  ftore  of  anec- 
dotes of  what  Percival  faid,  how  he  looked, 
and  what  he  had  done. 


CHAP.     XIIL 


TH  E  affeftionate  reception  our  heroine 
met  from  the  family,  on  her  entering 
the  hall,  added  to  a  harmony  of  fpirits,  which 
feemed  to  hav:e  .taken  pofleffion  o(  h^r  in  .the 
gardcniahd?after  dinner  flie.  brought  down 
her  ftore  of  baubles  a:nd.  trinkets^,  and  ma.de 

prefents 
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prefents  from  them  to  all  the  family  j  not  a 
word  was  faid  cither  of  Lord  Caftle  Howel, 
or  Mr.  Morgan,  and  the  week  paffed  with 
tranquillity. 

After  church,  on  Sunday,  the  family  dined 
at  the  parfonage,  where  Mr.  Meredith  had 
been  making  fome  alterations— he' had  turned 
his  ftudy,  which  adjoined  the  large  parlour, 
into  a  bed  chamber  j  he  had  been  very  atten- 
tive to  the  railing  the  gravel  walk  even  with  the 
glafs  folding  doors,  and  had  alfo  made 
folding  doors  to  the  entrance :  Lady  Mcre-^ 
dith's  eyes  filled,  as  her  fon  explained  to  her, 
in  a  whifper,  thcfe  feveral  alterations,  and 
Ellen  adlually  gafped  for  breath  when  a  recol- 
le£Hon  of  the  converfation  with  her  uncle, 
I'uggefted  the  ufe  intended  to  be  made  of 
them. 

The  image  of  Percival,  the  anticipation  of 
his  return,  the  many  fecretly  projefted  ram- 
bles, which,  for  the  laft  week  had  kept  her 
•  ;mind  in  a  kind  of  rapturous  delirium,  now 

K  3  difperfed^ 
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difperfed ;  and  in  thcrir  room,  her  venerable 
parents, deprived  of  all  the  natural  comforts  of 
their  inoffenfivc  Jives,  driven  from  the  feat  of 
their  anceftors,  their  large  family  thronged 
into  the  parfonage,  and  fubjefted  to  incon- 
venience and  mortification— appeared  in  fuch 
terrible  colours,  that>  unabk  to  reprefs  her 
emotions^  fiie  hi^iiy  left  the  fide  of  Ladjr 
Meredith,  and  ran  to  an  arbour  in  the  garden, 
where  a  violent  bmSt  of  tears  relieved,  with- 
out removing  from  her  mind,  the  fad  images 
fancy  had  raifed  there. 

By  the  thickiet  hedge  before  her  lay/  the 
road  to  Caflle  Howel,  on  the  infbtnt  fhe 
r^fed  her  eyes  a  fcrvant,  in  the  Earl's  livery, 
approached,  he  pulled  of  his  hat  and  rode  on. 
This  litde  incident  carried  recolle£tion  back 
to  Lord  Cafllc  Howel  —  His  kindnefs  had 
tnfpired  her  with  a  grateful  afieftion,  and  his 
t:nowledge  both  of  men  and  books  had  im- 
prefTed  on  her  mind  a  rcfpeft  fuperior  to 
what  Ihc  fdt  for  any  other  perfonj  Ihc 
wept  to  think,  that,  perhaps,  (he  was  now  the  • 

objeft 
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<d)jed  of  his  ang^Fj  and  for  ever  deprived  of 
his  friendibip* 

She  raifed  her  eyes  a  fecond  time^  and  faw 
'Squire  Morgan  trotting  by  towards  the  par- 
fonage>  he  faw  her  too^  but  not  with  his  ufual 
fervile  look,  he  turned  his  bent  brow  haflily 
from  her,  and  without  the  Imalleft  inclinadon 
of  his  head  paflled  on. 

By  an  impulfe  as  fudden  as  unpremeditated 
flie  alfo  darted  towards  the  houfe :  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, the  fuppliant  humble  Mr.  Morgan,  who 
would  never  take  a  chair  before  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  family  were  feated,  now  fet  in 
great  ftate  in  the  arm  *  chair,  with  his  hat  on, 
though  in  the  prcfence  of  Lady  Meredith, 
who  was  fmelling  her  falts  and  trembling 
every  limb — his  voice  no  longer  foft  and  in- 
(inuating,  but  ftern  and  difcordant. 

"  Sir,  1  have  never  received  a  (hilling  in- 
tereft  for  any  of  the  fums  I  advanced,  people 
will  make  me  pay  and  I  muft  be  paid." 

K  4  "The 
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"  The  propofal  I  made  you.  Sir,"  anfwcr- 
cd  Mr.  Meredith,  "  of  leaving  Code  Gwyn 
houfe  and  lands  to  my  parents,  during  their 
lives,  on  condition  of  my  relinquiftiing  all 
future  claim.-' 

"  It  won't  do,  Mr.  Parfon,  it  won't  do  j  I 
have  lent  more  than  the  value  of  the  eftate, 
and  muft  immediately  take  it  into  my  own 
hands  to  bring  myfelf  home  5  I  began  the 
world  with  half  a  crown,  and  have  no  money 
to  Ipare," 


"  If  th^t  is  really  fo,"  faid  Lady  Meredith, 
faintly,  "  it  is  but  jufl:  Mr.  Morgan  fhould 
take  care  of  himfelf:  How  long.  Sir,—" 

*'  I  am  lure  I  am  very  much  concerned.  Ma- 
dam, but  your  Ladyfhip  will  pleafe  to  recoi- 
led^ I  am  an  humble^  a  very  bumble  man,  my 
money  has  been  got  by  dint  of  hard  labour, 
I  have  no  pretenlions  to  gentility." 


I 


Say 


£  L  L  £  N.  20I 

"  Say  no  more,  Sir,  fay  no  more,"  fighed 

Lady  Meredith, 

v. 

"  You  may  (lay  a  month  or  two,  or  even 
•'till  Chriftmas." 

Lady  Meredith  drew  out  her  handkerchiefi 
and  Ellen  throwing  herfelf  on  her  knees,  hid 
her  face  in  her  lap  and  wept  aloud. 

Mifs  Meredith  never,  in  all  the  romances 
file  had  read,  met  with  any  misfortune  which 
was  the  confequence  ofrunning  in  debt,  nor 
had  fhe  heard  of  a  fingle  knight  who  was 
armed  againft  a  foreclofurej  but  fhe  had  long 
confidered  Mr.  Morgan"  as  the  demon  of 
avarice,  and  not  doubting  but  this  was  his 
hour  of  triumph,  was  fecredy  praying  for  a 
whirlwind  to  carry  him  away.. 

Mifs  Agnes  wept  bccaufe  her  mother 
wept,  for  let  what  would  happen  Ihe  had  a 
very  comfortable  ftock  of  wool  and  cheefe. 

K5  Mr. 
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Mr.  Morgan  arofe  and  wa$  ftalking  to« 
wards  the  door,  when,  cafting  a  contemp- 
tuous glance  at  Ellen, "  I  am  forry  to  fee  your 
grandaughter  returned  on  your  hands,  what 
good  will  her  fine  learning  do  her  now?  Aye 
aye,  I  have  feen  many  fuch  freaks  in  my  time. 
Lord  Caftle  Howcl  would  have  done  a  more 
charitable  thing  to  get  her  a  good  fervicc.-* 

» 

At  this  inftant  the  found  of  a  carriage  was 
heard,  Mr.  Morgan  had  hardly  time  to  untie 
the  iilk  handkerchief  from  his  neck,  and  take 
off  his  hat,  before  Lord  Caftle  Howel,  his 
aunts  and  fifter  were  in  the  room. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  Earl^s  aftoni(k«- 
tncnt  at  the  fcenc  which  prefcnted  itfclf,  Ellen 
ftill  kneeling.  «  What,"  faid  he,  looking 
round,  "  can  be  the  meaning  of  all  this?" 

Lady  Mai^ret,  who&  cue  it  was  to  be 
very  fond  of  Ellen,  caught  iier  in  her  arm9> 
while  the  old  kdies,  with  delighted  look3> 
were  examining  her  through  their  Ipeftacles, 
»  3  **  Dear 
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**Dear  Lady  Meredith,  may  I,  without 
being  impertinent  f "  faid  the  Early— 

The  agitation  of  Lady  Meredith's  fpirits, 
the  mortification  (he  had  fufFered  from  Mor- 
gan's behaviour,  the  ^gonies  of  her  heart  at 
the  profpeft  before  her,  and  now  die  fuddcn 
appearance  of  the  Caftle  Howel  family,  fo 
humiliating  to  all  .pride  of  circumftance 
overpowered  her  weak  frame ;  in  making 
an  effort  to  rife,  (he  funk  fenfdefs  on  the 
floor  5  the  cries  of  the  affrighted  Ellen  xcnt 
the  air,  (he  (creamed  'till  (he  was  black  in  the 
face,  and,  before  Lady  Meredidi  was  reco- 
veredy  had  a  convuUion  fit» 

The  two  old  ladies  were  finghtened  out  of 
dieir  oblervatfons  j  Lady  Mai^rct  aflifted 
the  Mifs  Merediths  in  taking  care  of  their 
mother,  and  the  Earl  himfelf  carried  EUea 
into  die  garden,  ' 

Mr.  Morgan,  who  heard,  as  Ife^  fbppofed 
from  good  authority,  the  Eari's  wife  was 

'  K6  ;  dead. 
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deadi  and  that  he  weuld  marry  immediately, 
had  concluded  Ellen  was  fent  home  and  done 
with. 

Lord  Claverton's  defigns  being  infidious 
and  wicked,  were  of  a  ftamp  fo  accordant 
to  his  own  principles,  he  was  prefently 
jtiafter  ofthena:  But  Lord  Caftle  Howei's 
adlions  being  the  entire.refult  of  innate  honor 
and  refined  fentiment,  were  enveloped  in  a 
myftery  he  could  not  penetrate  j  fa<5ts,  how- 
ever, were  ftubborn  things :  If  his  Lordlhip 
had  got  a  bride,  and  one  of  the  ftrangers  was 
her,  flie  was  of  too  antient  a  date  to  kffen 
the  intereft  of  the  beautiful  Ellen,  on  whom 
he  looked  with  delight  at  his  entrance,  and 
for  whofe  diftrefs  he  feemed  to  fufFer  fo 
much.  The  crafty  obferver,  therefore,  had 
how  to  fear,  the  beauty  of  the  grandaughter 
would  raife  a  friend  to  refcue  the  eftate  out 
of  his  hands.  It  may  here  be  afked,  if  ava* 
rice  was  Mr.  Morgan's  motive  for  calling  in 
his  money,  why  he  ftiould  not  rather  rejoice 
at  an.  event  that  promifed  payment  without 

'       fo 
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fo  unpopular  a  ftep,  as  the  foreclofurc  of  the 
mortgage  ?    And  thus  we  anfwer. 

According  to  the  old  affeflments  of  the 
cftates,  the  mortgage  and  intereft  really 
amounted  to  its  value,  but  when  it  is  remem- 
bered, the  tenants  and  their  defcendants  had, 
at  their  original  rents,  lived  and  died  in  their 
farms,  ^  allowing  for  the  increafing  value 
of  landed  property,  the  advantage  of  feizing 
on  a  complete  manor,  at  the  price  it  would 
have  fetched  five  hundred  years  back,  muft 
be  obvious  -,  befides  this,  enveloped  in  the 
deepeft  recefs  of  a  heart  devoted  to  avarice, 
fraught  with  hypocrify,  and  fwelling  with 
malice,  lay  concealed  fchcmes,  and  motives 
too  black  to  be  at  once  unravelled. 

It  had  been  the  cautious  policy  of  this 
man's  life  to  lay  his.plans,  and  bring  them  ftep 
by  ftep  to  light  J  this  caution  and  policy  were 
now  in  their  full  vigour ;  he  inftantly  changed 
his  meafures,  all  the  impenetrable  prudence 
which  had  frofted  over  his  features  before  the 

Earl 
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Earl  entered,  vamlhcdi  the  filk  han4kcrdiirf 
which  gave  him,  purpcrfely,  a  ruiEan-likc  ap^p 
pearance  to  Lady  Meredith,  now  ferved  to 
rub  an  uncommon  rednefs  into  his  eyes— «-he 
followed  the  Earl  into  die  garden,  where  he 
foutid  him  recovering  and  foothing  the  p«>r 
£Uen,  who  no  fooner  (aw  Mr.  Mot^gan,  than 
(he  Ihrieked  oui^  "  Oh,  fave  me,  my  dear 
Lordj  &om  that  wicked  aian«'' 

Mr.  Morgan  bowed  lo  the  ^ound* 

*'  What  man»  my  Ellen  i  be  compofed^^noK 
body  ibaU  hurt  you/' 


/  «'  But  he  will  hurt  my  gran(%)apa,.  he  yrill 
kill  my  dear  grandmamma^  he  is  going  ta 
turn  ti&  all  out  of  Code  Gwyn,  and  take  our 
houfe  from  ib>  and  my  uncle  will  be  obliged 
to  keep  us  at  the  parsonage :  Pray,  my  dear 
Lord,  if  it  is  at  all  in  your  power,"  and  &i€ 
Aid  dowa  oa  her  knee$«. 

Lord 
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JLord  Caftlc  Howel  turned  pale. with  afto- 
niftiment  j  he  knew  the  rapacity  of  Morgan's 
charafter,  the  fawning  fervility  of  hi$  deport- 
ment had  not  impofed  on  him  j  he  penetrated 
the  thin  difguifc  of  afFeded  humility,  and 
never  deigned  to  take  the  fmalleft  notice  of 
him,  except  what  hi$  own  fenfe  of  politenels 
enforced,  when  he  fometimes  joined  the  hunt, 
and  partook  his  public  dinner. 

Mr*  Morgan  again  bowed  very  low,  '^  My 
Lord^  I  humbly  crave  your  Lordlhip  — " 

The  Earl,  inipatient  to  adnunifter  confb- 
Jation  to  the  venerable  matron  within,  as  weU 
as  to  fet  at  reft  the  heart  of  Ellen,  re- 
quefted  Mr.  Morgan  would  go  to  Caftlc 
Howel  diredly,  promifed  to  follow  him  in 
iix  minutes,  and  having  hafiily  configned 
Ellen  to  the  care  of  Lady  Margaret,  imme- 
diately joined  the  Merediths. 

The  refult  of  a  very  fliort  converfation 
was>  Mr.  Meredith's  ^tting  into  the  carriage 

with 
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with  his  Lordftiip,  who  begged  the  ladies 
would  take  tea  at  the  parfonage,  and  he  would 
return  to  efcort  theni  home, 

'  Lady  Meredith,  though  never  in  London, 
had  an  inbred  politenefs,  that  rendered  her 
the  ornantent  of  whatever  fociety  fhe  was  in; 
flie  apologized,  with  a  truth  and  grace  that 
ipoke  to  the  heart,  for  the  fcene  they  had 
witne/Ted ;  and  defired  Ellen  to  make  tea : 
The  old  ladies,  charmed  with  the  appearance 
of  her  health  and  vivacity,  were  exceedingly 
pleafed  both  with  their  company  and  repaft, 
and  though  it  was  nine  before  the  carriage 
returned,  they  were  far  from  thinking  the 
time  tedious, 

Mr.  Meredith's  dark  and  expreflivc  €y« 
fhewed  the  cjfTence  of  meeknefs  and  good 
humour,  three  hours  before  they  had  ftream.- 
cd  in  fympathy,  with  the  forrow  of  a  beloved 
parent — ^they  now  beamed  with  placidity  and 
content ;  He  apcdogized  to  the  ladies  fo»  his 
flay,  after  he  had  in  filence  pref&d  the  hand 

-    of 
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of  his  mother  to  his  lips,  and  to  his  hearty  and 
with  a  look  of  unutterable  tcnderncfs  folded 
Ellen  in  his  arms.  Lady  Meredith  perceived 
a  change  in  their  favor;  and  Ellen,  inexpe- 
rienced as  (he  was,  concluded  Lord  Gallic 
Howel  was  the  good  genius  of  the  hour :  — 
The  old  ladies  had  invited  her  to  accom- 
pany them,  but  the  carriage  brought  Mr. 
Meredith  without  the  Earl,  or  an  intimation 
her  company  was  defired.  She  was  delighted 
at  the  fight  of  her  Patron  at  fuch  a  critical 
period,  relying  implicitly  on  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart,  and  eafy  in  the  confidence  of  his 
power;  but.  Arrange  as  it  may  appear,  his  offer 
of  marriage  never  occurred  to  her  mind;  it 
had  aflonifhed,  and,  for  the  moment,  per- 
plexed her,  but  the  entire  filence  on  the  fub- 
jed,  obferved  by  all  the  family,  the  parental 
charader  in  which  Lord  Cattle  Howel  had 
become  fo  dear  and  refpedtable,  fo  kindly 
reafTumed  at  the  parfonage,  together  with 
fome  fecret  ideas,  totally  averfe  to  marriage 
with  bim^  had  expelled  an  event  fo  tranfient 
and  unexpedbed. 

When 
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When  the  coach  drove  up  to  Code  Gwyn, 
Winifred  waited  to  receive  her  miftrefs  with 
more  meaning  than  wa$  ufually  difc^rnable 
in  her  large  black  eyes;  and/ not  a  ufual 
thing,  clofe  behind  flood  old  Griffiths  and  his 
fifter,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  trcafured 
wildom  in  theirs* 

Mrs.  Griffiths  whifpered  Lady  Meredith, 
and  old  Griffiths  taking  the  Reverend  by  the 
button,  led  him  acrofs  the  haU  in  clofc  confab. ' 

Ellen  had  afcended  half  the  flairs,  widi  Wi-» 
nifred  in  attendance,  when  Lady  Meredith 
defired  fhe  would  accompany  her,  in  the  par- 
lour. It  was  very  feldom  Ellen  thought  of  the 
right  or  wrong  in  her  grandmother's  com- 
mands, and  ftill  feldomer,  fhe  difobeyed  them; 
flie  turned  with  alacrity,  and  then  for  the  firft 
time,  faw  fomething  more  than  ufual  in  the 
looks  of  her  fervant. 

« 

"Cot 
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^'  Cot  plefs  your  dear  foul,  co  into  your 
room,  here  has  pccn  the  tivel  to  pay,  Cot 
favc  us,*'  whifpered  Winifred. 

**  What's  the  matter?"  alked  EUcn. 

Now  if  any  of  the  young  ladies,  (fuppofing 
this  ftory  Ihould  have  the  honor  to  be  pe- 
rufed  by  fuch)  has  known  what  it  is  to  think 
particularly  wbll  of  a  young  male  acquaint- 
ance, and  ihould  fancy  the  fecret  was  known 
only  to  thcmfelves,  fuch  young  l^ics  will 
know,  on  all  occaQons  of  furprife,  *  fear,  or 
joy,  the  mind  inftandy  reverts  to  the  favored 
9hje£ly  and  'concludes,  he  is  in  fome  degree 
or  other  conncdted  with  it. 

Percival  Evelyn  ftood  before  Ellen's  men- 
tal eye,  as  (he  uttered,  *^Thc  what's  the 
matter?" 

*' Ellen,  you  are  waited  for,^^  faid  Lady 
Meredith. 

•  «  Cot 
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"  Cot  Almighty  plefs  us,  they  won't  let  us 
fpeak— ^I  have  had  a  letter." 

"FromPercival?" 


"  No,  as  Cot  is  my  judge,  Mifs,  from  his 
petters/' 


*^  Ellen,  you  are  not  ufed  to  keep  my  mo«» 
ther  waiting,'*  faid  Mr.  Meredith  gravely. 

*^  There  now,  tivel  take  it,  the  Reverent 
muft  put  in  his  hore !" 

PercivaPs  betters,  thought  Ellen,  as  Ihe 
turned  quick  down  ft  airs. 

Lady  Meredith  and  her  fon  were  already 
with  Sir  Arthur  :  The  heart  of  affe<5bion  when 
it  has  j  oyful  tidings  to  communicate,  is  gene- 
rally very  brief,  there  needs  no  rhetoric,  no 
ornament  oFfpeech  to  varnifh  a  tale  of  hap- 
pinefs.  Lady  Meredith  was  weeping  in  the 
arms  of  h^r  hufband — Mr.  Meredith  and  his 

two 
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two  fiftcrs  were  kneeling  at  his  feet,  their  joy- 
ful emotions  divided  betwixt  thankfuhiefs  to 
heaven^  and  gradcude  to  him  who  had  been 
the  blcffed  means  of  faving  them  from  dif- 
trefs;  Mifs  Meredith  and  Ellen  joined  the 
reft  of  the  family  -,  the  fervants  caught  the 
enthufiafm  -,   it  was  Sunday,   and   therefore 
thtrt  was  no  dai-ce,  but  tlie  old  harper  ftruck 
up,  "Of  a  noble  race  was  Shenkin."    All  was 
harmony   and  gogd   humour  'tiU  after    fup- 
per,  when  Winifred   being  liimmoned,  Mrs. 
Griffiths  Rationed  behind  Lady  Meredith's 
chair,  as  her  brother  was  behind  Sir  Arthur's, 
and  the  reft  of  the  domcftics  difmiffed,  her 
Ladyfhip  took  a  letter  out  of  her  pocket,  and 
requ^fted  her  fon  to  read  it. 

Winifred,  half  crying  and  half  fcolding,  her 
ufual  w;ay  of  argument,,  protefted  againft  this. 
For  :W^y?.   The  Reverent  had  no  cont^oul 

9y€r  h%.,fte.  was  twenty*oiK  yws  of  ;ig?, 
aftd^  moreover,  as ,  coot  as  a  ;i)arn?<J  wonaan* 


)  1 
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^*  A  married  woman !"  exclaimed  Sir  Ar- 
thun 

**  I  mean  by  contraftion,"  anfwered  Wi- 
nifred, pertly,  ^*Cot  fafe  me,  tis  fery  hard  1 
ean*t  receif  a  letter  without  all  thb  hoUobolo*^* 

Mr.  Meredith,  who  had  been  runnitig  hig 
eye  over  the  paper,  now  turning  ftcmly,  con- 
verted the  voluble  part  of  her  argument  into 
tears  and  loud  fobs*" 


"  When  you  receive  letter!^  in  whicli  the 
hortor  of  any  part  of  this  fiimily  is  concerned, 
you  are  anfwerable  to  us  all ;  how  dare  you, 
or  your  correfpondent,   prefume  to  name 

Ellen  Meredith  in  your  fcrawls  ?'* 

.1  .    . 

Ellen's  firft  fufpicibn,  that  Pcrdval  was  the 
(burce  of  aH  this  buflie,  recurred  with  addi* 
tksfel  force  ^  eonfcfious  Aat  (he  thought  of 
)t^  but  4>mi  her  natural  inlerrence  was^  diail 
his  thoughts  were  as  bufy  about  hen  Winifred 
kad  confefled  Ihe  had  entered  into  a  kind  of 

league 
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league  with  him,  and  though^  when  abfcnt  in 
England,  he  had  no  means  of  renunding  her 
of  her  promife,  yet  it  was  not  unUkd)r  he 
would- do  it,  when  he  heard  they  were  re- 
turned  to  Code  Gwyo^  This  idea  in  her  head, 
flie  fat  faluAiing^  wiolc  Siff  Arthur^  and  m-- 
deed  all  the  fattiify^  were  impatiently  ut^g^ 
Mr.  Meredith  to  read  the  letter,  which,  after 
dra«ring  his.  dudr  iieii*cr>  liefning»  and  duff- 
ing the  candles,  he  began  as  follows. 

< 

Ellen  ventured  to  look  up,  that  could  not     , 
bfe  I^ercivA.  .  %le  Vi  her  fenr&nL 

Mr.  Mbirdkh  wsfat-m.:  .         

''Mi  artjk  bcokfi  by  yoiir  ttwk  ubktnd- 
nefs,  and  mi  Lx)rd's  art  is  as  bad  hoff/' 

*B«r  tear:M5:Jitfeph;ViW*«t  Wini- 


1 .  t« 


•      «  ^ 


Ellen 
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Ellen  looked  amazed. 

Mr.  Meredith  refiimed. 

**We  came  to  Bath,  all  to  fee  our  tru 
lovers,  and  Madam  Forreft  told  us  the  bitter 

news  that  you  was  fals  arted-" 

>  ... 

"  A  wicked  woman,"  fobbed  Winifred.. 


<  « 


^'  Indeed,  Winifred,"  faid  Ellen,  "  you  arc 
very  impertinent,  I  wonder  how  you  d^r?  call 

Mrs.  Forreft  a  wicked  woman?" 

,  •       •  .... 

i     1 

"Why  did  fhe  call  me  fak \^ted,  Mi6>' 
tell  me  but  that  ?  Cot  lafe  me,  what's  coot 
for  the  coos  is  coot,  for  :rfie  canter." 

^' Silence,"  faid  Sir  Arthur^,  ft  ernly,  ^*go 
on,  lbn»"  '■  .'  y ..  '  •     •    .  ;  .       ,      • 

'^  W&id»  >wias'  'the,  'ifabreTvBitter.^ta  m^  has 
my  Lord  has  got  a  promife  of  an  excifemin*^ 
place  for  me,  where  of  wc  might  have  a  com- 

'  ^  fortablc 
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fortable  being  of  our  own>  and  moreover  kept 
our  litde  farm  too." 

* 

Winifred  gave  Mrs.  Griffiths  a  nod, "  you 
fee,  aunt  — ^" 

^*And  my  Lord  has  been  beautifying  his 
fine  feat^  and  new  gilding,  and  paintings  and 
laying  out  the  ground,  all  for  a  farten  young 
ledy,  that  (hall  be  namelefs." 

Every  eye  was  now  fixed  on  Ellen,  but  ai 
Ellen  returned  the  look  without  a  trait  of  con- 
fufion,  Mr.  Meredith  went  on* 

"  for,  you  know,  Winifred^  I  never  tell 
fecrets,  but  my  Lord  can  think  of  nothing, 
nor  talk  of  nothing,  but  Mifs  Meredith." 

"  No  more  he  can,  TU  take  my  affitavit/' 
cried  Winifred,  .     % 

-    VOL.  I,  X.  /'Any 
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**  Any  more  than  I  can  of  my  dear  Wini- 
frcd,  and  certainly  we  fhall  both  die,  if  you 
break  your  vows  and  promilbs,''^ 

"  Oh,  Cot  forbit.      Amen !  amen ! 

*'  So  now  I  bag  if  you  have  a  Iparkitdc 
of  lofc  for  your  poor  conftant  Jofeph,  you 
will  write  mc  word,  by  the  return  of  poft,  as 
follows :  Why  you  went  in  fuch  a  hurry 
from  Bath?  what  you  are  now  doing?  whether 
chat  iauntering  fellow,  Evelyn,  is  ftill  with  the 
prig  of  a  paribn?" 

Mr.  Meredith  flopped,  and  as  poor  Wi- 
nifred, notwithftandiiig  her  parciaHty  for  Jo- 
feph, and  her  good  thoughts,  through  ))im,  of 
iiis  Lord,  really  laved  and  refpe6ted  all  the 

Code  <jwyn  family,  flie  could  not  hear  the 

» 

laft  fentence  without  feeling  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion. 

"  The  prig  of  a  parfon!"  repeated  Sir  Ar- 
thur. 

^  "Aye, 
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^Ayc  jiye,  aye  aye,'*  cipicd  old  Griffith^t 
(haking  his  white  leeks  over  Sir  Arthur'^ 
fhoiilder,  ^'  this  &  a  brave  hnfband  you  have 
got>  huffey^  who  makes  his  game  of  God's 

minifter.*' 

''  Of  our  Reverent  r  added  Mrs.  Griffiriis^ 
with  a  look  of  hoiror. 

>  « 

**  The  feuntering  fellow,  Evelyn,"  faid  Mr. 
Meredith,  refcntfuUy.  . 

"  I  wonder  what  poor  Percival  has  done 
to  him,"  joined  Ellen. 

« 

^*  Go  on,  go  Wp  my  dear  brother,"  faid 
Mary,  *^  this  will  be  a  charming  fubjed  for 
iqe  to  wncQ  Mifs  Jfboes^" 

^'And  wbeth^  you  tell  Mifs  Meredith> 
how  dear  my  Lord  loves  her,  and  whether 
fhe  loves  him  ever  fo  little,  and  whether  (he 
has  any  other  fweetheart^  and  whether  you 

La  can 
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can  pcrAiade  her  to  c6m6  with  you  to  the 
coppice  to  meet  my  Lord  and  I.'* 

V 

"  What  does  the  'man  mean  V*  cried  EUen^ 
with  unfeigned  aftonilhment. 

*'  Mefet  him  !  a  mifcreant !  it  is  out  of  the 
praftice  of  romance  to  meet  a  man  by  apfpoint^ 
ment!''  faid  Mifs  Catherine^  in  an  accent  of 
dilguft. 

"  Is  there  any  more  ?"  alked  Lady  Mere- 
dith, impatiently.  ' 


"  Only  the  fignature  —  Your  loving  huf* 
tand,  teli  derfi,  Jofeph  Wilks."      ~ 


"Meet  in  the  coppice/*  faid  Mr.  Mere- 
dith, "  then  I  fuppofe  this  worthy  ipoufe  eleft 
of  yours,  was  apprehehfive  Mr.  Evelyn  would 
be  fauntering  *  in  the  way  of  his  noble 'ena- 
ploycr  and  himfelf/*^     • 


r   x    r 


^  I  • 


Winifred 
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Winifred  had  not  a  word  to  fay,  the  prig 
of  a  parfon  ftruck  her  dumb  j  but  her  tears 
were  always  ready,  thc^c  (he  fhed  in  great 
abundance. 

"  Ob,  thou  (hamc  of  thy  family,'*  faid  old 
Griffiths,  with  indignation,  "  thou  viper,  not 
only  to  abufe  the  noble  blood  that  nourifhed 
thee,  but  join  a  rag-a-muffin  of  a  footman  to 
firduce  fwect  Mifs  Ellen  to  be  ruined." 

Of  this  accufation  Winifred  knew  herfelf  to 
be  innocenti  her  own  vanity  confirmed  every, 
profeffion  made  by  her  lover,  not  once  had 
(he  fiifpeded  either  the  honefty  or  fincerity 
of  his  addrefles,  and  Ellen  being  beyond 
comparifon  the  moft  beautiful  creature  flie 
had  ever  feen,  and  being  fincerely  attached  to 
her,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  her  charms  had, 
at  leaft,  made  as  indeliable  an  imprefllon  on 
Lord  Clavcrton  j  indeed,  as  Jofeph  had  feid 
and  fworn  it,  the  matter  was  fo  far  paft  doubt, 
that  had  they  continued  at  Bath  *till  his 
Lordlhip's  arrival,  and  he  propofcd,  as  was 

L  3  '     intended. 
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intended,  a  double  elopement,  reithpr  the 
danger  or  impropriety  of  the  meafure  would 
have  prevented  her.  Innocent  therefore  as 
to  intention,  and  of  an  irritable  temper,  fhc 
entered  into  a  vindi6tive  explanation,  in  the 
coiarfe  of  which,  by  her  defence  both  of  her 
lover  and  his  Lordihip,  Ihe  difcovercd  to  the 
femily,  what  was  entirely  hid  from  herfelf— » 
that  Jofeph  and  his  Lord  were  puriiiing  a 
regujar  concerted  plan,  which,  but  for  the 
fudden  recall  fjfom  Bath  might  have  ended  in 
the  ruin  of  both  miftrefs  and  maid :  But,  as 
It  'neverthdefs  appeared  (he  was  the  inno-' 
cent  dupe  of  fecret  villany,  (he  was  con*, 
figned  to  the  reprimands  of  her  uncle  and 
aunt 

"What  beft't  I  to  UBdrefs  Mifs  Ellen?'* 
cried  fhe,  as  fhe  was  leaving  the  room. 

^*  Not  'till  you  ar«  fenlible  of  the  errors  of 
your  conduft,"  anlwered  Lady  Meredith. 


It 
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It  was  now  tx)o  late  to  enter  into  any  fkr- 
ther  difcuaion  of  the  letter  with  Ellen,  but 
the  occurrences  of  the  day  were  of  too  inte- 
refting  a  nature  to  permit  the  other  part  c£ 
the  family  to  part,  before  every  particular 
had  been  canvaffed  over  among  them. 

John  Morgan,  the  rich  'fquire,  who,  as 
Catherine  defcribed  him,  bought  every  body's 
eftates,  and  lived  in  a  comer  of  his  own  houie, 
feared  by  m^y,  refpefted  by  few,  and  loved 
by  none,  left  his  native  village,  Code  Gwyn, 
ah  indigent  adventurer  $  his  &tlher,  a  diflblute 
pauper  of  the  Pirilh,  got  th^  tiicn  Reftor,  who 
had  taken  fome  pains  in  having  his  ion  taught 
readix^  and  writing,  to  recommend  him  to  a 
ferfon  of  refpcftable  connexions,  of  that 
country,  who  was  then  a  fuccefsful  and  opu«- 
lent  Merchacx  in  London.  Martin,  the  pa^ 
temal  name  of  the  now  'Squire,  was  for- 
tunat^ly  engaged  by  Mr.  Morgan  as  under 
porter,  where  he  ingratiated  himfelf  firft  into 
the  good  opinion  of  his  mafter,  a  plain  fair 
meaning  manj  who  raifed  him  from  his  me- 

L  4  nial 
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-nial  fcrvant  to  his  principal  truft  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  next  into  the  heart  of  his  only  childv 
Mifs  Morgan  was  motherlefs,  and  her  fa- 
ther'-s  exceffive  fondncfs,  by  keeping  her 
conftantly  at  home,  depriyed  her  of  the 
advantage  (he  would  have  imbibed  by  affo- 
elating  with  well  educated  young  women. 

Martin  was  handfonnfe,  and,  even  therr, 
could  bow  very  low  where  occafion  f\iited : 
He*  did  not  run  away  with  Mifs  Morgan,  but 
he  took  care  to  alarm  her  father  with  fears 
for  her  life,  if  he  rcfufed  his  confent.  The 
old  man  had  a  good  deal  of  Cambrian  pride 
about  him,  he  withftood  his  daughter'^s  en- 
treaties, but  her  tears  conquered  him,  and  he 
confented  to  their  marriage.  Martin  fucceeded 
Mr.  Morgan  in  his  bufinefs,  and  buried  his 
wife  the  lame  year,  by  whom  he  had  an  only 
daughter,  who,  in  hopes  of  making  a  woman 
of  fafhion,  he  kept  at  a  capital  bording  fchool 
'till  Ihe  was  eighteen,  when  his  father-in-law, 
who  had  retired  to  his  eftate  at  Code  Gwyn 
fome  years,  died,  leaving  all  his  fortune  ta 

him. 


E  L  Ii  E  N«  mzs 

ilinji  md  his  .grartdai^htcr^oa  condition  of 
their  taking  the  name  of  Morgan^  whichj  as 
that  of  Martin  was  by  no  means  deficient  in 
notpriety^and  Code  Gwyn  the  place  his  vanity 
wiihed  to  (hine  at>  notwithftanding  his  mean 
tiriginj  was  a  very  acceptable  daufe  in  a  will 
that  left  him,  with  his  own  favings,  one  of  th© 
richeft  men  in  Britain,  and  as  foon  as  an  afb 
of  parliament  chaAged  John  Martin  to  John 
'MQrga%:he  took  poflefllon. 


^  Elizabeth  Morgan  was  mild>  fenfible^  and 
virtuous;  (he  accompanied  her  father  to  Code 
,  Gwyn,  and  the  late  Mr*  Morgan  Jiaving  Kved 
ip  habits,  of  friendfhip  with  the  Merediths, 
'E4rHuqd^)p&  then  returned  from  College,  fell 
paffionatcly  in. love  with  her:  Sir  Arthur 
would  ^not  hear  of  a  connexion  fo  degrading, 
ii;iO|tw;itl^{landing  the  immenie  weakhof  her 
father,' a^d  Ms  views^were  much  higher  for 

his  daughter. 

■  .- 

Mr;  Meredith  hoaored  his  parents,,  and  in- 
herited their  pride  of  bloods  but,  ipite  of  all 

L5  h&& 
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his  efFom^  tocdnquer  his  iattachment,  k  irh 
crcafed  with  every  interview. 

Sir  Arthur's  objeAian  was  an  af&ont» 
though  he  was  as  much  averfe  to  the  match 
as  himfelf,  Mr,  Morgan  fccretly  vowed  ncVct 
to  forgive. 

The  young  lady  was  far  from  encouraging 
Mr.  Meredith^s- paflion,  though  fhe' was  ia 
habits  of  intimacy  with  the  Mifs  Merediths^ 
then  about  her  own  age. 

Her  j^B&Bt  manners  and  fweetnefs  6i 
temper  conquered  the  diffike  the  neighbour- 
hood entertained  againlt  her  fathei*  $  every 
body  took  notice  of  and  invited  her  to  their 
houfes>  and  Ihe  was  a  frequent  and  favorite 
gueft  of  Lady  Margaret  HowePs.  The  fair 
Elizabeth  flattered' the  hopes  and  pride  of 
her  father;  he  knew  enough  of  the  worid-ta 
be  fure  his  daughter  with  8o>oool.  would  be 
received  into  families^  whoffe  blood  might  be 
traced  to  the  Conqueror^  though  the  poor 

proud 
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proud  Code  Gwyn  family>  had  the  imperd-^ 
nence  to  remember  his  leaving  the  hovel  in 
which  he  was  born^  to  feek  better  bread  than 
they^ave  his  parents;  fond  of  the  aggrandize- 
ments of  his  daughter^  (he  never  made  a  cort" 
nexion  he  did  not  immediately  canvas  in 
every  light,  to  try  whether  it  promifed  to 
lead  to  the  defired  point. 

The  firft  glance  from  the  eyes  of  Elizabeth 
determined  the  fate  of  our  young  parfon;  Na- 
turally of  a  ftudious  penfive  turn>  his  mind 
retreated  from  futile  amufements :  He  ftudicd 
much  before  he  faw  Mifs  Morgan,  and  after 
he  had  feen  her,  (be  mixed  in  every  fenti- 
mcnt,  and  he  faw  her  in  every  line  he  readt 
He  had  a  litde  taite  for  drawing,  her  face,  in 
all  attitudes,  ornamented  his  ftudy,  her  eyes 
were  penciled  on  the  margins  of  even  his  fcr- 
mons,  and  he  wrote  the  inidals  of  her  name 
m  the  blank  leaves  of  all  bis  books :  His 
walk$  were  within  fight  of  the  houfe^  and  if, 
after  a  ramble  of  three  or  four  hours^  he  faw 
Elizabeth,  he  returned  fadsRed.    This  often 

L6  happened. 
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bappencdj  for  all  her  amufemente  wer^  foil* 
tary  walks^  in  the  moft  iequeilieFed  parts^  of 
the  neighbourhood  >  but  her  health  grew  daily 
worfe :  Her  father,  angry  at  the  ravage  fick-* 
nefs  made  in  her  lovely  countenancej  and 
alarmed  at  the  confequence^  inftead  of  Tooth- 
ings reproached,,  and  threatened  the  fair  inv^b- 
lid.  He  took  it  into  his  head  Meredith  was 
the  fecret  fource  of  her  diforder,  and  vowed 
to  give  his  fortune  to  hoipitals,  and  turn  her 
out  of  doorsj.  if  ihe  thought  of  that  bcgg^ly 
parfon. 

Elizabeth  wept  and  trembkd,  without  an- 
fwering  her  ftern  father,  who,  as  her  health 
ftill  declined,  became  everyday  mose  fretfiil* 

Meredith,,  (hocked  at  the  change  in  her 
looks,  and  unable  to  conceal  the  anguifh  c^ 
his  foul,  often  abfented  himfelf  from  her  and 
became  a  pr^y  to  defpair :  During  one  of 
tbefe  felf-inflided  penances,  he  was  furprifed 
by  an.  abrupt  vifit  from  Mn  Morgan,  whp 

•  vociferoufl^ 
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vociferoufly  charged  him  with  having  ftole 
bis  daaghter  from*  his  houfe  that  morning. 


•« 


.  The  lurpriife  and  grief  which  took  poflcf- 
fion  of  Mn  Meredith's  countenance  were 
proofs  fufEcient  of  his  innocence ;  and  Mor- 
gan,^  forgetting  for  a  minute  his  animofity^  in-' 
fornied  him,  that  his  daughter,  after  bidding 
him  in  a  more  tender  than  common  manner 

• 

good  night,  had  gone  early  to  reft ;  that,  in 
the  morning,  on  her  not  coning  to  break&ft^ 
he  fearched  her  apartments,  where  (he  bad 
not  been  in  bed ;  that  on  opening  her  ward-* 
robe,  diey  found  ihe  had  taken  beft  part  of 
her  cloaths  >  andj^in  finCj^^  that  ihe  had  left  his 
houfe» 

■  *    * 

Our  paribn^s  countenance  brightened  at 
this :  So  vifibk  and  increafing  had  been  her 
dejedion>  he  had,  at  fiift  the  ftrongeft  appre- 
|ienfions]for  her  fete;  but  flie  lived,  and  he 
trufted  had  happinefs  in  purfuit,  not,  indeed> 
wiib  bim,  that  was  felf  evident ;  but  /el/vr^s 
not  in  this  intertftmg:  hour  attended  to  F^^ 

Morgan 


Moicgan  ftcredy  trimsaphed  OTcr  the  p3rfb&» 
who,  he  conceived  miaft:  be  tecribly  gatUedat 
the  difappointment;  and  he  became  more  re* 
coQcUfd  to  the  elopennent  of  his  daughter, 
fince  he  found  the  poor  Mf^redith  wjis  oot  her 
compaQioD :  He,  boweverj  knimdiajteljr  Teit 
off  for  town)  bi;it  tbodg^.  enqum^  nor  c^v^ 
money  was  fpared  to  diicover  her,  (he  wm 

not  heaird  of  'till  eight  noonths  after,  when  he 
r^'eiv^  anoinymous  ioformadon,  th^t  the 
9orpfe  pf .  his  daughtei:  lay  *t  a  houfe  on 
Highgskte  hiU^&Qin  whence  he  w^  requeued 
to  take  it  for.  interment. 

It  was  not  io  Jiuctun  nature  foi;  a  father  uy 
be  unmoved  in  fuch  a  iituation ;  he  haibeued 
to  the  place  and  found  his  only  child  dead : 
The  people  of  thcr  houfe  were  ftrangers  to 
her  and  her  connexions ;  (he  had  been  removed 
there  for  air>a  month  had  been  p^  in  ad-> 
v£(nce  kx  die  lodging  afid  a  man  and  woman 
ftrv^i  had  attended  her,  who  di£ippeared 
within  an  hqucafier  Ihe  died^  and  though 
every  thing  about  her  \fOxe  the  appearance  of 

elegance. 
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e}eg9fioe»  iind'even  aAiiencej  they  had  fo  dex- 
teravfly:  mani(ged>  dB  qq  cfcape  wkhout  fuipU 
dbn  of  dieir  mte»M)iii  '(iUjaftcra  vkileat 
fauftle,  a  fileoice,  w^(i)  continued  noorc  than 
an  htmri  indiicod  the  lio^i^dy  ito  o^^  the 
^aihbqr  dbor,  ydiiQee  Ihe  found  the  lady  dea4 

^Middle  apaf!tmcntcleahe4of  <^y^fy  ^^g  tl^ 
could  poffibly  lead  to  a  dif<?pviery  of  the 

tfairres>  f6r  that  diey  had  been  guilty  of  the^ 
notja  doubt* 


•  ^ll|)<k-*l' 


-  '  Mc.  Mofgan  wept  and  raved  as  he  contiem*- 
pkied  the  corpfe  of  his  child  \  and  after  paiBng 
two  hours  in  vain  regrets  he  bad  ever  been  a 
bsdxtXj  alihoft  diftcaded,  left  the  foene  of 
moit^ltty^  But  tho'  chaise  of  place,  oould 
not  remove  :ihe  reproach  from  his  mindt 
which  he  endeavoured  .to  appeafe,  by  fuch  a 
ridiculous  parade  of  funeral  grandeur,  as 
ierved  to  gratify  his  own  vantfy,  and  iWell  the 
«i»dettak^'s  ImII:  But  the  deceafed  left  a 
more  biting  monument  of  his^  hard  heart  than 
the  expeii(liw  one  he  placed  t9o  her  memory 
in  the  parifhchurch  where  fiie  diod :  He  libe^ 

3  ^^y 


rally  rewarded  thfe  geo^Ie  of  tHe  hoakimi 
paid  them  a  high  price  for  theif  good-Aport; 
lie  took  every  poflible  means  to  cbnceal  the 
harfhneis  of  his  conduct  from  the  worldj  and 
'making  a  precipitate  end  of  his  concerns. in 
town,  haftened  to  his  Welch  manlibn,  whcre> 
he  flattered  himiclf^-  the  event  wouMoiot  be 
known.  But  rumour,  with  his  hundred 
tongues,  told  the  fate  of  the  young  Elizabeth  in 
athoufand  different  ways-— Meredith  heardiU; 
and  found  one  fad  certainty,  the  woman  who 
poflefled  his  warm  heart  was  no  noore.;  .a  fe* 
Wr  feizcd  his  brain,:  followed  by  a  .ntryoUs 
debility  that,  totally  incapacitated  him.  frpnp 
performing  his  fiin&iitf)S>  and  for  thre^  yf^ 
le&bis  fpirits  quite  ibnk^  his:  health  iit)paire^ 
and  all  his  affedlion;  for  wosibn  ^  buried  witti 
fais  adored  Elizabedi,.*  ^  ^  .1  i\    :  / 

'  :  '  .  '  •  ;  '  • 
Mf^  Morgan's  regret  fon  die  untTmeTy  deatft 
of  his  daughter  was  changed  into.aileteilatioa 
of  her  memory,  by  fomc  difcoveries  madf^ 
in  applications  to  him  after  her  death ;  he 
never  would  bear  her  ^name  mentionedi  andi 

dead 
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dead  to  every  generous  feeling,  devoted  his 
life  to  the  accumulation  of  riches,  and  the 
gratification  of  his  paffions — he  was  in  the 
conftant  habit  of  lending  money  to  people  in 
diftreffed  circumftances,  and  of  conceiving  a 
vicious  inclination  for  modeft  women,  and  it 
was  not  feldom  he  made  the  hufband  and 
father  give  good  fccurity  for  money  he  pre- 
tended to  advance  to  the  charms  of  the  wife 
or  daughter* 

The  Code  Gwyn  eflate  groaned  for  the 
axe^  no  wood  had  been  cut  but  for  domeftic 
ide  for  more  than  a  century  back,  it  was^  as 
poor  Brown  would  have  faid^ ''  full  of  capa* 
bilities/*^  The  manor  was  cxtenfive,  the 
ground  richj  and  finely  laid  out ;  the  manfion 
houfe^  it  is  true>  was  out  of  repair,  but  Mr. 
Morgan's  keen  eye  ran  it  over,  he  knew  how 
lit  de,  with  the  old  materials,  and  wood  and  lime 
on  the  premifes,  it  would  coft  to  build  a  new 
one  i  then,  to  turn  the  haughty  Meredith's 
out  of  their  vaunted  antient  home,  was  a  gra- 
tification which  he  never  loft  fight  of !    He 

infinuated 
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infinuated  himfelf  into  Sir  Arthur^s  confidence 
by  an  afFc6bed  grjrtitudc  for  the  charities  be-* 
ftowed  on  his  family,  and  in  tb^  zeal  of  ap- 
parent friendfhip,  fujjplied  the  eafy  improvi- 
dent Baronet  with  fum  after  fum,  'till,  like -a 
thunderbolt,  the  notice  of  foreclofilre  fliewed 
them  the  gulph  before  them  ;  and  the  wolfi 
having  gained  his  point,  dropped  his  fheep*5 
(kin. 

m 

Mr.  Morgan,  not  content  with  niinrng  the 
Code  Gwyn  family,  vented  the  concealed 
rancour  of  his%4itt  in  reproaches  and  infults^ 
*ft^^cfe  were  fo  oft?n  repeated,  that  they 
recocfciled  themfekes  to  the  removing  to 
the  parfonage,  to  avoid  any  further  inter-* 
courfc  with  their  narrow  minded  creditor  :•— 
Yet,  to  leave  the  houfe  where  their  attoeftors 
Bved  and  died,  to  break  up  their  family,  to 
take  the  bread  and  afyhim  from  their  grey- 
headed domeftics,  to  aflign  a  fet  of  honeft 
dependants  to  the  mercy  of  a  rapacious  mifer, 
to  become  a  tax  on  the  duty  of  their  fon,  no 
longer  to  behold  objefts  which  time  had  en- 
deared 
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beared  to  their  view,  was  terriWe.  Every 
part  of  die  family  dreaded  the  impending 
mifery)  yet  all  were  folicitous  to  conceal  frora 
each  other  their  feelings^ 

The  meeting  of  Mr.  Morgan  at  the  par- 
fonage,  was  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Meredith, 
whofe  lafl:  hope  rt&cd  on  a  doubt  old  GtiU 
fiths  had  fuggeltedj  of  Sir  Arthur's  right  to 
mortgage  one  part  of  the  eftate;  but  the  mo- 
ney had  been  advanced,  and,  therefore,  how- 
ever the  point  of  law  might  ftand,  he  was 
not  of  a  turn  to  difpute  payment,  although 
ht  diou^  he  might  honorably  avail  himielf 
tif  HAs  fiiggefted  advantage  fo  fiir,  as  to.  re^ 
lain  the  pofileffion  of  the  manor  durii^  hit 
parent's  Hfe,  bat  lie  had  to  do  with  amaa 
PfiAl  acqoainced  with  the  honor,  or,  as  he 
called  k,  the  folly  of  Ms  debtors* 

The  ttfkiei  has  ken  the  fucceis  of  the 
meeting  5  we  have,  now  to  follow  them,  from 
Mr.  Meredith's  account,  to  Caftle  HoweL 

'     "  During 
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During  the  ride  from  Cocje  Qwyn,  Lord 
Caftje  Howcl  made.himfdf  i^after  of  the  ra- 
pacious views  of  Mr.  Morgap,  as  well  as  the 
fupine  negligence  of  the  Merediths  j  he  well 
knew  what  money  Mr.  Morgan  would  ad» 
Vance  was  on  perfcft.fecurity,  atid  worth  any 
.other  perfotfs  while  to  da  the  fame^  at  all 
events^  he  refolved  the  hoi^fe  and  grounds 
fliould  be  left  in  the  p6l!?ffion  of  the;  old 
people  for  life>  thiU  being  fettled,  he  eagerly 
alked,  if  Ellen  had  yet  been  made  acquainted 
with  his  propofals,.  .       . : 

r 
t 

■i  ■  ,  .  ,  J 

Mr.  Meredith's  anfwer  to  his  Lor4ihip^$ 
letter,  had  not  reached  London  btfojfei,  the 
inipatience  of  the  old  ladies,  to  fay  jibthing 
0f  his.  Lord  (hip's,  induced  thdn\  to.  leave  it; 
the  queftion,  therefore,  ^t  fuch  a  period,  wai 
extremely  embarraffing,  as  it  muft  lead  to  aa 
explanation,  which  might  entirely  fruftrate  all 
the  plans  the  Earl' had  been  cdocerting.ihith€ir 
&Yar% 

^  •  •  •     ■ 

ZiOrd 
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Lord  CalUeHowd  obfervcdliis  embarraflf- 
ment,  and  felt  k  was  no  good  ai^r  for  him« 
He  was  filent  while  Mr.  Meredith  was  con- 
fider ing  how  to  foften  a  refufai  his  natural 
franknefi  forbid  him '  td  Conceal  —  but  the 
more  he  confidcred  the  more  he  found  him- 
felf  at  alofi.       '     ~     r^ 

\     r 

The  Earl,  then,  with  a  forced  fmile,  faid, 
he  beared  Ellen's  heart  was  DOt  in  his  caufe, 
he  (aw  he  was  rejefted,  but -^loped  (he  had 
not  been  urged  too  warmly— Mr.  Meredith 
would  forgive  hin>— he  meant  in  reference 

to  the  circumftances  of  the  family. 

•  •  . 

Mr.  Meredith  cbloufcd.  "My.Lord,  you 
litde  know  either  Ellen  or  the  &mily  had 
4iiey  beea  (:4p$yb^.of  pr^g  fijch  a  mpdve,  I 
Xholild'  have  be^n  ^ared  the  pain  I  feel*  in 
cdnveying  to  your ,  LonUhip^-i— but  I  have 
.:^ritten  to  you-** 


r 


Forgive  mei,"  ^^fy^cred  thp  EarJ,  *f  we 
will  fay  no  more  on  the  bufiaefs/'  and  he 

turned 


* 
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turned  the  converfation  to  the  improvements 
on  hi3  owo  dftate. 

When  Morgan  was  admitted,  after  what 
had  been  fettled  in  the  coach,  Mr.  Meredith 
was  ilsrprif<^  Co  hear  the  Earl  defire  him  to 
fend  the  demands  on  the  Code  Gwyn  eftate 
to  his  attorney,  and  it  ihould  be  paid. 


Do  I  hear  right,  thought  he — "  The  whole 
mortgage,  my  Lord  ?" 

«<  What,  you  know  I  am  not  rich,  and 
wonder  to  hear  me;  ta&  of  paying  off  mort- 
gages ?  But  I  take  this  to  be  a  good  thing,  or 
Moi^an  would  not  have  it«" 

Moi^an  be^i^d  1^  lower,  to  hide  his  cha«- 
'grin,  and  Lord  Gaftfe  Howetordercd  a:bot>^ 
tie  of  Madeira,  <<  Come,  Morgan/'  &id  he, 
^^you  are  difappointed,  I  know,  and  to  con- 
fefs  the  truth,  fo  am  I,  but  here  is  a  bumpet^ 
to  better'lud&anodier  dmer * 


€i 


My 
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"  My  Lord,  I  beg  your  Lx)rd(hip  to  be- 
lieve," again  bowing. 

**  Belicve,'why  I  know  it,"  replied  the  Earl, 
^^  but  as  I  will  pay  the  money,  and  as  you 
mufi  receive  it^  drink  your  glafs  and  make  the 
bcftofit." 

Morgan  could  not  polTibly  contradifi:  an 
Earl,  who  was  not  in  his  debt,  and  therefi^re 
become  quite  friends  with  Mr.  Meredith,  and 
after  begging  his  Lordihip  would  not  think 
of  an  attorney,  in  a  bulinefs,  which  (hould  be 
fettled  e^^dly  4s  his  Lordihip  pleafed, 
hucnbly  took  his  leaive. 

Meredith  woukl  have  made  acknowledge^ 
ments,  but  the  Earl  forbid  him,  mA  without 
again  miemionw^  ]£lkii  they  parted. 

Every  thing  now  went  well  at  Code  G  wyn, 
but  this  calm  was  of  fhort  deration.  Hot  Day  id, 
whofc  wifeh^l  lived  at  Caftle  Howel,  brought 

i^ws  th^  diftrejQTcd  thpm  all,  the  p^d  was  itir 

•  difpofed. 
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difpofed.  Ellen,  alarmed,  was  every  hour 
for  feuding  meffengcrs  to  know  if  he  was 
better — the  anfwers,  each  more  unfavorable 
than  the  other,  pained  her  heart. 

*      • 

'  «  If  he  fhould  die!'*  faid  (ht«  to  Lady  Mc^ 
redith,  wh6  was  at  that  inftant  thinking  of  his 
difmterefted  kindnels. 


<i 


Aye,  my  dear,  if  he  fhould,  you  would 
know  the  value  of  the  friend,  the  protedbor^ 
you  have  rcjefted." 

'  '  Ellen  protefted  no  event  would  or  could 
make  her  more  fcnfibfe  of  his  worth  than  Ihe 
was  at  that  moment. 

"Wbuid  you  not  be  grieved,  then,  my 
d^,  to  'think,  that  iftftead  of  adding  to  his 
comforts,  you  had  (hortened  his  days  ?*' 

^    **  Who,  me,  madam !    Me  fhorten  Lord 
Caftle  Howel's  days !   .  Can  you  think  me 

fuch  a  monftcr  ?    Him,  to  whom  I  owe  fo 

much! 
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much !  who  has  been  fo  good  to  j^^«— No,  I 
•  would  die  to  give  him  comfort." 

"  Die,  Ellen,"  cried  the  lively  Mary,  "  if 
you  give  him  comfort  it  muft  be  in  living  for 
him!" 

Lady  Meredith  lighed,  Sir  Arthur  folded 
his  hands,  as  he  ufually  did  when  particularly 
moved  j  Ellen  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and 
in  the  inftant  Ihe  was  embracing  his  knees, 
formed  a  refoludon  as  ftrong  as  heroic. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOL. 
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COUNTESS  OF  CASTLE  HOWEL, 


CHAP.    I. 


DEARPERCIVAL, 

**  T  DARE  fsiyyyou  remember  as  well  as 
^^  JL  me,  the  laft  time  I  faw  you,  when  we 
*^  were  walking  round  our  little  garden,  I 
*^  promifed  not  to  marry  without  you  approved 
*'  it.  I  fuppofc  you  will  think  it  very  for- 
**  ward  in  me  to  talk  of  fuch  things,  but  yon 
*^  know  I  was  juft  turned  of  fifteen  then,  and 
^  I  am  fww  feventcen,  which  xnakcs  a  differ- 
VOL,  II,  B  "  cncc^ 
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'^  ence,  tho*  ftill  I  think  it  a  very  fbollfli  fub- 
"  je6t  for  mCi  but  here  (I  am  almoft  afhamed 
"  to  tell  you)  that  Lord  Gaftle  Howel,  whe^ 

''  you  know  I  dearly  loved,  wifhes 1  de- 

"  clare  L  am  glad  I  am  writing  Lnftead  of 
**-fpeaking  to  you,  for  my  checks  burn  like 
"  fire,  and  I  am  fure  I  hardly  know  what  I 
^  *^  write,  but  any  thing  is  better  than  breaking 
"  ones  word.  Oh,  Pcrcival,  we  have  had  fad 
'^  doings,  what  would  you  fay,  to  fee  my  poor 
*' grandpapa andgrandraamma,  and  my  uncle 
*'  and  aunts,  and  all  of  us  turned  out  of  Code 

Gwyn,  and  crammed  into  the  Parfonage  ? 

poor  old  Griffiths  and  Sufan  cried  themfelves 
**  almoft  blind,  for  what  you  know  could  they 
**  do  ?  And  the  old  Harper  muft  have  g6ne 
^  to  the  parifh,  and  that,  as  he  fays,  would  be 
"a  lad  thing,  for  a  man  who  had  laced 
*'  cloaths,  and  played  before  my  grandpapa's 
**  father,  when  he  was  knight  of  thr  (hire,  then 
^*  there  is  the  old  Bailiff— but  indeed  none  of 
"  thefe  would  be  fo  bad  off,  as  my  grandpapa 
**  himfelf,  for  you  know  he  loves-  a  large 
•*  room,  whcre'his  chair  can  travel  a^^  he  callshit,' 

and 
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*^  and  the  largcft  room  in  the  parfonage  will 
**  hardly  hold  us  all  to  dine  when  he  is  not 
*'  there,  and  as  to  the  poor  dogs,  there  is  no 
*'  kennel  for  them  either,  and  my  grandpapa 
*'  could  not  part  with  Bruin  and  Whitefoot; 
*^  as  to  me,  I  have  not  minded  dogs  fincc 
*^  Lord  Claverton  killed  Lion,  which  you 
**  know  you  gave  me  when  he  was  very  little, 
*^  and  I  was  little  too  indeed.  Well  Percival, 
*Vbut  I  dare  fay  you  are  (hocked  as  well  as 
"  me  at  the  idea  of  my  marrying,  and  yet 
^^  Lord  Caftle  Howel  has  behaved  fo  kind 
^'  to  us  all,  and  taken  our  eftate  out  of  the 
*^  power  of  Mr,  Morgan,  who  is  turned  out 
^*  a  very  bad  fort  of  a  man,  that  I  think  you 
would  rather  I  married  iim  than  any  body 
el/e ;  I  wifh  he  could'marry  one  of  my  aunts, 
**  I'm  fure  he  would  be  very  happy,  and  you 
".muft  know  I  have  refufed  him,  but  he  is 
"  fo  good,  and  fo  ill,  and  tho*  my  uncle 
Meredith  who  oftener  vifits  him,  than  any 
of  the  family,  wont  fay  it — yet  I  know  they 
think  he  would  be  well  and  happy  if  I  r^- 
"  lenuJ,  that's  an  odd  word  you  will  think,  but 

B  2  'th 
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^*  'tis  my  aunt  Catherine's,  who  is  always  ufing 
"  odd  words.  Now  dear  Percival,  I  (hould 
**  break  my  heart  if  Lord  Caftle  Howeldied, 
**  but  I  would  not  fave  his  life,  by  breaking  my 
"  promife  to ycu,  fo  pray  anfwer  me  by  return 
"  of  Pofl",  and  whatever  becomes  of  Ellen 
*^  Meredith,  fhe  will  always  efteem  and  love 
Percival  Evelyn,  and  wifli  thofe  happy  days 
they  fpent  together,  had  not  fo  foon  been 
"  over.  Oh,  Percival,  our  garden  is  in  beau- 
'^  tiful  order,  I  walk  there  till  I  am  low  fpirit- 
**  ed,  and  always  leave  it  in  tears,  but  dear 
"  Percival  advife  me,  tell  me  if  you  give 
^^  me  up  my  promife.'* 

Ellen  M£Redith. 

After  haftily  folding  and  fealing  this  letter, 
fhe  rtcoUefted  that  (he  neither  knew  his  ad- 
drefs,  nor  how  to  get  it  to  the  next  Pofl: 
town  unknown  to  the  family,  Winifred  was 
the  only  refource  in  fuch  an  exigence,  •  fhe 
was  dircfted  to  get  Eve];^*  's  addrefs  from 
David,  and  as  Winifred  was  rather  hardened 

as 
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as  to  confcquenccs,  vowed  (he  would  carry 
it  to  the  poft-office  hcrfelf,  "  if  it  rained  cats 
and  togs,  cot  forgive  her  for  faying  fo."— 

Accordingly,  away  went  Winifred  to  the 
Parfonagc,  and  furc  of  David  in  any  thing 
concerning  Evelyn,  defircd  him  to  ,dire£l 
the  letter. 

Since  Winifred^  difgrace,  and  the  caufe 
of  it  was  known  fhe  became  a  perfon  of 
much  lefs  confequence  among  the  domeftics 
of  Code  Gwyn  and  the  Parfonage,  David 
was  fulky ;  how  did  he  know  but  'twas  a 
trick  to  write  to  her  London  fellow,  to  carry 
Mifs  Ellen  ofF. 

Winifred  was  on  the  point  of  breaking 
out,  but  recoUedting  fhe  fliould  be  betrayed 
to  the  family,  called  in  her  old  auxiliary, 
tearsy  wondered  how  he  could  ufe  an  old 
friend  fo,  afked  if  he  thought  Mr.  Evelyn 
would  be  concerned  in  carrying  ofF  Mifs  Ellen  ? 
"  No  to  be  fure,"  was  the  furly  anfwer,  and 

B  3  he 
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"he  took  the  pencil  fhe  offered  and  icrawlcd 
the  diredlion.— 

Poor  Winifred's  evil  planet  reigned ;   Mr. 
Meredith,    from    the    ftudy    window,   faw* 
her     trip    over    the     field     to    the    b^ck 
"wicket  of  the  garden,  fhe  had  at  that  period 
the  misfortune  to  fland  very  low  in  his  opin- 
ion, and,,altho*    knowing   the   integrity  of 
David,  he  could  not  guefs  how  he  fhould  be 
made  a  party  in  her  treachery,  yet  he  had  no 
doubt  but  the  letter  he  faw  in  her  hand  was 
one,  defigned  for  Lord    Claverton's  foot^ 
man,  and  darting  round,  met  her  as  Ihe  was 
coming  out  of  the  garden.    Never  was  poor 
waiting  damfel  in  fuch  a  fright,  fhe  had  not 
power  to  hide  the  letter,  but  flood  trem- 
bling with  it  in  her  hand,  pofitively  denying 
fhe  had  fuch  a  thing  about  her,  till  exafpe- 
rated  at  her  falfehood,  he  fhatched  it  from 
her,  but  his  aflonifhment  and  confufion  near- 
ly equalled  hers,  when  inftead  of  Jofeph,  he 
faw  it  addreffed  to  Percival  Evelyn. 


€t 


And 
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*'  And  ^ho  ^rot€  this  letter  ?"  faid  he  in 
a  voice  of  rage. 

"  Cot  Almighty  knows,  fir'*  anfwered  Win, 
.^  for  I  am  fure  I  jxcvcr.faw  it  in  my  porn 
idays5  tivel  take  me,  but  I  bjdicvc  'tis  all 
•witchery."  . 

•  -  •  '      .  ■ 

"  Hold  thy  lying  tongue,"  cried  Mr. 
Meredith,  and  calling  to  David  and  his 
maid,  charged  them  to  keep  her  prifoner, 
till  his  return  from  Code  Gwyn  whether  he 
direftly  rode. — ^Ellen  was  walking  in  her  be- 
loved garden,  and  he  was  fo  lucky  as  to  find 'his 
father  and  mothef  alone,  his  face  was  fo  clear 
an  index  of  his  mind  that  Lady  Meredith 
faw  fomcthirig  extraordinary  had  happened, 
^before  he  produced  .the  letter. 

s    "Ah  poor  Ellen"  exclaimed  Lady  Merc- 
jdilh,   ibewing  the  direction  to  Sir  Arthur. 

Mr.  Meredith  looked  more  furprifed. 

B  4  "  Shall 
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^*  Shall    wc    open   it"  continued    Ladjr 
Meredith, 


i€ 


Certainly"  anfwered  her  Son. 


Sir  Arthur  examined  the  imprcflion,  it  was 
a  fine  HopCi  an  appendage .  to  the  watch 
Lord  Claverton  had  given  her ;  his  looks 
did  not  entirely  approve  of  breaking  the  feal. 

*'  It  is  juftified,  fir,  by  our  regard  to  the 
honor  of  our  family,  and  afFedtion  for  this 
lovely  branch  of  it  j  it  is  indeed  neceflary, 
for  how  are  we  fure,  that  poor  ignorant 
creature,  "Winifred,  is  not,  even  in  this  mea- 
fure,  the  dupe  of  fome  plan  of  Lord  Claver- 
ton, whofe  libertine  defigns"—  Mn  Mere- 
dith's colour  rofe  as  he  fpoke. 

Lady  Meredith  broke  the  feal  heriel^  at 
the  fame  time  afTuring  her  fon  fhe  had  in 
fbis  inftance,  no  fufpicion  of  Lord  Claver- 
toh.  When  the  letter  was  read.  Sir  Arthur 
fi^mg  his  hands  turned  to  his  lady. 


€€ 


What  pity  l"  faid  he. 

L^dy 
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Lady  Meredith  did  not  anfwcr. 

a 

"  I  did  not  fufpeft  this"  faid  her  fon,  «  bur 
I  am  confident  the  letter  may  be  fcnt  to 
Percival" 


'^  Oh,  no  !  poor  lad,"  anfwered  Lady  Me- 
redith, ^*  it  is  too  much." 


"  I  am  confident  it  may,"  repeated  Mr> 
Meredith,  and  he  was  juftificd  in  the  aflcr- 
tion,  by  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the. 
youth,  whofe  mind  he  had  formed  to  the 
practice  of  every  focial  virtue ;  he  perfifted 
in  advifing  the  letter  to  be  fent,  pofitively 
affirming  from  what  he  knew:  of  his  Elevens 
difpofition,  that  his  anfwer  would  promote 
the  objeft  of  their  wilh,  more  than  all  they 
could  do. 

Lady  Meredith  had  not  quite  fo  much 
faith  in  the  felf  denial  of  a  young  man  of 
twenty-one,  but  fhe  no  longer  oppofed  the 

B  5  trial  i 
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trial  i  Mr.  Meredith  returned  with  the  .let- 
ter to  the  Parfonage, .  and  in  the  prefence  of 
Winifred  fcnt  his  fervant  with  it  to  the  poll 
town,  telling  her  coldly,  that  when  he  took 
it  from  her,  he  fufpefted  it  was  for  her  friend 
Jofeph ;  but  as  it  was  for  Mr.  Evelyn,  he 
Jiad  no  bufinefs  with  it  j  he  added,  flie  need 
not  fay  any  thing  to  Ellen,  and  offered  her 
half  a  crown.  There  were  but  two  ways  of 
bribing  Winifred,  one  was  a  fecret  in  the  ' 
poffcflion  of  Jofeph  Wilks,  the  other  in  that 
of  Percival  Evelyn ;  fhc  put  the  half  crown 
fcornfuUy  on  the  table. 

*'  Not  tell  my  miftrefs,  but,  as  Cot  fliall 
fafe  me  I  will,  if  I  lofe  my  life  for  it." 

Mr.  Meredith  fmileci  at  the  pert  tofs  of 
her  head,  as  fhe  left  the  Parfonage, — but 
after  all,  and  when  fhe  had  made  the  very  mofl 
of  the  Hory,  Ellen  was  neither  furprifed  nor 
alarmed,  indeed  fhe  had  wiflied,  fhe  faid, 
((he  knew  not  why)  to  conceal  it  from  the 
^family  i  but  that  was  foolifh,  for  as  his  an- 

fwer 
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fwcr  muft  come  by  poll  to  Code  Gwyn, 
it  could  not  be  kept  fecret,  but  none  of 
thefe  reafons^  which  fhe  explained  to  Winifred, 
could  fatbfy  beVy  Ihe  protefted  againft  the 
behaviour  of  the  Reverend,  and  vowed  the 
houfe  was,  "  Cot  plefe  her,  no  better  as  a 
prifon." 

A    tedious    eight    days     paflcd    before 
Percival's  anfwcr  arrived.     In  that  interval 
.Lord  Caftle  Howel  had  been  thought  in 
fome  danger  from  a  low  fever,  the  old  ladies 
(alarmed  at  his  fituation,  and  provoked  at 
the  aflurance  of  a  litde  country  Mifs's  refuf- 
ing  the  offered  hand  of  the  Earl  of  Caftle 
Howel,)    were    conftantly    urging  a  frefh 
choice,  and  teafing  both  him  and  themfelvcs 
by  their   impatience  to  return  to  London, 
where  each  of  theip  had  pointed  out,  among 
their  acquaintance,  young  brides '  in  abun- 
dance, whole  mothers,   aunts,  and   coufins, 
were  remarkable  for  the  number,  of  children 
they   brought  into  this  wicked    world;  to 
thefe  arrangements  Lord  Caftle  Howel  turn- 

B  6  cd 
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cd  a  liftlefs  car,  his  choice  had  been  made, 
with  too  much  real  feeling,  to  be  foon  tranf- 
ferred,  and  he  was  convinced,  by  the  pain 
her  rejeftion  inflifted  on  him,  that  the  early 
impreflion  Ellen  had  made  on  his  mind,  was 
as  much  the  refuh  of  paflion  as  philanthro- 
py J  he  dwelt  on  her  perfeftions,  the  joy 
which  darted  from  her  eyes,  when  Ihe  faw 
him  at  the  Parfonage,  the  confidence  with 
which  fhc  difclofed  her  forrows,  and  alked 
his  afliftance,  was  ever  before  him,  not 
having  then  received  Mr.  Meredith's  letter, 
he  was  tranfported  to  receive  fo  many  proofs 
of  afFeftion  from  her,  and  the  difappoint- 
ment  was  from  that  circumftance  more  bitter, 
the  agitation  of  his  mind  increafed  by  the  old 
Maderia,  of  which  he  had  drank  feveral 
bumpers,  without  recollefting  it  was  a  liquor, 
he  had  not  accuftomed  himfclf  to,  at  an 
hour  he  ufually  idled  away  at  the  tea  table, 
threw  him  into  a  fever,  but  he  was  now 
recovering  his  health,  tho'  with  a  langour 
on  his  Ipirits,  that  was  very  diftrefling  to 
the  two  ijpTnfters, 

On 
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On  the  eighth  day  the  cxpefted  letter  ar- 
rived at  Code  Gwyn,  Winifred  was  on  the 
look  out,  tho*  not,  as  (he  flattered  herfelfi 
unobferved,  for  as  the  connexions  of  the 
family  at  the  manfion,  with  the  great  world 
were  very  circumfcribed ;  what  few  letters 
came,  were  left  at  the  Parfonage,  but  this 
Mr.  Meredith  chofe  Ihould  go  to  the  houfe 
by  the  Poftman, 

Ellen  was  reading  "  Zadig"  to  Sir  Arthur 
and  Lady  Meredith,  and  the  two  aunts  were 
fitting  at  work,  when  Winifred  entered,  pre 
tending  to  look  for  fomcthing  j  it  was  poft 
day,  Ellen  underftood  Percival's  anfwcr  was 
come.  Oh  !  what  did  that  anfwer  contain  ? 
her  voice  faltered,  her  colour  went  and 
came,  fhe  trembled— Zadig  dropped  on  the 
"floor.     ■ 

Mr.  Mertdith,  as  if  by  accident,  came  in, 
and  in  his  ufual  expreflive  face  Lady  Mere- 
dith faw  the  intelligence  j.uft  convey 'd  by 
Wiwifred. 

"What's 
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«  What's  the  matter  with  Ellen,"  demand- 
ed he,  "  is  fbe  not  well  ?"  " 

"  No  — yes,  not  quite,  I — 

"Are  you  fatigued  with  reading?"    my 
dear,  faid  Sir  Arthur. 

"  A  little,  I  believe/'     . 

Lady  Meredith  advifed  a  walk  in  the  air, 
Ellen  gladly  rofe  and  ran  up  ftairs. 

Winifred  followed,  threw  the  letter  on 
the  table,  and  vanilhcd.— 

Ellen  locked  her  door,  and  took  up  the 
letter — fhe  knew  the  hand— her  eyes  filled— 
ihe  trembled  and  laid  it  down  again — after 
a  fhower  of  tears,  again  (he  took  up  the  im- 

•  portant  letter — but  wanting  refolution  to 
open  it,  again  it  was  laid  on  the  table — fhe 
walked  to  the  window — her  heart  beat  vio- 
lently— (he  traverfed  the  room  5  and  became 
more  compofed— again  the  letter  was  re- 

"  fumed — fhe    examined   the   fcal-^it  was   a 

« 

plain 


pkin  cypher  of  E— "  dear  Evdyn*'  whim- 
pered fhe,  and  prcffed  it  to  her  lips— Ihe 
carefully  tare  the  paper  round  the  feal  and 
opened  the  letter-— its  contents  were  ihovt. 
She  ready 

"  What  advice  can  poor  Percival  Evelyn, 
*^  the  child  of  bounty,  the  objeft  of  charity, 
*^  give  his  adored  Ellen  Meredith,  your  pro- 
"  mife  Ellen  is  no  more— I  give  it  up-*-you 
**  are  freo-^lct  youi'  heart  be  your  monitor, 
*'  but  whatever  your  fituation  or  mine  may  in 
"  future  be,  remember,  while  !  have  life,  you 
*^  have  one  fure  unchangeable  friend,  who  will 
"  rejoice  in  your  profperity,  and  on  whofc 
**  poor  all,  both  of  foul  and  power,  you  may  in 
"  advcrfity  depend/' 

«  P,  E." 

An  agony  of  tears  fucceeded  the  reading 
of  this  letter,  and  it  would  be  hard  to  fiy, 
whether  fhe  was  pleafcd  or  difpleafed  at  its 
contents— he  had  given  back  a  promife,  fhe 
confidcred  as  the  only  obftacle  to  her  ren- 
dering 
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dcring  her  own  and  the  Caftle  Howcl  family 
happy — but  fhc  did  not  feel  more  happy 
herjelf  for  this  enfranchifcment,  flic  wept 
over  her  liberty,  and  grieved  that  flie 
had  afked  it, — dinner  was  announced — ^flic 
could  not  eat,  and  begged  to  be  excufed 
going  down — her  requeft  was  complied  with, 
Mr.  Meredith  guefled  rightly  the  purport  of 
the  letter,  and  it  was  judged  delicate  and 
proper  to  fubmit  to  herfclfi  the    manner  in 

« 

which  flie  would  bear  the  firft  difappoint- 
ment  of  her  heart.— 

Tea  time  came,  Ellen  was  ftill  in  her  room 
—-a  carriage  drove  up — flic  heard  it,  and  all 
over  nerve,  ran  trembling  to  the  window. 
Lady  Margaret  alighted. 

"  My  fate  is  determined"  faid  flie  burfting 
into  a  frefli  flood  of  tears.  Lady  Meredith 
knocked  at  the  door  "Lady  Margaret 
Howel  my  dear  is  come  to  take  leave  of  you, 
and  has  brought  you  a  number  of  fine  things, 
how  is  your  head  ?  will  you  come  down  ?" 

Ellen 
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Ellen  accepted  her  offered  hand,  and  look- 
ing up  met  Lady  Meredith's  eye,  (o  humid, 
fo  compaffionate,  fo  tender,  Ihe  threw  her 
arms  round  her  neck  and  could  only  lob, 

"  My  Mamma,  my  dear,  my  only  Mother, 
pity  your  poor  Ellen ;"  **  Pity  !"  replied 
the  venerable  matron,"  I  admire,  I  almoft 
envy  my  child/* 

Ellen  pointed  to  the  letter. 

"  Do  you  mean,  I  Ihould  read  that  letter 
my  child  ?*' 

**  Not  now,  but  take  it  with  you,  and 
never  let  me  fee  k  again." 

"  My  heroic  child,"  faid  the  fond  parent 
embracing  her. — 

Encouraged  by  the  fweet  voice  of  mater- 
nal approbation,  and  felf  affured,  by  die 
confciouihefs  of  a  facrifice  £o  dear,  a  modefl 

blufh 
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,  i>lu/h  fuffufing  her  check,   fhe  'followed  her 
ifejpe&able  relation  into  the  parlour. 

Lady  Margaret  feluted  her,  with  rather  a 
conftrained  politeneis,  andanfwered  her  anxious 
enquiries  after  the  Earl,  with  a  cold  and  for- 
mal bow  i  her  brother  fhe  faid  requeftcd 
Mifs  Meredith  would  do  him  the  honor  to^ 
accept  a  few  trifling  remembrances  he  had 
brought  to  Caflle  Howel  for  her ;  thefe 
trifles  were  a  profufion  of  fiae  Jaces,  muflinsy 
and  other  elegant  materials  for  female  drefs* 
The  Mifs  Merediths,  could  not  help  admir- 
ing them  article  by  article,  but  as  Eilen  /at 
loft  in  thought.  Lady  Margaret  conunued> 
~-Thc  Eai:l  "  lamented  he  couid  not  tdke 
a  perfonal  leave  of  the  family.  Sir  Ardour 
will  tell  you  Mifs,  how  muca  my  brotiier 
is  your  friend;  he  regrets  he  is  (mly  your 
friend." 

Ellen  was  ftiil  iitent. 

Mr.  Meredith  hoped  the  neighfaQurhdodt 
were  not  going  to  lofe  them  immediately. 


The  Ladies^  -Gertrude  and  Frances, 
would  Dot,  ihc  anfwercd,  perhaps  ever  fee 
Wales  again,  and  they  were  naturally  defir- 
ous  of  vifiting  fomc  very  old  friends,  this 
was  probably  the .  only  unengaged  day,  and 
ibe  had  taken  it  to  pay  a  farewell  vilh  ac 
Code  .Gbvyn. 

The  family  were  properly  fenfibk  of  tic 
honor^  but  Ellen  was  dill  filent. 

Lady  Margaret  took  one  difh  of  tea,  made 
jier  exit  with  a  few  fafhionable  courtefys,  and 
was  handed  to  her  carriage  by  Mn  Mere- 
<lith,  who  ftood  fome  time  looking  after  the 
chariot,  in  a  reverie,  from  which  he  was 
roufed,  by  an  invitation  to  walk  with  £lkn» 
Ihe  led  to  her  little  Garden,  where  with 
fwimming  eyes,  and  plaindve  voice  Ihe  point- 
ed to  his  notice,  the  beautiful  (hrubs,  and 
flowers,  the  cypher  and  every  ornament, 
4ove  had  contrived  tp  adorn  it :  without  feem- 
ing  to  obferve  the  effed  the'  fond  reverie 
had  on  her  mind,  he  liberally  praifed  both 

the 
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the  plan,  and  cultivation  af  the  charming 
fpot  i  they  had  now  walked  round,  and  re- 
turned to  the  entrance,  Ellen  looked  alter- 
nately ^t  her  uncle,  and  at  the  garden,  fhe 
put  her  Ipread  hand  before  her  eyes,  but  the 
trickling  tears  would  not  be  concealed,  fhe 
hailily  quitted  the  garden,  and  locking  the 
litde  wicket,  requefted  he  would  give  the  key 
to  Evelyn. 

Mr.  Meredith  took  the  key  in  an  atten- 
tive .  filence,  and  accompanied  her  back  to 
the  houfci  as  ftie  turned  to  the  ftairs,  he 
kifled  his  hand,  and  motioned  towards  the 
Parlour,  Ihe  ftop'd,  he  faw  her  heart  was 
Uruggling  with  itfelf,  "  have  ypu  done  with 
me  my  dear  Ellen  ?"  faid  he  in  a  voice  of 
fympathy. 

After  a  moment's  hefitation, 

"  No  fir/'  ftie  replied,  "  If  you  have  pati- 
ence."— He  inftandy  followed  into  the  gallery, 
where  with  a  graceful  modcfty  fee  opened 

her 
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her  heart ;  confeffed  that  from  the  moment 
fhe  knew  Ihe  had  afFeftions,  they  were  placed 
on  Percival  Evelyn,  told  him  of  her  promife^ 
her  letter,  and   his  anfweri  lamented  Lord 
Caftle   Howel  had  made  a  choice  fo  un- 
worthy of  him,  that  he  had  not  continued 
her  friend,  and  protedtor,  **  but  what"  added 
Ihc  in  an  elevated  tone  and  gefture,  "  what  is 
the  whole  life  of  fuch  an  infignificant  as  me, 
compared  to  one  hour  of  fo  good  a  man  as 
Lord  Caftle  Howel,  of  my  dear  venerable 
parents^  of  my  aunts,   and  of  you  my  dear 
worthy  uncle  i    you  who  are   the  orphan's 
friend,  and  the  father  of  the  fathcrlefs,  from 
this  moment  I  devote  all  my  little  faculties 
to  gratitude  and  to  duty, — you  will  ftill  love 
Percival   and  advife  him  to  his   good. — If 
the  Earl  will    accept  me,  and   if   you  my 
dear  uncle  will  tell  him,  I  have  now  no  will 
but  his/' — She  flopped  and  paufed. 

Mr.  Meredith  looked  at  her  with  plea- 
furc  and  admiration,  but  not  with  furprife, 
her  conduA  was  exactly  what  he  expefted 

would 
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would  be  the  rcfult  of  her  letter  to  Pfercival^ 
but  though  it  was  of  more  importance  tharv 
he  chafe  himfelf  to  think  on,  he  forebore 
to  commend,  or  even  anfwer,  what  ihe 
had  faid ;  and  only  ferioufly  replied,  he  was. 
at  her  devotion,  and  would  fay  or  do  what-: 
ever  flie  wiihcd.  ■ 

"Then  I  believe,  fir,  I  believe  I  have  faid 
enough  for  Lord  Caftle  Howel,  but  do  you, 
my  uncle,  my  friend,'  excufe  me  to  the 
dear  aflembly  in  the  Parlour,  fay  every 
thing  for  me  j  but  I,  indeed  I  cannot  fec^ 
them  to  night."  Mr.  Meredith  embraced* 
and  left  hen 

The  plcafure  this  communication  gave  the 
Code  Gwyn  family  may  be  conceived  -,  be- 
fides  making  their  fituation  happy,  Ellen,  the 
pride,  the  darKng  of  their  hearts,  would  be 
fecured  from  diftrefs,  and  an  earncft  of  the 
fame  fecurity  to  themfelvesj  fhe  would  be 
a  Countefs  !  and  the  charms  of  mind,  and 
perfon>  which  fo  delighted  tbem,  could  not 

fail 
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fail  of  exciting  general  eftecm ;  Lady  Mere- 
dith cautioned  her  family,  not  to  fhew  aa 
-excefs  of  joy,  '^  we  muft,"  faid  the  confiderate 
j^rent,  "  refpeft  the  facrifiee^  tho*  we  rejoice 
it  is  made." 

Mr.  Meredith  executed  his  welcome  com- 
ttiiffion,  with  delicate  propriety.  The  E^rl 
embuaccd  him  with  warmth,  and  put  a  dia- 
mond of  value  on  his  finger,— Lady  Ger- 
trude took  a^  pair  of  gold  buckles,  out  of 
her  own  fhoesj  which  had  been  her  father's, 
and  infiftcd  on  his  wearing  them*  Lady 
Frances  had  a  locket  fet  with  brilliants,  in 
which  was  a  lock  of  beautiful  auburn,  hair, 
"Which  flic  faid  was  cut  from  her  own  head, 
9.  Viryfew  years*  back,  he  muft  take  that  for 
her  fake.— Lady  Margaret  contented  her- 
fclf,  with  bcftowing  on  him  many  precious 
vfwrds^  the  projefted  vifiis  were  given  up, 
tfa&  coach  ordered,  and  the  Ladies-  returnee^ 
with:  ,Mir.  Meredith  to  vifit  their  deftined 
idiaclon; 

•  * 

Nothing 
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Nothing  could  be  kinder  tfian  the  Ladies, 
nothing  more  engaging  than  the  fair  Ellen, 
an  immediate  return  of  the  vifit  was  preffed 
by  Lady  Margaret,  in  confideration  of  the 
Earl's  health,  and  the  blulhing  Ellen  con- 
fented  to  be  of  the  party. 

The  next  day.  Lord  Caftle  Howel  had' 
the  happinefs  to  receive  his  young  bride 
ele6l,  at  his  Caftle ;  and  that  day  month  was 
bleffed  with  her  hand  at  Code  Gwyn  church, 
every  houfe  of  entertainment  within  ten 
miles  of  Caftle  Howel,  and  Code  Gwyn, 
were  open'd  on  the  joyful  occafion.  The 
two  fpinfters  vied  with  each  othef  in  brilliant 
prefcnts  to  the  bride,  in  honor  to  their  family, 
and  in  private  benefaAions  to  the  poor,  in 
honor  to  themfelves. 

This  fplendid  wedding,  of  which  Wini- 
fred had  not  the  fmalleft  expedarion,  almoft 
turned  her  brain,  not  that  Ellen*s  advance  in 
rank,  or  riches,  was  a  matter  of  any  wonder, 
for  nothing  in  tUs  world,  or  indeed  in  the 

next. 
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next,  could,  in  her  opinion,  equal  the  de- 
fcrts  of  the  miftrefs  Ihc  perfeftly  adored; 
but,  as  Ellen  was  too  much  attached  to  her 
old  favourite,  to  exchange  her,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  want  of  (kill  in  the  myfteries  of 
the  toilette,  for  a  very  clever  young  perfon, 
who  was  an  adept,— the  confcquence  and  ad- 
vantages, fhe  derived  from' her  fitLiation,]werc 
more  then  the  equilibrium  of  her  little  mind 
could  well  bear. 

The  Earl,  charmed  with  every  movement 
of  a  heart,  where  innocence  and  honor  fo 
entirely  prefided ;  was  alfo  partial  to  the 
oddities  of  Winifred ;  he  infifted  on 
her  being  retained,  with  the  more  regular 
lady's  maid,  and  that  Jhe  ihould  have  the 
pre-eminence.—— 

Sir  Arthur  Meredith,  now  at  eafe  in  his 
circumflances,  his  beloved  grand-daughter, 
£o  happily  eftablifhed,  his  L^dy  happy  aild 
gratified,  felt  himfclf  renovated.  The  ladies 
drelTed  better,  the  fervants  were  again  tn^ny, 
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Mr.  Jones,  the  apothecary,  who  had  with- 
drawn his  vifits,   when  a  certain  forc-clofure, 
was  in  agitation,   now    renewed  his  atten- 
dance at  the  Manfion,  and  Mr.  Morgan's 
bow  was  more    frequent,   and  lower   than 
^ver>  tho'  all  intercourfe  with  the  family  was 
declined  on  their  part.     As  to  the    Caftk 
Howels,  they>  as  is  ufual  with  people  of  qua- 
lity, who  are  at  the  top  of  happmefs,  wanted  to 
be  ftill  happier.  The  bid  Ladies  had  not  been 
many  years  from  home,  and  now  the  objeft 
•  of  their  journey  was  in  part  obtained,   they 
wilhed  to  accompany  the  young  Gountefs  to 
London  -,  to  go  to  court,  fee  the  public  places,  - 
and  vifit  their  old  friends.    Lady  Margaret 
had  wiihes  too,  but  though  not  exadly  the 
iame  as   her  aunts,  yet  as  they  ultimately 
pointed  London-ward,   fhc  chofe   to   echo 
them. 

,  Lady  Caftle  Howel,  whofe  lively  dtipofi- 
tion  we  have  before  mentioned,  found  ele- 
gance, affluence,  rank  and  all  the  luxurious 
appendages  fit  vaftly  eafy  qix  hen    She,  jieard 

too 
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too  much  of  the  metropoKs,  and.  all  its  fafci- 
nations  to  objc6t  going  therc'j  befides,  the 
Ladies  who  were  perfeft  miftrcffes  of  cti-- 
quctte,  infifted  her  prefentation  at  court  was 
an  indifpenfable  ceremony,  attached  to  her 
r^nk;  and  the  Earl  was  too  proud  of  his 
charming  bride,  and  too  much  gratified  by  the 
admiration  Ihe  excited,  to  wifli  to  hide  her 
in  the  mountains  of  Wales  >  a  grand  retinue 
was  therefore  ordered,  and  the  day  fixed  far 
their  departure. 

But,  although  Ellen  was  now  every  inch  a 
Countefs,  Ihe  had  not  forgot  her  duty  and 
love,  for  the  dear  circle  at  Code  Gwyn ;  fhc 
afked  the  Earl's  permiflion  to  take  her  maid 
and  fpend  one  day  with  them,  previous  to  her 
departure.—- 

It  was  bleak  December,  the  days  Ihort, 
and  unpleafant,  and  the  road  bad;  the 
Earl  exifted  bur  in  the  fight  of  his  beautiful 
wife,  but  her  gratification  was  dearer  to 
him   than  his  own— he  advifed'her  to  ftay 

C  2  Aq 
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the  night,  with  her  beloved  relations— the 
family  he  obferved  were  fo  worthily  united^ 
they  would  have  a  thouland  little  nothings 
to  fay,  which  a  ftranger  would  reftrain  ;  "  en- 
joy your  good  friends,  my  Ellen,  vifit  the 
fcenes  dear  to  your  infant  afFedlion,  fpeak 
kindly  to  your  old  domeftics,  affure  your 
venerable  parents,  I  confidcr  them  as  mine, 
and  will  receive  you  a  fecond  time  from 
them  myfclf,   to-morrow." 

The  Countefs  felt  the  kindnels  of  this 
plan,  and  charmed  her  Lord,  by  her  fcnfi- 
ble  ack  nowlcdgments, — The  Code  Gwyn 
family  were  apprized  of  her  vifit,  and  an  uni- 
verfal  holiday  prevailed;  Mr.  Meredith 
dined,  but  would  not  fleep  at  Code  Gwyn; 
the  Countefs  remonftfated,  "the  night  was 
dark  and  cold,  and  it  was  the  laft  (he  Ihould 
pals  there" — he  was  not  to  be  prevailed  on, 
but  laid,  he  would  be  ready  for  his  breakfkft 
jicxt  morning,  before  flie  left  her  room.— 

When  Winifred  attended  to  undrefs  her, 
file  was  remarkably  filcnt,  and  on  being  iiv- 
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terrogated  by  her  Lady,  as  to  the  cmfe^  pro- 
tefted,  that  "Ihe  believed,  the  tivel  had 
always  fomc thing  to  do  at  Code  Gwyn  5"  I 
defire,  my  Lady,  you  will  ax  me  no  quef- 
tlons,  for  as  cot  (hall  judge  me,  if  I  (peak, 
they  will  cill  me,  and  if  I  don't,  I  fhall 
purft"~«  Well,"  replied  the  Countefs,  "  I 
want  to  know  none  of  your  fecrets,  I  {fup- 
pofe  you  have  heard  from  your  old  fweet- 
heart." 

^^  Ay,  Ay,  well,  well,  cot  plefs,  and  lave 
old  fweet  hearts,  I  fay,  amen,  amen,  pray^ 
cot — name  o  cot,  I  am  not  afraid  of  appa- 
rations,  if  people  will  preak  their  hearts,  and 
tie,  other  people  can't  help  it,  cot  forgive 
us  all— our  fins,  and  our  iniquities/' 

**  You  are  very  pious  to  night,  Winifred." 

"  No,,  cot  help  me,  I  muft  not  fpeak,  put 
if  I  was  to  tell  your  Ladylhip."— — 

^*  I   won't  hear  another  word,"  faid  the 

Countes,  f].ortIvcIy. 

C  3 
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Winifred  fighed,  and  went  away  praying 
to  cot,  to  forgiyc  her  fins. 

r 

TIae  Eari.was  atCodc  Gwyn  by  two,  and 
on  account  of  the  (hort  days,  declined  ftay^ 
ing  dinner;  they  departed  amid  the  tears, 
and  benedifitions  of  the  family,  and  fervants> 
die  former  from  afFeftion,  the  latter,  partly 
from  regard  t»  their  young  miftrefs,  and 
partly  from  the  gencrofity  of  the  Earl.— — 

The  day  was  clear,  and  light,  Ellen  prat- 
tled away  i  the  Earl  "  converfing  with  her, 
forgot  ^  time,  all  ieafons,  and  their 
change  i*  he  was  cpntempladng  with  de- 
light the  flattering  change  in  her  lovely  coun- 
tenance, which  tho'  deluged  with  tears,  at 
parting  with  her  friends,  was  already  reftored 
to  its  ufual  ferenity,  when  a  fcream,  and 
exclamation  from  Winifred,  who  fat  at  the 
back  of  the  coach,  called  all  Ellen's  blood 
into  her  face,  and  tarned  him  pale. 


ffC 


,./ 


^  Cot  ^  have  mercy  on  us,  pray  cot,  and 

forgive 
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forgitt  our  tranrgrefllons^  avaunt  fatan  plefe' 


cot/' 


They  were  pafling  the  Parfonage,  it 
|lood  on  the  top  of  a  ftccp  hill>  the  weather 
had  been  frofty,  and  the  drivers  were 
obliged  to  flacken  their  pace ;  Ellen  bended 
forward^  and  faw  the  obj.eft  that  excited 
Winifred's  exclamadon. 

Percival  Evelyn,  or  rather  the  pafe  ema- 
ciated ihadowr  of  what  he  tvas,  ftood  at  iti 
chamber  window>fupportedbyDaVid,  watch^^ 
iug  with  eager  eyes  the  palTing  vehicle. 

The  Earl,  extreoiely  diiplealed^  and  attri* 
budng    the   agitadon    vifible  in  Ellen,    to* 
Winifred's  exclamation,  afkcd  ftcrnly  if  flic 
had  fecn  a  ghoft.— • 

Certain  rccolleftions,  at  this  moment  par- 
ticularly troublefomc  to  poor  Winifred,  and> 
a   natural  fear  of  ghotts,    and  hobgoblins,.: 
having  heard  that  Mr.  Evelyn  was  aftuallyy 

dying,,  levelled  all  diftinftion,. 

C  4 
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*'  Cot  forgive  you  my  Lort,  -  for  ufing 
fuch  pad  worts,  and  plaft  femys,  but  cot  is 
abof  the  tivcl  ftill,  and  cot  knows,  what  is 
a  lort  before  fatan,  any  more  then  a  poor 
finner,  forcofts  to  be  fhure  if  they  wan'tto  be 
tied  in  the  red  fea,  may  tear  a  lort  to  pieces 
with  crace  of  cot." 

The  wench  is  mad !  exclaimed  the  Earl, 
The  Countefs  had  by  this  time  recovered 
her  furprife,   the  fight  of  Percival,  at  fuch  a 
period>  and  in  fuch  a  fituation,  fo  unthought 
ofi  and  fo  unexpeded^  could  not  fail  to  agi- 
tate   her)     but    a   moment's     recoUedion 
convinced  her  of,  the  impropriety  of  fhewing 
the  concern  flie  felt  for  another  man,  in  her 
hufband's  prefcnce ;  that  flie  did  feel  //—was 
an  injury  to  her  own  peace,  but  to  betray  it, 
would  bean  infult  to  his  honor— every  footh- 
ing  word  from  the  Earl,  wa§  a  reproach  to 
her  heart,  and  fhe  had  the  heroifm  to  make 
a  fecret  vow,  in  that  moment,  never  to  men- 
tion, or  hear  mentioned,  the  name  of  Perci- 
Val  Evelyn  \  yet,  not  even  the  confcioufncfs 

of 
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of  ading  right,  could  recorripofe  her  fpirits,. 
?  and  fhe  retired  to  her  chamber,  as  foon  as 

Ihe  alighted  at.  Cattle  ETowel, 

Winifred  was  buriling  to  fpeak  of  Evelyn,, 
**  Oh,  nxy  Lady !"  cried  fhe,  "  did  you  fee  the 
poor    tear   dying  Mn  Evelyn  ?  who''— fhe 
was  ftruck  dumb  with  aftonifliment,  when 
!  Ellen  commanded  her,  on  pain  of  utter  dif- 

pieafure,  to  avoid  ever  mentioning  a  name,^ 
0HC€  io  dear.^ 

'*  Cot  be  coot  unto  us,  poor  finfijl  par- 
\  gury  fouls,  what,  not  when  he  ties?  as  he  cer- 

tainly will,,  mutt  not  1  fpeak,  when  he  is  dead 
and  cone,  in  the  peaceful  crave,^  and  his  coft^- 
Gomes  in  a.  whirlwind,,  like  a  roaring  lion  ?'* 

Living,  or  dead,  I  will  not  hear  him  men* 
tioned,.  answered  Ellen,  much  agitated. 

Winifred' had  patched  up  a  kind  of  true* 
with  her  confcience,  by  refolving  to  make 
a  confcffion,  of  fome  Jicret  fins  to  her  Lady, 
in  which  Mr.   Evelyn's    name  muft  occur,. 

G  5  but- 
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but  Ellen^s  determined  manner,  deprived 
the  poor  penitent  of  this  confolation,  ajid  (he 
left  her  in  fuch  terror  of  mind,  that  flic 
aftually  gave,  the  dairy  maid  two  yards  of 
ribbon,  almoji  as  good  as  new,  to  fit  up 
with  her  all  night,  and  it  was  not  till  flie 
left  Caftlc  Howe!  flie  fancied  herfelf  fafc. 

The  next  morning  the  Caftle  Howel 
i&mily,  fet  out  for  the  metropolis.*— The 
news  papers  had  apnounced  the  marriage  of 
*•  the  right  honorable  the  Earl  of  Caftle  Howel, 
^  to  the  beautiful  Mifs  Ellen  Meredith,"  and 
the  curiofity  of  the  beau  mode  was  in  con* 
fcquence  excited;  their  arrival  at  Bath, 
where  Ellen  wifhcd  to  fee  her  govcmefs,  and 
old  Ichool  fellowsi  was  proclaimed  by  the 
piual  mufic,  ringing  of  bells,  &c.  and  Mrs^ 
Forrcft  and  her  ladies>  -were  very  early  in 
riicir  fclpefts* 

At  the  fight  of  Mrsr  Forreft,  Winifred. 
Griffith^  who&  head  h^d  been  in  a  conflaht 
vortex    of   new  cloaths>  fine    fights,   and 

dignity 
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drgnity  of  ftation,  fo  infinitely  fuperior  to  any 
thing  flic  had  ever  fecn,  or  cxpeftcd ;  re* 
membercd  there  was  fiich  a  man  in  exiftence,  ^ 
as  Jofeph  Wilks,  whofe  kind  letter,  (which . 
brought   her  into   fuch.  difgracd"   at    Code- 
Gwyn,)  yet  remained  unanfwcred,  and  that: 
in  the  aforefaid  letter,   certain .  things   were 
alledged  as   coming  from  Mrs.  Fbrreft,   at: 
Which  flie  had  taken  great  offence ;  flic  alfo 
remembered,  that    during   Mifs  Meredith'*, 
refidence  at  Bath,  flie  was  forbid  to  attend 
on  her ;— but  times  were  changed, .  flie  had . 
now  the  honor  to  be  firft  woman  to  a  Coun- 
tefs,  one,  who  from  the  fuperior  gifts  of  for- 
tune  and    nature,   fecmed  formed  for  the 
adoration .  of  the  multitude  ;   and   although . 
poor  Win  had  the  ill  luclc,  to  be  diflikcd, 
by  every  foul  in  the  family,  but  her  Lady,  on , 
account  of  her  uncouth  language  and  man-*. 
ners  which  appeared  vulgar, .  and  her  promp- 
titude to  fpcak  whatever  flie  thought,  on  all 
occafions, .  which  appeared ;  bold  and  aflTum- 
ing,  yet,  the  -^buntefs's  proteftion  gave  her 
the  highcft  degree  of  confcqucnce,  and  Mrs- 

C  6:  Forreft'4, 
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Forrcft's  iiame  w^s  carried  to  her>  as  (he 
fat  lolling  at  the  window,  and  fipping  her 
cofFce. 

The  aforefaid  recolledion,  tempted  Wini-* 
fred  to  give  herfelf  a  few  airs  j  but  the  ref- 
peft  Ihe  knew  the  Countefs  had  for  her  late 
govemefs  luckily  reftrained  her;  (he  was 
however  refolved  to  exhibit  her  confequence* 
and  at  the  fame  time  gratify  both  her  vanity 
and  paffion,  (if  what  Jofeph  Wilks  had  in- 
fpired  her  withy  might  be  fo  called)  by 
karninjg.  fome  pardcularsof  him. 

Mrs.  FoFreft  was  therefore  (hewn  to  bar 
apartmcnt-^and  with  the  affability  always 
att|pdant  oQ  good  fenfe,  and  gpod.  breeding, 
was  much  pleafed  to  fee  fuch  a  defirable 
change,,  in  the  circumftances  of  one,  whom 
ihe  had  confidered  as  a.domeftic  other  own^ 
fhe  congratulated  her^  with,  fuch  unaffeft-. 
cd  good  nature,,  that  all  Winifred's  projefted 
bauteux  was.  in  an  inllant  forgotten*. 


"Whea 
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Whca  Mrs.  Forrcft  enquired  of  the 
Countcfsi  Winifred,  who  really  was  a 
thorough  good  hearted  creature ;  and  proud, 
as  well  as  fond  of  her  lady,  launched  out  in- 
to defcriprions  of  her  ftate,  and  grandeur 
oftentatioufly  difplayed  all  the  paraphernalia 
then  unpacked,  and  concluded  by  faymg 
(what  to  her  was  really  a  wonder)  that  (he 
was  not  the  leaft  altered,,  but  better  temper- 
ed than  everiN 

Mrs.  Forreft  frniling,  faid,  (he  was  much 
miftaken,  if  any  change  of  circumftances 
would  alter  fo  fweet  a  difpofition,  her  cleva^ 
tion  did  not  furprifc  ber,  Ihe  was  fure>  Lady 
Caftle  Howel  need  only  be  feen,  to  be 
univerfally  admired  y  for  her  part,  (he  had 
always  expefted  Lord JClaver ton  would  have 
been  the  man^  and  believed  he  was  fincerely 
morrified,  he  had  not  made  his  propofals 
before  Lord  Caftle  Howel — the  Countefs,  to 
be  fure,  could  be  no  more  than  happy-— but 
Lord  Claverton,.  was  fuch  an  elegant,  polite 
yrtd  man,  and  younger  than    Lord,  Caftle 

Howd,     ■   ■ 

Winifred 
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Winifred  interrupted    Kcr,  t30  afk,  when 
flie  had  fccn  Mr.  Jofeph  I 


*' If  you  mean  Lord    Claverton's  valctj 
he  brought  me  a  card  yefterday/' 


Winifred  coloured  up  to  the  ears,  pleafcd ;  . 
to  think  ftie  ftiould  fo  foon  exhibit  her  ftate. 
to  Jofeph,-  but  her  joy  was  of  fhort  duration  r 
Mrs.    Forrcft   informed  her.   Lord  Glaver— 
ton  had  been  very  much  indilpoftd,.  that  he 
had  often  done  her  the  honor  to  call  at  her 
houfe,  iefbre^  his  indifpofition,  and  that  his: 
fcrvant  had  brought  her  an  apology,,  for  his./ 
not  making  his  bow,,  before  he  left  Bath. 

^'  Dear  me  !  deaf  me  f  how  fbrry,"  Wini— 
fed  /aid  ftie  was  for  poor  Lord  Qaverton, . 
and  how  forry,.  Ihc  r^^//y  was,  that  Jofeph 
had  gone  without  her  feeing  him,  or  at  lead, 
without  bis  feeing  ber ;  but  there  was  fome 
comfort  he  was  at  London,  wher#  (he  alfb 
was  going,   and  no  doubt,  her  true  lover 
would  foon  find  her,. 

The 


ELLEN.  s§ 

.  The  moment  Mrs.  Forreft  was  announced, 
fhe  was  admitted,  the  Earl  politely  thanked 
her,  for  her  care  of  his  lady. 

Ellen  loved,  and  refpedted  her  governefs, 
as  every  young  lady  will,  who  has  the  good 
fortune  to  be  educated  by  accomplifhed 
women,  whofe  own  faultlefs  example,  illuf- 
trate  their  precepts;  and  Ihe  received  her 
with  open  arms  breakfaft  was  fervcd  in  the 
Countefs's  apartment,  but  the  Earl  at  her 
requcft  joined  his  aunts  and  fiftcr. 

After  exhaufting  chit  chat  enquires,  Lady^ 
Caftle  Howel  recollefted  Lord  Claverton 
had  been  at  Bath>  and  afked  if  he  yet  con- 
tinued there*;  Mrs.  Forreft  had  too  proper  a. 
fenfc  of  the  rule  of  right,  to  fay  a  fyllable 
more  of  him,,  than  merely  to  anfwer  the 
Countels's  queftions,  which  were^  fimply, 
when  he  came>  and  when  he  left  Bath. 

Mrs.  Forreft^s  jiice  fcnfc  of  virtue,  and: 
propriety  was  blended  with  an  excefs  of  good 
nature— Lord  Qavcrton,  in  profeoution  of  his 

J  darling 
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darling  fcheme,  had  returned  to  Bath  j— Art 
sidept  in  every  art  of  penetration,  he  found, 
her  weak  fide,  if  indeed  it  might  be  fo  cal- 
fcd,  and  contrived  to  be  {o  unhappy,  fo  in^ 
'advertenty  and   fo  off,    all  kind    of  guard, 
when  he  found  Ellen  was  removed,  it  was 
impoffible   for  her  to  avoid  the   difcovery' 
he   intended  (he  ftioidd  make,  of  his  being^ 
dejperately  in  love,   and  as  he  had  fo  much 
honor  on  his  tongue,   and  Ihe  fo   much  in^ 
her  heart,,  it  was  alfo  impoffible  flie  could 
doubt,  either  the  fincerity,  or  honor,  of  his 
profeffions  ,•    proud   of  the   confidence  of  a 
nobleman  of  his  rank,  and  pleafed  to  look 
forward  to,  the  elevation  of  a  young  creature, 
file   loved,  and  whom,  by   contributing  to« 
bring  about   a  match  of  fuch  confequence,. 
ihe    fhould   ferve  and  oblige — Ihe  became 
familiarized  to  the.  event,'  and  fpoke,  without* 
referve,  of  Ellen  to  his  Lordfhip,  as  he  did 
of  his  paflion  to  her.    ■ 

The  fudden  recall  from  jfchool,  wasL  a~ 
naatter  of  mutual  fiirprife  a#d'  conjedure ; 
every  poflible  caufe,  except,  the  right,  wasr 

canvafiedC. 
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canvaffed,  and  Jofcph  defir^d  to  write  to  his 
true  love  for  information  j  how  Jhe  was  en- 
gaged, the  reader  has  feen,  and  as  Mrs* 
Forreft  thought  his  Lordlhip's  health  was 
afFefted,  by  the  unaccountable  myftery, 
that  had  attended  Ellen's  removal,  Ihc  eafily 
perfuaded  herfelf,  he  was  an  amiable  unfor- 
tunate lover,      I- 

Lord  Caftle.  Howel  being  in  comparifon 
of  his  Lady,  and  even  of  Lord  Claverton, 
an  old  man  j  the  match  fo  fuddenly  conclud* 
ed,  die  inadvertent  enquiries  frohi  Lady 
Caftle  Howel,  after  a  lover,  foTuperior  to 
her  huft)and,  in  Mrs,  Forreft*s  opinion, 
were  corroborating  that  the  attachment, 
was,-  tho*  unpropitious,  mutualy^^fht  took 
leave  of  her  late  pupil  with  fentiments  of 
compaflion,  too  ftrong  to  be  confined  to  her 
own  bofom  i  thefe  (he  confided  to  a  female 
friend,  who  had  a  friend,  who  had  two 
friends,  whoie  friends  were  diiperfed,  over 
the  whole  polite  circles,  then  at  Bath,  the 
natural  confequences  of  ti$rhich  were,  that  wheix 

the 
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the  Earl  and  his  brid^  with  the  ladies  of 
their  party,  went  to  the  roomsj  in  ]thc  even- 
ing— the  mereft  Chit  there,  knew  that 
Lady  Caftle  Howel  Was  a  beautiful  young 
girl,  forced  to  marry  an  old  man,  when  Ihe 
was  breaking  her  heart  for  a  younger  one^ 
It  is  true,  her  Ladyfliip's  look  and  mannen 
poflitively  contradifted  this,  as  never  did  peace 
and  content,  more  vifibly  eradiate  a  human 
countenance,-— but  rumour's  hundred  tongues 
eftabliihed  the  faA. 

Thus  in  the  fiiU  bloom  of  health,  MritEt 
a  temper  fweet  and  lively,  a  difpoficion  to 
pleafe,  and  be  pleafed,  attached. to  her 
hufband,  by  whom  (he  was  adored,  &xA 
of  gaity  and  fplendour,  of  which  flie  was  in^ 
full  poflefHon ;  the  fenfible  world  chofe  fhe 
Ihould  be  the  mofl:  wretched  creature  living ; 
the  men  fwore,  *^it  was  pitiful,  wondVous 
pitiful,"  Ihe  was  a  charming  creature— and 
Claverton  would  have  her  in  the  end.  —The 
women  faw  nothing  in  her,  but  a  baby  face, 
which  would  fooo  be  ^oild,  by  the  quantity 

of 
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of  paint  (he  wore,  and  all  the  little  world, 
then  at  Bath,  was  fo  good,  as  to  be  extreme- 
ly agitated,  about  the  fate  of  a  young  creature, 
who  hcrfelf  felt,  and  really  was,  one  of  the 
happieft  women  in  exiftcncej  who  laughed, 
danced  and  chatted  away  the  hours,  while 
Lady  Gertrude,  and  Lady  Frances,  accom- 
panied by  their  niece,  were  vifitting  beauties 
of  the  laft  century ;  and  retracing  men,  and 
thingSi  ftow  no  more. 


■i 
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TH  E  week  thus  fpent  at  Bath,  was  in 
faft,  an  entree  into  the  greater  world, 
of  London,  for  as  every  body  vifited  the 
Caftle  Howels,  and  as  thefe  every  bodies  had 
their  correfpondents,  to  whom  they  <Wit  their 
opinion  and  defcription,  together  with  a  fiill, 
and  particular  account  of  all   the  reports,. 

true. 
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true,  and  untrue,  in  circulation  relpefting  this 
phoenomenaj  in  the  world  of  beauty  ;  and 
as  befides,  which  the  world  is  in  pofieflion  of 
fo  many  daily  bleflings,  ycleped  newfpapers ; 
before  fhe  reached  the  metropolis.  Lady 
Caftle  Howel  was  better  known  to  the  haut 
ton,  and  every  Coffee  houfe,  than  to  her 
moft  intimate  friends.—— 

Meanwhile,  Lord  Claverton  was  confined 
to  his  houfe,  a  prey  to  ill  health,  ill  humour, 
^d  unfuccefbflil  palEon.  Jofcph  Wilks  was 
ftill  prime  mhiifterj  not  that  Lord  Cla- 
verton had  an  atom  of  regard  for  Jofeph,  or 
Jofeph  for  his  Lord  i  but  as  tHe  one  was  not 
more  apt  in  planning,  than  the  other  dex- 
terous in  executing,  and  as  habit  becomes 
fecond  nature,  there  was  a  kind  of  compa£t> 
between  mafter  and  man,  which  promifed 
to  be  more  lafting,  than  fuch  compacts  gene- 
rally arc. — 

.  Jofeph,  who  was  raifed  from  a  private  in  the 
gpardsj  to  his  prcfcnt  honorable  ftation  >  tho' 

very 
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very  illiterate,   had  a  great  fliarc  of  what  is 

-called  mother's  wit :  he  was  taught  his  letters 

at  a  charity  fchool,  which  he  Icarot  to  put 

together  on  the  drum  head ;  as  he  was  a  great 

ttian's    great  man,    before  he   could  write, 

application   fupplied  the  place  qf  inftrudion, 

and  he  was  fclf  learnt  to  fcrawl  fuch  letters 

'  tis  we  have  fcen  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  j 

he  was  a  dalhing  fellow,  and  in  no  fmall 

degree  a  newfpapcr  critic,— .is  the  papers 

■  went  through  his  hands,  before  they  reached 

his  Lord,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  give  the 

firft  information  of  every  paragraph,    that 

would  amufe,  or  entertain  him. 

The  moment  his  lordflitp's  bell  rung, 
Jofeph  appeared  with  the  papers,  and  almoft 
out  of  breath  read  the  Bath  news^— • 

*'  It  is  faid  a  beaiitiful  new  made  Countcfs 
"  fighs  in  the  arms  of  her  old  Lord,  for  tke 
*'  object  of  her  firft  attachment,  and  it  is 
"  whifpered  that  Lord  C-— n  left  Bath,  in 
^  delicate  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  new 
^  married  pair,'* 

The 
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The  Ipcar  of  Ithuriel,  when  it  dctefted 
Satan  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  had  not  a  more  in- 
ftantaneous  efFe6l  on  the  father  of  intrigue, 
than  the  paragraph  had  upon  this  his  true 
fon  i  and  a  letter  from  his  friend  Mrs.  Elder- 
ton  completed  the  btofine&; 

From  the  time  Ellen  was  fcnt  to  Bath,  he 
marked  her  for  the  Aveet  companion  of  thofc 
hours,  his  conftitution  would  no  longer  per- 
mit him  to  devote  to  intemperance ;  his  whole 
heart  fixed  on  a  defign,  in  which  he  knew 
not  of  a  competitor,  he  thought  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  watch  the  fine  fruit, 
till  an  opportunity  offered  to  gather  it  for 
his  own  table.  The  more  fecure  he  had 
been,  them^M^e  vexatious  hisdifappointment; 
but  the  Bath  news  renovated  his  hopes ;  as 
to  Ellen*s  loving  Lord  Caftle  Howel,  that 
was  out  of  the  queftbo,  and  a  thoughdeis 
yowg  woman,  fharri^d  to  a  man,  ihe  did 
.  770i  love,  was  a  feirfield  for  inijigue  5  whether 
partial  to  him,  or  not,  no  matter,— the  world 
was  taught  to  believe  fo,  the  fcandalous 
chronicle  had  eftaSlilhed  the  {^^  ^d  volumes 
t  wrote 
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wrote  on  the  fubjcfl:  could  not  do  it  ^way.— 
Self  love  indeed,  was  nior  rifled  in  the  con- 
,fcioufnefs,  that  the  reports,  as  far  as  concerned 
him,   were  falie,  but  that  was  by  no  means 
an  argument,  why  they  fliould  always  con- 
tinue fo,— Dr.  Macfhean,  ftill  his  medical  at- 
tendant,  and  always  his   tool,  retained   his 
influence  inGrofvcnor-Strect — and  he  himfelf, 
rclblved  to  beconK  a  favourite  of  Lady  Mar- 
garet's,  which    he    well    knew,    thro'    his 
friend  the  dodor,  would  be  a  very  eafy  mat- 
ter, and  he  inftruifled  Jofeph>  to  be  more  in 
love  than  ever,  with  Winifred,  or  whatever 
damiti  might  h^pen  to  attend  Lady  Caftle 
HoweL 

Meanwhile  the  unconfcious  Cbxxntefs,  was 
in  raptures  at  every  thing  Ihe  fawi  the  towns, 
fo  fiiperior  to  any  thing  ihe  had  pafled  thro' 
in  Wales,  the  ekgant  accommtodations  on  the 
road,  the  relpeft  paid  to  their  retinue,  the 
grand  and  populous  avenues  to  the  metro- 
polis, were  aU  objefts  of  wonder  and  of 
^lealuce,. 

L«ord 
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Lord  Caflfle  Howers  houfe  appeared  no- 
thing extraordinary,   perhaps,  to  thofe  who 
had  feen  fomc  of  the  fuperb  edifices,  which 
adorn  the  court  end  of  the  town  j  but  it  was 
Ipacious,  convenient,  and  nobly  fiirnilhed : 
Seddori  never  credited  his  taftc  more,  than 
in  the  new  decorations  of  the  bride's  apart- 
■  tnents, — her  dreffing   room,  library,   clofet, 
and  even  powdering  room,  were  more  ufe- 
ful  than  Ihowy,  and  yet  more    tafty   than 
cither:    fhe   looked  delight,  and  gratitude^ 
at  her  hufband,  when  he  gave  her  poflcflion 
of  them,  and  the  next  day,  from  habit  of 
employing  herfelf,  was  found  very  bufy  with 
Winifred,  at  the  hour  the  knocker  was  in 
perpetual  motion ;   but  this  was  an  error  (he 
was  not  likely  to  retain ;  — fimplicity  of  drefs, 
reading,  mufic  and  work  were  foon  obliged 
to  give  place  to  more  faihionable  avocations . 
'  —the  houfe  was  thronged  with  vifitors  of  all 
dcfcriptions,  ihe  faw  a  vaft  number  of  pretty 
women,   and  agreeable  men,  who  appeared 
as  defirous  to  cultivate  her  friendfhip,  as  if 
their  very  beings    had  depended  on  her.— 

When 
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When  the  ladies^  declared  it  w<is  impoflible  to 
exift  without  dear  Lady  Caftle  Howel,  and 
the  men  fwore,  life  was  no  life,  where  (he 
was  noty  could  fhe  be  lefs  than  pleafed  ?  When 
women  of  the  firft  fafhion,  were  fo  anxiou* 
to  fill  up  every  moment  of  their  time,  en- 
croaching, even  on  the  hours  allowed  for 
meals,  and  reft,  in  drefling,  public  amufe- 
ments,  and  gaming,  the  three  grand  pur- 
fuits  of  the  fuperior  women  of  the^  age ; 
how  was  it  poffible^Z^  could  be  fo  ftupid, 
as  to  prefer  any  of  the  obfolete  amufements^ 
which  had  filled  a  long  fummer's  day,  and 
wii?ter's  evening,  in  the  mountains  of  Wales? 
had  flie  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  one 
ffiendy  one  advifer,  apt  warpped  by  affec- 
tion, not  partial  in  indulgence,  fhe  might 
perhaps  have  felefted  from  the  multitude, 
who  crouded  her  parties,  a  circle,  in  whofe 
fbciety  fhe  might  have  efcaped,  the  almoft 
inevitable  evils,  which  however  well  the 
polite  world  may  pleafe  to  be  with  them- 
fclves,  are  monfters  of  their  own  growth. 
But  Ellen  had  no  friends  ;  flie  had  only  a 
VOL.  II.  D  tender 
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tender  hufband,  aiSFeftionatc  relations,  a  pro^ 
fligace  lover,   and  a  numerous  acquaintance. 

The  points  of  the  ct)mpafs  could  not 
SifFer  more  than  the  three  ladies,  who  tm- 
dertook  to  chaprone  Ellen  into  life. 

Lady  Gertrude,  and  Lady  Frances  HoweT, 
were  toafts  forty  years  before  Ellen  was  in 
being  j  they  were  born  within  an  hour  of  each 
other,  and  tho*  in  the  early  part  of  their 
lives,  when  plcalcd  with  themfelvesy  diey 
were  ready  to  difpenfe  to  others  the  fmile 
that  glowed  from  the  heart,  to  the  coral-  lip 
of  beauty  i  they  were  never  even /^^  remaric- 
able  for  therr  fifterly  attachment  \  one  lenti- 
ment  only  feemed  to  be  mutual,  and  this 
one  was  the  fubjeft  of  their  firft  animofity. 
Their  cotifin,  a  wild  handfome  young  fellow 
of  that  age,  famous  for  his  infidelities  among 
women,  and  his  courage  among  men,  laiti 
a  bet  with  fome  of  his  diffipated  cotnpa- 
nions,  that  he  would  make  love  -  to  his  two 
coufins,  one  a  ftarchcd  prude,  the  other  a 
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wiid  troquctte,  and  be  fuccefsful  with  both ; 
he  won  his  wager  5  and  what  aggravated  the 
injury  done  two  young  ladies  of  charafter, 
■he  was,  at  the  fame  time,  aftually  married 
to  his  mother's  dairy-maid. 

His  mock  addreffers  however  were  not  fo 

^guarded,  but  the  twin  fifters  were  jealous  of 

each  other ;  and  indeed,  nothing,  but  their 

mutual  fufpicions  could  have  blinded  them 

to  the  perfidy  of  their  lover,—- 

-The  refcotment  of  the  then  Lord  Caftte 
•Howel,  and  his  family,   were  juflly  levelled 
^ainft  Mn  Howel,  but  the  laugh   of  the 
.country  was  againft  the  ladies,  and  fo  ftrong 
rtbey  perluaded   their  father  to  leave  Wales, 
aand'HYe  wholly  in  London,  which  he  did  for 
the   remainder  of  his  life ;  but  whether  the 
ftory  travelled  with  them,  whether  they  were 
.BOt  quite  fo  ch^dgniing  as  they  now  described 
^themfelAses  to  have. been  when  young,  or  whe- 
ther experience  of  the  falfe;hood  oi  inan^  fteel- 
ed  their  hearts  againft  their  fafcination,  they 
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were  now  in  the  fixty-fifth  year  of  their  celi- 
bacy i  retaining,  if  not  their  virgin  beauties, 
all  the  propenfities  that  had  formerly  diflin- 
guilh^d  them ;  perpetually  jarring,  contra- 
difting,  and  reproaching  each  other,  and 
agreeing  in  nothing,  but  their  wifli  to  difin- 
hcrit  their  coufin,  they  had  fpent  their  long 
unfocial  lives  without  love,  and  incapable  of 
friendfhip. 

Lady  Gertrude  (the  prude)  took  on  her 
to  fcled:  a  fet  of  acquaintance  for  the  young 
Countefs,  who  might  have  fat  for  Hogarth's 
piftures,  in  the  fociety  of  old   maids;  con- 
iifting  of  widows,    whofc  laft  hopes     were 
buried   with  their   huflDands, — wives,  whofc 
faces  and  manners    had  cfFeftually  fecured 
them   from  temptation,  but  whofe  tempers 
had  fufFered  the  fevereft  trials,  from  the  folly 
of  their  handfome  acquaintance  j  antiquated 
virgins,  a  few  fretfi.il  old  men,  whofe   wit 
was  out  of  fafhion,  and  a  few  as  frctfiil  who 
whifhed  to  bring  theirs  in,-— 

<*  Thefc 
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'  '^  Thcfe  now,  my  dear,"  faid  Ihe,  "  arc 
people  whofe  countenance  will  protcft  you 
from,  the  naufeous  adulation,  men  of  this 
age  pay  to  weak  young  women  5  you  will  meet 
none  of  the  bucks,  as  they  ard  called  j  none 
of  the  idle  red  and  blue^  coats,  that  annoy 
people  of  fuperior  ideas  almofk  every  where  j 
no^  what  men  you  fee  there  are  fenfiblc,  ra- 
tional beings,  from  whom  you  may  acquire 
improvment,  and  receive  inftruftion  -,  keep  to 
fuch  charafters,  and  jour  own  will ,  rcmaia 
unimpeachcd/' 

"  I  daf c  fay,*'  replied  Ellen,  colouring  ex- 
tremely, •"  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  you 
nacntion,  are  very  amiable  -,  but  I  fhall  never 
think  of  having  any  other  protestor  for  my 
charafter,  than  my  own  innocence,  and  my 
Lord's  honon'* 

*^  When  yotr  have  been  a  certain  time 
initiated  into  the  fociety  I  have  mentioned, 
you  will  think  differently, — it  is  neceffary  in 
the  great  world,  not  only  to  ie  innocent,  but 
to/eem  fo." — 

D  3  ''S^ 
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*^  BezxiAjeem  !  indeed  nmdam,  I  fliail  thihlc 
any  time  very  ill  beftowed,  that  is  devotc<4 
to  the  diftinftioR— 'to  me,  it  is  exaflily  one 
thing." 

"  Well,  Lady  Autumn  and  her  fitter,  Mife 
Pendegrafs  (both  of  whonri  I  remember  very 
handfome)  and  an  very  clever,  have  left 
their  cards,  artd  I  will  intfoduce  you  to  their 
affembly  5  you  \^ill  be  charmed  with  the  de- 
corum and  folidity  of  their  converfation>  and 
I  have  too  good  an  opinion  ofyour  underftancl-» 
ing,  to  luppofe  you  will  not  prefer  them^  to 
any  other  acquaintance  you  Can  rriake/* 

Ellen  acquiefed  with  Lady  Gertrude*^  fen- 
tlments,  who  left  her  fully  fatisfied,  flie 
would  follow  her  advice* 

"  My  filler  has  engaged  you  to  a  mighty 
fkipid  party,,  niece,'*  faid  Lady  Frances,  with 
ay outhful  afFedation  of  levity,  *^  you  will  be 
bored  to  death  >  I  never  could  bear  the 
affemblies  of  that  Lady  AjJtumn,  tho'  I.fup- 
pofe  they  are  not  now  quite  io  infufferable, 
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as  when  poor  Autumn  was  living;  what  a 
life  did  fhe  lead  that  poor  man  one  evenings 
merely  for  kiffing  my  glove." 


Kifling  your  glove  madam  !' 


"  Gallantry  child,  mere  gallantry ;  then  the 
firft  hour  after  we  were  feated,  while  Ihe 
made  tea  (ladies  made  their  own  tea  then) 
I  was  very  young>  but  I  remember  it  ex* 
tremely  well,  there  were  we  hipped  to  death 
with  her  lamentable  jealoufy, — and  as  to  Bab 
Pendcgrafs,  if  you  happen  to  fhew  your 
white  teeth  before  her,  you  are  undone  (Lady 
Frances's  teeth  were  in-^  tolerable  prcfcrva- 
tion,  which  having  difplayed,  fhe  went 
on)  firft  becaufe  her  own  (when  Ihe  had 
any)  were,  I  remember,  (and  I  was  quite  an 
urchin)  black  as  jet  j  and  fecondly,  becaufe  Sir 
Solomon  Spindle,  who  has  been  her  dang- 
ler, off  and  on,  thefe  forty  years,  will  be 
fure  you  mean  it  to  him,  and  ogle  you  ac- 
cordingly, 

D  4  Lady 
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Lady  Frances  wore  that  day,  a  new  cfcaar 
muflin  robe,  trimmed  with  Pink,  and  mon-- 
fieur  (who  was  very  famous  for  affifting  na- 
ture) had  fo  managed  the  drefling  of  her  hair> 
that  both  in  warmth  and  fize,  it  fupplted  the 
want  of  a  cap,  and  Ihe  was  at  this  moment 
contemplating  her  figure  before  the  glafs, 
which  ftilly  in  oppofition  to  her  fifter,  who 
was  rather  corpulent,  retained  a  youthful 
,  Aim  appearance,—"  take  my  advice,  and  111 
introduce  you  into  the  pleafanteftfet  of  beings 
on  earth :  Firft,  there's  Lady  Daub,  a  woman 
of  exquifite  feelings,  tho'  fhe  has  been 
obliged  to  difguife  them  a  little  on  account 
of  her  Enamel — there  I  remember,  I  firft  faw 
the  haughty,  gallant,  gay  Lothario.*' 

**  Lothario,  Madam,  pray  who  is  that  ?" 

"  Why  my  dear  that  is  Lord  Merriot,  that 
was — the  dear   duke  of— that  is — a  noble- 
man, who  has  been  in  the  pradtice  of  making 
love, .  long  before  I  was  born,  and  has  ftill  * 
fomc  new  thing  to  do,  and  to  fay,   to  every 

fine 
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fine  woman  he  meets ;  if  I  had  not  made  a 

•  • 

VOW  never  to  marry/'  ^ 

♦ 

Ellen-  could  keep  her  countenance  no  lon- 
ger; the  Earl  had  in  their  airing  thro'  Hyde 
Park,  been  flopped,  by^  this  dear  Duke,  who 
certainly  did  fay  a  vaft  number  oineWy  furprifing 
things  in  praife  of  her  beauty,  but  who 
neverthelefs'had  fo  provoked  her  rifible  facul- 
ties>  (he  could  not  help  offending  againft  the 
laws  of  politenefs,  by  burfting  into  a  fit  of 
kughter,  which  offence,  to  the  aftonilhment 
of  JJady  Frances,.  Ihe  now  repeated. . 

Now,  be  it  known  unto  all  pert,  hand- 
fome,  gigling  young  women,  the  moft  dan- 
gerous thing  they  can  do,  and  the  hardeft  to 
be  forgiven,,  is  to  laugh  at  an  old  coquette, 
at  a  time  when  (he  is  new  cJrefTed,  before  a 
glafs,  and  well  with  herfelf. . 

Lady  Frances's  litde  grey  eyes  ftruck  fire, 
flic  caft  a  contemptuous,  glance  at  our  laugh- 
ter, and  left  the  room. 

D  5  Her 
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Her  look,  and  manner,  frightened  Ellea 
out  of  her  mirth/ and   nvich  diiconcerted, ' 
flie  repeated  to  Lady  Margaret  the  whole 
cbnvcr&tbn, 1- 

"  My  aunts,"  Md  Lady  Margaret,  ^  have 
been  fo  long  immured,  at  their  Caftle  in  the 
north,  they  forget  how  times  and  fkfhions' 
alter, — the  people  they   talk    of,  are  like 
themfclves  out  of  dafe-^but  if  you  do  not 
accompany  them  in  their  vilits,  it  will  be  a 
henious  offence,  and  you  will  meet  many  of' 
the  firft  people  at  Lady   Daub's,     When/ 
once  you  have  been  prefented,  and  the  an- 
cient Ladies  gone,  you  wo Vt  mind  company; 
your  old  friend   Lord   Claverton  and  Dr. 
Macfhean  (who  both  dine  with  us  to-day)* 
when  my  Lord  chufes  to  ftay  in  his  ftudy^, 
will  make  up  our  whift  table,  and  attend  us. 
to  the  Opera ;  we  may  receive,  Md  pay  a. 
few  vifits,  but  I  wifh  this  racketting  life  was 
over,   I  am  weary  of  it,  an  hour  with  one 
agreeable    friend    is  worth  all  the    public 

places  in  town."  
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The  reader  will  perceive  the  change,  one 
friend  has  made  in  Lady  Margaret. 

Her  plan  was  worfe  than  the  old  ladies^ 
^  (hut  up  at  whift  with  *  Do£tor  Macftiean, 
Lord  Claverton,  and  Lady  Margaret,  mon- 
fterous  !"  Nothing  was  ever  fo  pleafant  to 
Ellen,,  as  the  racketting  life  Jjady  Margaret 
bad  very  lately  began  to  hate,  and  (he  (ecret- 
ly  diJfcnted  from  the  whift  propofition ;  the 
entire  confidence  (he  placed  in  her  Lord, 
made  her  long  to  tell  him  the  converiation 
of  the  morning,  but  it  was  time  to  drefs  for 
dinner.—* 

This  article  ofdre(fing  was  the  only  thing,. 
ftie  difliked  in  her  new  arrangements,  her 
<fifliabille  was  elegant,  and  (he  was  always,  even 
at  Code  Gwyn,  clean,  why  therefore  her 
hair  was  to  be  deranged,  after  it  was  once 
put  in  order, — why  one  elegant'  drefs,  was 
to  be  changed  for  another,  merely  becaufe  it 
was  dinner  hour,  (he  could  not  underftand,. 
and  was  provoked  at  fuch  a  waftc  of  time,  but. 
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this  error  was  alfo  one  that  required  a  very 
Ihort  time  to  correft.— • 

The  Earl  led  the  Countefs  into  the  draw- 
ingroondj  a  litde  while  before  dinner  was 
announced,  and  prefentcd  the  gentlemen 
both  to  her  and  his  aunts.. 

.  Lord  Claverton  trembled ;  Do6tor  Mac- 
ihean,  who  had  not  feen  her,  fmce  they  left  her, 
the  firft  time  at  Bath,  could  not  help  break- 
ing out  in  a  rapturous  exclamation,  when  he 
faw  the  beautiful  Romp  of  left  tha^n  fixtecn, 
now  changed  into  a  tall  graceful  woman, 
whofe  elegant  figure,  and  fine  proportioned 
limbs,  feemed  put  together  in  the  moflt  pcr- 
feft  fymetry^tafet  oflfa^face  as  faultlefs,  as  at 
that  inftant,  was  her  gende  heart ;  (he  had 
already  acquired  a  taftc  and  manner  va  drcfs> 
which  more  adorns  a  beautiful  woman,  xhssh 
the  moft  coftly  Jewels,  and  Ihe  derived  fronri. 
her  excellent  underftanding,  a  confidence  in 
herfeif  that  fupported  her  rank, — The  blufli 
of  modefty  fujGFufed  her  check,  at  firfl  figh.t 

of 
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of  any  ftra^igery  but  the  world  will  albw,  a 
young  lady  entering  into  high  life  in  London,, 
is  in  a  very  fair  way  of  getting  over  all  faults 
of  that  kind.— 

Doftor  Macflicah,  ftill  adhered  to  ar 
cautious  humility  ^(  manners  before  the  Earl> 
and  nothing  could  be  more  refpedlfiilly  at- 
tentive, to.  the  Countefs  than  Lord  Claverton>. 
he  alfo  contrived  without  any  appearance  of 
adulation,  to  make  his  politenefs  acceptable 
to  the  two  fpinfters,;  who  both  declared,  he 
was  the  bell  bred  man  they  had  feen  fincc 
they  left  the  north ;  another  inftance  of  Lord 
Claverton's  knowledge  of  die  human  iieart, 
fince  he  reconciled  two  fuch  contradidlions  in, 
his  favour>. 

Parties  were  propofed,   and  engagements 
^  Hiade  for  the  opera,   plays  and  mafqucrades, 
all  which  places  Ellen  longed  to  be  at. 

Lady  Gertrude  appealed  to  Lord  Claver- 
ton>.  whether  it  was  proper  the  bride  fhould 

be 
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be    fecn   about,    before  flic  was   prefcnt- 
ed. 

Lord  Claverton  did  not  exadlly  know  the. 
fentiments  of  the  reft  of  the  family,  and 
could  not  anfwer  more  pofitiyely  than,  **  cer- 
tainly, except  indeed  iace*  wain  ca&Sw" 

"  Certain  cafes/'  faidLady  Frances,,  inr- 
pauendy,  "  our  coufin  the  Duchefs  is  not  in 
town,  as  fhe  is  the  perfoa  of  higheft  rank  in 
the  family,  it  is  proper  my.  niece  {hould  be  pre- 
fented  by  her,  but  fure  there  is  no  necefllty 
fpt  us  to  keep  houfe  till  fhe  arrives.'* 

luady  Msii^aret  £iw  no  reafon  to  hurry*. 
The  Earl  wiftied  Ellen's  opinion* 

«  Oh,  don't  afk  me,  for  tho'  I  don't  know 
what  is  right,  I  fball  certainly  give  my  vote 
for  the  opera  and  plays,'* 

Lady  Gertrude  frowned,  but  as  a  favou- 
ate  finger  was  announced  for  that  nighty  with 

fuch . 
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fuch  champions  to  fupport  her.  Lady  Caftlc 
Howel  ventured  to  make  her  party,  from 
which  her  ladyfhip  did  not  however  chufc 
to  be  excluded. 

-^  Lord  Claverton  had  the  honor  to  hand  the 
bride;  the  Earl  took  care  of  his  aunts,  and 
Do£l:or  Macfhean  had  the  felicity  td  prefe 
the  fair  hand  of  Lady  Margaret. 

A 

Out  catne  the  glafles— neither  ftx,  are  irt 
tliis  poliflied  age,  fo  vulgar  as  to  fee  witb 
the  naked  eye* 

*  The  men  having  examined  every  feature,. 
with  but  one  opinion  of  her  beauty,  formed 
many  of  her  appearance,  and  attendants;, 
that  Lord  Claverton  was  a  happy  dog,  and 
that  Lord  Caftle  Howel  was  an  old  fool, 
were  fettled  points. 

"  What  an  old  ftupid  fellow !  to  let  his  wife^s 
Ibver  be  on  fuCh  familiar  terms  in  his  family," 
cried  an  emaciated  young  nobleman,  whofe 

lady 
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lady  had  recently  eloped  with  her  footman : 
"  very  good,"  anfwcrcd  Sir  Harry  Whiffle, 
*' how  would  you  have  him  avoid  it,  if.  the 
Lady  is  refblved  f " 

*'  In  that  cafe  to  be  fure/'  joineda  red. faced 
Counfellor,  "  he  has  no  refour.ce  hut  Weft-^ 
ipinfter-hall**' 

**  Oh,  damn  it  V  faid  General  Spindle,  "  he- 
deferves,it  for  marrying — what  can  a  man  ex- 
peft,  who  parts,  with,  his  liberty  ?  I  dare  fay, 
jQie  might  have  been  had  on  ealier  terms.!' 

Geheral  Spindle^  was  one  of  thefe  generous, 
creatures,    who    always     kept   one     pretty, 
woman  J.  or  another,  in  great  ftyle,  pro  bono  ^* 
publico,  he  was  duped,  bullied,  and  laugh- 
ed at,  by  half  the  celebrated  courte2;ans  of  the 
age,  but  what  of  that,  he. had  not   parted, 
with  his  lil^erty  ! 

The  Ladies  were  divided  in  their  opinion* 
of  her  beauty,  fome  thought  her  too  tajl^ 

others. 
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Others  not  tall  enough ;  with  fomc  Ihe  was 
too  much  in  the  em  bon  point,  with  others 
too  thin  5  one  thought  her  handfome,  but 
lamented  fhe  wanted  animation>  others 
thought  fhe  afFefted  intelligence  of  counte- 
nance, but  was  not  at  all  prettjr;  they  all 
however  agreed,  fhe  was  very  bold,  to  make 
her  firft  entree  into  public  .  with  a  favored 
lover— they  were  fure  fhe  was  very  impru- 
dent, but  would  invite  her  to  their  parties 
nevcrthelefs.— 

Ellen,  in  the  mean  while,  fancied  herfclf 
in  a  land  of  enchantment,  and  her  unfafhion- 
able  attention  to  the  mtufic  difgraced  her 
ftill  more  than  her  imprudence;  the  firft 
opera  was  the  moft  delightful  thing  in 
nature,  except  the  fecond,  the  third  was 
ftill  more  charming  j  and  fo,  having  been 
prefented,  under  a  load  of  family  jewels  j 
the  Queen  having  admired,  and  the  King 
feluted  her — there  was  fio  longer  an  objec- 
tion to  her  feeing  every  place,  and  every 
thing  i  and  to  do  her  juftice,  no  young  Lady 

of 
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of  fafhion  ever  made  a  more  liberal  ufe  of. 
the  bon  ton  parole  ;  her  morning  kvee$  were 
crowded     with    fafhionable    milliners,    and 
man tua- makers,  all  of  whom  had  fomc  ex* 
quifite  thing,  juft    imported,  or    invented,, 
which  no  Lady  but  herfelf  was  to  fee,  to 
whofe  civility   flie  was  too    much  obliged, 
not  to  give  an  order  -y  every  half  hour  teem- 
ed with  petitions   from  diftrefied    familiesj, 
or  verfes  from  indigent  poets  ;  every   day 
produced  a  frefh  lift  of  engagements^    and, 
every  vifit  an  addition  to  her  acquaintance. 

Lady  Gertrude  reminded  her,  of  Lady 
Autumn's  affembly,  where  fhe  found  the 
company  very  fine,  very  folemn,  and  very 
ftupid,  till  cards  a  little  infpired  them  j  flie 
cut  into  a  whift  party,  a  very  fentimental 
grave  old  gentleman,  chatted  to,  and  chaU 
lenged  her  to  bet,  in  fo  civil  a  manner,  ftie 
could  not  refufe  5  in  two  hours  flie  had  loft 
one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas — and  thea 
declined  playing,  having,  as  flie  frankly  con- 
fefled;i  loft  all  her  money. 

The 
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--  The  fentimental  Gentleman  begged  fhe 

would  do  him.  the  honor  to  make  him  her 
banker. 

Ellen  was  too  ignorant  to  underftand  his 
meaning,  he  explained,  "  what  fir,  and  fo 
run  in  debt/' faid  fhe,  with  vivacity,  "  Oh, 
no.  f  . 

The  Ladies  with  great  diificulty  concealed 

their  contempt,  the  poor  thing  was  fo  vcry^ 
My. 

Ellen  now  looked  for  Lady  Gertrudcji 
who  fhe  found  at  the  fame  tat>le  ivith  her 
friend  Lady  Autumn,  andmofl  unconfcionably 
was  ftie  fJeeced  by  her  vfery*  pld  acquaint- 
ance. 

-  i  have  loflf  aB  my  moaey,  Madaffl,  faid 
Ellen,  fhewing  her  empty  purfc,  and  laugh-  ■ 

Lady   Gertrude  fat  reddening  over   her 

cards^  without  regarding  her. 

The 
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The  other  table  was  immediately  full,  all 
parties  were  as  intent  on  their  cards,  as  if 
their  exiftence  was  at  Hake. 

I  wonder,  thought  Ellen,  looking  round, 
vhen  the  converfazzioni  begins* 

Juft  then  Lady  Gertrude  direfted  her  (er- 
Tant  to  be  called,  in  a  voice  in  which  there 
was  neither  femiment,  or  good  humour^  and 
fhe  was  haftily  quitting  her  dear  friend  Lady 
Autumn,  without  one  trait  of  antient 
friendibip  on  her  countenance^ 

Ellen  joined  her^^  ^  dear  Madam  you  would 
not  leave  me.*^ 

"  Ohx  1  forgot,  I  beg  pardon,"  and  fhe. 
ftalked  as  faft  aapoflible  to  her  carriage,  and 
the  inftant  it  moved  from'  the  door,  began 
a  regular,  and  fuccinft  account  of*  the 
games  fhe  had  played,  the  cards  fhe  had 
held,  and  the  bets  fhe  had  madej  in  all- 
which  fhe  had.  not  made  a  fingle  miftake, 

or 
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Or.  deviated  in  one   inftance  from  the  rules 

laid  down  by  Hoyle ;  that  therefore   Lady 

.  Autumn  and   Mife  Pendergraft  mufl:   have 
cheated. 

r 

Ellen  was  aftonifhedi  cheat!  Lady 
Autumn,  cheat ! 

Oh  \  Lady  Gertrude  obferved,  thai  was  no 
fuch  an  unprecedented  thing.  Lady  Autumn 
was  always  famous  for  it. 

Heavens!  thought  Ellen,  what  an  ac- 
quaintance to  preferve  ones  charafter. 

It  was  near  two  when  they   got  home, 

and  the  firft  evening  Ellen  had  fpent  from 

the  protefting  fide   of  her  fond  Lord ;  he 

welcomed  her  with  the  fincereft   afFedlion, 

and  heard  of  her  lofe  at  play  with  no  more 

apparent  regret  then  fhe  herfelf  told  it,— 

he  immediately  replenifhed  her  purfe,   and 

in  the  greateft  good  humour,  liftened  to  her 

account  of  the  manner  in  which  flic    had 

paffed  the  evening. 

I  have 
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I  have  before  faid,  Elkn's  natural  di4K>{i*- 
tion  was  lively,  it  was  perhaps  fb  to  excels. 
In  the  enjoyment  of  every  indulgence, 
that  can  render  a  gay,  diflipated  life  delight* 
fill ;  the  objeft  of  admiration  wherever  fhe 
appeared;  never  addrefled  at  home,  but 
in  the  foothing  voice  of  afFeftion,  or  abroad, 
but  in  the  infinuating  one  of  Q^ittcry  ifoUcweJ, 
imtiatedy  and  courted  by  all  the  gay  world  j 
in  high  health,  and  in  the  &U  glow  of  cot^ 
fcious  beauty  5  is  it  to  be  wondered,  that 
fpirit,  that  natural  vivacity,  which  rendered 
her  life  at  Code  Gwyn,  one  continued  iceme 
of  (portive .  amufenient,  ihould,  Jo  lituated 
in  London,  fomctimes  exceed,  the  eKaft 
limits  jQkitlifii^rMipn? 

She  was  an  excellent  mimcy  the  Earl  had 
G&.tn  been  amufed,  when  between  themfclves, 
ihe  would  imitate  his  aunts,  in  dieir  pecu- 
liarities and 'difputes.i;f0xgetting  now,  that 
although  Lady  Autumn  had,  a3  L<ady  Ger- 
trude  faid,  "  cheated  a  little,'' Jthc  was  that 
Lady's  mod  cftccmed  friend  5  that  Mifs  Pen- 

dergraft 
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xJcrgraft  was  her  conftant  correfponcfent,  and 
-had  been  in  forriwr  times  her  covfidante*,  or 
that  the  whole  oF  the  company  who  Were 
invited  on  purpofe  to  meeting  Lady  Ger- 
trude, were  her  particular  intimates:  Ihc 
fat  down,  and  with  great  clevernefs,  as  well 
as  good  humour,  gave  fo  ilriking  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  ferjonsy  manners  and  converjation^ 
-At  Lady  Autumn's  affemWy,  that  Lady 
Frances,  who  had  declined  going,  and  Lady 
Margaret,  who  had  taken  that  pretence  for 
ftayiflg  at  home,  and  the  Earl,  who  all 
knew  the  people  fhe  drfcribcd,  buift  into  con- 
vidfive  -fits  of  laughter;  even  Lady  Ger- 
trude relaxed  her  fokmn  features  into  a 
fmile. 

*'Be  merry  and  wife,"  fays  the  oW  pro- 
'  Terb,  but  Ihew  me  a  witty  creature  under 
eighteen,  who  ever  was  wife  when  merry 
encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  her  imitations, 
on  Ihc  went,  and  though  laft,  not  leaft, 
concluded  with  Lady  Gtrtrude  herfelf,  whofe 
kwaril  vexation,  before  flie    left  the  card 

tabdc. 
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table,  and  inve6tivcs  agaiiift  her  friend** 
chicane,  afterwards  were  indeed /^/Vfubjedls, 
tho'  not  wife  ones. 

Lady  Gertrude  arofe  with  indignation^ 
*'  really  Madam,'*  faid  the  enraged  maiden, 
you  have  been  taken  out  of  your  Iphere, 
you  fhould  have  been  an  aftreft,"—      \ 

Lord  Caftle  Howel  reddened,  but  Ellen's 
good  humour  was  invincible. 

^'  And  I  fhould  have  liked  it  vaftly/'  re- 
plied Ihe,  ftanding  up  and  compofing  her 
features  5  let  me  fee,  what  was  it  my  Lord 
firft  taught  me,  "  She  never  told  her  love, 
but  let  concealment  like  a  worm  'ith  bud, 
feed  on  her  damafk  cheek  i"  and  then  I  for- 
get what  followed,  fomething  about  green 
and  yellow  melancholy,  but  the  beft  was  at 
iaft,  "  fhe  fmiled  at  grief,'*  now  that's  ^  what 
lihall  always  do/' 

A  jaundiced  imagination,  fees  its  own 
colour  in  every  thing.  Lady  Gertrude  f^lt 

I     that 
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that  Ellen's  irony  was  juft,  and  well  applied, 
tho'  her  countenance. wanted  not  circumfe- 
rence, it  had  yet  a  good  deal  of  both  green, 
and  yellow  in  it,  which  all  the  wafhes  (and 
they  were  not  a  few,)  (he  had  employed  her- 
felf  and  her  woman,  many  years  in  making, 
could  not  remove ;  and  fhe  doubteS  not  but 
Shakelpeare  himfelf  was  now  introduced  to  in- 
fult  <&^r;— without  giving  the  falutations  of  the 
night,  therefore,  flie  took  a  taper  off  a  fide 
table,  and  ftalked  to  her  apartment,  leaving 
her  fitter  and  niece  laughing,  both  at  her  and 
htr  friends. 

As  foon  as  flie  was  out  of  light,  the  incor- 
rigible Ellen  took  her  taper,  and  having 
lighted  it,  with  the  fame  indignant  look, 
finifhed  her  imitations,  by  ftalking  to  her 
dreffing  room,  exaftly  in  Lady  Gertrude's 
manner,  the  Ladies  again  burft  mto  fits  of 
laughter,  but  in  feparating.  Lady  Frances  ob- 
oblcrved,  "  all  this  was  very  impertinent/' 

VOL.  II,  E  CHAP- 
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CHAP.     III. 


LORD  Caftle  Howel  had  amufed  himfelf 
feveral  mornings,  with  purchafing  a 
number  of  elegant  books,  to  furnifh  Ellen's 
library,  and  requefted  fhe  would  look  at 
themi  her  anfwer  was  as  fimple  as  true,  "  Ihe 
would  be  very  glad  to  do  it,  but  really  Ihe 
had.— Not  time," 

"  Not  time  ?''— — 


"  N^,  indeed  !  I  have  not/' — and  a  loud 
rap  at  the  door,  confirmed  in  part  the  afler- 
tion  y  it  was  a  Lady  of  high  rank,  come  to 
drop  a  card,  previous  to  an  invitation  to  her 
ball,  and  the  inftant  after  'the  Duchefs  of — 
called  and  was  admitted;  this  Lady's  vifit 
was,  it  is  true,  fhort,  but  as  -the  Countefs 
was  at  borne,  it  was  followed  by  a  fucceflion 
of  idlers,  who  occupied  the  whole  of  the 
day,   till   it  was  time  to  drcis   for  dinner — 

and 
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and  in  the  evening,  at  the  requcft  of  Lady 
Frances,  flie  accompanied  her  to  Lady 
Daub's.— 

Here  were  crowded  rooms,  and  a  numerous 
affembly  of  people  of  high  diftindlion ;  Lady 
Daub    herfelf  was  a  dowager  of    quality, 
whofc  face  had  been  literally  majked  the  laft 
twenty  years  of  her  life  \  on  that  ma(k,  tlie 
rofcs  and  lilies  were  in  perpetual  bloom  j  fhe 
had  confined  in  a   corner   of  her  manfion, 
fcveral  fine  women,  whom  ftie  had  brought 
into  the  world,  but  who,  in  no  other  fenfc, 
had  reafon  to  call  her  mather ;   they  were  too 
full  grown,  too  handlbme,  and  too  amiable 
to  be  fhewn  to  the  world ;  and  fhe  too  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  injury  fhe  did  them,  to  bear  their 
company  whjen  alone: — alone!  did  I    fay, 
that  was  a  fituation  in  which  Lady  Daub 
nevef  found  herfelf,   but   when  her   mafk 
wanted  repair. 

At  the  affembly  of  fuch  a  woman,  fome 
old  fafhioncd  readers  may  fuppofc,  few  of 

E  2  the 
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the  well  informed  cultivated  beings,  who 
credit  the  lift  of  fafhion,  would  be  found ; 
but  fuch  is  the  prevalence  of  cuftom^  fuch 
the  rage  for  diflipation,  and  fuch  the 
neceflity  of  killing  time,  that  many  of  the 
moft  amiable  of  that  defcription,  were  mixed 
in  the  tranfient  crowd  that  entered  and  retired. 

Lady  Caftle  Howel,  and  Lady  Frances, 
were  among  the  fele^  party  invited  tofupper; 
the  gay  Lothario,  was  alfo  one  of  the  cho- 
fen,  as  was  the  all  accomplifhed  Lord  Charles 
Dafti,  his  fon,  and  Lord  Clavercon. 

Lord  Caftle  Howel's  inveterate  head  ache, 
prevented  his  being  ever  in  thofe  late 
parties ; — there  was  dancing  in  one  of  the 
lower  rooms ;  a  pharo  table  in  another, 
and  the  reft  filled  with  card  parties. 

The  Countefe  cut  in,  but  her  ears  were 
attrafted  by  the  found  of  the  mufic,  and  fhe, 
as  ufual,  loft  every  thing  ftie  ftaked  ;  Lord 
Claverton  ftood  behind  her  chair.—'*  I  have 
loft  all  my  money,"  faid  Ellen,  "  fomebody 

will 
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will  have  the  goodnefs  to  take  my  place."— 
Lord  Charles  Dafti  begged  he  might  try 
her  luck  for  her. 

"  No,  pray  don't,  I  always  lofc." 
Lord  Charles  took  her  place. 

"  Oh,  Lord  Claverton,  I  am  glad  to  fee  jo«j 
—will  you  join  the  dancers  ?" 

Lord  Claverton,  with  an  air  of  tranfport, 
led  her  down  ftairs,  and  they  were  dancing 
with  great  fpirit,  when  Lord  Charles,  and 
Lady  Frances  joihed  them,  with  a  fuUpurfe ; 
*'  you  have  been  fortunate.  Lad/  Caftic 
Howcl,"  faid  Lord  Charles,  "  here  arc  your 
winnings." 

Ellen  drew  back.  Lady  Frances  explained, 
that  Lord  Charles  having  merely  taken  her 
cards,  if  he  had  loft,  it  would  have  been 
a  debt  of  honor  due  from  her;  ftie  accepted 
the  purfe  and  continued  dancing.—* 

E  3  The 
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The  reader  may  believe.  Lord  Claverton 
loft  no  opportunity  of  paying  his  court  to 
his  fair  partner,— he  did  indeed 'play  off  all 
the  artillery  of  fighs,  looks,    Ihort  abfcences^ 
and  fudden  recoveries,  &:c.  &c.  but  he  might 
as  well  have  been  at  the  pharo   table,  dan- 
cing was  an   exercife  Ellen  both  excelled 
and   delighted  in;    and  as  it  was  the    firft 
amufement  of  the  kind  Ihe  had  been  at,  fince 
her  arrival  in  town,  enjoyed  it  too  much  .to 
attend  to  the  foft  nothings  of  a  man  fo  per- 
feftly    indifferent    to    her :  when   the    laft 
dance  was  gone   down,  there  was  a  Ihort 
interval  before  fupper  i  they  fauntered  to  the 
pharo  table,  and  in  ten  minutes  Ellen  won 
the  bank;   this  was  the   firft   moment  fhe 
felt  an  inclination  to  game.  It  was  impoiTible 
not  to  be  pleafed  at  winning  two  thoufand 
^guineas,  in^  fo  Ihort  a  time  j   Lord  Charles, 
and  Lord  Qaverton»  congratulated  her  on  . 
her  fuccefs,*— fupper  was  announced  before 
fhe  had  time  to  lofe  back  any  of  her  win- 
nings, and  there  was  no  play  afterwards.-— 

'  At 
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.  At  four  o'clock  fhe  found  the  Earl  waiting 
in  her  drefling  room.— 

*^  • 

"  You  have  been  well  entertained,    my 
love,"  faid  he,  fliewing  his  watch, 

^'  Yes,  I  have  been  dancing,  and  am  <{vkt 
tired." 

'*  Dancing  f  have  you,    and    pray   who 
.  bad  the  honor  to  be  your  partner  ?" 

"  The  honor  was  Lord  Claverton^s,  but  I 
believe  he  was  heartily  tired  of  it,  for  you 
know  he  is  a  poor  creature,  and  I  would 
not  let  him  fit  down.  Oh  !  but  I  have  been  at 
cards  too  j  fee,  my  dear  Lord,  how  rich  I 
am," — taking  out  the  loaded  purfe,  a  quan- 
.  tity  of  guineas  fell  on  the  carpet  Whidi  (he 
ordered  Winifred  to  pick  up,  without  trou- 
bling herfclf  to  count  the  number;  her  pocket 
book  was  next  difplayed  full  of  notes-^this  was 
the  firft  painful  fcn.ation  the  good  Earl  had 
felt  fiace  his  marriage  -,  while  (he  continued 

E  4  lofing 
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lofing  fmall  fums,  without  caring  about 
them,  he  knew  the  rage  of  gaming  would 
not  hurt  her;  but  fuch  a  flow  of  fuccefs 
vrould  have  the  double  ///  efFcft,  of  render- 
ing her  anxious  to  obtain  it  in  future,  and 
leflcning  her  eftimation  of  the  fums  fhe 
had  hitherto  reckoned  capital— he  was  loft  in 
a  difagrceable  reverie,  when  Ellen  com- 
plained of  fatigue,  and  they  retired  to  reft, 

"  Well,'*  faid  Lady  Frances,  when  they 
met  at  four  the  next  afternoon,  for  Ellen's 
head  had  ached,  and  fhe  was  too  much 
fatigued  to  rife  before,  *'  and  how  did  you 
like  Lady  Daub  r 

Ellen  declared  (he  frightened  her.    . 

r 

*'  Frightened  you !    fhe  is    one  of  the 

pohtcft  women  of  the  age." 


"  Oh  !  I  don't  mean  her  manners,  it  was 
thatfhocking  unnatural  red  and  white." 

Lady 
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Lady  Gertrude,  who  had  not  been  cordi- 
ally reconciled  to  thfe  Gountefe,  (ince  Lady 
Autumn's  night,  fmiled  contemptuoufly, 
"  yes.  Lady  Daub's  red  and  white,  has  a  for- 
titude time  has  no  power  over." 

"  Is  (he  a  very  grave  perfon.  Madam  ?'* 
faid  Ellen, 

"  Far  from  it"  replied  Lady  Frances,  "  fhc 
is  juft  of  my  difpofition." 

"  And  of  your  age,  too  ?" 

'«  I  am  not  fo  old  as  Lady  Daub,  fhc  was 
a  woman  when  I  wore  white  frocks," 

"  Well!  I  fhould  not  have  thought  that; 
but  does  Ihe  never  fmile  ?" 

•  "  No,  I  defy  her  to  do  that,"  faid  Lady 
Gertrude. 

'^  Make  as  free  with  your  own  friends  as 
you  plcafe  fiftcr,"  interrupted  Lady  Frances* 

E  5  «Yoy 
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"You  flxould  give  that  hint  Jo  Lady 
Caftle  Howel,  fifter,"  anfwered  Lady  Ger- 
trude, fpitefully. 

"  I  give  it  to  you.  Ma'am— but  don't  you 
think    the    Duke   delightful  niece  ?  and  his . 
fon.  Lord  Charles  ? 

"  He  plays  his  cards  well,  I  dare  fay ; 
he  won  my  money  back  even  in  lefs  time 
then  I  loft  it." 

The  Earl,  on  whom  the  event  of  the  laft 
^  night  had   made  an  unpleafant  impreflion> 
now  joined,  "  but  on  the  whole,  Ellen,  how 
did  you  like  your  entertainment  V* 

"  Charming  !     delightful  !    there    were 
many  very  fweet  women,  and  fbme  agrec- 
.   able  men,   and  I  made  feveral  very  pleafant 
new    acquaintances."' 

Lord  Clavcrton  was  announced,  he  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  man,  whole  peace 

he 
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'he  was  tticditating  to  ruin,  for  his  polke- 
ncfs  to  the  Ladies  of  his  family,  and  came 
to  offer  them  tickets  for  the  profeflional 
concert, 

"  A  concert !  Oh !  pray  let  us  go,"  cried 
Ellen,  "  I  have  not  been  at  a  concert  yet/' 
The  Earl  tenderly  anxious  for  her  healtb> 
reminded  her  of  her  head-ache,  and  the  fati- 
gues of  the  laft  night.— 

One  was  gone  and  fiie  had  quite  recovered 
the  other.— r 

'«  You  complained  of  want  of  time  my 
Ellen>  had  you  not  better  devote  this  one 
evening  to  your  library  V*     ^ 

•'  Oh,  reading,  flie  was  fure  would  give 
her  \he  head-ache."  Lord  Caftle  Howel 
fighed  at  the  remembrance  of  the  happy 
days  paft  in  the  library  at  Caftle  Howel, 
but  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  oppofe, 
any   ferther,   the  wilh  of  a  wife  he  doatcd 

Ed  on> 
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on,    and  therefore    agreed    to    accompany 
her.— 

When  once  the  mind  of  a  young  woman, 
has  taken  a  biafs  for  pleafure,  unreftrained 
by  a  fear  of  confequencc-^or  a  prudential 
regard  to  expence,  it  is  in  vain  to  expedt  fhe 
will  be  either  fated,  or  even  gratified  j  amufing, 
good  humoured,  gay,  witty,  and  plealant. 
Lady  Caftle  Howel's  company  would  have 
been  courted  without  the  perfonal  charms, 
which  were  fure  to  attract  a  crowd  of  fafhion- 
able  men,  wherever  flie  appeared  i  a  round 
of  engagements  employed  every  hour  of  her 
timey  and  a  conftant  routine  ofamufements,. 
every  avocation  of  her  mindi— • 

Jofeph's  attendance  on  Winifred  was  con- 
tinued, but  with  little  advantage  to  his  em- 
ployer, for  the  Countefs  had  no  time  to  talk 
to  ber^  or  to  hear,  as  formerly,  the  wonderfuls 
flic  had  to  fay — but  his  Lordfhip*$  clofe  at- 
tendance was  talked  of  every  wbc^e,  and 
by  every  body  but  thofc  moft  conceriicd.— 

At 
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At  length  the  happy  intimation  was  given, 
that  the  Countefs  was  pregnant,  the  EarVs 
fondnefs  could  not  incrcafe,  but  his  anxiety 
for  the  welfare  of  Ellen  did,~hc  remonftra- 
ted  anxioufly,  and  tenderly,  againlt  fatigue 
•and  late  hours,  and  was  joined  by  the 
two  old  fpinifters,  who  entreated  her  to 
retire  into  the  Country.  But  the  country 
had  new  no  charms  for  Ellen* 

She  had  a  lift  of  engagements  that  would 
laft  till  the  hour  of  her  accouchment,  befidcs 
her  own  nights,  which  were  always  brilliant- 
ly attended;  but  Ihe  conftantly  promifed  to 
return  home  at  an  early  hour,  and  as  con^ 
Jiantly  broke  her  word ;  fhe  had  made  a  fet 
of  intimates  of  women,  who  were  at  the  head 
of  every  thing,  the  bufmefs  of  whofe  live^ 
feemed  to  be,  that  of  getting  rid  of  their 
hufband's  eftates,  but  they  were  women  of 

-.    » 

She  played-  hi^h,  and  her  lofles  were  fo 
frequent,  that  die  Earl, ;  with  great  delicacy, 

informed 
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informed  her  he  was  unable  to  apfwer  Fuch 
frequent  demands. 

Thunder  ftruck  and  anaazed,  (he  turned 
pale,  flie  had  judged  of  the  riches  of  her 
huiband,  by  his  liberality,  and  fuppofed  one 
as  inexhauftibie  as  the  other.—- 

Lady  Gertrude  entered,— fhe  found  heir 
near  fainting,  and  terrified  leaft  her  'diforder 
fliould  bring  on  an  e\^ent  that  would  fruit 
trate  ail  their  hopes,  drew  from  her  the 
caofc,  and  immediately  fupplied  her  with 
money  to  difcharge  every  debt  of  honor> 
with  advice  to, her  not  to  play  again^  / 

Ellen  had  feleftcd  one  among  her  acqtrain^!* 
tance,  to  whom  Ihe  was  in  the  habit  of  ipeak-. 
ing  of  all  her  affairs,  fecrets  fhe  had  nQfie^ 
the  honorable  Mrs,  Morley,  Lord  Durant's^ 
cldcftdaughter>  married  to  a  rich  banker,  with 
whom  fhe  was,  on  account  of  her  expences^ 
at  perpetual  variance;  Ellen  told  that  iSady 
what  had  happened,  ingenubufly  regr^ed 

^  her 
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her  extravagance,.,  and  refolvcd  to  leave  cfF 
play.  Mrs,  Morley  burft  into  a  fit  of  laugh- 
ter.—EUcn  could  not  divine  the  caufe  -,  her. 
friend  aflured  her,  the  Earl  was  bumming  her ; 
—he  does  not  like  you  fhould  Ipend  f<> 
much  money,  and  he  knows  the  fimple 
goodnefs  -of  your  heart  fo  well,  he  takes 
this  method  of  interefting  your  feelings  in 
his  own  caufe ;  he  muji  be  rich,  be  or  his 
,  mufty  old  fitter,  never  lived  at  any  cxpence; 
but  come,  x  we  fhall  be  late,  Mrs.  Ilewart's 
doors  arc  open  early ;  I  teazed  Morley  out 
of  five  hundred  to  day,  and  am  refolvcd  to 
be  a  bold  adventurer  to  night,  "  allons." 

Mrs.  Morley  was/hcAdi  and  lirccefsfiil, 
'-  Ellen  caught  the  infeftion,  inftead  of  pay- 
ing her  debts  of  honor,  fhe  loft  all  the 
money  Lady  Gertrude  had  given  her  ^  Lord 
Charles  Dalh>c  vs:  of  her  creditors,  walked  up, 
he  condoled  with  her  on  her  repeated  ill  for- 
tune J  but *^  heaven  isjuft>'*  cpntinucdhey*^  thofe 
charms  alone  are  more  then  Ihould  fall  to 
tt^  lot  of  one  happy  mortal,"  and  he  fcized 
.»  her 
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her  hand,  from  which  Ihe  had  juft  drawn 
her  glove,  and  with  a  freedom,  he  had 
never  before  attempted,  imprinted  on  it  a 
kifs. 

Overwhelmed  with  ihame,  regret  and 
mortification,  Ihe  wanted,  for  the  moment, 
power  to  affert  her  own  dignity. 

Encouraged  by  her  paflivenefs,  and  in- 
vited by.  the  embarraflhaent  he  knew  Ihe 
was  in  (for  Mrs.  Morley  had,  in  mere  kind- 
neis,  told  him  how  the  Earl  had  treated  her 
friendy)  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  hers,  and  draw- 
ing his  chair  near  her,  whifpered  an  inunda- 
tion of  nonfenfe,  every  period  ending  in  the 
word  love. 

Poor  Ellen  felt,  in  that  inftant,  every 
fenfation  of  anguifh,  the  lv:man  mind  could 
feel  in  fuch  a  fituation;  pride,  fhame  and  vir- 
tue, ,  ftruggled .  in  her  bofom,— her  chedc 
glowed,  but  when  fhe  looked  on  the  face 
of  the  unfeeling  infulter,   and  recollefted  fhc 

was 
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was  in  his  debt,  without  means  to  enfran* 
chifc  her  honor,  Jhame  was  predominant. 

Lord  Claverton,  conflant  to  the  fettled 
point  of  all  his  defires ;  was  an  anxious  and 
intercfted  obferver  of  this  fcene ;  he  well 
knew  Lord  Caftle  HoweFs  fortune  would 
not  fupport  his  wife's  extravagance  ;  he  faw 
with  pleafure  flie  was  finking  deeper  and 
deeper  into  the  vortex  of  diflipation ;  on  her 
propenfity  to  play  rcfted  his  chief  hopey — he 
wilhed  to  fee  her  embarrajScd,  and  in  debt, 
but  not  to  Lord  Charles  Dafli — the  defigns 
of  his  Lordfhipwert  /^^  palpable  to  be  mif* 
underftood,  and  the  eye  of  jealoufy  too  keen 
not  to  fee  through  every  difguife,— he  could 
not  bear  any  other  man  fhould  take  a  liber- 
ty he  dared  not  to  think  of;  he  faw  Lord 
Charles's  prefumptuous  hope  in  his  eyes— 
but  how  to  refcuc  her,  in  that  moment,  from 
a  fituation  fo  delperate  ? 

It  happened  that  Ellen  at  that  inftant  look- 
ed up,  her  brow,  no  longer  the  throne  of 

Momus:^ 
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MomuSy  was  contrafted  and  overcaft ;  a  tear 
trembled  on  her  eyelid,  and  her  cheek  loft 
its  lovely  bloom, — Lord  Claverton  could 
not  bear  this,  he  advanced  to  her,  and  pre- 
fcntcd  his  pocket  book — "  Lord  Caftle 
Howel,  Madaoi  requefted  me  to  deliver 
you  this,  and  expefts  you  at  home  as  foon 
as  poffible," 

Ellen  glanced  her  eye  at  the  book,  fhe 
few  it  was  not  her  huiband's,  and  her  firft 
impulfe  was  to  return  it  to  Lord  Claver- 
ton,— ^in  the  vague,  indeterminate  manner, 
in  which  flic  held  the  book.  Lord  Charles 
had  alfo  an  opportunity  of  feeing  Lord 
Vifcount  Claverton's  name ; — rage  filled  his 
lordly  bofom  ;  Ellen  met  his  eyes,  they  were 
fo  hateful,  and  his  touch  (for  he  had  again 
taken  her  hand)  fo  petrifying,  that  (he  receiv- 
ed the  book,  and  took  notes  out  to  the  amount 
of  his  debt,  and  turned  from  him  without 
Ipeaking.  Mrs.  Morley,  exulting  in  her  own 
fuccels,  declined  going  home, — the  Coun- 
tcfs,  "who  was  too  much  agitated  however 

to 
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to  ftay  for  her,  ordered  her  fervants,  and 
on  the  firft  flight  of  ftairs  met  Lord  Claver- 
ton,  *'  Oh  my  Lord'*  faid  fhe,  half  fobbing, 
.and  involuntarily  giving  her  hand,  "from 
what  a  fituation  did  you  relieve  me  !"  He 
refpe6tfully  bowed,  reftraining  every  defire 
to  imprint  his  lips,  where  ,fo  late  he  had 
fcen  Lord  Charles's.—— 

Ellen  happened  to  look  behind  her,  and  , 
faw  Lord  Ciiarles  leaning  over  the  ban- 
nifter,  Ihe  quickened  her  ftep,  arid  handed 
by  Lord  Claverton  got  into  her  carriage, 
*'  I  fhall  fee  you  foon,  my  Lord," — he 
bowed — Lord  Charles  bruflied  by,  and  the 
vis  a  vis  drove  off. 

Lord  Caftle  Howel  was  fubjedl  to  in- 
veterate head  aches,  which  obliged  him,  as 
foon  as  he  was  feized  with  them,  to  lay  down, 
during  thefe  paroxifms,  he  could  not  bear 
the  leaft  noife, — he  happened,  urtfortunately 
for  our  heroine,  to  be  in  one  of  thefe  fits  at 
her  return, — (he  refolved,  during  her  ride 

home. 
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home,  to  confefs  her  fault,  tell  him  of  Lord 
Claverton's  kindnefs,  and  vow  never  more 
to  touch  a  card ;  but  after  fleeping  on  the 
matter,  (he  found  confeffion  of  aggravated 
faults  not  quite  Jo  pleafant. — Lord  Caftle 
Howel  was  not  recovered,  and  the  repeti- 
tion of  a  ftory  fo  reprehenfible,  might  bring 
on  a  relapfe  j  the  old  ladies  complimented 
her,  on  her  early  return  home  the  night 
before,  and  flie  could  not  refolve  to  teH 
them  how  litde  merit  fbe  had  in  that  matter. 

Lord  Claverton  did  not  appear  next  day. 
It  was  one  of  her  nights,  neither  he  nor 
Lord  Charles  attended,  they  had  both  cards, 
and  were  ufed  to  be  among  the  firft,— fhe> 
however,  declined  play,  to  the  infinite  plea- 
iure  of  her  doating  hulband  j  never  were  the 
ladies  more  pleafed  with  her,  and  never  was 
flie  more  deferving  their  favour, — the  event 
of  the  laft  evening  left  an  impreffion  on  her 
mind,  which  the  more  fhe  indulged,  the 
more  fhe  was  fhocfced, 

A  thou- 
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A  thoufand  men  had  fworn  fhe  was  divine; 

had  told  her  of  the  luftre  of  her  eyes,  the 

beautiful    tranlparency   of  her  complexion, 

her  fine  turned  arm  and  Medicien  form,  her 

grace,  her  wit,   had  been  the  theme  of  praife 

from  the  million,  but  there  was  a  decorum 

obferved  in-  the  flattery,    the  harfli  ftrokes 

were  foftened  off;  the  innocence  of  her  look, 

and  propriety  of  her  manners,  awed  libertin- 

ifmj   and  in  the  midft  of  gaiety,   no   word, 

no   aftion,  efcaped,  to   mfpire  hope  in  the 

heart  of  depravity,  from  one,  whofe  life  and 

converfation  had    been  under  the  influence 

of  pure  minds,  and  faultlefs  examples :  if  ftie 

a6l;ed  without  forefight,  it  was  becaufe  fhc 

wanted  experience,  to  point  out  dangers  jhe 

did  not  know  cxifled  \  if  fhe  talked  without 

tliought,  it  was  becaufe  Ihe  was  ufed  to  look 

inward,  where  Ihe  found  no  one  fentiment 

condemned  by  confcience,  or  reftrained  by 

delicacy;    but  now  fhe  had  the  "debtors 

pillow,"  his  debafement,  his  anxiety,  and  her 

purity,   recoiled,  from  a  recolleftion  of  the 

voice  and  manner  of  the  profefTed  debauchee, 

who 
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who  had  infulted  her  with  fentiments,  as 
humiliating  as  hateful. — Many  were  the 
'times  and  opportunities,  when  Lord  Charles 
might  have  availed  himfelf  of  being  alone 
with  her,  to  give  the  converfation  the  fame 
indecent  turn,  had  he  no^;  been  reftrained 
by  refpeft ;  that  r^fpeS  fhe  had  deprived  her- 
felf  of;  and  the  confequence  of  making  her 
only  proper  proteftor  acquainted  with  his 
pr-efumption,  might  be  fatal. 

So  far  from  loving  play,  cards  were  her  • 
averfion,  before  an  inconfiderate  compliance 
with  fafhipn,  tempted  her  to  game  j  could 
they  be  lefs  fo  now,   when  the  confequence 
was  fo  injurious  to  her  peace  and  honor  ? 

Mrs.  Morley's  infinuation,  that  the  Earl 
had  been  guilty  of  duplicity,  in  his  afligned 
reafon,  for  not  fupplying  her  with  money, 
had  not  gained  the  fmalleft  degree  of  credit, 
even  when  it  feduced  her  into  fo  fatal  an 
error ;  and  now,  feated  by  her  hu/band, 
whofe  eyes  fondly  fixed  on  her,  Ipoke  ten- 

dernefs 


ELLEN.  95 

dcrnefs  unutterable,  the  calumny  pierced 
her  heart ;  and  fhe  endeavoured  to  reconcile 
her  feelings  to  her  confcicnce,  by  renewing 
thofe  attentions,  he  fo  well  dcferved,  butv 
which  diflipation  had  deprived  him  of.— 

Lady  Gertrude  hinted,  fl:ie  was  expefted  to 
be  more  with  her  guefts  ;  fhe  complained  of 
fatigue,  and  begged  her  ladyfhip  would  apo- 
logize,—the  company  were  asufualfcleft  for 
fupper  i  Lady  Caftle  Howcl  knew  nothing  of 
cxpence,'  Shat  was  the  department  of  her 

•  complaifant  fiilcr-in-law,  fhe  was  only  felicit- 
ous to  have  her  table  look  as  well,  or  better, 
than  other  perfons  of  her  rank  i  it  was  par- 
ticularly magnificent  this  night,  but  befides 
Lord  Charles  Dafh,  and  Lord  Claverton, 
Lady  Margaret  -  found  another  ahfentee^  Dr. 
Macfhean  had  not  attended,  nor  any  more 
than  the     other  gentleman,  fent  a  card  y  the 

•  company  flay'd  late,  but  Lady  Caflle  Howel's 

indifpofition  was    an   apology  for  her  early 
retiring. 

•  Ah!  howunconfciouswasfheoftheforrows 
that  awaited  her;  how  often  did  fhe  after- 
wards 
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wards  regret,  that  an  eternal  fleep  had  not 
for  ever clofed- her  eyes;  doomed  to  weep 
for  the  mere  inadvertencies  of  heedleis  youthj 
as  for  the  blackefl  crimes. 

Lord  Charles  Dafh  was,  in  relpeft  to 
modern  diflSpation,  an  improved  pifture  of 
his  illuftrious  father ;  the  moft  noble,  and 
puiflant  Duke  of  Dafhi  Marquis  Squander- 
vclt,  Vifcount  Sterling,  Baron  Dunder, 
knight  companion  of  the  moft  noble  order 
of  the  garter,  of  his  majefty's  moft 
wife  and  honorable  privy  council,  and  one 
of  the  firft,  and  moft  ancient  ornaments  of 
the  Britifh  peerage.    Lord  Charles  Dafh, 

• 

fecond  fon  to  the  above  mentioned  noble 
perfonage,  was  fix  foot  high,  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  horfe,  and  a  member  of  par- 
liament; he  fwore  fluently,  gamed  immo- 
derately, made  love  indifcriminately,  won 
more  money,  fought  more  duels,  ruined  more 
women,  and  was  more  the  things  than  any 
Lord  of  his  ftanding  in  the  kingdom :   it  is 

need- 
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needlefs  to  fay  he  was'  an  'immenfc  fevoufitc 
of  the  ladies. 

The  noble  Duke  his  father,  it  is  but  juf- 
tice  to  allow,  did  all  in  the  power  of  exam- 
pie,  to  render  his  fons.  as  famous  as  him- 
fcif,^— he  had  three  leading  traits  in  bis  cha- 
rafter, — he  borrowed  every  man's  money, 
icduccd  every  man's  wife,  and  broke  every 
man's  •  confidence,  on  whofe  weaknefs  -or 
credulity  he  could  praftifej  he  Ihortcnedthc 
days  of  two  amiable  wives,  women  of  vir- 
tue,  ^  charafter  and  fortune,  and  he  ^was  qow 
k-ept  in  the  -  moft  fervile  fubjedtion, .  by  a 
low  bred  woman,  who  had  neither, 

'  Had  Lord  Charles's  underftanding  been 
jdi^ified  fey  more  noble  purfuits,  it  would 
have  been  reipeflable,  he^^  had  read  much, 
n^de  the  grand  tour,  converted  with .  an 
clftgant  fluency^  '  not  ^  only^  in  his  mother 
toD||ue,  but  Ih  the  languages'  of  moft  of  the 
European  courts,  and  to  finifh  his  portrait. 
I'm  immenfely  rich. . 

^•vow  iir       '       F  Jn 
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In  an  age,  when  Sir  Robert  Walppk's 
axiom,  that  every  man  had  his  price,  may  be  . 
almoft  transferred  to  the  other  fex.    Lord 
Charles  Dafh'sfuccefs  will  not  be  doubtedji  but 
excels  ofdiflipation  had  fo  far  blunted  the  keen 
feelings,  which  had   carried  -him    headlong 
in  purjfgit  of  all  that   was  fair  an4  new,-. —  ^ 
it  was  not  mcrf  beauty,  no  \   nor  modcfly, 
that  coyld  now  touch  a  heart,  furfeited  with 
fwcets  I  it  niuft  be  fomething  cxtraprdinary,— 
out  of  f he  conimoii  run :  one  whofe  month  > 
he  had  followed  . -a   child  under  fourteen, 
whom  at  laft  having  purchafed  of  her  venal 
parents,  at  a  very,  high  price,  he  returned  to 
them,  and  the  town,  after  three  days  poflef- . 
lion  :  he  had  even  felt  a  momentary  defire  for 
the  Englifh  Ninon^  after  fhe  had  pafled  her 
grand  climaAeric, — the  lady,  who  well  .knew  ^ 
how  to  m^ake  the  pipft  of  hi^  folly,  aocepted  a 
handfpm/B"  gratification  for  r^cf^iving^  gn4  %. 
ilUl  handfonier  one,  {(^  difmifling  him,—   . 

•         ■  • 

He  was  invited  hy  I^y  Daub,,  ojii  the. 
firft  night  of  our  heroine'^  ai^earwi;e  afcher 

affecobly. 
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aflembly,  to  fee  a  ruftic,   whom  the  Eari.  of 
Caftle   Howcl  had  married,  for  the  avow- 
ed purpofe  of  propagating  the   fpecies^  a 
mere  girl,  ignorant,  and  inexperienced,  but . 
extremely  beautiful.—- 

He  found  her  tq  furpafs  all  he  had  expeft- 
ed  in  the  laft  ddcription,  but,  tho*  young,  . 
and  new  to  the  circle  of  fafhion,  graceful, 
eafy  and  fenfiblc  i  he  wfts  introduced  by  the 
Earl  himfel^  at  an  accidental  meeting  in  ^ 
Hyde  Park,  but  did   not  then  fee  enough 
of  her  to*  be  fure  Lady  Daub's  pifture  was 
not  overcharged, — he  was   however  a  loft 
man,  from  the  inilant  he  became  fufficiendy 
acquainted,  to  be  treated    without  referve,  . 
and  taking  it  on  the  credit  of  u^e  le  monde»  - 
doubted  not,    but  a   young  girl,  who  for  . 
riches  would  marry  an  old  man,  might,  on 
certain  conditions,  be  induced  to  intrigue  with 
a  young  one, — this  fettled  niaxim,  left  him  • 
at  liberty  to  figh,  and  look,   and  look  and  : 
figh, — to  plan,— to    reconnoitre-^— and,  >a» 

F  2  occa-* 
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occafion  offered  to  aft :  with  an  air  of  the 
utmoft  indifference  he  won  her  money,  and 
with  an  infinuating  politcnefs  offered  revenge; 
— --ftill  he  was  fortunate  5  they  doubled  flakes, 
— fate  was  ftill  obdurate  5  he  preffed  her  to 
go  on-— (he  had  already  exceeded  the  limits 
Cf  her  purfe — ihe  ventured  and  was  ftill  a 
lofcr  i— overwhelmed  with  Ihame  and  vex- 
ation, fhe  apologized  for  not  paying  him— 
he  entreated  (he  would  not  mention  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  rendered  him  happy. 

An  opening  was  made  at  the  loo  table, — 
he  afked  her  to  change  her  luck — fortune 
could  not  always  perfecute  fo  lovely  a  votary  ! 
»— he  entreated  he  might  be  her  banker,  and 
putting  his  purfe  into  her  hand,  led  her  to  the 
loo  table. 

The  party  received  her  with  every  ex- 
preflion  of  politenefs,  and  the  fecret  joy  a  cer- 
tainty of  winning  infpires-*-lhc  hardly  knew 
what  ihe  was  doing,  or  going  to  do,  flie 
however  reckoned  what  money  was  in  the 

purfe. 
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purfc,  and  (with  a  heart  aching  with  a  fen- 
fation,  which  could  be  neither  called  regret, 
or  felf  reproach,  and  yet  an  indefinable  mix- 
ture of  both,)  fat  down,  her  honorable  6-iend 
{landing  at  her  chair  back. — For  fome  time 
fhe  won,  and  inwardly  exulted,  fhe  could 
at  leaft  pay  off  part  of  her  debt  of  honor— 
fhe  arofe  and  ordered  her  fervants ;  on  look- 
ing round  the  table  fo  many  creft  fallen  vif- 
ages  met  her  eye  j  fo  many  voices  entreating 
her  ftay  i  her  fervants  not  being  ready,  and 
a  fomething  in  her  bofom  which  pointed  her 
going  with  a  large  fum,  from  a  table  where 
(he  had  fat  fo  ftiort  a  time,  as  felfilh,  fhe 
refeated  herfelf,  and  lofl  every  fhilling,  both 
of  what  fhe  had  won,  and  what  Lord  Charles 
had  lent  her  5  become  delperate  by  this  fui- 
den  turn,  fhe  played  on  credit,  till  the  indo- 
lence of  her  adverfaries  towards  herj  and 
their  eagernefs  to  each  olber,  (hewed  her  of 
how  little  confequence  Ihe  was,  in  her  pre- 
fent  flripped,  and  bankrupt  fituation,  and 
her  motion  to  go  was  no  longer  oppofed. 

F  3  Hardly 
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Hardly  abk  to  fupport  herfclfi  fht  was 
,  kd  to  her  carriage  by  Lord  Clavcrton.  It  was 
to  pay  the  debts  incurred  at  the  loo  tabk, 
I^dy  Gertrude  had  fupplied  her  ;  for  ftiame 
of  the  amount  of  the  fum  fhe  owed  Lord 
Charks,  confidence  in  his  politenels,  hopes 
•  that  the  Earl's  liberality  would  foon  enable  her 
to  pay  him,  or  perhaps  the  more  rational  de- 
fign,  of  taking  fome  fond  moment  to  con- 
fds  to  him,  and  him  alone,  her  extravagant 
.  folly,  prevented  her  mentioning  the  whole 
•amount  of  her  debt:  With  fuch  a  fcheme  in 
his   head,   as  the   fcdudion  of  the  youi^ 
Countels,  brought  nearer  perfe(9ion  than  he 
could  have  hoped,  info  fhort  a  timei  how  could 
*fo  noble  a  fpirit  be  otherwife  than  enraged, 
when  another  noble  fpirit  infinuateditfelf  be- 
tween hiiti,  and  ^is  prey  ?  he  heard  of  Lady 
Caftle  Howel's  penchant  for  Lord  Claverton, 
but  as  from  his  Lordfhip's  extrerlie  caution,  he 
appeared  to  be  rather  an  obferver,  than  an  ad- 
mirer, concluded  the  report  Was  either  untrue, 
or  which  was  juft  the  fame,  the  intrigue  over 
-—when  therefore  with  fo  little  ceremony. 

Lord 


Lord  Claverton  put  it  in  her  power  to  pay 
her  debt  ,o(  honor  to  him ;  which  to  fay  the 
truth,  had  been  done  in  fo  delicate  a  way, 
that  the  eye  of  candour  might  have  imputed 
it  to  honorable  friendfhip  j  he,  who  judged 
of  other  men  by  himfelfi  and  had  long  been 
acquainted  with  Lord  Claverton*s  difpoGdon 
and  charadler,  had  no  doubt  but  his  Lord- 
fhip's  defigns,  were  fimilar  to  his  own ;  too 
proud  for  contention,  too  peevifli  for  contra- 
diftion,  and  too  much  in  love,  to  aft  with 
feafoA  or  confiftence,  he  fet  himfelf  down, 
for  an  injured  man,  and  Lord  Claverton  for 
the  perfon  who  had  injured  him. 

The.  Vifcount's  fentim  nts  were  equally 
vindictive  ;  both  their  noble  bofoms  burned 
with  rage,  and  panted  for  revenge ;  Lord 
Charles  lent  Lord  Claverton,  a  challenge, 
which,  tho*  fighting  was  a  trade  he  had  re- 
figned,  he  accepted,  and  made  every  prepa- 
ration for  the  glorious  on-fet,  neither  of 
thefe  great  minded  noblemen,  once  recollec- 
ting, there  was  a  hufband  in  the  world,  to 

-  F  4  whowi. 
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wliom  they  were  oflFering  injuries,   humaou 
nature  could  not  bear,  or  honor  forgive.— 


»r» 


CHAP.    IV. 


THE  meeting  took  place  in  Hyde- 
Park,  at  eight  on  the  evening  their 
abfence,  fo  much  furprifed  the  Ladies  in 
Grofvenor  Street ;  Lord  Clayerton  was  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,  and  Lord  Charles  fet  off 
for  the  Continent,  till  the  event  ihould  be 
known. 

Moft  unfortunately  for  our  heroine.  Lord 
Cliarles  had  an  humble  friend,  who  flattered 
both  his  vices,  and  his  follies  j  from  this  man 
iione  of  his  great;  dcfigns,  or  atchievements 
were  concealed  i  he  had  progreffively  been 

the 
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the  confidant  of  his  admiration;  his  hope, 
his  expefbttions^  and  finally  of  his  jealoufy, 
which  with  additions^  fuggeftions  and  infe-i- 
Tences,  Captain  Durell  (not  being  enjoined  to 
fecrecy,  or  bound  to  veracity)  took  fpecial 
care  (hould  be  fully  comprehended  at  every 
breakfaft  table  in  the  fafhionable  circle ;  but 
had  not  the  affair  been  thus  en  train,  it  would 
have  been  inipoflible  to  conceal  it  from  the 
family,  whofc  honor,  and  whofc  peace,  was 
thus  wantonly  expofed  to  the.  idle  and  male- 
volent goflip  of  the  town ;  for  Lord  Claverr 
ton,  conftant  to  his  medical  friend,  had  en  - 
trufted  him  with  the  duel,  without  hinting 
at  the  caufe,  and  directed  his  attendance  in 
Ihe  Park.  ' 

Dn  Macfliean  was  not  wanting  in  medi- 
cal fkiU,  but  perceiving  from  the  fituation  of 
the  wound,  and  the  weak  conftitution  of  his. 
patron,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  dan- 
ger,, immediately  fent  for  two  furgeons,  and 
a  phyfician  of  the  firft  eminence  to  his  affifl:-* 
ance,  F  5 
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.  NiHber  were  thtfe  gentlemen  et^oined  to 
iecrecy,  (o  that  the  duel,  with  what  particu- 
lars Captain  Durell  choie  to  add,  was  not 
only  in  private  circles,  but  in  every ,  coffee*- 

houfe  in  town. 

■    .  » 

The  two  letters  we  fubjoin  were  carried  t6 
the  bed  fide  of  Lady  Frances,  and .  Lady 
Gertrude  Howel,  while  Dr.  Maclhean  and 
Lady  Margaret  were  ihut  up  in  her  ladyship's 
drefTing  rooni,  and  the  Earl  was  reading  in 
hisclofct. 

Fcr  Lady  Gerirude  How  eh 

"Lady  Autumn,  and  Mifs  Pendegrafe 
"  moft  finccrely  condole,  with  Lady  Ger- 
•*  trude  Howel,  on  the  urifortunaie  dcnou- 
"  mcnt  in  her  fiimily,'  Lady  Autumn  cx- 
**  prcffed  her  ideas,  as  delicately  as  Ihe 
«'  could  to  her  friend  Lady .  Gertrude,  on 
•^  the  unequal  affiance,  certainly  Lord 
'♦'Cattle  Howel.  might  have  found  a  bride 
"  under  the  prudeat  direftion  of  Lady  Gcr- 

«  trude. 
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*<  triidc,  mofe  approxii-nating  to  the  opinidh 
**  of  his  friends,  as  well  as  more  fuitable  ta 
f'  himfclf  5  but  what  can  be  faid  ?  Mifs  Peri* 

# 

"  deg[raft  fuppofes  a  divorce  muft  enfuc,  fti6 
^'  is  ffeocked  at  the  depravity  of  thk  age>  two 
^  illicit  Gotoesdons  at  once,  is  a  refine- 
*'  ment  on  vice,  decreed  for  the  beautiful 
Countefs  of  Caftle  Howel. — Lady  Autumn 
hopeis  the  report  of  the  Earl's  fortune  be- 
ing deranged  by  his  wife's  extravagance  is 
**  nbt  triie.**— 4^ 

•        r  :  * 

1 

.Pt?r  Lady  Frances  Howel. 

«'  DEAR  FANNY*'* 

**  I  am  dying  with  the  tootfi-ache  (Lady 
I>a«b's  tetfth  were  /f// of  Parkinfon's  manu- 
fa&oring)  "  or  Ihould  have  flown  to  you; 
***  your  fufferings,  my  dear  creature,  muft  be 
**  itt^nfe,  alid  I  feel  them  very  finterely, 
*«  but  the  thing  itfelf  is  no  more  than  1 
«*  foretold ;  if  men  will  make  wives  of  girls, 
^  1^6  fiiould  be  drefling  their  dolls^  thejr 
Ht  Aitift  cxpcft  the  confequcttces^  hut  that 

F  6  «fly 
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**  fly  dcvU,  Lord  Charles  !  I  declare>  I  am  - 
*'  ferioufly  angry  with  him,  to  take  advan- 
«  tagc  of  fuch  a  poor  fimple  young  thing  I 
^  as  to  Claverton  'tis  an  old  affair  I  find, 
"  Morley  was  in  all  her  fecrets,  adieu  comfr 
^  to  me  as  foon  as  poffible,  that  I  may  tell 
«  you  every  thing  Tvc  heard. 

Yours, 

HeRMOINE  DAUBr 

The  ladies  rubbed  their  eyes,  and  read  the 
notes  over  and  over — without  underitand* 
ing  a  fyllablc.  Lady  Frances  being  the  mofl: 
alert  of  the  two  was  foon  in  her  filter's 
room.— 


0        ■• 


*'  I  have  the-  oddeft  letter   from  I^ady 
Daub,"  fMdlhe. 

« 

:    •'  Read  this  aote  from  Lady  Autumn,^^ 
anfwered  Lady  Gertrude. 

•       '  '  ,  '.-        .    ^- 

.    Their   aftoniihment  increafed^.they,h^p« 

jried  down  ftairs^  Lady  Margaret  and  Dr* 

Macfheaa 
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Macflican  joined  them ;— the  Dodor's  in- 
formation of  the  duel  was  circumftantial,  but 
from  his  own  knowledge  he  could  fpeak  no 
further  j  each  of  the  fpinfters  ordered  her 
chair. 

At  Lady  Autumn's,  Lady  Gertrude  heard, 
that  her  niece  had  intrigued  with  Lord  Cla^ 
verton,  both  before,  and  fince  Ihe  was  mar- 
ried, that  (he  had  forfaken  him  for  a  lover, 
who  had  it  more  in  his  power  to  fupport 
her  extravagance—- that  however  Lord  Cla- 
verton  having  furnifhed  her  with  money,  to 
pay  fome  play  debts,  it  had  betrayed  the 
connexion  to  Lord  Charles  Dafh,  who  chal- 
lenged Claverton  and  killed  him.~ 

Lady  Gertrude's  aftonilhment  is  not 
to  be  expreffed,  and  prone  as  fhc  was  .  to 
take  the  worft  part  of  ^cvery  ftpry  that 
reached  her,  a  conftant  obfervation  of  the 
condudt  of  Lady  Caftle  Howel,  from 
the  inftant  of  finding  her  at  her  grand- 
mother's feetj  till  that  moment,  had  given 

her 


Ii5  £  L  L  E  K. 

% 

her  fo  difftrent  an  impreflion  of  her  heart> 
nptwithftanding  her  occafional  lerity,  tiiat: 
flic  could  not  help  treating  what  her  good 
fliends.  Lady  Autumn  and  Mifs  Pendcgrafe 
were  faying,  with  every  mark  of  iocreduli^* 

The  Ladies  were  refolved  to  convince  her 
of  her  &miiy  misfcKtune ;  they  were  perhaps 
apprehenfive,  Ihc   would    not   only   rem^ 
under  her  prefent  fecurity  herfelfi  but  com- 
municate it  to  the  reft   of  the  femily>  fw 
whofe  honor^  they  protdled,  they  were  too 
much  concerned,  t^  iiiffer  it  to  be   injured, 
by  a  wicked  young  woman;  Captain  Durett 
was  therefore  fent  for,   and  ht,  oti  audiority 
of  Lord  Chartes's  confidence,  declaji^d,  that 
he    knew    he   had    fupplied    Lady    Caftlc 
Howel  with  feveral  different  fums  of  money, 
to  a  large  amount ;  that  Lord  Charles  was 
A  man  of  the  world,  and  attached,  as  he  cer- 
tainly was,    to  the  fair  fex,  yet  it  was  not  to 
be  fuppofed,  he  would  part  fo  liberally  with 
xnoney,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  no  con^ 
>fideradon  j  the  Captain  would  be  ^eved  M 

advance 


EL  LBN.  7ii 

advance  any  thing  to  a  lady's  prejudice, 
on  mere  conjedlure  j  but  he  thought  he 
might  venture  to  afferti  Lord  Charles  knew 
in  general^  what  he  was  about  -,  with  ref- 
pcflt  to  Lord  Clavcrton,  that  matter  was 
beyond  a  doubly  and  Lord  Charles,  when  he 
fcnt  the  challeiigej  declared  to  kim  that  Cla- 
verton  intrigued  with  Lady  Cattle  HoweJ, 
who  had  jilted  him. 

Lady  Gertrude  was  really  affefted ;  •'  If 
this  be  true,"  cried  fhe,  fighing,  at  the  pro- 
bable difappointmenr  df  A  b^r  hopes. 

Triie !  Mifs  Peridegrafe  dedared  it  was 
paft  all  doube,  and  that  (he  had  always  ob*- 
ferved  a  certain  caft'of  coimtfen^nxrc  in  Lady 
Cattle  Howet  that  difgufted  bef,  apd,  be- 
lieved, (he  had  fpread  her  fnares  for  more 
than  Lord  Charles,,  and  Lord  Claverton— • 
Sir  Solomon  Spindle.-*-^. 

Lady  Gertrude  interrupted  her  with  iflv- 

patience ;  «  what  (Jay.  did^  thia ,  unfortunate 

affair 
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afFair  happen  ?*'— The  duel.  Captain  DurcH 
informed  her,  was  yefterday,  but  the  tranfac- 
tion  which  occafioned  it  was  the  day  before,' 
at  Mrs.  Stewart's.  Lord  Charles  having 
liberally  furniflied  Lady  Caftle  Howcl  with 
money,  to  pay  fome  play  debts,  accidentally 
'Yaw  Lord  Clavertori  give  her  his  pocket 
fcook  for  the  fame  purpofe.— — 

<*  Good  God  !"  exclaimed  Lady  Gertrude, 
'<  fome  miftakei  fome  inexplicable  rnyffery 
is  in  all  this,  for  I  myfelf  gave  her  ihoney 
to  pay  play  debts%e»'ftmc  day.'* 

Lady  Autumn,  and  Mifs  Pendcgrafs 
laughed  out,  at  this,  and  congratulated  their 
Triend,  on  being  added  to  the  number  of 
dupes  made  by  the  little  welch  novice. 

Lady  Gertrude  took  rather  an  abrupt 
leave,  and  ordered  her  chair  to  Lord  Cla- 
verton's,  where  ftie  found  the  ftreet  covered 
with  ftraw,  the  hall  door  on  jar,  and  the 

j)ortcr  in  waiting,  who  put  her  name  on  the 

flatej 
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(late,  but  could  only  fay,  his  Lord  was  ill,. 
\dthout  a  fyllable  that  led  to  the  informationji 
flic  was  in  purfuit  of. 

Lady  Frances,  on  her  part,  found  her 
friend's  drefling  room  crouded,  the  company 
highly  diverted  with  every  thing,  but  Lotd 
Claverton's  danger,  which  as  it  involved 
Lord  Charles  in  fome  difficulties,  was  really 
tremendous— i6^^,  itwas,  tho*  entirely  be- 
lieved, treated  as  a  thing  of  courfe,  and  from 
feeing  Lady  Frances  abroad,  half  the  com- 
pany concluded,  the  family  would  think  of 
it  in  the  fame  way  5  Lady  Daub  however, 
feeing-  her  Fanny  look  very  grave,  took  her 
injo  her  clbfct,  and  eagerly  repeated  ber 
Jl$ry.  "  Lord  Charles,  who,  dear  creaturci 
was  but  too  generous,  had  been  very  lavifh 
of  prefents  to  Lady  Caftle  Howel,  and  a- 
mong  other  things  of  great  value,  gave  her 
a  pocket  book,  in  which  were  bank  notes  to 
a  very  confiderable  amount,  that  happening 
to  fee  Lord  Claverton  take  out  a  pocket 
book  at  Mrs.  Stewart's,  he  fancied  it  like, 

and 


it4  ELLEN. 

and  indeed  it  proved  to  be  the  one,  he  had 
given  Lady  Cattle  Howel  i "  now  you  know 
Fanny,"  added  her  ladyfhip,  in  the  prettied 
lilp  imaginable,  "  that  was  too  bad — rLord 
Charles  challenged  and  killed  Lord  Claver- 
ton.  I  am  forry  the  girl  did  not  know  bet- 
ter, they  fay>  my  dear,  flic  is  with  child,  can 
you  guefs  at  the  father  i" 

Poor  Lady  Frances  could  not  fpeak  for 
fome  minutes,  but  as  her's  was  the  ion  of 
mind  that,  a  little  confcious  of  its  own  faults, 
was,  if  not  more  lenient,  more  credulous,  flo 
thofe  of  others,  ftie  implicitly  believed  the 
whole  ftory,  and  far  from  .feeling  any  deli- 
cate embarraffment  on  the  occafion,  rcfolvcd 
to  be,  if  poflible,  the  perfon  who  fliould 
firft  carry  this  pleafant  news  to  my  Lord,— • 

She  was  however  miftaken,  for  tho*  flic 
reached  Grofvenor-Street  long  before  her 
fitter— the  bufinefs  was  done. 

Mrs.  Morley,  who  could  not,  at  this  junc- 
ture, for  the  world,  vifit  the  Countefs,  was 

however 
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however  not  under  the  fame  difficulty  with 
Lady  Margaret,  having  called,  in  vhcr  way 
from  Lady  Daub's,  at  every  door  where  Ihe 
could  get  admittance  at  that  early  hour, 
and  having,  to  her  infinite  gratification,  found 
the  matter  was  paft  doubt,  and  Lady  Caftle 
Howel's  fun  fet,  fhe  ordered  her  footman 
to  rap  with  great  caution  at  the  Earl's  door, 
and  ei!iquire  for  Lady  Margaret  Howel* 

Mrs,  Morley's  name  was  announced.  Lady 
Margaret  was  for  being  denied,  but  the  Dr. 
who  could  (if  he  would  have  fpoken  out) 
have  cleared  the  matter  as  far  as  related  to 
Lord  Claverton,  had  yet  his  doubts  about 
I-iOrd  Charles  j  the  rage  in  which  his 
patron  prepared  for  the  duel,  convinced  him 
be  at  leaft  thought  \it  had  caufe  forjealoufy, 
he  was  therefore  curious  to  hear  what  Lady 
Caftle  Howel's  molt  intimate  friend  would' 
fay  on  the  fubjedt,  and  at  his  inftance  Ihc 
was  admitted. 

Mrs.  Morley  was  too  pretty  to  be  ever 
out  of  humour  with  her  own  features,  yet 

oa 
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on  fuch  an  occafion  it  was  proper  toy^^«> 
fad,  fhe  entered  with  a  demure  ftep,  and 
dpwn  caft  look,  and  being  feated,  fighed 
and  drew  out  her  hankerchicf. 

"  Lady  Caftle  Howel  is  not  up,  Madam,*' 
faid  Lady  Margaret— but,— 

f'  Oh !  my  dear  Lady  Margaret,  don't  name 
her,  poor  unhappy  woman,  'tis  all  over  you 
know,  one  can't  ever  think  of  vifiting  her  i 
but  how  are  you?  and  how  is  the  good 
Earl  ?" 

The  good  Earl  was  at  the  door,  he  was 
croffing  to  his  Lady's  drefling  room,  but  on 
hearing  her  friend's  voice,  fuppofed  (he  was 
already  down  j  at  his  fudden  entrance  Lady 
Margaret  turned  pale,  and  Mrs.  Morley 
reddened  5  his  ideas  were  cdnfiifed,  fome- 
thing  he  thought  had  been  faid  about  Lady 

-  « 

Caftle  Howel,  he  could  not  utiderftand,  and 

the  looks,  both  of  Mrs.  Morley,  and  his 

fifter,  were  alarming.— 

«  What 
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*'  What  is  the  matter,  Madam  ?**  faid  he, 
haftily,  **you  were  Ipeakmg  of  my  Ellen  !" 

"  Ah !  my  Lord,  your  tendernefs,  your 
well  known  indulgence,'*  anfwered  Mrs. 
Morley,  in  a  whining  tone,  "for  that  un* 
grateful."-^ 

Lord  Cattle  Howel  was  not  difpofcd  to  be 
trifled  with  ;  "  who  ?  what  did  (he  mean^*' 
alked  he  in  a  ftern  teVrific  voice. 


Mrs.  Morley  was  awed — (he  hefitated. 
Lord  Caftle  Howel  was  in  agojnies.— - 
'  Dr.Macfhean  then  oalmly  faid,  he  feared 

<  * 

Lord  Clayerton  w^  dying. 

* . 

**  What  b  that  to  me  ?    or  Lady  Caftk 
Howel?" 

^'  Lord  Charies.  D^fli  cMenged  him."-*- 

/■•*    - 

«  Why 
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u  YjTi^y  am  I  tortured  about  that  ?'  where 
is  my  Ellen  ?  where  ?"  his  looks  betrayed  the . 
purturbation  of  his  mind,  and  Lady  Margaret 
'  endeavoured  to  footh  him,  by  faying,   the 
Countefs  was  yet  in^  bed.—- 

Winifred  was  called,  who  faid  Ihe  was.  ia 
a  fweet  fleep,  "  cot  plefs  her." 

Mrs.  Morley  was  nqw  more  herfelf^  fhe 
fhrugged  her  ftioulders,  caft  up  her  eyes, 
and  fighed  as  if  in  deteftatibn  of  one  party^ 
and  compaflion  for  the  other.—  .    . 

«  ■  - 

"Forfo  fine  aface"  faid  the  Earl,  peevifhly, 
«*  I  never  faw  one  fo  unhappy  in  expreflion." 

Jlady  Frances  at  this  inftant  entered,  and 
^ith  a  vaft  deal  of  dignity,  took  her  nephew's  ^ 
hand,  was  glad  to  fee  him  bear  it  fo  well, 
and  afked  if  he  hkd  got  to  the  truth  of  the  ^ 
ftory,   . 

'  That  therc;  was  a  ftdry  io%t  told,  in  which 

he  was  oohcetned,  was  evident^  altho'  It  was 

4       .3  not 
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not  dcfigntd  he  (hould  undcrftand  it,  he  there- 
fore only  replied,he  would  thank  Lady  Frances 
to  tell  it  the  way  Jhe  had  heard  it,  which  (he 
very  obligingly^  did,  and  tQ  her  honor  be  it  • 
fpoken  (for  fuch  a  tale)  with  very  few  addi- 
tions of  her  own* . 

The  Earl  was  thunderftruck,  he  trembled 
with  indignatiorij  and  every  throbbing  pulfc 
bore  teftimony  to  his  feelings,  but  let  my 
reader  not  belie v?  the  horrid  ftory,  thusun* 
connefted,  and  unfupported^  could  find  Crc-* 
dit  in  his  manly  breaft — Ellen  intrigue  !  the  . 
innocent,    the    chafte,   the    modcft    Ellen !  . 
for  fo  Ihe  had  always  appeared  to  him,  (he  a 
mercenary  intriguer  !  (he  whofe  litde  foibles 
(the  effedt  as  he  believed  of  the  pernicious 
examples  of  a  dilated  age)  he  had  even 
imprudently   indirigpd  !  and  whp,  when  (he 
fignified  her  want  of  a  greater  fuoi  then  it 
was  convenient  for^^im  to  advance,  was  fo  , 
cheerfully  fupplied  by  his  aunt, — (he  accept 
money,  or  prefents  frpm  a  profefled  debau- 
chee, impombl^l    he  declared  his  life  and 

fortune' 
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•fortune  Ihould  be  devoted  to  the  fcarching 
out,  and  punifliing  the  bafe  inventor  of  To 
daring  a  calumny— He  demanded  Lady 
Frances's  Author.— 

A  whole  room  full  of  morning  vific  ors  at 
Lady  Daub'^.— 

"  AJ^d  your's  Madam'!'*, ^\  Mrs.  Morlcy. 

She  had  heard  from  fo  many,  it  wias  im- 
pbflible  to  rccollcdt :  now  that  was  a  little 
fibi  feut  as  Mrs.  Cowley  fays,  fine  ladies  don't 
rriind  fibbing ;  flie  knew  very  well,  who  had 
?old  her  i  Captain  Durdl  was  indeed  a  mar- 
ried man,  but  as  Mr.  Morley  was  a  friend- 
ly creature,  who  kept  a  good  houfe,  and  had 
often  a  fet  of  jolly  fellows  about  him,  and 
as  moreover,  Mrs.  Morley  had  a  paflSon 
for  admiration,  he  found  it  convenient  to  be 
violently  in  love,  without  the  mortificatioiijof 
difobliging  the  Lady. 

To  her  then,  as  in  duty  bound,  he  flew 
with  the  news/  as  foon  as  Lord  Charles  Yet 

off; 
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off,  by  which  means,  Mrs.  Morley  had  the 
happkicfs  to  be  one  of  ,the  firft  circulators 
of  the  ftoiy  her/elf y  and  was  aftually  the  ptr- 
fon,  who  carried  it  to  Lady  Daub's,     »  ■ 

The  Earl,  however,  fwore  he  would  not 
ftft,  till  his  wife's  fame,  and  his  own  honor 
was  aVenged«-*^e  called  for  his  hat  and  was 
going  out,  tho*  he  had  »ot  exadly  deter- 
mined where.—-* 

>  At  the  foot  of  tlie  ftairs  he  met  Lady 
Gertrude,  juft  getting  out  of  her  chair,  (6 
apparently  difordered,  fhe  was  obliged  to 
reft  on  her  iervant ;  and  occupied,  as  the  Earl 
'was,  by  his  bwn  feefings,  he  cduM  not  help 
offering  his  arm— flow  aiid  filent,  they 
^fcendcd  j  every  tongub  in  Lady  M'^rgaref  s 
drefling  rodm,  bemg  fet  going  the  iitftaijt 
the  Earl  left  it,  were  ftopped  at  his .  unex  • 
peded  return.—— 


€t 


Oh !"  cried  Lady  Frances,  "  here  is  my 
lifter^  we  fliall  now  know  \^hat  flic  has 
heard/^— . 

VQV.li.  G  ^  ^*She 
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«  She  heard  V  anfwered  the  Earl, 
"  is  the  demon  qf  dctraftion  let  loofe 
i  n  -the  world  !  do  you  fuppofe  fhe  has 
heard!"—  -  ' 

Lady  Gertrude,  with  a  deep  figh,  and  great 
gravity   of  countenance,    replied,*  fhe  had 
'heard  too  much,  and  then  enquired  of  Dn 
Macfhcan  after  his  patient. 

The  Do6tor  (hook  his  head,  and  Mrs. 
Morley  applied  to  Ifcr  felts  in  the  prettieft 
manner  imaginable. 

The,  '^  I  have  heard  too  much/*  the  figh,' 
the  fhake  of  Lady  Gertrude's  head,  almoft 
annihilated  the  Earl  i  without  underflanding 
why,  he  fat  down,  as  in  cxpedlation  of 
Ibmething  dreadful,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on 
his  aunt. 

This  was  entirely  a  family  concern ;  per- 
haps as  no  perfon  knew  the  fecret  terms  Dr. 
Maclhcan  wa«  m  by   the  favour  of  Lady 

Margaret, 
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Margaret,  he  might  be  exculable  for  flay- 
ing, but  what  detained  Mrs.  Morley  ? 

:  When  domeftic  misfoitjnes  begin  to 
be  difcufcd  before  a  third  perfon,  they  be- 
come, from  that  inftant— at  once  judge  and 
accufer  i  they  gradfy  their  curlofity,  at  the 
cxpence  of  your  feelings,  and  their  male- 
volence, at  the  expence  of  your  paflions  j  you 
cannot  withdraw  a  confidence  you  have 
unthinkingly  repofed,  without  making  them 
your  bitter  enemies ;  they  remember  the 
extravagance  you  utter  in  your  agony,  but 
forget  the  incitement, — their  pity  is  a 
triumph  over  your  misfortunes— and  their 
confoladon  an  infult  to  your  diftrefs. — Mrs* 
Morley  fancied  fhe  had  rendered  herfelf  of 
importance  fufficient  to  excufe  her  ftay, 
and  fhe  was  dying  with  curiofity,  to  hear  how 
the  family  confutation  would  terminate. 

Lady  Gertrude  however  was  more  guard* 
cd  than  her  fifler  had  been,  fhe  made  Mrs. 
Morley  a  formal  courtfcy,    and   wi  thdrew, 

G  2  followed 
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followed  by  the  Earl— IV^Irs  Morfey  rtoW 
chofc  to  be  very  attdniivc  to  Lady  Frances, 
a  fcrvant  delivered  her  fifter's  compliments, 
tnd  requefted  her  company ;  ftill  there  was  one 
lady  kjft,  the  one  fhe  came  to  condofe,  but 
fcarce  had  flic  got  a  word  from  Lady  Mar* 
garet,  before  a  fecond  mt'flenger  demarkkd 
ber  prefence  ;— there  was  nobody  rtow  but 
Dr.  Macfhean,  who  confidering  her  as  thft 
caufe  wiiy  he  was  not  admitted  to  the  fettiily 
confidence,  was  ill  difpoftd  to  inti^tafn, 
or  be  entmaked  by  her  i  he  ftiirfl  vifit  )m 
patient  he  faid:-^-^ 


cc 


Oh  !  do  let  ttit  fet  yoU  ^^c>Wft,  rtfy 
Doftor/' 


•^if  J  * 


He  gi^vdy  told  her,  his  'Own  ^M^gfe 
waited;  'fhe  had  riothing  now  for  it  but  to 
order  her  ferVant,  Sind  the  D6&o"r  hahdeil 
her  to  her  coach. 


Lady  Gertrude  had  by  thSs-tittle  eiifer^ 
on  her  hiftory,  which  Agreed  in  the  main 
>  pointe 
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points  with  Lady  Frances  i  tho  difference 
was  only  in  the  pocket  book^  which,  at  Lady 
Autumn's  was  Lord  Claverton's;  and  acciden- 
tally fccn  by  Lord  Charles,  whereas,  at  Lady 
Daub's  it  was  Lord  Charles's,  and  given  by 
Lady  Caftlc  Howel  to  Lord  Clavcrton ;  but 
all  agreed,  there  had  been  a  duel  about  the 
Counteis,  between  two  lovers,  one  of  whom 
at  Icaft  it  was  prefumed  muft  be  a  favourite* 

«  Good  God,"  feid  tlie  Earl,  impatiently, 
**  why  do  I  foflfer  my  heart>  to  be  wrung  in 
this  manner,  when  an  angel,  on  whofe  brow 
fit»  truth,  and  ingenuity,  can  and  wiU  deye- 
lope  every  tranfadioii  in  which  fhe  is  con- 
ocmedj'  tso  the  confufion  of  her  cakimnia- 
%or%  and  t»  the  fittisfd^ion  of  her  friends/' 

Heftarted  up,  and  was  eagerly  proceeding 
Do  Ellen's  room  5  Lady  Gertrude's  prudence 
^igain  (topped  him,  fte  had  revohed  all  thef 
likely  ccmfequenccs  of  this  difagreeable  bufi- 
iiefe  in  her  own  mind ;  of  worldly  wifdoih 
Lady  Gertrude  had  more  than  her  Ihare  5   of 

G  3  worldly 
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worldiy  afFeftions  nonej — the  difappdintment 
of  her  heart  had  fhut  up  every  avenue  to 
the  fofcer  attachments  j  rcfentnnent,  jealoufy, 
flighted  love,  and  wounded  pride,  had  all 
fettled  into  a  calm  and  moft  inveterate 
hatred;  fhe  had  more  pride,  more  fenfe, 
and  more  refolution,  than  her  fifter,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  tho'  in  trifles  they  were 
for  ever  quarrelling,  in  €fentialsy  Jhe  always 
carried  her  point,  not  by  the  coincidence 
(for  fhe  would  difpute  inch  by  inch)  but  by 
the  wcaknefs  of  Lady  Franccsi— 

To  the  hatred  then  Ihe  felt  for  her  per- 
fidious lover,  life  and  all  its  enjoyments  had 
been  facrificed  i  and  as  her  fitter  had  equal 
cau(^  of  dilplealure,  hers  had  been  kept  alive 
by  the  tenets,  pride  enforced,  both  in  the 
precept  and  example  of  Lady  Gertrude; 
the  hope  of  cutting  off  the  man  flic  hated, 
the  family  flie  abhored,  from  the  inheri- 
tance flie  knew  they  languiflied  after, — was 
the  firfl:  confideration  on  earth  to  her — allow- 
ing Eileo  to  be  all  flxe  had  heard,  ftill  flie 

was 
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was  pregnant,  the  main  end  of  the  Earl's 
marriage,— ras  far  as  it  concerned  her  was  an- 
fwercd ;  what  then  might  not  be  feared  from 
the  cfFeft  this  difcovery,  whether  true  or 
falfe,  might  have  oh  a  form  fo  young  and 
delicate  ?  all  their  prefent  hopes  might  be  in 
a  moment  blafted,  and  fhould  the  worft 
be  proved,   no  future  ones  could  arife. 

To  thefc  refleftlons  and  conclufions  Ellen 
owed  the  prefent  protection  of  Lady  Ger- 
trude, who  became  her  warm  advocate, 
and  pledged  her  own  honor,  for  that  Of  the 
Countefs.  The  mind  of  man  is  eafily 
perfuaded  to  credit  what  it  wifties,  the  Earl 
fondly  acceded  to  all  fhe  advanced,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  recoUedions  of  Lady  Frances, 
and  the  dead  cold  filence  of  Lady  Margaret, 
triumphed  in.  the  innocence  of  his  Countefs. 

Lady  Margaret  not  quite  fo  fanguine 
about  the  heirlhip  of  the  title  and  eftate  as 
her  aunts,-— recalled  innumerable  inftances  of 
Lord  Claverton's  admiration  of  Ellen,   and 

G  4  (priot 
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^  (pri(»'  to  h«r  brother's  vidowhood)  ^etoU 
hd  "Would  make  her  a  Vifcountels9««-^fhe  had 
even  hki^d  this  to  her  brother,   who  far 
from  being  difpleafed>  had  once  congratu- 
lated himfelf  on  having  contributed  to  the 
endowments  of  a  young  woman,  he  was  fyrc 
was  born  to  move  in  an  elevated  fphere  i  (he 
had  often  mentioned  this  to  the  Do&or,    a$ 
well  as^  her  obfervations  on  his  continued 
attention  9   but  however  ardent,  the  Doftpr's 
admiration  of  Lady  Margaiet,  he  was  not 
fubjedt  to  weaknejs  many  a  wifcr  txmijtffcri 
£oT  I  he  was  mafter  of  all  the  Ladies  fecrets^ 
but  his  own  were  Bncomeatable^-w-KeveC'* 
thelefs,  on  the  credit  of  her  own  conjedm^i 
Lady  Margaret  was  not  fo  fure  of  EUen's  ifi^ 
nocence,    as    her  brother   and  aunts  apn 
peared  to  be* 

As  to  Lady  Frances,  the  Ipirit  of  contra- 
diction was  raiied  in  her,  and  a  bench  of 
bifhops  could  net  have  infpired  her  with 
ah  atom  of  charity ;  fhe  withdrew  from  the 
confultadoo  to  her  own  apartment,  and  mads 

her 
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ker  woman  cooBdaote  of  die  ftoiy ;  this  per-* 
ibn>  who  was  a  true  waiting  maid^  could  add 
another  vtvj  Jufficims  circumftanoe— which 
was,  that  Joseph,  Lord  Claverton's  man^ 
vifited  the  Countefs^s  &vourice  woman  every 
day  of  his  life ;  Lady  Frances  returned  in 
hafte  with  this  inteUigence5  but  all  further 
proofs  had  by  this  time  become  uiflineceffary* 

Lady  Gertrude  had  exerted  all  her  powers 
«)f  rhetoric  to  carry  her  fiivorite  pomt,  which 
was  to  conceal  every  circamftance  of  die  affair 
firom  the  Counteis,  till  after  her  accouche- 
ment; — to  accomplifh  dits,  Ihe  requefted 
the  Earl  would  feign  urgent  bufinefi  in  the 
north,  that  they  might  immediately  let  out 
for  her  feat,,  where  it  would  be  impofliUe 
any  of  the  (landers  invented  againft  her  could 
reach.r 

Lord  CafUe  Howel  obje&ed  to  t^e  laft 
part  of  the  plan^  tho'  he  very  readily  acced- 
ed to  the  other>  on  the  ground>  diat  a  fud- 
den  removal  from  the  capital^  without  aa 

G  5  explana- 
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explanation,  due  to  his  wife's  injured  honor, 
would  confirm,  inftead  of  contradict  the  flan- 
der  i  but  Lady  Gertrude  was  too  deeply  in- 
tcrefted  not  to  perfift  j  how,  fhe  demanded, 
could  Lady  Cafflc  Howel's  repofe  be  undis- 
turbed, while  fuch  a  mortifying  matter  was 
in  agitation  ?  and  Winifred  paffing  the  door  at 
that  inftant,  to  anfwer  her  Lady's  bell, 
they  agreed  to  go  to  her  drefling  room,  and 
inform  her  of  the  intended,  and  immediate 
journey. — She  had  not  yet  left  her  bed 
chamber  and  the  diaoiond  ornaments  fhe 
wore  the  preceding  night  lay  on  the  toilet 
in  her  dreffing  room  j  Lady  Gertrude,  from 
a  natural  impulfe  of  female  reftlefTnefs, 
fauntered  towards  the  table,  and  tho'  Ihe 
had  feen  them  a  thoufand  times  before,  look- 
ed at  her  bracelet,  and  admired  the  like- 
nefsofthc  Earl, — who  alfo  approached  the_ 
table;  butreader,  feel  for  his  furprife,  his 
anguifh,  his  diftrcfs,  when  he  faw,  lying  in 
her  jewel  cafe,  as  he  was  going  to  depofit 
the  bracelet  in  it,  a  pocket  book  with- 
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'*  Lord  Vifcount  Claverton*'  on  the  cover; 
trembling*  he  took  at  in  his  hands,  and  on 
opening,  found  a  number  of  bank  no:es, 
which  he  well  knew  he  had  not  given  his  wife, 
his  agitadon  increafed,  he  felt  all  the  agonies 
which  ingratitude  and  ill  requited  love  can 
inflid  on  a  fenfible  mind. 

The  f^thlefs  condudt  of  his  firft  lady 
had  opened  on  him  by  degrees  ;  (he  had 
robbed  herfelf  of  his  cfteem,  and  he  was  not  a 
man  fondly  to  love  where  he  tould  not  efteem; 
before  he  fufpcfted  the  fidelity  of  the  wifcy 
he  ceafed  to  refpeft  the  woman  5  but  here  he 
bad  treafured  every  hope  of  joy  j— entirely 
confiding  in  principles,  he  thought  invulne- 
rable, in  innocence  he  had  made  it  the 
bufinefs  of  his  cxiftence  to  adore,  in  fcnti- 
nients  he  fondly  believed  came  fpontaneous 
from  a  heart  devoid  of  guile ;  how  could  he 
fupiport  himfelf  under  a  convidlion,  of  the 
ginlty  depravity  of  the  woman  he  doated  on  ? 
his  lips  turned  blue,  cold  drops  of  fweat 
rolled  down  his  forehead,  and,  tears  burft 
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from  his  efts,  unattended  by  any  oC  the 
Ibftening,  the  ibothing  fen&tion«  rrhiidi 
generally  accompany  tlicm,-^.her  voice,  gw^ 
tie  as  it  always  was,  rouied  him,  he  ftart^ 
at  the  ibund,  and  rulhed  out  of  the  foqx13^ 
the  pocket  book  in  his  hand. 

Lady  Frances  became  vociferous  in  praife 
of  her  own  difcemment,  and  her  fifter  Was 
obliged  to  ufe  force,  aided  by  her  wom^yi^ 
to  get  her  out  of  the  rooir\,  before  the 
Counted  entered. 

Lady  Margaret^  uncertsun  what  meaAircB 
her  brother  would  adopt,  tbo'  clearly 
convinced  of  his  injuries,  made  an  effort  tQ 
get  a  way  before  ihe  entered  the  drefflng 
room,  but  could  not. 

Lady  Cattle  Howel  faid,  (he  *'  beKeved  flie 
had  flept  very  late,  but  her  dreams  had 
been  fo  troublefome  fbe  was  digued  in^ 
ftead  of  refreftied,' • — Winifred  told  her  Ac 
Earl  was  there,  **  where  waa   he  gone  ?*^ 

Lady 


..X  It  &  IN*  ri^ 

Lady  Margaret  fat  pinching,  the  corner  of 
her  handkerchief  i  but  fo  engroffcd  was  Ellen 
by  her  dream?;, and  wncoiifcfous  of  any  cai^fe 
for  her  filence,— ftie  did  pot  perceive  it.— 

Lady  Gertrude  now  entered,  without  one 
psU'^Qle  of  compdSion  for  her,  whom  fhe 
efteemed  to  be  giauky,  and  knew  to  be 
I  uined ;  but  with  9^  &£cient  folicitude  about 
llfr  fevouritc  fchet^^^y  to  hidie  all  her  real 
leelings,  and  to  9Sk&  thof^  whidi  the  exi- 
gence of  tiie  iK^oment  iftight  render  moft 
politic ;  fhe  had,  in  the  flibrt  time  0ie  hs^ 
been  abfent  perfuaded  Lady  Frances  mto  the 
neceffity  of  being  quiet,  or  giyi^  up  all 
hope  of  an  heir. 

Lady  Caftle  Howd,  with  a  (mile,  which 
the  harmony  aiKi  innocence  of  her  ibul  could 
only  light  up,  gave  her  aunt  the  faluta- 
fion  of  this  morning,,  and  her  breakfafl: 
£quip)^e  beiiig  before  hcr>  defu*ed  Winifred 
10  let  the  Earl  know  flie  was  up. 

CHAP. 
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WINIFRED  returned,  my  Lord 
was  gone  out,  the  Countefs  was 
furprifed-**  what  without  feeing  me  ?"— Lady 
Gertrude  took  a  difti  of  tea,  **  fome  extra- 
ordinary bufinels,  I  fuppofe,"  continued  ihe, 
^-»'"  but  not  to  fpeak  to  me  !  this  is  really 
new,  and  I  feel  myfelf  affronted,"  Ihc  had 
a  head-ache,  and  would  pay  a  few  viGts,  and 
ride  in  the  park,  would  Lady  Gertrude 'go  ? 

Lady  Gertrude,  equally  fearful  of  leaving 
her  by  herfelf,  left  any  body  in  the  houfe  fhould 
drop  any  thing,  or  of  her  going  out,  where 
Ihe  would  be  fure  to  be  affronted,  faid, 
after  fome  paufe,  that  fhe  believed  the  Earl 
was  ingrofled  by  fome  particular  bufinefs, 
which  perhaps  could  not  be  fettled  without 
a  journey  into  the  country,  and  in  fbai  cafe, 
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as  they  ihotild  be  hurried^  it  would  be  beft 
to  ftay  at  home 

The  Conntefs  acquiefced— (he  hoped  the 
bufinefs  was  not  of  a  nature  to  vex  the  Earl^ 
and  as  to  the  journey  into  the  country  fhe 
ihould  rejoice  at  that;— her  harp  was  brought, 
(he  played,  and  fung  -,  Lady  Gertrude  liked 
mufic,  and  Lady  Caftle  Howel's  voice  was 
harmony  itfelfi  imperceptibly,  and  undc- 
fignedly,  (he  foothcd  even  the  rugged  heart 
of  Lady  Gertrude,  who,  while  (he  was  wjtrb- 
ling  a  plaintive  fonnct,  could  not  help  feeling 
fome  concern  for  the  fallen  flate  of  fo  charm- 
ing a  creature. — ^When  (he  ended  her  ipng, 
as  if  fate  was  infpiring  her  with  a  prefenti- 
ment  of  what  was  to  happen,  and  as  if  (he 

* 

knew  how  important  it  would  be  to  her  to 
make  a  friend,  (he  began  (peaking  of  her 
(ituation,  and  declared  her  refolution  to 
fuckle  her  own  infant,— a  fubjeft  fo  grateful 
to  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  addre(red,  add- 
ed to  her  cordial  temper  of  mind  for  the 
moment,  her  eyes,  *'unu(cd  to  the  melt- 
ing 
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ingmoiod/^  was  furcluii^d  \vi4i  %ftfmgm^ 
»-d  tear  aduaUy  flood  on  her  cheek. 

Lady  CaMe  Howel  faw  it — ai^  unable 
otherways  (q  aiccoQnc  for  {q^  new  an  cxhi-» 
]»itiofl4  CQucliided  her  Lord  was  iU^  *  the 
fiight  and  agony  this  fear  threw  her  into- 
is  not  to  ^  conceived  1  it  was  in  vain  Lady 
Gertrude  aiiured  her  ht  was  well;  or  that 
ihe  called  Lady  Margaret  to  witnefs  \ty 
*^  where  was  he  ?  why  did  (he  not  fee  him  ? 
why  woujd  they  not  fend  to  him  V  tears^. 
hyfterics^  and  at  length  faintings  fucceeded^ 

AsL  the  d^y  pafled,  and  no  tidings  .of  the 
Eai^,  the  Ladies  were  themfelves  alarmed  > 
night  came>  horrible  was  the  darknefs  and 
fufpcnfe  it  brought,  no  creature  in  the  houfe 
went  to  reft;  L^y  Caftle  Howel's  fbnfcs 
became  diforded,  (he  was  in  a  burning  fever, 
and  by  day  light  the  next  morning,  quite 
delirious,—— 

Meflengcrs  were  difpatched  every  way 
that  could  be  thought  of>  and  Dr*  Madhean 
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gready  recofQtnended  himfelf  to  the  Ladies^ 

by  the  fliarehe  tx)ok  in  their  mtsfoxtunes« 

On  the  third  <ky  of  the  Counttfs's  illriefs, 
which  was  every  moment  expe£bed  to  occa- 
fion  the  entire  deftrudion  of  the  Emily  hope^ 
—two  paqkets  were  Jeft  at  the  houfc,  one 
a  Uank  cover  addref&d  to  the  Countefs^  in 
which  was  inclofed  the  pocket  book,  the 
other  to  I^y  Nfor^an^,  with.  a>  letter  of 
attornejr  properly  ocecuoed^  and>  a  ihon 
A<M  ta  hift  auGfts,  icquefiting  th&n  to  pay 
every  humane  attencioa  to  the  imhappy 
womaf!>  who  bore  hi)  naQgie>  tiil  after  her 
delivery;  when  if  Lady  Margaret  conddered 
her  unwc^thy  future  perfonal  proteffcion,  one 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ibould  be  paid  to 
her  order,  provided  ffae  refigqed  the  infant 
to  his  relations  i  iaid  he  had  taken  a  ftep 
that  might  appear  unaccountable  to  them> 
with  a  hope,  and  it  was  a  unique  one,  of 
weanbg  his  heart  from  remembrances  thait 
diftrafted  him ;  when  that  was  effe^edj^  he 
ftoukl  gO'  to  Caftk  Howelj  he  defired  his 
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fiftcr  to  write  occafionally^  but  ftriftly  for- 
bad her  even  to  mention  his  wife, 

Ellen's  good  conftitution,  contrary  to  C3t- 
pedation,  and  almoft  hope,  aided  her  rt^ 
covcry,  without  the  dreaded  efFe£t,  and  flie 
was  reftored  to  fenfapons  fomething  lefs 
poignant,  tho'  painful  in  the  extreme  5  Lord 
Caftle  Howel's  abfence  was  ftill  unaccount^- 
ed  for,  in  a  way  that  could  fatisfy  her,  fhc 
could  not  doubt  his  being  alive,  of  this  fhe 
was  affured  from  all  quarters,  and  the  whole 
family  with  their  domeftics  ,proved  it,  as  there 
was  no  mourning  worn,— but  ifhe  was- gone 
abroad,— en  bufinefi  of  importance  to  him- 
felf,  that  which  was  of  confequence  to  the 
hufband,  could  not  but  be  interefting  to  the 
wife,  and  even  if  it  were  neceflary  to  conceal 
it  from  her,  out  of  kindnefs,  how  little  did 
luch  precaution  agree  with  his  total  neglect 
of  her !  Not  a  line,  not  even  a  meflfage  had 
ihe  received  j  ihe  wearied  herfelf  arid  all  about 
her  with  conjeftures :  Winifred  was  fuffered 
to  attend,  on  condition  oply  of  not  entering 
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on  a  fubjedl)  now  become  the  common  topic 
of  converfation,  even  among  the  feryants: 
Jofcph  was  forbid  die  houfe,  and  no  letters 
taken  in  but  what  were  carried :  to  the  ladles 
for  inlpedkion. 

So  entirely  was  Lady  Caftle  Howel  taken 
up  with  her  fituacion^  and^fufpence^  it  had  not 
occured  to  her  fince  her  illnefs,  that  there 
were  in  the  world  bemgs  of  any  importance 
but  her  Lord  j  (he,  who  in  the  midft  of  gaiety 
and  diffipation  wrote  once  a  week  to  Code 
Gwyn^  had  now  been  near  a  month  without 
recoUeding  there  was  fuch  a  place  in  exill* 
cncc. 

.  Ill  news  flies  fwifter  than  a  carrier  Pigeon, 
the  rumours  fpread  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Caftle  Howel,  and  from  thence  to  Code 
Gwyn  were  (hocking. 

Lady  Meredith,  who  knew  the  heart-lhe 
had  formed,  treated  them  at  firft  with  con^ 
tempt  i  but  when  poft  day  came,  and  the 
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next,  and  the^  next^  without  a  line  front, 
Elkn ;  when  the  orders  at  the  CalUe  proved 
d)e  Earl's  abfence ;  when  (he  heard  from  the 
Koulekeeper^  that  Lady  Niargai«t*s  commands 
were  pofitive  from  berfelf,  without  die  fonn 
affumcd  fince  the  Earl's  marriage,  "  as  your 
Lady  defires,'*  &c.  &c.  difmay  feized  the 
whole  famUy^  apd  days  now  palfed  widiout 
iKlmkttng  thc^  light  of  the  tan  into  die  beib 
i^artmeots* 

Young  Evelyn  had  taken  oa  him  the 
cfcrical  habits  and  accepted  a  cur^  m  a 
diftant  part  of  England :  Mr«  Meredith  chua 
deprived  of  his  beloved  companion  re&ipd 
wholly  at  Code  Gwyn,  and  attended  the 
duty  of  his  c4iUFch  from  thenoe. 

The  honor  of  his  femilf>  impeached  in 
the  chara6ler  of  that  branch  of  it,  fo  dedi> 
and  fo  diftinguilhedi  tinged  his  cheek  with 
fliame  ;  and  the  mifery,  which  is  die  &ire 
conlequence  of  a  breach  of  the  moral  dutiei 
of  fociety>  and  which)  if  guilty^  mud  b?  die 

lot 
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tot  of  the  unhappy  £llen>  filled  his  fyinpa^ 
thizing  heart  wifh  anguilh;  hours  did  the 
iniferable  family  pafs,  in  regrets  that  they 
had  fufFered  fo  amiable^  fo  dutiful,  fo  afiec^ 
donate  a  creature  to  facrifice  herfelf  for  them ; 
for  n6w,  all  the  fplendid  allurements  of  her 
tnarriage  had  loft  their  briHiaacy. 

«  Oh  !*'  faid  the  old  Baronet, "  how  happy 
had  I  been  now  in  your  lltdc  parfonage,  with 
all  my  children  about  me,  'before  dllhbnor 
liad  blailed  my  name,  with  my  age's  comfort 
blodmiilg  as  a  cherub  in  my  bdfom,'* 

"  We  had  but  a  litde  while  to  live,"  join- 
ed Lidy  Meredith,  badicd  -in  rrtre,  "that 
Kftle  ihigbt  Have  b^n  pttifed  4n  >peace  -,  we 
haVe  ndt  hidfe  mw  to  kslv^  our  "children^ 
Attn  We  (hould  hxve  had  fi^j  and  £llen^ 
dear  unhappy  Ellen!  Oh,  nly  child !  my  child, 
comfort  was  in  her  looks,  alas  (he  may 
ttow  want  comfort  hcrfelf/*-^^^^ 

*'  She  who  was  the  foul  of  innocence"  faid 
Catheriiiej  ^<  Wfoderer  breathed  ^  fentitnent 
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that  would  difgrace  the  brightefl:  heroine  of 


•     • 


antiquity, 
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Mifs  Mary  wept.-T- 

'  Agnes  declared  the  houfe  had  been  a  de^ 
lert,  fince  Ellen  was  made  a  Countefs. 

*'  Not  even  in  her  infancy,"   cbntinucJ' 
Lady  Mfcredith,  "was  fhe  fubjeft   to  the 
faults  common  in  other  children,  1  never 
knew  her  tell  a  wilful  untruth,  or  be  guilty  of 
an  aft  of  difobedience/* 

"  Difobedicncc !  my  love,'^  faid  Sir 
Arthur  "  it  was  the  pleafure  of  her  life,  to 
render  curs  happy ^  obedience  was  nature, 
in  her,  Oh  that  I  never  had  parted  with 
her." 

"  What  may  be  her  fufferrngs,  friendlcfi 
and  unprotefted/'— 

*^But  why  is  flic  unproteftcd  ?"  faid  Mr, 
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Meredith,  with  fpirit;  "if  flie  is  innocent 
Ihe/'— 

*'  I  will  venture  my  foul  on  her  inno- 
cence," .  replied  Catherine,  rifrng,  "  and  if  I 
were  aman/~ 

"J  will  be  that  man,"  eagerly  interrupt* 
cd  Mr.  Meredith,  "  I  condemn  myfelf  for 
wafting  fo  much  time  in  unavailing  forrow 
and  conjeflure,  even  if  fhc  is  guijity/'— 
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Oh !  my  dear  fon,"  cried  Lady  Meredith 
in  an  agony  of  grief,  "  do  not  cytn/uppa/e 
it;  Ellen,  my  gentle,  kind,  afTefbionate  Ellen.! 
the  orphan  child  of  my  Arthur,  his  living 
pidture !  Oh,  no,  it  cannot,  cannot  be. 

'  •  Yetthedepravity  c^theageof  which  weare 
happily  ignor  ant,  the  luxury,  the  diflipation, 
all  fafcinating,  all  potent  to  fo  young  a  mind, 
•^then  the  integrity y  the  honor  of  the  Earl. 
Mr.  Meredith  fighcd  as'^hc  made  thefe  ob- 
fervations,— 
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*'  li  you  wifli  me  to  live,  to  eidft/*  an* 
fwcrcd  Lady  Meredith,  *'  think  of  Elten^as  I 
do  i  could  a  few  fhort  months  do  away  a  life 
of  innocent  ireftittide  ?  could  the  mild,'^  the 
bchevolent  principles  of  cbriftiafstyi  tau^tt 
by  you,  with  fuch  care  and  attention  ? 
could  the  honorable  leflbns  fhe  has  imbib* 
ed  ff orti  the  lips  of  her  gf andfather  ?  could 
the  dxirhfjle,  the  precepts  -of  all  our  inofFen- 
fiv-eliVes;  cdtiid-  not  ^ll  theft: 'fupport  hef 
in  tlie  praftidc  of  virtub,  even  thota^^bjfr- 
pofed  by  a  torrent  of  vice  ?  Mr.  Meredith 
tad  iio  ^^iili  to  opjJofe^ttidfe/fertgtiihfe'hopes 
of  -tih  'mother,  his  prayer  waS,  tfeey  rttight 
be  realised;  he  propofcd  fettihg  ttff  to 
London,  to  fee,  and  knbW  htfr  Wal  fittfa- 
rion,  atf  ibon  asf  a  fiifefticute -for  his  churck 
duty  could  be  found ;  and  he  arrived  juft  as 
Ellen  was  recovered  fdEciently  to  think  of 
airmg  in  the  park.     ■ 

Her  .  intention  .  to  go  out   was  vrolcritly 
oppdfed  by  the  Ladies  6i  the  family. 
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Ellen  was  aftonilhed ;  what,  '*  not  to  air  ! 
not  to  call  on  her  particular  friend  !  hut  a* 
propos  of  friends,  bring  the  porters  lift,  — • 
aftonilhed,  as  ftie  had  been,  two  minutes 
'  before,  it  now  increafed,  not  a  fmgle  name 
had  been  left;  "  what  does  all  this  mean  ?'* 
a(ked  ihe  with  great  anxiety ;— '*  has  not 
Mrs.  Morley  been  here,  nor  Caroline  Holt 
nor  the  Wilmers  ?  nor  " 

"  Nohdy,  (6  that  you  fee.  Ma'am,''  faid 
Lady  Margaret  drily,  "  you  have  no  vifits 
to  return.^ 

There  was  fomething  in  Lady  Margaret's 
manner  which  fpoke  more  than  her  words. -^ 

^«  Well,'*  anfwered  Ellen,  fpiritedly,  "  as  I 
ice  there  is  a  myftery  I  am  not  to  develop, 
and  as  you  fay,  M^am,  I  have  no  vifits  to 
return,  I  will  at  leaft  breathe  the  frefti  air>" 
and  ihe  rang  for  her  carriage,  when  in 
bounced  Winifred,  regardkfs  of  the  haughty 
and  imperious  conftraint,  infifted  on  by  the 
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maiden  Ladies^  who,  fince  the  Earl's  depar- 
ture, had  governed  her  with  a  rod  of  iron, 

*'  As  Cotlhallbe  coot  unto  me,  my  Lady, 
he  is  come,  he  is  come,  to.  fafe  and  defend 
us  from  the  hands  of  the  PhiHiftines  j  Oh 
Lort,"flie  cried,throwingherfelf  at  her  Lady's 
feet  in  a  fit  of  devotion,  pkft  and  praift 
be  thy  name,  for  efer  and  efer, — '*  my 
prayers  are  heart,  he  is  come,  he  is  come/* 

*'  Where,  where  ?"  cried  EUcn,  darting  to 
the  door,  in  cxpeftatibn  of  her  Lord.— 

The  Ladies  were  enraged  at  Winifred's 
rebellion,  ''  who  is  come  ?  who  ?  were  you 
not  commanded  hot  to  mention  any  thing  that 
happened  out  of  your  Lady's  apartment  ?" 

*'  Oh  the  Cot  of  heaven  lorbit,  I  fhould. 
not  tell  my  poor  Lady,  fhe  will  be  deliver-: 
ct  out  of  the  paws  of  Satan  j"  at  this  mo-, 
ment  they  faw  Ellen  fainting  in  the  arms  of 
her  iincle,  and  Winifred,  inftcad  of  attcn-. 
ding  to  his  repeated  call  for  water»  crying^ 

and 
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and  clinging  round  his  knees;— the  Countefs 
had  not  doubted,  but  the  ftcp  Ihe  heard, 
rapidly  advancing  up  the  ftairs  was  her 
Lord's,  her  heart  palpitated  with  joy,  and 
unable  to  proceed  further  then  her  dreffing 
room  door,  Ihe  waited  with  expanded  arms, 
and  expecting  heart,  to  receive  him;  at 
fight  of  her  uncle,  (he  was  feized  with  a 
mixture  of  joy  and  difappointment,  (lie  trem- 
bled, and  turned  away,  but  in  a  moinent 
recovered  to  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  afFeftion, 
and  throwing  herfelf  in  his  arms,  was  afking 
after  her  venerable  parents,  when  per- 
ceiving he  alfo  had  an  afhy  check,  that  his 
eyes  were  fufFufed  with  tears,  it  diredtly 
ftruck  her  that  one  or  other  of  the  beings 
fhe  moft  loved  and  revered  were  no  more, 
the  idea  funk  in  her  heart,  and  fhe  dropped 
lifelefson  her  uncle's  bofom. 

The  old  Ladies  were  as  ufual  in  terror, 
they  blamed  Mr.  Meredith,  fcokkd  Wini- 
fred, and  were  as  bufy  about  Ellen,  as 
the  refpftive  poftures  of  hiiiifelf  and  her, 
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with  Winifred  kneeling,  and  clafping  her 
arms  round  both,  would  permit ;  Ellen  was 
conveyed  to  a  Ibfa,  and  before  hpr  recovery, 
Mn  Meredith  underftood  it  was  the  Ladies 
wifli  he  (hould  fpeak  to  her  only  on  the 
welfare  of  the  Code  Gwyn  family,  till  he 
received  further  inftrudions  from  them. 

The  wcakneft,  and  laffitude,  which  the 
late  fevere  indifpoficion  had  left  on  owr  he- 
roine, was  incrcafcd  by  the  event  of  this 
morning  j  Jife  could  with  difficulty  be  kept 
in  her,  while  Mr.  Meredith  was  ^nfwcring 
her  fond  and  anxious  inquires  after  his 
/  father  and  mother  i  one  by  one  {he  made  him 
inform  her  of  the  welfare  of  his  fillers,  and 
then  finding,  herfelf  much  exhaufted,  was 
perfuaded  to  lay  on  her  bed. — and  Winifred, 
fpite  of  her  tears,  entreaties,  and  promife 
to  obey  order  s,   commanded  to  retire. 

Lady   Gertrude  continued  with  her,  and 

Mr.    Meredith  withdrew  to  hear  the  hiftory 

of  his  niece's  diljionor,  from  two  women  dc- 

3  void 
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void  of  candour,  and  deaf  to  the  fmall  ftill 
voice  of  fennale  charity. 

The  difIipation»  extravagance^  andthought^ 
lefs  turn  of  the  young  Couotefs  were  ex-* 
aggecated  I  the  tenderoefs^  indulgence,  and^R 
unUmited  confidence  of  her  hu(band,  adduced 
in  aggravation  of  all  her  faults;  with  the 
hiAory  of  the  gaming  incident^andthe^noney 
given  her  by  Lady  Gertrude,  for  the  cxpreft 
purpofe  of  paying  debts,  ftiU  owing,  thcft 
ca^e  the  iinak  of  thi^  duel>  with  alt  its  cri^ 
naioal^  and  corrobor^t^^  tx9m  of  ctrcum^ 
fiances; 


^  • . « 


A  thunder  bolt  could  not  have  more 
(tunned  the  limple  welch  parlbn;  fuch  a 
feries  of  iniquitous  imprudence,  to  be  prac- 
tifcd  by  fuch  a  novice,  was  carrying  humajj. 
depravity  beyond  what  he  had  conceived  to 
be  in  nature  i  again,  and  again,  he  aflced, 
and  again,  and  again,  was  indulged  with 
the  heart  wounding  recital. — Dr.  Macflicart 
was  announced,  he  confirmed  every  tide  of 
the  ftory,  as  far  as  fafts   went,  but  though 

H  J  lady 


f  50  £  L  L  £  I^. 

Lady  Margaret  had^  in  a  language  he  per* 
fcftly  underftood,  convinced  him,  there  were 
unanfwerable  reafons,  why  the  Earl  Ihould 
remain  in  his  prefcnt  opinion  of  his  Lady,— 
he  had  not  the  heart  to  confirm  any  part  of 
thg  inferences  refpecting  Lord  Claverton, 
who  ftill  languiflied,  with  very  faint  hopes  of 
fccovery,  ignorant  of  the  confequences  of 
his  u^isrerfal  gallantry,  he  had  once  expreff- 
cd  his  hope  that  the  duel  would  not  injure 
the  honor,  or  peace,  of  the  Countels,  and  had 
inquired  about  her  with  much  folicitude  \  but 
the  Doftor  forbore  to  hint  at  her  fituation,Yrbm 
apprehenfion  of  the  ill  efFedbs  it  might  have 
on  him :  That  his  Lordfhip.was  a  paffionate 
lover,  was  a  fecret  he  had  long  been  mafter 
of,  but  that  he  was  (as  infered  by  the  world) 
a  Juccejsftd  one,  was  by  no  means  clear  to 
him  i  but  tho'  he  did  not  confirm^  neither 
did  he  deny^  the  fafts  laid  down  by  the 
Ladies,  and  Mr.  Meredith  left  the  houfe, 
with  a  heart  too  full  for  utterance,  tho* 
preffed  to  dine  and  make  his  home  in  Grof- 
venor  Street. 

Unmind- 
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Unmindful  where  he  was  going,  he  walk* 
cd  at  a  great  pace,  revolving  on  the  black 
tale  he  had  heard,  at  length,  tired  of  his 
thoughts,  his  walk>  and  the  worlds  he  en- 
tered a  CoflFcc-houfe  near  Charing-crofs,  and 
called  for  tea,— • 

The  hour  was  now  five;  a  paper  lay  before 
him,  the  firft  paragraph  he  read  was^ 

"  A  certain  beautiful  Cambrian  XTountels, 
"  ijs  recovered  from  her  indifpofition,  with- 
'^'  out  any  very  fatal  confequcnces ;  a  divorce 
"^  will  immediately  take  place,  when  tlie 
*'  frail  fair,  is  expefted  to  abandon  her  cherc 
"  amie,  LordC — n,  and  march  under  the 
*^^  banner  of  a  noble  foldier/'— 

ft 

Captain  Durell  happened  to    (it  in   the 
next  feat,  and  read  the  fame  paragraph  in^ 
another  paper,  with  great  volubility,  to  an 
elderly  gendeman  ;  no  man  in  fa£k  could  be 
*fo  well  qualified  for  a  public  reading  of  the 
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faid  paragraph,  as  he  was  the  fabricator  df  it 
himfclf. 

"  Da  you  think  Xord  Charks  wiU  marry 
her  ?"  feid  the  eiderlj-  gentleman. 

"  Marry,"  replied  the  Captain, "  for  alktle 
i7hile>  perhaps  5  no,  no,  my  fricnd>  Lord 
Charles,  is  not  to  be  fo  taken  in  I  haye  a  letter 
from  him  in  my  pocket,  which  explains  his 

f«ntimerq;3  pretty  ckarly  on  diac  head**^ 

* 

Meredith's  welch  blood  was  boiling,  h^ 
could  no  longer  contain  bimielf  ^  ^*  ^e  »r 
that  letter^  fir,*^  and  fads  eyes  flaflied  firc^-^^ 

"  Sir  !"  exclaimed  the  Captain.— 

"  I  afk  your  pardon,  fir,  but;  it  is  of  im- 
portance for  me  to  fee  the  letter,  you  (ay  you 
have  from  Lord  Charles  Dafh,  relative  to*' 
here  fortunately  his  emotion  was  too 
ftrong  for  fpeech.  Fie  Attempted  to  finilh, 
but  the  effort  died  on  his  parched  tongue. 

The 
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The  Captain  eyed  him  jfrom  top  to  toe,, 
turned  on  his  heel>.  whiftled  an  italilan  air^.* 
and  left  the  coflfee-room,— 

Meredith  arofe  to  follow  him^  but  the 
tremor  of  his  foul  fhook  every  limb,  and  hp 
refiimed  his  feat  almoft  breathlefs*. 

The  gendeman  who  had  been  fpcating  ta 
the  Ciaptain^  now  with  great  apparent  good 
humour  addrefled  him*. 

^  The  Captain  is.  very  profiife  in  h& 
communications;  Lord  Charles  has  an^ex^ 
cellent  confidante..— Meredith  groaned. 

•*  You  know  the  Lady  pephaps^"— a  dtep*^ 
crgroanr— 

*^  She  is  verf'handibme^  but  her  affair 
^ith  Claverton  was  known  before  that  old 
fool.  Cattle  Howel  married  her — he  is  ruin*- 
cd,  they  fay,"  a  third  groan. 

^^  Her  extravagance  was  mthaut  bounds^  I* 

have  known  her  lofe  •  thoufands  at  a  fitting.  ' 
Have  youany  letters  for  me  waiter  ?" 

H  5:  **  None^ 
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.  "  None,  fir,";  "  vpry  bard  that  ;'^  tunling 
to  Mr.  Meredith,  he  cojitinuedj  "  Thcfe 
fine  women  give  a  man  a  daipned  .  dial  of 
trouble,  but  if  one  gets  them  at  laft,  the 
trouble  you  know,  fir  (winking)  is  amply  re- 
paid,"   , 

I  Meredith,  for,  the  firft:  time,  felt  a  fovercign 
contempt  for  the  folly  of  the  fex,  who.  could 
facrifice  to  "the  vice  or  vanity  of  fo  defpica- 
ble  a  being,  he  arofe"  and  was  leaving  the 
houfey  when  he-  heard  the  veteran  ^y  ao 
jjnother  gentleoian,  /    ; 

ff 

*^  Poor  fellow,  fome  relation  of  Lady 
Caftle  -Howel's  I  km  fare,  fhe  is  like  hims 
devililh  fine  creature,  do  you  know  "her? 

'•  .    .. 

The  perfon  anfwercd  *'  he  had  not  the. 
honor." 

"Damned  extravagant,  fliould  have  had 

her  myfcif clfe."-*       .    . 

,  Meredith V 
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Meredith's  firft  impulfe  was  to  return  and 
chaftife  the  foIly>  as  well  as  wickednefs>  of 
the  hoary  braggard,  but  a  moment's  reflec- 
tion, and  a  recoUeftion  of  his  facred  func- 
tion, foothed  him  into  the  patient  bearing 
.of  an  evil,  for  which,  in  its  prefcnt  ftate,  he 
iawno  remedy. 

BlaftcQ  in  her  charafter,  abandoned  by  her 
hufband,  what  hope  of  happineft  or  peace 
to  her,  in  a  world  where  ftic  was  delpifed  ? 
What  hope  of  falvation  to  the  foul,  where 
once  every  virtue  lived,  but  from  a  feclufioa 
from  the  vanities  that  had  undone  her*«— 

He  came  to  Ix^ndon  intent  on  vindica« 
ting  her  innocence,  of  clearing  her  fame, 
bot  the  fadls  were  too  glaring  to  doubt  or 
difprove,  "Unhappy  girl!"  he  exclaimed; 
as  he  touched  the  knocker  of  Lord  Caftle 
Howel's  door,  "  how  fhall  I  carry  thy 
ihame  to  the  hearts  of  my  parents,  ?  yet 
there  it  muft  be  buried. 

H  6  He 


He  was  admitted  to  the  eating  roomy 
the  family  were  at  dinner,  he  was  invited 
to  join  them>  but  Wis  heart  was  too  full  to 
rfiink  of  eating,  he  declined  the  invitation^ 
and  retired  to  an  adjoining  room.. 

Winifred,  who  had  not  ceafed  watching 
the  door,  from  the  time  he  went  out,  now 
.  came  in  on  dptoe^  her  tje%  fwollciv  and  in. 
evident  fear  of  interruption* 

**  Cot  plefs  our  dear  reverent,*''  fobbed  fhe,, 
bathing  his  hand  with  tears,  "  for  the  lofe  of 
Cot  take  us  with  yoii  to  Code  Gwyn,  let  us 
CO  from  the  tribe  of  fero>  Oh !  my  tear 
Lady-"— 

"  Ay,  Winifred,  your  Lady  and  you  hav« 
made  a  fad  hand  of  it,-«*you  have  a£ted 
very  unwifely." 

^*yes,  indeed.  Cot  help  us,  We  hare 
brought  our  pigs  to  a  fine  n-'»rketj  there's 
jMr.  Joftph's  poor  Lort  is  dying,  Oh!" 
(weeping)  «  if  my  Lady  knew  it  fhc 
would  preak  her  heart." 

« In- 
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^'Indeed  I"         ' 

•*  Yes,  inteet,,  and  here's  ow  Lord  gone 
away  Cot  knows  where,,  and  there's  the  two. 
crols  ould  tiviels,— -and  Lady  Margaret,:  and; 
Dr.  Macfhean,  ftich  a  crew — ^and  to  be  fure 
I  muft  not  fay  my  foul's  my  own  ^  no  more 
it  is,  inteet^  nor  potfy  neither^  Cot  help  us,, 
and  fcnd^  us  back  to  Code  Gwyn  *.  Cot  he 
knows  I  had  rather  knit  and  fpin  all  day,  thm^ 
live  here  inthis  cumbuftion,  and  as  to  my  Lady^ 
'tis  no  kindnefs  to  her,  that  keeps  her  here*^ 
Lady  Margaret  fays,,  and  Cotkhows  fbe  is  as 
fad  as  the  beft,.  fo  ftic  need  not  give  her  prib- 
bles  and  prabbles ;  fhe  bad  better  mind  how  the 
J)oSor  gets  in  and  out  of  her  chamber,,  but 
Cot  help  us  farvants,.  we  muft  hear  and  fe^^ 
and  fay  nothing."-— 


»». 


**  But  what  does  Lady  Margaret  fay  I 


"  Cot  rotb^r,  a  nafty  painted  old  belzibuB^: 
flie  fays  as.  my  Lady  fliall  put  off  her 
Ladyfiiip,  and    troop  >  to  her  eld  hole    at 

Code 
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Code  Gwyn,  bccaufe,  as  why,  'tis  the  fitteft 
place,  as  foon  as  (he  has  brought  to  bed, 
if  the  child  (pray  Cot  blefs  the  baby)  is  a  gid, 
and  take  her  brat  with  her,  and  if  (by  cracc 
C|f  Cot)  the  dear  baby,  is  a  LiOrd ;  why  then 
tl^e  old  ones  are  to  carry  him  away^  and  fi> 
p^rt  rtibther  and  child"— ^ 

"  And  did  you  hear  Lady  Margaret  fay 
allrfiis?" 

,   "  That  I  did,  and  Fll  take  my  affadaviti 
^  and  befidc."— 

The  dinner  party  being  now  broke  up, 

Winifred  made   her,  efcape,    praying  that 

*  tjie  reverend  wouU  take  her,  and  her  Lady, 

**  back  to  Code  Gwyn,  and  leave  lords  and 

ladies  to  go  to  the  tivel."— • 

I 

Mr.  Meredith's  family  honor,  his  pride, 
his  afFcftions,  were  equally  wounded  in 
this  communication  of  Winifred's  i  a  rtio- 
mcnt  fincc    hc^  refolved^to  carry  her  back, 

difgraced 
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.difgraCfed '  as  fhc  was>  to  her  natural  home, 
but  in  her  prcfent  interefting  fituation,  and  <if 
which  till  now  he  was  ignorant,  how  could 
he  do  ibat  ?  how  anfwer  to  the  dignity  of 
Caftle  Howel,  to  the  honor  of  the  Mere- 
dith's, for  an  obfcure  birth,  of  the  legal 
reprefentative  of  a  noble,  and  ancient  family  ? 
an  obfcurity  that  might  lay  the  foundation 
of  future  doubts,  and  rob  the  innocent  of 
its  right, — for  whatever  were  the  depravi- 
ties, of  which  the  Countefs  was  accufed,  the 
ftate  of  her  pregnancy  admitted  no  doubt 
of  the  legitimacy  of  her  offspring,  and  he 
knew  the  family  were  too  much  intercfted 
ia  the  event,  to  neglcft  any  thing  for  its 
welfare  and  preleryation ;  in  thai  wel&re 
and  that  prefervation,  Ellen's  health  and 
peace  was  now  the  primary  obje£i: ;  there  was 
therefore  no  room  for  the  interference  or 
prote&ion  of  her  friends,  no  immediate 
reafon  to  fear,  however  attached  Ihc  might 
be  to  her  errors,  (he  would  in  her  prefent 
fituation,  relaple  into  them,  or  that,  if  fhe 
was  fo  culpably  difpoied,  (he  could  efTed  it 

under 


under  the  guard  of  the  Ladies^,  whoj^  appa« 
rent  kindneis  was  alfo  fecured  by  the 
iatereft  they  rmift  take  in  her  well  do- 
ing;—>Hrthcfe  reafons  co-opcratirig  with  the 
fcveral  circumftances  that  had  occurcd  in 
ihe  courfe  of  the  day,  and  which  leaving, 
impreffions  on  his  mind,,  that  confirmed  the 
hiftory  of  EUen^'s  ill  c6ndu<?t,  certainly^ 
blunted  the  fine  edge  of  thofe  tender  feel- 
ings for  her>  that  had  brought  him  to  town,, 
he  coincided  with  the  wifties  oi  Lady  Ger- 
trude and  Lady  Frances^  that  he  would 
kave  the  Countaefs  and  her  affairs  cxadly^ 
in  the  ^(ituadon  in  which  he  found  them^, 
till  afiber  her  aceouchment,  when  they  pro- 
tnifedy  fhould  no  change  of  fendment  in  the 
£ar/ prevent  it,  (he  Ihouldbe  drfivered  to  the 
prote&ion  of  her  own  ^mily^,  widi  the  hand- 
feme  allowance  afiigned  by  him  -, — ^this  agree*- 
ment  was  mtnc&d  by  Dr.  Macfhean,  and 
guarranteed  by  Lady  Margaret^  and  as  no- 
thing further  could  now  be  done  in  the  affair^ 
as  Mr.  Meredith  knew  how  anxious  his 
fether  and  mother  hereto  hear  from  him, 

And 
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and  as  he  felt  it  impoflible  to  write,  in  terms 
that  would  not  impeach  his  veracity,  with^ 
out  riflcing  his  mother's  life,  he  rcfolved, 
to  the  great  fatisfadtion  of  the  Ladies,  to  re- 
turn to  Code  Gwyn,  with  the  fame  expedi- 
tion he  had  left  it.  Some  flirewd  people 
will  liken  the  journey  of  Mr*  Meredith  to 
the  old  diftich  of  "  The  king  of  France, 
^  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  went  up  the  hill 
*'  —and  fo  came  back  again,"— for  fay  they> 
what  has  he  done  ?  has  he  made  \  fingle  in- 
quiry on  behalf  of  his  niece  ?  has  he  made 
the  fmalleft  attempt  to  clear  her  fame,  to 
vindicate  her  innocence  ? — No,  Mr.  Mere- 
dith was  a  plain,  fenlible  and  a  learned  man  3  he 
was  moreover  a  chriftian,  in  whom  there 
was  no  guile ;  he  ferved  God,  and  he  loved 
his  fellow  creatures  j  there  was,  in  his  opinion^ 
no  exigence  in  the  human  fyftem  that  could 
cxcufc  a  fallehood,  no  motive  that  could 
juftify  one  j  he  was  the  laft  to  fufpeft,  and 
the  firft  to  forgive  an  injury,  no  fcheme  of 
prefent  advantage,  or  future  ambition,  occu- 
pied bis  mind,  he  took  no  pains  to  fearch 

out 
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out  the  debafemcnts  of  the  heart,  it  was  al- 
ways enough  for  him  to  recognize  its  virtues^ 
whether  feigned  or  reah  finding  in  himfelf 
no  difpofition  for  dctradtion,  he  fufpcfted  it 
hot  in  others^  when  any  flagrant  a£t  was 
pointed  out  to  him,  his  indignation  was 
warm,  he  reproved,  he  punifhed,  but  at 
the  firft  dawn  of  repentance  be  forgot  j  had 
he  lived  in  the  great  world,  his  credulity 
would  have  been  a  fine  field  of  amufement 
to  the  witty ^  and  a  ^rey  to  the  defigning,— » 
at  Code  Gwyn  it  was  neither,  his  example 
was  fo  refpeftfully  followed,  his  precepts  fb 
truly  attended  to,  ^nd  his  fimplicity  of  heart 
lb  beloved,  that  an  impofition  on  htm  would 
have  expofed  the  perpetrator  to  general  re- 
fentmenti  how  then  could  a  man  lb  voii 
of  guile  himfelfi  doubt  a  relation  fo  attached 
t3  probability,  fo  confirmed  by  circum- 
ftances,  and  fo  fblemnly  wltneffed  by  people 
of  (as  far  as  he  knew  or  believed)  as  great 
veracity  as  himfelf  ?  and  certainly  the  ladies 
had  no  intereft  in  defaming  the  Countels,. 
nor  indeed,  excepting  a  few  embellilhments, 

did 
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did  they  do  it,  for  dicy  implicitly  believed 
her  guilty. 

The  converfation  at  the  Coffce-houfe  was 
purely  accidental,  a  Captain  in  the  army  !  the 
confidendal  friend  of  a  Lord  !  could  be  be 
fulpefted  of  falfehood  ?  and  the  old  gentle- 
man, 'ds  true,  his  folly  was  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  thing  about  bim,  but  he  had  no  ap- 
parent end  to  anfwer  in  reviling  the  Coun- 
tefe,  at  lead  none  our  welch  parfon  could 
difcoven  The  duel  was  a  faft.  Lord  Cla-. 
yerton  not  escpefted  to  furvive,  I^rd  Charles 
fled,  and  the  Earl  had  repudiated  his  wife^  he 
had  feen  the  fatal  pocket  book,  .  which  ftill 
lay  in  the  jewel  cafe  on  the  toilet,  open  for 
any  infpedtion,  and  having  no  caufe  to  doubt 
gave  up  even  the  hope,  to  find  her  worthy 
the  proteftion  he  nevcrthelcls  refolved  to  give 
her.— 

Meanwhile  Winifred  defperate  in  refent- 
ment  of  the  injuries  offered  her,  and  intend- 
ed to  be  offered  her  millrefs,  and  courageous 

ia 
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in  the  certainty  thry  had-  one  friend  now  in  the 
houle^  clamoroufly  infilled  on  being  iuffered 
to  attend  her,  complaint  of  her  behaviour 
was  broi^kt  ta  die  Ladies  iki  die  hearing 
of  Mr.  Nferedidi.. 

SoxDO  events  at  Cede  Gwjn,  iq  which  fhc 
had  been  fuipeded»  recurred  to.  htS'  naind, 
and  a  transient  fufpicioa  of  her  inccgrltyj  fhot 
acroid  the  bofom  of  cando.ur>  it  w^&  hgw* 
ever  iuf  tranfient. 

This  cre^ure  toves  hef,  poor  poor  EHen  f 
is  it  Come  to  this?  muft  (he then  be  de- 
prived of  the  fight  of  the  onfy  6nt  who  dbesj 
white  he  thought  he  pleaded  (of  Wfnifred, 
the  comfort,  and  confolation  of  EHen,  wai 
only  in  his  mind,  he  entreated  fhe  might  be 
foffered  to  attend  her  lady.— 

The  Ladies  had  ftrong  objedtions,  they 
argued  with  paflion. 

Mr.  Meredith  would  not  ^ve  up  die 
jpoint,  he  reafoned  with  humanity.— 

They 
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They  adduced  the  danger  of  htr  impru- 
dence, and  likelihood  Ibe  would,  by  beiray- 
ing  the  difcpvery,  defeat  all  their  hopes ;  he 
hinted  the  natural  terrors  incident  to  her 
fjtuation,  the  fatis^iSlion  it  jnuft  be  to  fee 
Kerf  elf  attended  by  the  companion  of  her 
infancy,  one  of  whofe  fidelity  ihe  was  afliired. 

Fidelity  !  they  were  fiirpriied  at  the  ex- 
prefTion,  from  a  man  of  his  cloth,  what  coiiid 
fidelity  infer  from  a  fcrvant,  to  a  woman 
in  Lady  Caftle  Howel*  fituation. 

He  apologized,  and  begged  to  change  it 
for  affeftion. 

They  were*  gloomy  and  dtflatisfied. 

But  tho'  the  very  eflence  of  mildnefs,^  in 
his  general  conduft,  thei^e  were  points,  on 
which  Mr.  Meredith  was  immoveable  i  he  felt 
there  was  a  degree  of  tyritmy,  in  depriving 
Ellen  of  her  chofcn  fervant,  and  fubftituting 
another  in  her  room,  not  warranted  by  the 

EarVs 
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EarFs  orders,  and  therefore  not  juftifiablc  in 
them;  and  as  to  think,  and  fpeak,  was  to 
him  one  and  the  fame  thbg ;  he  wi(h  equal 
refpe£t  and  refolution,  remonftrated  againil 
fo  indefenfible  a  meafurci  the  refult  was, 
Winifred  was  ordered  in,  and  reftored  to  her 
place  on  condition  of  fecrecy, 

"  What*'  cried  (he  ^'  is  the  reverent  then 
going  without  us,  are  we  iiot  to  co  home 
with  you  to  tear  Code  Gwyn  ?" 


€€ 


She  might  go,"  Lady  Margaret  faid. 


Poor  Win's  tears  were  always  near,  fhe 
began  to  cry  and  kneel,  but  Mr.  Meredith 
infifted  on  her  leaving  the  room. 


€C 


If  indeed  fhe  wijhed  to  leave  her  Lady.** 


Win  (hook  her  head  and  wept  aloud. 
*«  There  was  no  objedkion.'* 

*^  Ay,  ay,  I  fee  how  it  is,  fatan  has  fct  his 
clofen  foot  on  my  poor  Lady,  and  her  own 

4     ,  flefh 
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flefli  and  blood  is  turned  ag^nft  her,  but  as 
for  poor  Winny  GrifBfhs,  fhe  will  bag  her 
pread  from  door  to  door,  and  carry  the 
tear  little  paby  on  her  pack,  before  Ihe  will 
leave  her,  and  as  to  you,  Mr.  reverent,  you 
may  be  alhamed,  with  a  parcel  of  ould  cats 
to.*' 

"  Old  cats,'*  repeated  Lady  Gertrude,  rifing. 
with  dignity  and  refentment. 

**  Cats !"  faid  Lady  Frances,  her  eyes 
flalhing  fire* 

*^  This  creature  fhould  be  turned  out  of 
the  houfe,"  faid  Lady  Margaret  to  Dr.  Mac- 
Jhean. 

> 

*'  Petter  not  Madam,"  anfwcred  the  en- 
raged Winifrejd,  *'  I  Ihall  fay  a  thing  or  twa 
whenever  I  am,  fomc  folks  won't  like,  {o 
you'd  petter  let  me  aloncj  I  care  for  nobody 
in  the  houfc,  but  my  miftrefs  j  and  if  it  was 
paved  with  cowld  1  would  not  ftay  a  day  after 

her 
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her,  Cot  knows  I  lofe  her  too  well  to  tell 
her  any  thing  to  vex  her,  and  a  pctter  and 
more  firtuous  Lady^evcr  lived. 

The  Ladies  fmUed  contemptuoufljr. 

*'  No,  nor  died  neither  for  all  your  pad 
looks,  and  with  the  crace  of  Cot  it  will 
come  out,  and  then  bur  reverent  will  be- 
afliamcd  to  leave  us  in  the  jaws  of  deftruc- 
tion,"  fo  ready  to  burft  with  paflion,  exit 
Winifred. 

The  Ladies  agreed,  nothing  could  make. 
I^dy  Caftle  Howel,  partial  to  fo  ignorant  a 
creature,  but  being  in  her  power. 

Mr.  Meredith  modeftly  adverted  to  the 
infant  attachment  (he  muft  have  formed,  to 
a  girl  who  had  always  attended  her. 

Neither  of  the  three  Ladies  had  any  idea, 
of  infant  attachments. 


Wini- 
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Winifred  returned  widi  a  mcflkge,  her 
Lady  was  up  and  requeued  her  uncle  would 
take  his  tea  in  her  drelfing  room.— After  re- 
peated chat^es  to  beware  of  what  he  faid, 
he  followed  Winifred. 

EUen  fondly  embraced  him,  and  again  en* 
quired  with  anxious  tendern^efs  after  every 
part  of  the  family. 

Spite  of  the  cenfure  and  indignation  of 
his  upright  heart,  he  could  not  fee  her  in 
her  prefent  fituarion,  young,  beautiful,  fiir 
advanced  in  a  date  the  moft  endearing,  aa 
well  as  interefting  to  a  hufband^  who  had 
abandoned  her,  loft  to  peace,  to  fame,  and 
to  honor,  yet  unconfcious  of  the  precipice 
on  which  flic  ftood,  without  being  extremely 
moved ;  he  turned  his  face  away,  but  tears 
would  flow,  hers  accompanied  him,  and  a 
filence  enfued  broken,  only  ♦^by  the  audible 
fobs  of  Winifred,  who  not  having  been  bid 
to  withdraw,   ftood  behind  her  Lady's  chair. 

voL.n.  I  Lady 


lyo  ELLEN. 

Lady  Caftle  Howcl  recovered  her  fereni- 
ty  before  Mr.  Meredith  refumed  the   part 
he  was  enjoined  to  aft,  and  with  great  ten- 
dernefs  faid,  (he  had  been  extremely  afFcc-- 
ted  by  his  agitation  when  firft  ftie  law  him, 
fuppofmg  it  occafioned  by  fome  melancholy 
event  at  Code  G  wyn ;  but   relying  on  hi$ 
aflurances,  that  all  were  well  there,  (he  could 
now  account  in  a  different  manner  for  the 
diftrefs  that  feemed  to  overpower  himy  "  you 
weep  ray  dear  uncle,  and  it  is  for  nie,  my 
fituation,  left  by  my  Lord  at  a  time  when" 
— Ilie  hefitated,     a    criftal   drop    trembled 
thro'  the  filken  lafhes  of  her  eyes,  '•  ignorant 
of  his   fate,   (hut  out  of  his  confidence,  an 
alien   from  his  heart,  a  conflraint  on  all  my 
aftions,  is  no  doubt  affecting  to  my  friends  » 
my    Lord  t\ity  Jay  is  well,  he  is  under  no 
dreadful  misfortune — he  has  his  intellects — is 
at  liberty,  can  write  to  thofe  who  fhare  bis  con- 
~  fiddnce, — a(id  thefe  alfo are  permitted  to  addrefs 
bi^n-y  what  I  lufferedfrom  my  fears  for  his  fafety, 
the  righteous  God,  whom  you  my  dear  uncle 
taught  mc  to  lear,  can  only  witnefs. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Meredith  fhuddercd,  he  looked  at 
fier  with  abhorrence  ;  what,  thought  he,  has 
file  then  acquired  cDnfidence  to  appeal  to  her 
God,  with  a  load  of  unrepented  iniquities  oh 
fier  mind !  he  nrct  her  eye,  his  own,  armed 
with  the  calm  feverity  of  an  accufing  angel, 
he  intended  fhould  flafh  tonviftion  into  her 
guilty  foul  5  but  her  fteady,  undifmay'd, 
yet  forrowful  glance,  fpoke  no  guilt,  no  con- 
viftion;  on  the  contrary  {he  conftrucd  the 
fevere  cxpreffion^of  his  naturally  ferene  eye^ 
into  refentment  for  her  treatment. 

"  I  knew  you  would  feel  for  'your  EUen^* 
but     who,    or     whatever    has    been     the 
caufe  of  niy    forrows,  I    forgive    them ;  it- 
has  awakened  me  from  a  lethargy,  in  which 
all  the  bleflings  heaven  {o  liberally  bcftowed 
on  me  were  loft;'  I  had  almoft  ceafed  to  re- 
gret  our  happy  parties  at  Code   Gwyn,  and 
I  thought — no  I  tftd  riot  thinky  till  /deeply' 
fighing)  it  was   too  late ;  my  concfu6t  cer- 
tainly 'eftranged  me  from  the  warm  Heart-of 
my  dear  Lord,  yet  had  he  but  companion- 

I  2  ated 
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a(ed  the  youths  the  caprice^  the  weaknefs  of 
ber^  he  honored  with  his  name ;  had  he 
waited  but  a  little."— <(he  paufed,  while 
Mr.  Meredith,  all  attention^  &t  in  expe^bi- 
tSon  of  a  full  confelTion  of  her  guilt,  fhe  con- 
tinued, ^'  but  thele  are  vain  regrets,  and  it  is 
my  only  confolation  that  my  heart  is  cleared 
from  the  guilt  of  intentionally  offending 
him,  that  my  gratitude,  and  affedion  is  yet 
inviolable,  and  that  however  faulty  I  have 
l)eeo,  the  punifhment  he  has  inflifted  is  unjuft 
and  exceflTive;  (he  flopped,  waiting  but  waiting ' 
in  vain  for  Mr.  Meredith's  anfwer,  he  was  loft 
in  the  perplexity  of  her  fpeech,  to  hina  it 
appeared  myfterious,  and  equivocal!  con- 
fipflipn,  and  juftification !  in  the  fame  moment^ 
and  in  tbe  latter  part  ^fe  in  every  particu- 
lar s  if  guilty,  how  could  her  gratitude  and 
affe<5tton  be  inviolate  i  or  how  could  fhe 
impeach  the  juftice  of  a  punifhment  fomild» 
for  a&ions  fo  attrocious  ?•-« 

Fbding  he  did  not  anfwer,  fhe  ag^n  recur- 
ed  0)  the  femily  at  Code  Gwyn,  regretted 

fhe 
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Ihc  bad  ever  kft  it,  and  anxioufly  aflced  if 
he  thought  fhc  (houkl  be  allowed  to  rcvifit 
it. 

He  believed  it  was  not  intcmfed  to  reftrain 
her,  after  a  certain  event,  from  going  where 
fhe  pleafed. 

'^  After  !  is  my  Lord  then  for  ever  gone  ? 
will  he  not  return  to  fuftain  and  comfort 
me  ?  what  never  1  am  I  never  to  be  forgiven  ? 

• 

"  There  are  offences,  Ellen,  which  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  an  honeft  man  to  forget, 
tho'  chriftian  charity  may  induce  him  to  for- 
give." 

*'  You  make  me  tremble>  fir,  are  mine  of 
that  black  defcription  ?  what  have  I  done  ? 
for  God's  fake  tell  me  I  uncle,— my  heart,— 

"  Yes,  Ellen,  ^^«r  heart  will  inform  you/' 

.She  ftartcd. 

I  3  Mr» 


174  ELLEN 

Mr-  Meredith  arofe,  he  -advifed  her  tx)  be 
CQinpofed  i  faid  the  bufinefs  being  finiftied 
which  brought  him  to  town,  he  muft  imme^ 
diately  return,  and  embracing  her,  bid  her 
farewell  before  (he  could  recover  fronr  her 
confiernation* 


■P" 
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WI N I F R  E  D's  forrows  however  would 
have  vent,  fhe  wrung  her  hands,  and 
wept  aloudi  "  the  reverent  was  gone^  they 
had  no  friend  to  ftand  py  them,  they  were 
poor  miferable  wretches,  and  Cot  know'd 
whether  their  lives  were  in  fafety/*^ 

Ellen  flood  the  pifture  of  defp  air,  Ihe  re- 
J)eated  "  your  heart  will  inform  you."  .  She 

tra- 
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traverfed  her  apartment,  Winifred  ftill 
lamenting  their  hard  fate,  to  be  left  behind 
the  reverent. 

'^  My  hearty-  faid  Ellen,  looking  fteadfaftly 
at  Winifred,  and  burfting  into  tears. 

Winifred  threw  herfclf  on  her  knees,  ''for 
the  Lort  almighty's  fake,  my  tear  laty,  let 
MS  CO  home,  what  matter  the  rcvcreftt,  wc 
ftiall  be  as  welcome  at  Code  Gwyn^  as  him> 
and  there  we  can  tell  our  own  ftory,  and 
prove  all  the  lies  that  has  been  hatcht. 

'*  And  pray  my  good  Winifred,"  faid  Ellen 
extending  her  hand,  with  that  cordiality 
which  is  furc  to  flow  from  a  forrowful  heart, 
when  it  meets  fympathy,  "  pray  what  has 
been  faid  ?  what  lies  have  been  told  ?" 

Winifred  kifled  the  white  hand  thus  ex- 
tended, and  forgetting  all  the  old  ladies  pre- 
cautions, her  own  promifes,  and  the  confe- 
quenccs  of  the  difcovery  5  dole  to  the  door, 

I  4  locked 
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locked  It,  and  beginning  from  the  fatal  night 
-^    it  Mrs.  Stewart's  rout,  repeated  the  ftory  in 
as  many   different  ways,  as  fhe  heard  itj 
with  however  the  fame  conclufions,  that  Lady 
Caftlc  Howe!  intrigued  with  Lord  Claver* 
ton,  that.  Lord  Charles   Dafh  was  in  Jove 
with  her,     and  had  challenged  him;    that 
Lord    Caftlc    Howel    had  difcovercd    the 
intrigue   by  a  book  with  papers    in  it  he 
had  Sound,  that  he  was  gone  abroad,  but 
that  he'  was  to  be  divorced  as  icon  as  her 
lying  in  was  ov<r  s  to  theie  fucceeded  a  long 
lift  of  things  that  were  to  come  to  p%fs,  co}« 
Icftcd  from  what  the  fervants  dropped,  and 
what  Win,  by  dint  ofinduftry,  could  overhear^ 
with  here  and  there  a  coniefturc  of  her  pwa 
converted  into  fads.  ■  i  p 

To  conceive  Lady  Caftle  HowcPs  agita- 
tion the  reader  muft  be  as  innocent  and  as 
injured  as  herfelf. 

Her  heart  had  feverely  reproached  her, 
for  the  folly  and  imprudence  of  running  in 

Lord 
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Lord  Charles's  debt,  becaufe  it  had  expofed' 
her  to  the  bfuk  of  his  degrading  paffion/ 
fhe  had  alio  been  ieverly  mortified  at  a  retro* 
fycd:  of  the  laft  card  aflemWy,  Mfhere  Ihe 
had  not  only  fquandercd  the  money  given 
cxpreisly  by  Lady  Gertrude  to  pay  play  debts> 
but  had  contraded  new  ones  $  but  as  to  the 
tranfaftion  between  Lord  Claverton^,  and  her^, 
k  had  never  recurred  to  her  thpu^ts  as  ciiv 
fliinali  i)or  could  ihe  imag^e  how  it  could 
kad  to  ilandcrs  of  fo  ihocking  a  nature;  ia 
much  had  her  mind  been  occupied  by  the 
unexpe£ted  events  that  had  happened  CmcCy 
iie  had  not  once  thought  of  his  Lordfliipl^ 
debt,  the  book  with  the  remainder  of  the 
notes  ihe  remembered  to  have  laid  on  her 
toilet,,  from  thence  Winifred  removed  it  ta 
the  jewel  cafe  i,  but  too  ignorant,  and  let  me 
add^  too  innocent  to  enter  into  every  circum- 
ilance,  as  the  world  had  chofe  ta  diicufs  it,, 
inftead  of  (inking  under  the  difcovery,  as 
die  ladies  expe£ietd>  her  ibul  loie  fuperior 
.to  misfortune;,  confcious  of  innate  inte- 
grity,.  her  heart  revoked  againft  her  Lord  !; 

I  £  «He 
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^*  He  took  me,  i^  is  true/'  faid  (he,   ^^  from 
obfcurity,  he  expanded  my  mind,  and  added 
a  poiifli  to  the  valuable  inflTudioas  I  had 
from  infancy  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving; 
he  brought  me  into  the  great  world,  loaded 
me  with  finery,  and   taught  me  how  much 
ealier  it  was  to  be  fplcndid,.  than  happy  !  he 
led  me  into,  temptation^   and  deferted  me 
when  there  !— -he  left  his  wife  to  the  injuries 
andfcom  of  the  pitilefsfayages,  who  call  them-^ 
Stives  well  bred  -^  he  configned  me  to  woniica 
withcrpt  hearts,-  and  tnai  .without  honor ! 


r  ml  •   •  •— ■    * 


i^Xi  Co?  knows,'*  cried  Winifred,  *^  an^ 
if  it  was  not.  for  the  expefted  heir  J' 

t  ■  ■ 

Ellen's  coloui:  rofe, "  I  am  degraded  in  the- 
opihiop'  of  niy  venerable  grandfather,  and 
his  virtuous'  wife  will  no  longer  receive  mc 

to  her  heart  V* 

.  (■.'■■  •     - 

"  To  be  fore  (he  will  know  all,  the  reve- 
rent was  never  coot  at  keeping  fecrets,  P 
warrant  the  ould  tivels  will  fend  him  home 
primful.***'^—  - 

«'  My 
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'^  My  aunts  will  blufli  to  bear  mc  men- 
tioned !" 

'^  Ay,  I  dare  fay  Mifs  Meredith,  is  compa- 
ring you  to  all  the  women  with  hard  names, 
in  her  old  books  J' 

«  My  uncles  think  on  inc  with  indigna- 


«  Yes  inteet,  tiie  reverent  fbr  that. 


>» 


^  I  have  nothing  left  worth  prefcrving,  but 
the  innocent  burthen  I  carry !" 

« And  that  will  be  taken  from  you  Jthe 
inftant  it  is  porn ;  if  it  is  a  Lort,  die  ould 
Ones  will  have  it ;  if  a  Lady,  Lady  Marga- 
ret and  the  Doftor  will/' 

Ellen  walked  about  the  room  in  agitation. 

Lady  Gertrude  rapped  at  the  door^ 

16  Wini- 
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Wintfired  &id,  her  Lady  would  not  be 
difturbed !  An  anfwer  fo  rude  and  unufual 
alarmed  her^*  (he  retired  to  communicate  it 
to  her  filter  and  niece^  lamenting  that  fhe 
tiad  been  prevailed  oo>  to  Mer  Winifired'a 
attendance.-— 

X4ady  Frances  .having  advifed  die  nieafurej. 
was  fure>  if  any  thii^  had  tranfpired  it  was 
from  the  welch  paribn« 

Lady  Gertrade  denied  that  with  warmth> 
Ihe  knejir  he  had  too  nuich  good  fenle.*- 

Lady  Frances  thought  lum>  the  greattd 
fool  flic  ever  (aw.— 

^er  lifter  cooUy  gave  it  as  her  privaie^ 
opinion^  that  Lady  Frances  was  not  a  com«^ 
petent  judge. 

Lady  Margaret  was  juft  then  whilperm^ 
an  important  ibmeliung  to  the  Do£bor>  (a 
that  (he  did  not  give  her  fentiments>  but  as. 

neither 
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neither  of  the  auntSj  choie  to  retra£k  theirs^ 
they  waxed  both  warm  and  loud !  their  re-^ 
plies  and  rejoinders  became  leis  and  leis 
fuitable  to  their  quality^  ^d  matters  wore  a 
very  unplealant  a(pe6k— ^whcn  one  of  their 
women  came  in  to  inform  them>  Lady  Caftle 
Howel  had  ordered  the  carriage  to  be  at  the 
AK>r  at  fix  the  next  moming>  and  bid  a 
Ibotman  enquire  where  Mr.  Meredidi  flept* 

All  animofity  now  forgot  in  the  commoa 
caufe>  Lady  Margaret  joined  in  confulta- 
tion  of  what  was  to  be  done;  the  Dofbor^, 
it  was  decreed>  ibould  pay  the  Counteis  a 
vifit^  he  fent  his  name  and  was  admitted. 

To  his  enquiries  afier  her  health>  ihe  an- 
fwercd  decidedly  well,  and  withdrew*  hei 
pulfe  from  his  touchy 

He  obferved  it  was.  a  cold  evenii^  and 
aflced  leave  to  (tir  the  fire.-~ 

She  was  fuflbcated  with  heat,  and  begged 
he  would  not  give  himfelf  the  trouble. 

Wimfrcd 
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Winifred  came  in  with  an  account  of  Lord 
Caftle  Howei  having  taken  all  the  horfe& 
with  him.— 

Confirmed  by  the  Doftor. 

Ellen  direftcd  them  to  get  hired  horlcs.. 

.  The  Doftor  remonftrated  againft  her  ufing 
hired^  or  indeed  any  hories,  going  out  would 
aftually  endanger  her  lifcj,  and  he  concluded 
his  harrangue  by  hinting,  if  was  the  Earl's 
wifli  Ihe  fhould  not  leave  her  own  houfe.— 

*^  My  houfe  1"  repeated  flie,  indignantly,*-^ 

Winifred  re-entered  and  faid  her  uncle  left 
town  in  an  evening  coach>  as  foon  as  he 
parted  with  her,— — 

Confirmed  by  the  Dodor;. 

Her  countenance,  in  which  a  haughty  in-- 
dignation  was  blended  with  forrow,  fell  at 
this,  fhe  fighed  bitterly,  and  turning  to- the 
Doftor,  laid,  whatever  conftrudlions  mighc 

be 


be  put  on  the  qucftion  ftie  was  about  to  affc 
him,    ftie  would  be  obliged   by  his  candid' 

anfwer,— he  bowed, — (he  afked  if  there  had 

« 

really  been  a  duel  between  Lx)rd  Clatertoa 
and  Lord  Charles  Dalh. 

He  bowed  affirmatively^ 
"  On.  my  account,  fir  ?'*^ 

He  bowed,  a^in,  but  doubtfully. 

The  Countels  then  cour tefy'd,  and  redred 
to  her  clofct,  and  the  Dodor  joined  the 
Ladies^ 

All  now  then  was  diicovered,  and  deli- 
cacy, according  to  Lady  Margaret's,  opinion, 
out  of  the  queftion,  it  was  proper  flie  thought 
to  acquaint  her  with  the  power  invefted  in 
them,  and  what  line  of  conduft  it  was  ex- 
pe<Sled  Ihe  fhould  adopt 

Lady   Gertrude,  ftill  politically  apprehen- 
five^  wi(hcd  to  ufc  gentle  means,  but  allow- 
ed 
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ed  it  was  improper  to  fuSer  her  to  go  abroad 
ivithout  fome  part  of  the  £unily» 

.  <'  And  what  palrt  <^  the  &mily,  madam> 
would  undertake  fo  honoraUe  an  office/' 
&id  Lady  Margaret^  ^^  as  the  chaproning  igcK 
a  woman  i  would  you  Lady  Frances  V* 

**Mr,*'  replied  her  Ladyfhip,  *^no,  I  am 
too  volatile,  Lady  Gertrude  will  not  I  dare 
fey  objcft  to  an  office,,  fot  which  her  gravity 
fq  well  qualifies  her." 

Lady  Gertrude  frowned„~<*  if  Ihe  fhould 
aflume  ffHrit  enough  to  infift  oa  going  out,, 
I  cannot  fee  how  we  caa  prevent  hcr,"^ 

Dr.  Macfhean  preftimed,  diatafting  by 
authority  of  Lord  Caftle  Howel,,  (he  might 
be  leg^y  reftrained^— 

« Where  fhould  Ihe  go?^  afked  Lady- 
Margaret,  '^  fhe  has  not  a  friend  in  the  world  I 
the  pride  of  the  Mei^dith's  will  reje^Ct  her>, 

tljc 


the  people  (he  CTSXtd  friends  here,  would  not 
be  ieen  to  fpeak  to  her;  Morley  will  never 
let  her  in,  aiid  L^dy  M^pleton  has  fent 
Caroline  to  her  uncle's  at  Durham,  to  pre* 
vent  her  feeing  hen     Where  can  flic  go  ?** 

Where  indeed !  but  die  maflc  had  dropped^ 
Winifred  no  longer  fearing  the  tyrants,  who 
fo  late  made  her  tremble,  was  ftill  recolle£t« 
ing  and  ftill  relating,  the  many  ma|<^vdlent 
4^e€che«  of  the  Ladies  and  their  creatures. 

The  contempt  of  Ellen's  authority  in  die 
&mily,  the  utter  negleA  of  her  Lord,  the 
ruin  of  her  charafter  at  Code  Gwyn,  which 
was  the  world  to  her ;  were  a  catalogue  of 
injuries  that  roufed  into  a&ion  every  faculty 
of  ^^  foul  I  flie  recollected  her  hufband's  un« 
bounded  tendernefs^  his  arguments  to  dif* 
fuade  her  from  a  too  exceifive  purfuit  of 
pleafiire,  and  regretted  ftie  had  not  attended 
to  them ;  her  extravagance,  which  had  diffi- 
patcd  what  woxild  have  rendered  whole 
worthy  families  happy,  filled  jhcr  with  fliame, 

and 
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and  the  gentle  reproofs  fhe  had  difregarded 
aggravated  her  repentant  for  row  i  but  with 
all  this,  as  no  angel  was  more  free  from  the 
impurity  of  which  Ihe  was  charged,  the 
pride  of  confcious  innocence,  and  injured 
honor  repelled  the  momentary  humiliation  of 
felf  repf oach,  fhe  felt  herfelf  falfely  accufed> 
condemned  and  defcrted  without  being  heard 

^*  My  Lord  has  abandoned  mCy^  fhe  faid, 
"  but  I  will  not  defcrt  myjelf^*  and  the  next 
morning  entered  the  breakfafl  room  where 
this  Ladies  and  Do£i:or  Macfhean  were  in- 
clofe  confab  %  the  air  and  manner  Ihe  wa^ 
enabled  to  afTume  afloniflied  them,  they  ia^ 
voluntarily  rofe,  and  ftnick  by  the  appa- 
rent fortitude  of  her  looks,  but  in  contempt 
of  her  chara6ler  inftantly  refeated:themfelves  t 
Lady  Margaret  tooic  Ellen's  ufual  phce  \  ihe 
felt  the  affront,  and  o^  a  fervant's  anfwering 
the  bell,  ordered  a  breakfafl  equipage  to  be 
brought  to  the  fofa,  where  Ihc  fcatcd  her- 
felf,— 

The 
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*rhe  two  parties  finished  their  morning  re- 
pafl:,  in  gloomy  filencc,  and  Ellen  ordered 
her  workftand. 

Mrs.  Morlcy  was  announced  ;  fhe  had  figur- 
ed to  herfelf  the  poor  guilty  degraded  Coun- 
tefs,  fufFered  to  remain  in  the  houfe  thro' 
the  interceffion  of  the  Ladies,  only  till  her 
accouchment ; judging  of  what  her  own  feel- 
ings would  be  in  luch  a  fituation,  when  having 
no  refources  within  herfelfi  (he  (hould  be  dc- 
fcrted  by  the  world,  and  confined  to  th^ 
narrow  limits  of  her  own  apartments ;  (he 
fancied  grief  would  have  fed  on  her  beauty^ 
mortification  humbled  her  pride,  and  (hame 
funk  her  to  the  level  of  the  guilty ;  inftead 
of  which,  with  the  radient  dignity  of  con- 
fcious  innocence  on  her  brow,  the  pride  of 
infulted  honor,  flulhing  on  her  check,  and 
the  colle6tedxonfequence  of  innate  gentility, 
fhc  faw  and  felt  the  real  Lady  of  the  manfion 
was  in  her  place. 

Among  Winifred's  numerous  communica- 
tions, ihe  forgot  the  intimacy  that  had  taker* 

place 
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piece  between  Mrs.  Morlcy  and  Lady  Mar* 

gareti  EUcn  therefore  could  not  but  take 

this  vifit  to  herfelf,  but  the  frivoloty  of  mere 

fafhionable  attachments  had  no  longer  charms 

for  her :  Mrs.  Morley  was  her  companion^ 

nay  her  feducer  'n  fccncs  (he  bjuQied  to  re- 

coHcft,  her  thoughdefs  gaiety  amufed  in  the 

moment^  but  difgufted  in  the  retrofpeA>  and 

fhe  abfence   of  friendlhip    and    fympathy 

evinced  in  her  negkA>  robbed  her  of  all  the 

regard  (he  had  i&lt  for  her  i  (he  nevertheie&» 

with  the  good  breeding  natural  to  her,  arofe  i 

Mrs.  Morley  courtefy'd  with  an  involuntary 

fcfpeft,  extorted  by  the  manner  of  our  he- 

roine,  (he  blu(hed,  and  her  eyes  unufed  to  be 

withdrawn  on  inrf  occalion,  (ought  an  objeA 

where  to  reft,  free  from  the  piercing  glance 

of  the  elegant  Countefs  %  in  Lady  Margaret's 

fhe  found  fo  much,  both  of  informati(Hi  9fA 

confidence,     that     turning    (hort,    without 

(peaking,  (he  ran  up  to  her  friend,  (hook 

hands,  and  tho*  (he  had  aired  with  her  the 

preceding  morning,   talked  of  the  age  that 

}^d  elapfed  fince  (he  faw  her>  and  was  im- 

xnoderately 
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moderately  rejoiced  to  find  (be  was  not  tor* 
mented  with  the  head-ache^  of  which  ihe 
had  complained— 

Ellen  fmiled ;  the  flow  of  wor<&,  wamt 
profeiHons^  die  friendly  aiftions  that  meat 
nothing  !  amufed  without  mordfying  her ;  fho 
had  no  regrets  for  fuch  little  enjoyments  and 
the  lefs  they  became  in  her  cftimation,  the 
more  her  thoughts  recurred  to  deprivations 
crfmore  moment.— -She  refumed  her  work. 

The  opera,  concert,  play,  court  "drcfles, 
vifits,  &c.  &c.  were  difcufcd  with  exa6Uy  the 
fame  attention  to  the  Countefs,  as  if  ihe  had 
not  been  prcfent. 

Lady  Mappleton  was  announced. 

Lady  Maigaret  coloured^  ^^  we  muft  not 
receive  her  here,''  and  darting  an  angry  glance 
at  Ellen,  left  the  room,  followed  by  Mrs. 
Morley  and  the  two  fpinfters.-*- 

Lady 


/ 
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Lady  Mapplcton  was  a  widow  of  quality 
md  ^ihion^  a  woman  of  excellent  niioralSj 
unimpeached   charafter,  and  found  under-» 
ftanding  5  fhe  was  related  by  marriage  to  the 
Caftk  HowcFs,  had  been  left  early  in  life  a 
widow,  with  two  fofls    and  three  charming, 
daughters?  Ellen  had  been  introduced  to,  and 
well  received  by  hcfi  but  not  till  fhe  h^d  got 
into  a  circleof  acquaintance,  and  engagements 
that  prevented  her  following  the  biafs  of  her 
heart,  in   accepting  the  advances  to  friend-, 
ihip  and  intimacy  of  Caroline  Holt,   Lady 
Mappleton's  only  unmarried  daughter :  In  the 
vortex  of .  diflipation  in  which  fhe  was  con-, 
ftantly  emerged,   there  w^s  ,no  time  to   cul- 
tivate fentiment  with  the  lefs  diflipated  ;  Mifs 
Holt*s  card  was  oftener  on  her  table   than, 
that  of  any  other  perfon,  and  flic  was  always 
pleafed  to  fee  her,  but  it  very  feldom  happen- 
ed fhe  could  pay^the  attention  fhe  fcjt  due  to 
this    amiable  girl.-^ 

Lady  Mappleton  was  vifited  by  moft  of 
the  defcription  of  noT^illty,  who'minjgled  mind 
u\  their  connexions  j  her  feleft  parties  con- 

fifted 
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fiftcd  of  the  moft  brillant  geniuflcs  of  the  age, 
and  her  mudcal  meetings^  where  her  daughters 
were  performers,  confidered  among. the  firft 
private  concerts;  yet  Lady  Mappleton,  and 
her  family,  always  found  leifure  for  the  ele- 
gant attachments  of  the  heart ;  and  to  thcfe 
Lady  Caftle  Howel  would  have  been  an  in« 
vited  welcome  gueft,   had  Ihe  been  oiiftrefi 
enough  of  her  time  to  accept  it ;  but  Lady 
Mappleton  had  too  much  fenfe,  and  experi- 
cnce  not  to  forefec,  the  ill  confequenccs  of 
Lord  Caftle  Howel's   indulgence,    and   his 
Lady's  thoughdefs  extravagance ;  tho'  all  her 
{)enetration,  of  which  flie  had  a  great  deal, 
and  obfervarion,  of  which  Ihe  was  not  fparing, 
had  never  fuggefted  to  her,  the  probability  of 
the  Countefs's  commencing  intriguer.— 

Mifs  Holt's  partiality  for  our  heroine,  was 
warm  from  a  bcnignaiK  heart ;  tho'  of  a  grave 
turn  herfclf,  flie  loved  her  vivacity,  and  (tho' 
a  woman)  admired  her  beauty;  (he  could 
not  bear  the  fhock  of  ^hearing  in  all  parties  of 
Ellen's  infamy,  and  therefore  prevailed  on  her 

mother 
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mother  to  fend  her  to  idfit  an  uncle  in  the 
north,  from  thence  (he  wrote  to  requeft  Ifae 
would  call  in  GrofVenor-ftreet^  to  enquire 
the  fate  of  Lady  Caftle  HowcL 

Lady  M^pfeton^  and  her  femily,  were 
the  only  connexions,  which  now,  awoke  from 
her  delirium,  Ellen  regretted  i  Mi(s  Holt 
had  been  indeed  as  negkftful  of  her  as  Mrs« 
Morley,  and  mioSi  likely  from  the  fame 
motive,  but  there  was  a  purity,  amodeft  con- 
fiftenee,  in  the  charader  of  one,  that  proper- 
ly ccnfured  the  imprudence,  whick  the  levity 
of  the  other  authorized;  to  the  ccrifiire  of 
ftrift  propriety  Ellen,  bowed  5  but  fhe  dief- 
pifed  the  vain  triumph  of  accidenud  charac- 
ter,—^fhe  felt  aceutely  the  misfortune  that  de- 
prived her  of  the  honor  and  comfort  of 
Lady  Mappletosi*s  countenance  and  advice; 
her  proud  heart,  which  repelled  with  indigna- 
*tion,  the  aflfronts  of  Lord  Caftle  Howel's 
family,  would  have  melted  in  the  focicty  of 
a  matron,  whole  goodnefs  of  heart,  and  fine 
fenfe,  were  at  once  an  earneft  of  candour  and 

alym- 
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a  fymbol  of  juftice;    the  former  fhe  was 
fure  would  not  be  denied  Ker,  and  fhe  had 
no  caufe    to    depricate    the  latter,    fhe   fat 
ruminating  on  the  good  effefts  of  fuch  an 
interview,  and  was  tempted  to  go  to  Lady 
Mapi^eton,  and  in  prefcnce  of  the  women 
fhe  defpifed,  throw  hcrfelf  at  the  feet  of  the 
one  fhe  xefpcfted,  and  implore  her  protec- 
tion and  advice ;  but  while  fhe  hcfitated,  the 
fcrvants  called  the  carriage,  fhe  haflened  to 
the  window,  her  Ladyihip  at  that  njoment 
looked  up,  Ellen's  heart  fprang  to  her  eyes,"* 
fhe  courtefy'd,  but  had  the  grief  to  fee,— tho* 
Lady  Mappleton  fleadily  obfcrved  her,  fhe 
did  not  return  the  compliment,  but  drove  off, 
without  condefccnding   to    notice   it  j— fhe 
turned  from  the  window  to  give  way  to  her 
tears,  and  perceived  Lady  Margaret  at  her 
backj  who  having  feen  both  the  Compliment, 
and  Lady  Mappleton's  negleft  of  it,  who 
vifibly  crgoyed  the  ill  natured  triumph.— 

Whether  Lady  Margaret  had  any  point  to 

carry  in  making  her  defpcrate,  whether  any 

voir.  n.  K  con- 
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confcquenccs  could  be  derived  of  advantage 
to  her  from  a  repetition  of  the  fuppofed  im- 
prudence, which  had  rdbbed  her  young  fiftcr- 
in-law  of  every  bleffing  in  life,  will  appear 
in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  5  certain  it  is,  had 
ihe  been  as  much  bent  on  drivifig  her  to  ex- 
tremities, as  her  aunts  were  in  avoiding  them, 
Ihe  could  not  have  taken  more  eflfedual  me- 
thods, nor  have  fucceeded  better. 

In  Ellen's  cftablidiment,  a  favourite  fer- 
vant  of  Lord  Caftle  Howcl's,  was  by  her 
own  deiire,  placed  as  her  footman ;  this  n^an, 
who  was  proud  of  the  diftinftion,  and  who, 
by  his  conftant  attendance  on  his  lady,,  was 
better .  qualified  for  the  office  he  affumed 
than  any  one  of  the  family^  (Winifred  only 
excepted)  was  her  advocate  from  the  garret 
to  the  cellar ;  but  as  Lady  Margaret  admit- 
ted no  doubt  heffelf  of  Ellen's  guiltj  it  was 
not  to  be  h*pcd  fhc  would  permit  a  menial 
fcrvant  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  matter, 
when  that  opinion  fo  entirely  contradifted 
hcr's. 

Philip 
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Philip  was  therefore  difcharged  In  dif^race, 
and  forbid  to  hold  acquaintance  with  any  of 
the  fcrvants  1  of  this  circumftance  Winifred 
was  reminded,  by  feeing  him  pafs  the  win- 
dow, while  her  Lady  was  penfively  looking 
out,  and  Ellen  infUled,  with  great  fjarit,  he 
Ihould  be  rcftored. 

Lady  Marg^ct's  anfwer  called  forth  a 
reply,  that  reply  provoked  a  rejoinder  $  and 
fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  two  fpinfters  t6 
prevent  matters  from  coming  to  extremity, 
it  ^nded,  in  Lady  Margaret's  infilling  on 
Ellen^s  giving  up  the  fituation  Ihe  was  fo 
unworthy  to  fill,  and' retire  to  her  own  apart- 
ment, with  an  humble  fcnfeofthe  lenity  (hewn 
her — and  then,  in  hei*  prefence,  ordered  the 
fervants  to  pay  no  regard  to  any  commands^ 
fhe  might  have  the  temerity  to  give  them. 

Winifred  unfortunately  fnapping  her  fin- 
gers at  this,  and  raying,  **  the  fervants.  Cot 
almighty  be  pkft  and  praift  noes  petter 
how  to  farve  Cot,  and  obey  their  true  and 

K  2  rightful 
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rightful  miftrcfsj  was  bid  to  be  gone  imme- 
diately, arid  the  Earl's  delegated  authority 
produced  to  enforce  thefe  orders, 

Ellen  read  the  letter  over,  and  filendy  re- 
turned it  to  Lady  Margaret,  while  Winifred 
raifcd  her  voice  in  vociferous  proteftations^ 
ihe  would  tie  on  the  fpot  before  Ihe  would 
leafe  her  Laty.  ^ 

Dr.  Macfliean  entered  the  room.— 

Sorrow,  pride  and  vindidlive  anger,  fwelled 
the  bofbm  of  the  fair  Countels,  the  tear  that 
anguifh  forced  into  her  eye,  was  repelled  by 
fcorn;  her  form  was  raifcd  and  (he  really 
looked  over  them  all. 

The  Doftor's  confcience  fmote  him,  it  re- 
proached him  for  being,  in  fome  degree,  an 
accefiary  to  injuries  that  might  occafion  the 
death  of  the  loyeliefl:  woman  of  the  age, 
and  of  the  heir  of  a  noble  family ;  he  had  re- 
cently left  the  bediide  of  his  patron,  whofe 

mind 
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mind  weakened  by  prefent,  and  appalled  by 
future  danger,  unveiled  fome  fecrets  to  the 
Doftor,  which  convinced  him,  tho'  the  Coun- 
tcfs  might  be  imprudent,  (he  was  not  guilty. 

Winifred,  ftill  vociferous,  grew  louder  and 
louder;  the  Doftor  whifpered  Lady  Mar- 
garet, and  proved  his  afcendency  by  the  cfFe<5t 
of  that  whilperj  Win  was  ordered  out  of  the 
room,  but  fullered  to  remain  in  her  place* 

Ellen  declined  the  officious  civility  of  tht 
Doftor,  in  haughty  filence,and  withdrew,  with 
a  fixed  r^folution  to  avoid  all  further  inter- 
icourfe  ^flth  every  part  of  the  family* 
J"* 

She  reached  her  apartment,  with  her  head^ 
and  heart  full;  the  treatment  fhe  had  re- 
ceived, in  the  prefence  of  Lady  Frances  and 
Lady  Gertrude,  gave  her  an  earneft  of  what 
worfe  flie  might  have  expe<5led,  if  the  fituation, 
on  which  all  the  family  hopes  hung,,  was  not  her 
protedlion. — To  be  confidered  as  a  conveni- 
ence,  a  mer^  vehicle,  ta  gratify  the  vanity 

K  3  and; 
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and  refentment  of  one  part  of  the  family,  and 
the  whim  and  caprice  of  the  other, — till  their 
own  ends  were  anfwcred,  and  iben  to  be 
fpurned  from  rfiem,  and  have  her  child  taken 
from  her,  for  whofe  fate  fhe  already  began 
to  feel  an  intereft,  was  more  than  the  philo- 
fophy  of  eighteen  could  bear.*— — 

She  would  write  to  her  gf  andmamoia,  openly 
andexplicitjr  J  Ihe  would  implore  the  protec- 
tion of  her  grandfather,  who  with  her  uncle, 
would  refent  her  ill  ulage  -,  Ah  !  but  they 
were  in  Lord  Caftle  Howel's  debt,  would  his 
reientment  hot  be  excited  by  thei-r  interfe- 
rence ?  would  he  not  withdraw  his  fri&idihip  ? 
would  he  not  confign  them  to  the  mercilels 
ftone  hearted  Morgan  ?  and  what  end  after 
all  would  it  anfwer,  but  ?xpofe  them  to  in- 
fult  and  diftrefs  -,  her  charafter  was  injured  on 
circumftantial  evidence  only;  but  what  was 
her  fimple  no,  to  t1ie  yes  of  the  multitude  ; 
if  that  no  was  not  believed ;  her  grandfather 
would  difgrace  himfelf  by  receiving  her,  if  it 
was,   he  might  be   ruined  by  oppofing  bis 

con- 
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confidence  to  Lord  Caftle  Howel's  preju- 
dices J  *'  no,"  faid  Ihe,  "  my  uncle  condem- 
ned without  hearing  me,  he  has  carried  hisopin- 
ions  with  him  to  Code  Gwyn,  my  heart  is  in 
the  eye  of  God,— -and  my  fate  is  in  his  hands, 
I  will,  quit  this  houfe,  and  never  return  to 
it,  till  my  honor  is  cleared  from  the  injurious 
imputations  caft  on  it,  but  I  will  not  involve 
jny  friends  in  my  difgrace. 

Wirufred,  Jaor  faicMul  friend  .and  CGMnfeBor 
was  prefent,  watching  with  flaring  eyes, 
and  diftended  mouth,  every  turn  of  her  coun- 
tenance, the  **  I  wild  quit  this  haufe^,"  was 
the  happieft  tidings  Ihe,  could  hear,  haiiog 
every  thing  in  a  place,  where  jQae  had  expe- 
rienced fuch  extreme  of  good  and  ill  fortune, 
and  where  fhe  was,  when  out  of  her  Lady's 
prefence,  expofcd  to  all  the  fecond  hand  airs 
of  the  Ladies  women,  no  change  in  her  opi- 
nion could  be  for  the  worfc. 

**  Cot  be  pled  and  praift !   Oh,  my  poor 
aunt  Griffiths  always  faid,  *5  London  was  the 
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tifePs  drawing  room  \  when  Ihall  we  cet  out  ? 
how  fhall  we  travel?"  and  twenty  other  quef- 
tibns  poured  from  her  voluble  tongue,  and 
ftic  immediately  began  to  pack  up  without 
waiting  for  the  anfwer,  Ellen  was  indeed  little 
difpofed  to  give. 

The  provocations  Ihe  had  received,  the  rc- 
fentment  that  glowed  in  her  bofom,  and  the 
punifliment  her  abfcence  would  inflift  on  at 
leaft  ibmc  part  of  the  HoweFs,  folcly  occu- 
pied her. 

Winifred,  however,  proceeded  in  packing 
up  the  moft  valuable  portables,  among 
which  (he  did  not  forget  the  jewel  cafe,  which 
Ihe  placed  in  the  midft  of  a  bundle  of  cloaths 
without  EUen^s  obfervation. 

After  a  filence  of  fome  minutes  5 

'^  Where  can  we  go  ?"  faid  Lady  Caftlc 
Howel, 

m  '^  Where 
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«  Where  but  to  Code  Gwyn,  Cot  pkfe 
us,"  anfwered  Winifred,  ftill  bufy.. 

The  Countcfs  ftarted  "ah.no  !.  Winifred^. 
Code  Gwyn  !   we  cannot  go  there." 

Down  dropped  the  bundle  out  of  Wini- 
fred's hands,  ^^  not  co  to  Code  Gwyn !  why 
where  in  the  name  of  Cot  almighty  Ihall  we 
CO,  then  ?  I  am  fure  if  we  don't  co  there  we 
fhall  be  like  the  tove  out  of  Noah's  hark^ 
wandering  about  without-  a  pit  of  refting; 
place  to- put  our  foots  upon." 

Ellen  felt  her  diefolate  condition,  but,  as 
fhe  fancied  fhe  had,  with  great  coolnefs  and 
folidity,  weighed  all  the  arguments  for  re- 
turning, or  not  returning,  to  Code  Gwyn,, 
and  as  the  latter  had  predommated,  to  free 
herfelf  from  queftions,  which  in  her  prefent 
irritated  ftate  of  mind,  were  very  vexatious, 
fhe  told  Winifred,  with  unufual  feverity,  her 
commands  muft  be  obeyed,  without  inqui- 
ries of  any  fort  5  on  the  contrary,  if  ihe  wiflii- 

K  5  ed. 
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cd  to  go  to  Code  Gwyn^  or  any  where  elfe, 
fhe  was  at  liberty. 

Winifred's  joyful  note  was  in  an  inftant 
changed,  her*  tears  as  ufual  were  the  pre- 
lude to  a  volley  of  words,  ^he  wanted  to  co 
no  where,  not  fhe.  Cot  help  her,  it  did  not 
(ignify  what  became  of  her,  fhe  would  even 
flay  and  wait  on  the  ould  cats. 

Ellen  warned  her  not  to  give  fo  muck 
licence  to  her  tongue. 

Winifred  vowed  flie  would  never  ^eak 
again. 

*'  I  leave  this  houfe,  faid  Ellen,  tho'  clan* 
deftinely,  not  guilty  5  I  fhall  not  want  fine 
clothes,  youmuft  therefore  prepare  things 
only  fuitable  to  a  private  gentlewoman, 
xnere  neccflaries,  and  endeavour  to  find  where 
Philip  is."  ' 

Winifred  knew,  it  was  at  a  little  fhop,  kept 
by  a  welch  woman  in  the  next  ft  reet^  where,  when 

3  V^^- 
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pd-mitted  to  go  out,JCUe  had.  raadie  a  vifiting, 
jacquaintance. 

^  I  think  I  may  truft  Woi/*  faid  Ellecu 

•^  Trult  him  !   lort  my  Laty/* 

*'  Forget  my  Lady,  Winifred,.  I  fiull  wMi 
to  be  concealed/ *^ 

^  As.to  the  matter  of  that,  I  wifh  I  could 
not  remember  you  ever  was  a  Laty.  Oh  my 
Cot  1  poor  tear  Mr.  Evelyn/' 

Ellen's  fece  and  neck  crimlbned,  his 
name  had  more  than  once  within  the  laft 
painfylhours  died  on  her  own  tongue,  but  fhe 
had  checked  the  vagrant  thought  with  her 
utmoft  effort,  andnow,,after  the  momentary 
thrill  of  ple^fure^  the  long  difufed  found 
laifed  in  her  throbbing  heart,  rebuked  Wini- 
vfred  feverly>  and  folemply  charged  her  never 
to  offead  in  th^t  way  •  more^ 

K6  ru 
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The  girl's  own  recoUeftions  recurred  to 
Evelyn's  love  for  her  miftrefs,  and  in  that 
moment  fhe  thought  Mrs.  Evelyn,  could  not 
have  been  fo  unhappy  as  the  Countefs  of 
Cattle  Howel,  but  her  ufual  promife  to  do 
,  fo  no  more,  made  her  jfeace ;  and  (he  went 
to  feek  Philip  to  concert  meafures  for  their 
departure. 

Philip  was  a  plain  mannered,  well  mean- 
ing welchman,  fon  of  a  tenant  to  Sir  Arthur 
Meredith;  and  though  taken  very  young 
into  Lord  Cattle  Howel's  fuit,  where  he  was 
a  great  favourite,  always  retained  a  love  and 
refpeft  for  the  hereditary  landlord  of  his 
kinj  Ellen  Was  known  to  be  the  pride  and 
idol  of  the  Code  Gwyn  family,  before  whom 
Philip,  among  the  reft  of  the  tenantry,  had 
been  ufed  to  bow  -,  the  warmth  of  his  vindi- 
cation of  her  in  a  family,  where  as  the  prin- 
cipals admitted  her  guilt,  it  was  not  likely 
fhe  would  find  many  advocates  among  the 
dependants,  had  coft  him  his  place,  but  had 
it  alfo  coft  him  his  life,  he  would  have  been 
the  fame  honcft  champion. 
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Winifred  foon  found  her  old  fellow  fer- 
vant,  with  whom  indeed  fhe  had,  in  difobe- 
dience  of  Lady  Margaret's  pofirive  commands> 
held  daily  conference  from  that  of  his  dif- 
charge. 

To .  Philip's  great  regret  he  had  engaged 
himfelf  to  a  gentleman,  who  was  gone  to 
Edinburgh  to  marry  a  fcbtch  heirefs,  and  had 
left  him  the  care  of  a  new  carriage,  not  quite 
finiflied  which  was  to  convey  in  the  pack- 
ing trunks  the  wedding  paraphernalia  ^  confi- 
dence thus  repofed  would  render  his  leaving 
his  new  matter's  fervice  a  breach  of  truft,  for 
which  he  would  be  anfwerable  to  the  law^ 
this  fet  Winifred  into  her  old  habit  of  tears 
and  lamentations. 

"  Lort  be  coot  unto  us,  poor  miferablc 
Laty  as  my  miftrefs  is !  what  is  poor  woman's 
without  a  man !  Cot  help  them,  when  they 
arc  wandering  about  without  houfe  or  home !" 

*^  God  forbid,  Mrs.  Winifred,  that  ftiould 
be  my  Lady's  cafe>  why  don't  fhe  go  to 
Code  Gwyn  ?" 
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«  Oh  Cot  help  thy  fooliOihcad  Philip,  why 
our  tivel  of  a  reverent.  Cot  forgive  me,  has 
peen  here  and  believed  all  the  ould  cat5  faid^ 
a-d,"— 

Philip  begged,  with  tears  in  his  eye^,  fhe 
would  fay  no  more,  and  hav'ing  confidered  a 
little. 

*^  I  cannot  leave  the  truft  roofed  in  me,'" 
continued  the  honeft  fervant,  *'  but  if  as  you 
lay  my  Lady  wifties  to  be  concealed  from  my 
Lord's  family,  and  has  not  refolved  where 
to  go,  if  Ihe  would  condefcend  to  ride  in  the 
carriage  any  part  of  the  way,  I  will  lofe  my 
life  beftxre  Ihc  fliall  come  to  harm,  and  witt 
be  ready  when  fhe  pleafes***- 

Winifred's  April  day  countenance  cleared 
up,  (he  proteftcd  Philip  had  the  wifdom'  of 
Solomon>and  even  of  Mr.  Jofeph !  who  poor 
tear  foul  fhe  had  not  feen  In  all  her  troubles  ;> 
fhe  would  go  and  advifeher  Lady  to  take  Phi- 
lip's ofFer^  and  return  as  foon  as  fhe  could 
cfcape  Lady  Margaret,  who  to  be  fure,  like 

ether 
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Other  cats,  fhe   believed  in  her  confcious, 
could  fee  in  the  dark, 

Ellen,  whofe  refoUition  ftrengthened  every 
xnoment,  waited  her  return  with  great 
impatience,  and  immediately  accepted  the 
offers  of  her  old  fervantj  Winifred,  not- 
withftanding  her  Lady's  commands,  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  leaving  any  of  her 
finery,  which,  from  her  own  hankering  after 
new  clothes,  fhe  luppofed  the  old  Ladies 
would  feize  for  their  own  ufe,  was  induftri- 
ous  enough  to  convey  in  bundles,  moft  of 
the  wardrobe  to  Philip's  lodging,  "  they  were 
any  where  fafer  than  in  the  hands  of  the  Phil- 
liftines  ;"  thofe  intended  for  travelling  he  pack- 
ed up  by  her  diredlions,  and  all  being  ready, 
the  carriage  waited  at  the  corner  of  the  ftreet. 
Exaftly  at  eleven  which  was  the  family  fupper 
hour,  and  Ellen,  eager  in  the  profecution  of  a 
plan,  formed  and  executed  under  the  influ- 
ence of  contend'^i  paffions,  followed  her  fcr- 
vant  to  the-  hall. 


As 
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As  Winifred  had,  within  the  laft  two  days,' 
many  extra  occafions  to  pafs  the  porter,  and 
as  fhe  had  in  view  the  objeft  of  pafling  him  for 
the  laft  time,  fhe  found  it  convenient  to  be 
very  civil,  and  as  he,  who  like  many  other 
quality  appendages,  was  better  fed  thaii  taught^^ 
had  time  to  be  very  gallant  to  all  the  maids, 
and  particularly  fo  to  Winifred,  when  his  pur- 
ple face  was  a  little  flulhed,  which  was  gene- 
rally the  cafe  at  this  hour  i  fhe  relying  oa 
his  amorous  advances,  went  boldly  up  to  the 
Itreet  door,  the  corpulent  gallant  waddled 
after  her,  in  the  fcuffle  he  threw  down  his. 
candle,  and  the  lamp  being  near  exhaiifted,. 
Lady  Caftle  Howel  paffed  unobferved,.  while 
Cerberus  took  his  lop  from  the  lips  of 
Winifred,  who  very  calmly  returned  dowa 
ftairs,  through  the  fervants  hall,  up  the  area 
and  immediately  joined  her  miftrefs,.  who  was, 
already  in  the  coach,  which,,  as  foon  as  they 
were  fcated,,  drove  offk 
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OU  R  Travellers  were  hardly  off  the 
ftones,  when  two  things  of  great  im- 
portance to  people  of  common  underftand- 
ing,  who  begin  a  journcyj  but  which  had 
not  been  once  thought  of  by  our  herione, 
gave  rife  to  fome  uneafy  fenfations. 

'^  I  never  travelled  but  three  times  bcfort 
in  my  life,"  laid  Winifred,  *'  and  that  was 
when  your  lady  (hip  went"-^ 


(€ 
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No  more  ladyfliips,  Winifred." 


Cot  plefs  us,  I  forgot,  but    pray  wh^t 
muft  I  call  you  ?  Mj/i  Ellen  won't  do. 

Our 
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Our  heriorc  bad  not  thought  of  the  neceP 
fity  of  fixing  on  a  fidlitious  name,  that  of 
Holt  was    the  firft'  that  occured,  "  Mrs* 
Holt,"    and  you    Winifred   muft  change 
yours. 

Winifred  was  rejoiced  at  that,  her's  had 
fuch  a  welchy  vulgar  found  fhe  chofe  to  be 
called  Maria. 

Ellen  had  no  ob^eftion  to  Maria>  T)ut  fhe 
thought  Jenny,  as  being  fofnething  in  the 
found  approximating  to  Winny,  better* 

,  •  4  J  • 

1 

Jenny  !  Jane  !  oh  dear  that  was  as  bad  aa 
her  own,  flie  begged  it  might  be  Maria,  or 
Charlotte,  or  Bella,  or— 

Ellen  bid  her  cloufe  what  flic  liked. 

.  Winifred  liked  Maria  vaftly,  and  yet 
fome  how,  flie  thought  Charlotte  genteeler^ 
becaufc  it  was  the  queen's,  and  queens  knew 
what  was  good  for  themfelves,  fo  if  her  Lady 
pleafed  flie  would  be  Maria  Charlotte. 
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^  Maria  Charlotte  V*  repeated  Ellen,  «  do 
you  think  I  can  call  you  by  two  names  ?'* 

^^  No  I  one  at  a  time  wad  ^noughj  and  if 
her  ladyfhip'*— 

Ellen  was  quite  angry  out  Winifred,  or 
Maria  Charlotte,  was  too  much  in  alt  tp  be 
eafily  let  down.  • 

'*  I  was  going,"  continued  ihe,  ^\  to  fay  I 
never  moved  but  thnee  times,  and  that  ^as 
from  Code  G wyn  to  Bath  and  back,  and  from 
Code  Gwyn  to  London." 

'*  Ah,"  laid  Ellen,  ^'  thai  was  a  removal  in^ 
deed!" 

I  wonder  where  we  fhall  move  next,  may 
be  into  our  craves,  but  Cot  of  his  mercy  for- 
bid we  fhould  be  buried  among  ftrangers." 

If  the  reader  confiders  the  youth  and  fitua- 
tion  of  our  fair  heroine  at  this  period,  friend- 
lefs,  and  going  from  her  legal  home,  into  a 

world 
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world  where  Ihc  was  as  much  a  ftranger  to 
manners  as  to  men ;  they  will  not  wonder 
t'lis  grave  refleftion  of  her  volatile  fervant 
gave  rife  to  the  moft  gloomy  ideas ;  to  die 
in  the  approaching  hourof  danger  was  fearful! 
but  to  die  without ,  one  ^of  the  de^r.  relatives, 
in  whofe  hearts  Ihe  had  lived  !  to  be  buried 

among  ftrangers  J "  Ah !"  fhe  exclaimed 

burfting  into  tears,  "  what  a  fate  is  mine  !*' 


.  i 


The  idea  of  being  *'  buried  among  ftraop 
gers,"  lowered    Winifred's  Ipirits,   notwith^. 
ftanding  her  acquifition  of  Maria  Charlotte, 
and  (he  continued  filent,  while  her  Lady's  re- 
collc6Uon  carried  her  to  another  painful  fub- 

jea.  . 

People  fhe  knew  could  not  be  fo  much  as 
huried  without  money,  of  which  ufeful  arti- 
cle fhe  had  very  litde,  (he  took  out  her 
purfc,  the  whole  contents  of  which  was  fome 
loofc  filver. 

The  fame  refleftion  had  more  opportunely 
occured  to  Winifred  in  the  morning,   which 
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now  unavailingly  troubled  her  miftrels  in  the 
evening  j  and  fhe  had  ftudied  ways  and  means 
to  prevent  fo  difagreeable  an  evil,  as  a  light 
purfe  at  the  commencement  of  a  long  jour- 
ney j  for  as  to  her  own  ftock,  her  propen- 
fity  to  finery  always  kept  that  low. 

In  packing  the  jewels,  fhe  had  feen  Lord 
Claverton's  pocket  book  open,  with  the  notes 
half  out,  fhe  found  their  value,  and  knowing 
hermiflrcfs*s  fituation,  without  one  fcruple  of 
confcience,  gave  a  fifty  to  Philip,  from  whom 
fhe  received  the  change  j  and  now  oftentari- 
ouflydifplayed  it  to  Ellen,  who  had  no  more 
doubt  but  it  was  her  own  faving,  than  Jhe 
had  it  was  her  miftreffes  abfolute  property. 

s 

Ellen  had  formed  no  plan  but  that  of  leav- 
ing Grofvenor-flreet,  and  by  concealing  her- 
felf  and  the  fb  much .  defircd  heir — avenge 
the  infults  of  the  Cafllc  Howel%  till  her 
honor  fhould  be  cleared  5  how,  when,  or  by 
what  means  that  was  to  be  efFeded  fhe  could 
riot  forefee,   but  as  in  the  fanguine  hope  of 

innocence 
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innocence,  (he  confidered  it  as  an  event  that. 
iv&uld  certainly  happen,  where  (he  fpcnt  the 
intermediate  time  wAsi  a  matter  of  perifeft  in- 
difference ;  at  all  events,  the  carriage  and 'her 
old  faithful  fervant  attending,  was  an  oppor- 
tunity which  feemed  ta  be  thrown  in  her 
way  by  providence ;  and  only  anxious  to 
cfcape^  from  a  bondage  Ihe  confidered  as 
tyrannical  as  unjuft,  was  too  much  occupied 
by  refentment  to  pay  any  regard  to  confe- 

^uences. 

«  •  .  ■ 

At  the  end  of  the  firft  ftage,  Philip  ap- 
peared at  the  coach  door  for  dirc<5tions. 

Winifred  had  confidered  the  matter  deeper 
than  her  miftrefs,  (he  had  no  pride  to  goad 
her  on,  no  refcntments  to  urge,  no  affeftions 
to  intereft  her  j  Mr.  Jofeph  indeed  was  of 
fome  little  moment,  but  not  enough  to  divert 
her  from  the  perillous  fituation,  in  which 
Philip's  abfcence  would  leave  them;  ihe 
therefore  faid,  they  would  go  on,  this  ready 
anfwer  was  not  only  a  relief  to  herfelf  and  her 

Lady, 
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Lady,  but  to  the  poor  fellow  himfelf,  who 
dreaded  leaving  them  at  that  hour,  fo  near 
town,  alone  and  unprote6ted,  and  rejoiced  to 
find  "they  were  not  yet  to  feparate,  he  or- 
dered horfcs  oir,  and  again  mounted  the 
coach  box. 

This  ftagc  was -travelled  in' entire  filence; 
what  was  next  to  be  done,  where  to  go,  and 
how  to  fupport  her  exiftence,  during,  and^ 
after  an  approaching  interefting  event,   were   , 
at  firft  pigmies,  but  now  rnereafing  to  giants, 
in  Ellen's  imagination,  and  they  were  in  the  ' 
parlour  of  the  inn,  with  their  litde  baggage 
round  them,  before  the  filence  was  broke. 

Every  blefling  of  life  is  enhanced  or  lef* 
fened,.  every  misfortune  increafed  or  allevi- 
ated by  comparifon  s  the  inn  where  they  now 
flopped,  would  on  the  firft  journey  from 
Wales  to  Bath,  have  made  Winifred  eloquent 
in  its  praife,  but  fhe  had  fmce  travelled  en 
fuit  with  the  Earl  of  Caftle  Howel,  where 
an  out  rider  prepared  accommodariona  at  the  *  * 
inns,  and  the  domeftics,  with  the  landlord 

at 
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at  their  head,  obfcquioufly  waited  their  ar- 
rival. 

"  What  a  paltry  inn  is  this,"  cried  fhe, 
fretfully  to  Phillip,  who  brought  in  the  laft 
packages. 

Philip  calmly  anfwered,  ^that  being  a  ftran- 
ger  to  the  road  himfdf,  he  had  left  the  choice 
i)f  inns  to  the  driven 

He.  was  a  fooL  for  his  pains  fhe  faid ;  was 
this  a  place  fit  for  her  Lady  and  her  ? 

Philip  was  very  forry  it  was  not  better, 
and  anxious  to  exonerate  himfelf  from  blame, 
went  to  the  Landlady,  and  infilled  on  a 
fuperior  apartment. 

The  Poftillion  from  London,  underftood 
he  was  conveying  a  new  carriage  under  the 
care  of  a  fervant,  and  he  could  not  be  igno- 
rant that  the  women  he  took  up  in  Grofvenor- 
ftreet  were  the  connexions  of  that  fervant  j 

^  thefc 
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flicfe  obfervations  he  as  ufual:  repeated  to  the 
next  driver,  while  they  were  changing  at  Bar- 
net,  who  brought  it  on  with  him  to  the 
next  inn;  Philip's  demand,  therefore,  to 
have  the  beft  apartment  was  coolly  anfwered, 
that  it  was  engaged;  but  it  happened  the 
waiter  had  carried  in  a  glafs  of  water,  and 
heard  Winifred  addrefs, "  her  Ladyfliip." 

There  was  a  certain  dignity  infeparabic 
from  the  manners  of  Lady  Caftle  Howcl, 
that  confirmed  the  idea  of  her  quality,  which 
being  carried  to  the  landlady,  immediately 
procured  the  engaged  apartment  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  miftrefs,  who  did  not 
give  the  change  a  thought,  to  the  great 
fatisfaftion  of  the  maid,  who  -  thought  of  no- 
-  thing  elfe. 

Winifred,  whole  pride  fufFered  at  the  moft 
trifling  omiffion  of  the  attention  and  ref- 
peft  (he  had  been  lately  ufed  to,  finding  the 
good  efiedt  her  Lady's  quality  had  on  the 
people  of  the  inn,   forgot  the  precautions 

voi.#  11,  L  given 
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^ven  her  bjr  £llen>  and  vauntingly  comfira*' 
nicated  her  name  and  ratdc  ^  ihe  had  alfo  for* 
got  how  incompatible  with  diat  rank  it  was 
to  travel  in  the  prcfent  ftyle  j  a  new  cafed 
coach^  with  one  man  fervantj  not.  her  own^ 
on  the  naked  box»  a  pair  of  hack  hories^ 
SAd  a  prating  waiting  woman^  were  forry 
appendages  to  a  coronet  $  and  accordingly 
excited  a  -curiofity  at  the  inn,  that  added  in 
no  fmall  degcee  to  tkt  ftandalous  chronicle 
Qf  .our  heroine's  anions. 

In  the  mean  time,  Ellen  began  feriouf^ 
ly  to  confult  her  maid  about  their  future 
operations  5  Winifred  was  incapable  of  ad- 
viling,  Ihe  recommended  it  to  call  Philip, 
who  being  a  man,  and  a  traveSfr^muA  be  hf^ 
ter  informed. 

PhiUp  had  indeed  fever;al  times  journied 
from  Cattle  HoWel  to  London,  and  back  j  he 
had  alfo  attended  his  Lord  twice  to  Bath,  but 
his  honefty  and  feirfifiil  intentions  recom- 
mended 
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mended  him  much  more  than  his  mental 
qmlities,  or  good  travelling  information  j 
PhiHp  was  however  called  to  the  confulta- 
tion,  and  took  his  flation  behind  Ellen'd 
chair, 

A  dead  filence  enfued, 

PhiHp  waited  in  a  kind  of  penfive  atten- 
tion for  what  he  fuppofed  would  be  his  part- 
ing inftruftions  from  a  Lady,  for  whom  he 
felt  a  fiixture  of  refpeft  and  compaffion. 

"  Where,"  faid  Lady  Caftle  Howcl, 
**  would  you  advife  us  ^'— the  word  advi/i 
died  on  her  lips. 

f 

Philip's  fingers  beat  a  tattoo  on  the  back 
of  her  chain 

"What  in' the  name  of  Cot,  are  we  to  do 
Philip?"  cried  Winifred,  her  eyes  fixed  on  his, 
hiterrogatively. 

h  ±      *  Philip 
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Philip  would  go  to  the  end  of  the  world 
with  his. Lady,  if  Jie  could  do  it  without  be- 
traying his  trja&i  but  as  that  obliged  him 
to  go  to  Scodand.— 

Winifred's  eyes  extended  to  their  utmoft 
fize  :  "What  and  leave  us  !  can't  we  co  too  ?'* 

Winifred's  fright  fuggefted  to  Lady  Caftle 
Howcl,  that  if  they  travelled  in  the  coach 
as  far  on  the  road,  as  they  found  it  conveni- 
ent, or  till  they  pafled  fome  place  ftie  fliould 
like  to  ftay  at,  Philip  might  go  on,  deliver 
up  his  charge  and  return  to  them  j  ihe  ac- 
cordingly propoftd,  and  he,  to  their  mutual 
joy,  accepted  her  offer  j  fhe  faw  in  this  poor 
fellow  an^  attachment,  which  dcfolate  as  fhe 
now  was,  pleafcd  and  comforted  her, — they 
proceeded,  journeying  to  the  north,  till  Ihe 
found  her  flrength  near  exhaufled,  and  the 
rough  road  to  Northallerton,  where  they 
flept  the  third  night,  having  particularly  af*- 
fc6kcd  her,  fhe  with  great  reludtancc  told 
Philip  her  intention  to  ftop  the  next  day. 

With 
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With  this  reparation  in  view,  both  Aiif- 
trefs  and  maid,  entered  the  carriage  the  next 
morning,  in  very  low  fpirits.    \ 

"  Cot  be  coot  unto  us,''  cried  Winifred, 
"  two  helplefs  women  alone  in  a  ftrange 
country,  with  not  a  friend  to  hold  their  heads, 
cot  help  us,  nor  a  man  to  (land  by  us ;  lort 
prefcrve  his  poor  fervants,"  and  fhe  looked 
wiflifully  thro'  the  glafs  at  Philip ;  "  as  to 
this  country,  my  Laty,  the  trees,  and  fields, 
and  broad  rivers, — our  high  brown  moun- 
tains in  Wales  !"— 

Ellen  fighcd, 

"  Wou'd  to  Cot  of  his  infinite  mercy,  wt 
were  there,  for  as  to  this  road,  to  my  mind— 

Ellen  wept. 

Winifred  longed  to  give  way  to  her  old 
habit,  from  the  inftant  fhe  was  out  of  fight 
of  Grofvenor-ftreec,  but  the  fortitude  of  her 

Lady, 
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Ladyj  and  fear  of  offending^  retrained  her  $ 
under  the  fanftion  of  example,  however,  it 
now  burft  forth,  in  the  moft  bitter  wailings> 
at  their  cruel  fate,  naixed  with  tendernefs  for 
her  Lady,  and  inveftives  againft  the  (he  tivels 
of  the  Caftle  Howel  family,  nor  indeed  did 
the  Earlefcape. 

Ellen's  mind,  the  feat  of  delicacy  and  refti- 
tude;  no  longer  irritated  by  a  treatment 
wounding  to  her  feelings,  nor  hurt  by  the 
privation  of  dignity  and  reipe6b  attendant 
on  the  character  of  the  Countefs  of  Caftle 
Howel ;  outof  hearing  of  the  farcaftic  fneers 
o  Lady  Margaret,  and  the .  provoking  pity 
and  ill  afted  friendfliip  of  the  old  Ladies,  re- 
verted to  a  bitter  refleftion  to  her  fituation, 
and  a  retrofped  of  all  the  circumftances  that 
had  led  to  it. 

In  the  hour  of  diffipation,  in  the  very  mo- 
ment in  which  flie  had  been  betrayed  into 
the  embarraffment  which  induced  her,  to 
accept  Lord  Claverton's  offered  affiftance> 

her 
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her  heart  fmote  her,  and  akho'  her  inexpe- 
rience of  the  world,  and  ignorance  of  its  eti- 
quettes, blinded  her  to  the  confequence,  there 
was  a  fomething  fo  retrograde  to  her  ipirit, 
and  fenfe  of  honor  in  pecuniary  obligations^ 
that  nodiing  but  the  immediate  infult  from 
Lord  Charles  Da(h  would  have  prevailed  on 
her  to  accept  it ;  not  that  fhe  had  the  moft 
diftanc  fufpicion  he  could  haVe  a  latent  defign 
in  feizing  a  moment  fb  critical  to  oblige 
her* 

He  had  fuccceded  fo  well  in  concealirtg 
from  every  part  of  Lord  Cattle  HowePs  fami- 
ly, his  paffion  for  the  Countcfs,  tiiac  the 
Earl  was  always  pleafed  to-  fee  him  aH  hi« 
houfe,  or  in  attendance  on  his  Lady ;  who  oil 
her  part  confidercd  him  in  the  interefting 
light  of  an  old  acquaintance,  and  one  to 
whom  fhe  was  obliged;  his  former  paffion, 
{6  eloquently  pleaded  by  Jofcph  and  Wini- 
fred, but  fo  entirely  reprobated  by  her  fricndsi 
if  at  all  recoUefted,  it  was  withfuch  a  mixture 
of  indifference  and  incredulity,  that  it  was 

L  4  not 
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not  *  in  the  texture  of  a  mind,  at  oftcc  fo 
thoughtlefs  and  candid,  to  harbour  a  fenti- 
ment  on  that  account,  that  could  take  from 
the  obliging  relpedful  attention  he  paid  the 
whole  family. 

With  Lady  Margaret,  it  has  been  obferv- 
ed,  he  flood  in  a  high  degree  of  favour  i  and 
even  the  incident,  that  according  to  public 
ftatement,  ihad  dilhonorcd  her  brodier,  could 
not  deprive  a  map  of  ber  partial  efteem,  who 
ftill  continued  hb  patronage  of  Dr.  Mac- 
ihean. 

There,  are  indeed  fome  ladies  in  this 
liberal  age,  who  have  fuch  prodigious  regard 
to  the  virtue  of  their  awn  fex#  they  will  for- 
give, receive,  and  often  love,  a  known  fe- 
ducer!  while  their  extreme  purity  Shrinks 
with  indignation  and  contempt,  from  the 
unhappy  victim  of  his  art !  1-ady  Margaret 
was  of  this  difcription ;  fhe  made  great  ^ow-» 
ance  for  male  offenders^  but  abhorred  all 
femak  frailty. 

Lad 


r 
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Lady  Caftle  Howel  was  entirely  clear  of  a 
thought  that  could  injure  her  honor,  or  her 
charader,  if  laid  open  to  the  world;  but  now 
that  the  pride  natural  to  z  young  and  falfly 
acGufed  wife,  was  no  longer  infuhedi  that  Ihe 
had  taken  the  ttep  moft  likely  to  punifli 
thofe  who  had  perfonally  offended  her  j  ftie 
could  not  help  feeling  and  lamenting  the 
folly  that  had  lec^her  from  real  into  the  pur- 
fuits  of  imagwafy  happinefi. 

When  ihe  recollefted  the  diftrefs  from 
which  the  genero^ty  of  her  Lord  had  reliev- 
ed her  family,  and  the  narrownefs,  not  to  fay 
poverty,  from  which  he  had  raifed  her ;  when 
fhe  thought  on  the  Jplendid  fphere  in  which  , 

m 

he  had  placed  her,  and  remembered  how  in 
mere  wantonnefs  of  folly  fhe  had  fquandered 
his  fortune  j  how  fhe  had  difregarded  the 
affertions  of  a  man,  whofc  integrity  of  foul 
was  confpicuous  in  every  aftion,  and  believ*» 
cd  thofe  of  fuch  a  reptile  as  Mrs,  Morley  f 
ihame  and  regret  overpowered  her  5  and 
this  ihame  and  regret  led  to  feelings  ftill 
more  painful, 

L5 
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Her  cliaraftcr  was  loft,  and  ftie  could  not 
but  feel,  that  fhlsy  a  privation  of  the  firft  im- 
portance to  woman,  ftamped  alfo  difgrace 
on  a  hulband,  who  adored  her,  who  feemed  to 
live  but  in  her  fight,  who  had  often  in  tranf- 
port  vowed  the  pofleflion  of  her  was  a  talif- 
man  againft  all  temporal  evil, — that  fhe  en- 
deared to  him  every  other  bleffing, — that  his 
houfe  was  a  terreftrial  parc^fe,  and  fhe  the 
angel  who  irradiated  it. 

And  when  fhe  rcflefted  that  he  had  torn 
himfelf  from    her  arms,— all  his   comforts 
changed  to  bitternefsi  that  he  had  abandon- 
ed his  family  and  his  home,  unable  to  meet 
the  one  or  endure  the  other;  that  his  extreme 
fenfibility  had  perhaps  impelled  him  to  hide 
both  his  fhame  and  forrow  from  the  worlds 
in  fome  folitude,  where  they  preyed  on  him 
with  redoubled  force  j  his  leaving  her,  which 
fhe  at  firft  deemed  an  aft  of  cruelty,  appear- 
ed one  of  mercy. 

•^Ah!"  cried  fhe,  **  believing  me  guilty, 
what  hindered  him  from  ipurning  me  from 
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his  houfc  ?  no,  he  chofe  rather  to  become 
a  wanderer  himfelf.— -Oh  !  my  dear  Lord, 
where,  where  are  you  ?  why  cannot  I  throw 
ihyfelF  at  your  feet,  to  implore  pardon  of 
my  folly,  and  to  vindicate  my  innocence  3 
what  will  become  of  me  ?'* 


« For  the  lofe  of  Cot/'  cried  Winifred^ 
*'  let  us  turn  back/' 

"  Back  l"  anfwered  Ellen,  « to  Lady  Mar- 
garet, to    ■   .Qh,  never  !''— 


"No,  no,  not  there  5  my  tear  Laty,  but  td 
Code  Gwyn/' 


They  were  now  juft  within  fight  of  Dur- 
ham ;  the  fun  was  fetting  and  left  on  the 
beautiful  hills  which  furround  this  charming 
neighbourhood,  a  fombre  majefty  that  ren* 
der  fuch  views  particularly  charming  at  the 
clofe  of  day ;  the  fcene  caught  her  eye,  (he 
involuntarily  put  her  head  out  of  the  coach 
window,  a  chariot  was  pafling,  a  voice  t» 

ckimcd,  "heavens!  Lady  Caftlc Howcl/' 

L  6 
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Surprifcd  and  difconccrted  (he  haftUy 
drewm,  «  Who  could  that  be?" 

Before  Winifred  had  time  to  anfwer,  by 
fome  mifmanagcmcnt  of  the  Poftillion,  the 
carriage  overfet. 

Winifred  had  excellent  lungs,  which  (he 
did  not  fail  to  make  ufe  of  on  this  occafion  } 
Philip  was  thrown  off  the  box,  his  collar 
bone  brokcj  and  fo  ^ruifed  he  could  not 
jmpve. 

.  Winifred's  (hrleks,  which  now  finding 
her  Lady  did  not  fpeak,  grew  louder  and 
more  terrific,  cither  reached  the  carriage 
which  had  pafTed,  or  the  attention  of  tbofe 
within  was  not  withdrawn  from  Lady  Caftle 
Howel,  they  immediately  flopped,  two 
Ladies  alighted,  who  with  their  fervant  came 
(o  their  afCilance. 

Winifred's  head  and  flioulders  were  out 
of  the  wiqdow,  crying  for  help  s  her  Laty 
was  teat. 
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"  Heaven  forbid,"  faid  the  younger  Lady, 
afFcftcd  almoft  to  fainting. . 

Winifred's  grief  was  echoed  by  the  fur- 
rounding  woods. 

The  elder  Lady  propofcd  putting  the  life- 
leis  body,  as  it  then  appeared  into  the  cha- 
riot, when  a  niiddle  aged  pcrfon  in  a  fliabby 
black  coat,  fauntered  on  by  the  infide  of  the 
hedge,  he  immediately  clofed  a  book  he  was 
reading,  and  haftened  towards  them. 

Perhaps  there  never  was  feen  a  more  in- 
terefting  figure  than  our  heroine  at  this  mo- 
ment ;  her  hat  was  off,  her  fine  hair,  which 
had  not  been  dreffed  (as  the  term  is)  fince 
Ihc  left  London,  only  combed  out  of  the 
powder,  hung  in  beautiful  diforder  over  her 
fhouldcrs  j  her  eyes  indeed  were  clofed  but 
her  long  eye  lafties,  ind  fine  eye  brows  con- 
trafted  to  the  moft  beautiful  complexion  in 
the  world,  together  with  her  fituation, 
combined  to  excite  compaflion,  admiration, 
and  curiofity. 
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The  (trangcr  felt  her  pulfc^  and  to  the 
great  joy  of  all  the  little  group,  declared  (he 
was  not  dead*  He  took  a  l^cet  froilni  his  cafe 
ofinftruments. 

*^  It  will  be  Ibmetime,  Madam/'  faid  he, 
addrefling  himfclf  to  the  elder  Lady,  *'  be- 
fore you  can  reach  Durham  j  with  your  leave 
I  will  take  a  litde  blood  from  the  young 
lady- 


>^ 


"  The  lort  be  praift  for  ever  and  ever, 
cried  Winifred,  "  you  are  a  Doftor  !** 


The  blood  dropped  very  flow  from  the 
orifice,^ — 

^'  The  Lady,"  faid  the  man  in  black, ''  is 
really  in  danger,  I  live  not  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  up  that  lane;  permit  me, madam."— 

Mrs.  Dean  Holt,  the  Lady  in  whofe  way 
fortune  had  thus  thrown  our  heroine,  replied, 

*     the 
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ihe  accident  happening  jufl:  as  her  carriage" 
was  paffing,  (he  had  flopped,  but  the  Lad/ 
was  a  ftranger  to  her* 

^'  Blefs  me !"  cried  the  Dodlor,  looking  at 
Mifs  Holt,  who  was  weeping  over  Ellen,— 
but  thought  he,  if  ihe  is  a  ftranger,  why 
fhould  I  wait  for  leave  ?  and  he  immediately 
led  the  way  to  his  own  houfe. 

"  Nancy,  my  dear,"  faid  he  to  a  fmarthand- 
fome  brunette,  about  his  own  age,  "  get  the 
chintz  bed  ready/' 

**,  What  for  ?  who  is  this  ?  what  has  hap* 
pened  ?" 

"  Hoot ;  do  you  think  I  can  anfwer  quef- 
tions,  do  you  fee  the  condition  the  Lady  is 


ID. 


The  chintz  bed  was  foon  ready. 

Dn  Gordon,  our  benevolent  hoft,  was  the 
Ton  of  a  Scotch  manufadturer,  who  tho'  he 

got 
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got  his  fon  inftrufted  in  the  rudiments  of  a 
fcholaftic  education,  at  a  fmall  expence,  by 
the  clergyman  of  his  own  town,  found  no 
fmall  difficulty  in  fupporting  him  at  the  col- 
lege of  Edinburgh  5  .the  young  man's  appli- 
cation was  intenfe  and  indifcriminate  i  it  was 
uncertain,  not,  what  line  his  father  would^ 
but  what  he  could  fix  him  in,  and  like  many 
of  his  countrymen,  he  attained  a  fmatteringof 
all  fciences  without  being  mafter  of  any  \  he 
knew  a  little  of  phyfic,  lefs  of  theology  and 
ftill  lefs  of  law  \  yet  had  a  diploma,  was 
ordained  and  admitted  a  member  of  the  fa- 
culty of  advocates,  having  embraced  each  of 
thefe  profeffions  in  turn,  without  attaining  a 
fettlement  in  any,  he  was  imprudent  enough 
to  fall  in  love,  and  marry  clandeftinely,  the 
daughter  of  a  very  great  man,  who  had 
fourteen  children,  without  a  fixpence  of  ^//<fr 
among  them,  but  who  being  fifteeth  coufin: 
to  Sir  Hedlor  MacBurlifli,  of  the  North 
Highlands,  did  not  chufe  his  daughter  fhould 
marry  the  fon  of  a  mechanic. 


Sir 
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Sir  Hcftor  however  gave  him  a  fmall  liv- 
ing, he  removed  to  the  highlands,  and  get- 
ting alfo  an  appointment  to  a  free  fchool,  be- 
came at  once  teacher  of  the  gofpel  and  of  the 
A,  B,  C;  but  unfortunately  happening  to 
offend  a  Lx)rd,  who  was  coufin  to  another 
Lord,  who  had  married  the  relation  of  a 
great  man  in  the  fouth,  he  was  marked  for 
rum  J  a  profecution  was  commenced  againft 
htm  for  obferving  on  a  text  from  fcripture^ 
namely,  **  he  that  giveth  t6  the  poor,  lendeth 
to  the  Lord;  now"  faid  our  irreverent  reve- 
rend, **  if  that  be  the  cafe,  the  Lord  above 
certainly  owes  our  Lord  nothing." 

• 

Thofe  who  imagined  the  Doftor  had  no* 
thing  to  apprehend  from  fuch  an  expreflion, 
arc  poor  ignorant  beings,  not  enlightened  by 
the  praftice  of  fome  fcotch  lawyers,  who  far 
from  that  troublefome  regard  to  honor,  and 
the  cftabliflied  laws  of  their  country,  which 
diftinguifh  cv try /ociety,  whatever  effedt  it 
may  have  on  individuals,  in  our  foutHern 
hemifphere,  affociate  themfelves  In  a  body, 
to  make  black  white^  and  white  blacky  at  the 
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nod  of  himVho  has  the  crumbs  to  diftribute : 
A  prodigiocs' ^^/?/  man,  who  if  he  bad 
not  been  a  great  man  would  have  been  a 
very  filly  one  j  but  who  as  it  was,  if  not  a 
luminary  of  the  law,  to  dazzle  pofterity  mth 
his  blaze,  will  be  at  leafl  remembered  as  the 
rulhlight  oithis  age,  and  fcrve  like  a  will-o' 
the-whifp  to  warn  the  neM  of  the  filth,  and 
quagmires  thro*  which  he  has  waded  \  this 
great  man  was  determined  to  ruin  poor  Gor* 
ddn« 

He  talked !  gods  how  he  talked ! 

A  few  old  fafliioned  men,  laid  it  wai 
againft  the  law ;  but  the  queftion  was  not 
between  plaintiff  and  defendant,  it  was  be- 
tween the  law  and  the  lawyers  i  the  law  car- 
ried it,  but  poor  Gordon  was  ruined  notWith- 
llanding ;  he  was  baniihed  from  the  milk  and 
honey  country,  and  haying  tried  various 
means  of  procuring  a  fubfiftence,  put  off  his 
divinity,  by  which  he  would  have  ftarved, 
and  took  to  phyfick  by  which  he  now  juft 
managed  to  live. 
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CHAP.    VI. 


BU  T  the  chintz  bed  waits  while  we  are 
talking  of  fcotch  lawsa    parfons   and 
phyfick. 

To  .this  gentleman's  czatc,  and  to  his  chintz 
bed^  was  the  beautiful  Lady  Caftle  Howel 
now  obliged  for  (belter  and  prote£tion ;  ibc 
received  more  fright  than  perfonal  injury 
from  the  accident,  but  was  nevertheleis  fea* 
fible  of  that  ready  welcome,  that  always  en- 
hances the  kind  offices  of  holpitality. 

Mr.  Gordon  mixed  up  a  draught  from 
his  medical  (lores,  which  as  foon  as  (he  was 
bid  on  the  chintz  bed,  he  made  her  fwallow. 

The  Ladies  who  had  lent  their  carriage  to 
convey  her  to  Gordon's,  anxioufly  a(ked,  as 
N  'they 
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they  found  he  was  a  medical  man,  if^  refcnng 
to  her  fituation,  flic  was  in  any  danger  ^ 
Gordon  anfwercd  with  the  true  pyhfical  equi- 
voque, if  certain  cfifedls  followed  the  accident 
which  might  be  feared,  there  probably  would 
be  danger,  if  not,, which  might  be  hoped, 
there  poffibly  would  nof. 

Mrs.  Holt, was  a  very  good,  tho*  remark*  ^ 
ably  proud  woman,  her  niece,  the  amiable 
Caroline,  then  on  a  vifit  to  the  Dean  her 
uncle,  we  have  before  introduced  to  the 
reader  j  flie  had  been  on  a  fliort  excurfioa 
with  her  aunt,  when  accident  occafioned  a 
meeting  with  Lady  CafUe  Howcl,  and  a  re- 
newal of  fubjcfts  flie  had  travelled  fo  many 
miles  toavoid. 

Any  flrangcr  who  faw  Ellen  two  mondis 
before,  the  pride  of  her  family,  the  model  of 
fafhion,  the  rage  of  admiration,  and  who 
faw  her  now  without  friends,  Ihew,  or  atten* 
dants,  except  one  poor  maid,  and  an  ac- 
cidental footman,  would  atlcaft  have  made 

a  moral 
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n  moral  reflc£lion  on  the  yiciffitudts  of  human 
life. 

Caroline  Holt  did  more,  (he  fo  eflfec- 
tually  pleaded  the  caufe  of  humanity  to  her 
aunt,  as  to  prevail  on  her  to  day  at  Gordon's, 
till  a  doftor  from  Durham  could  arrive. 

The  good  Lady  therefore  returned  to  the 
chamber  where  Ellen  lay  in  a  refUefs  dofe. 

Mrs.  Holt  was  exceedingly  fhockcd  and 
cmbarraffed,  at  having  been  witnefs  of  the 
accident,  as  flie  did  not  well  kno^r  what 
ftep  to  take  with  rei^P^^  ^^  ^^  family";— 
thofe  who  judged  of  this  Lady  from  fight, 
could  form  no  idea  of  her  difpoGtion,  for 
never  was  fcnfibility,  good  nature,  benevo- 
lence and  piety  fo  entirely  difguifed  by  a 
haughty  demeanour;  and  harfli  countenance,    . 

Ellen's  ftory  was  univerfally  known,  and 
Mrs,  Holt  held  her  in  all  poffiblc  contempt ; 
yet  fhf  could  not  hear  her  groans,  and  fee 

her 
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her  lovdy  fecc  diftortcd  by  pain,  widiout 
feeling  the  moft  lively  compaffion,  and  per* 
haps  fome  litde  cviriofity  to  know  if  fhe  was 
fo  very  bad  as  the  world  reported. 

When  Ellen  was  a  litde  compofed,  and 
Gordon  gone  to  give  his  affiftance  to  Philip> 
Ihe  entered  into  a  whifpering  goflip  with 
Winifred,  who  had  gained  great  credit  by 
her  fortitude  while  her  Lady  was  in  danger; 
but  from  her  fhe  could  not  underftand  any 
thing  more  than  her  own  hatred  of  the 
Ladies  of  die  Caftle  Howel  family,  and  her 
regret  they  did  not  go  to  Code  Gwyn ;  not 
riiat  Winifred  kept  any  driiig  back  out  of 
prudence,  but  diat  fhe  told  every  thing  fo 
indilcriminately,  it  was  hardly  pofTible  to 
difcover  whether  (he  was  ignorant  of  her 
Lady's  levity,  or  the  Lady  innocent  of  any 
evity  at  all  j  but  be  it  as  it  would,  Mrs.  Holt 
naturally  concluded,  fhe  among  the  reft,  would 
be  one  of  the  fubjcfts  of  her  future  commu- 
nication, and  did  not  think  it  abfolutely 
neccffary,  aH  the  world  fhould  know,-  Deaa 

Holt's 
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Holt's  hdy^  ^  Bifliop's  daughter !  was 
watching  by  the  bed  of  a  frail  female ;  an4 
therefore  fharply  rebuked  Winifred,  recom- 
mending it  to  her  to  be  taciturne. 

Poor  Winifrtti  did  ^ot  know  whiit  taci- 
turne was^  flie  thought  flie  [might  &y  any 
thing  to  a  dear  good  lady^  who  >y^  kind  to 
her  Laty  -,  Ihe  cxpefted  a  plain  Mrs.  would 
be  proud  to  know  (he  had  the  honor  to  aflift 
a  Countefs  5  it  could  not  occur  to  her  there 
w^^  Counteffes  on  whom  many  a  humble  wo- 
man would  look  down,  much  lefs  that  her 
'  Lady  was  in  that  unfortunate  perdicament. 

Dr.  Fefg^n  ^wai^ve^ia^d  having  ac-^ 
quainted  himfelf  with  all  Gordon  had  done 
with  relpedl  to  Ellen,  paid  fome  of  his  moft 
elaborate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Holt,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  made  fo  many  bold  ad- 
vances, to  know  who  and  what  the  patient 
was,  who  he  perceived  to  be  both  young  and 
handfome,  that  Ihe,  afhamejd  of  her  own  ur- 
banity, abruptly  withdrew,  under  the  pretence 
of  laying  down  till  her  carriage  arrived. 
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Gordon  then  requcftcd  the  Doctor  to  ex- 
amine the  frafturc  of  the  fcnrant  which  he 
had  fet. 

If  Dr.  Ferguibn  had  not  made  fome  flight 
alteration  in  drefling  and  medicines^  he  could 
not  have  fhcvjn  bis/uperiorjiilly  and  as  they 
were  V€fy  flight,  we  forgive  Mm* 
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